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“Publish His glorious deeds 
among the nations. 

Tell everyone about the 
amazing things He does.” 

Psalm 96:3 (NLT)

Clients Achieve Academic Success
Many of the children and youth in our 
care come to us experiencing academic 
struggles. Due to abuse, neglect and or 
moving from multiple placements and 
schools, many are behind others in their 
age group and even feel hopeless when 
it comes to their school work. So we love 
to celebrate the academic achievements 
of our clients – whether it is a life-event 
like graduation or a specific cause of 
celebration. Here are a few examples 
from the 2021-2022 school year (sorry, 
we cannot share the names of these 
clients due to privacy restrictions).

Lowe-Frillman Campus
One of our young ladies graduated from Pattonville High School in May. This single mom scored 31 out 

of 34 on the ACT! She is currently employed at IHOP in Bridgeton but will be attending college this fall. 
Her career goal is to become a Forensic Psychologist.

Another one of our young ladies graduated from Lindberg High School in May. She is also a single mom 
and graduated on the honor roll with a 3.3 GPA. She is currently employed at Red Lobster and plans to 
attend a Cosmetology School.

Congratulations to both of these outstanding young ladies.

Byrne Campus
This school year the Byrne Campus has been able to celebrate academic achievements with two of our 

clients. We had a young lady who was inducted into the National Honor’s Society and a young man who 
received an award for Outstanding Performance in Science. Our staff and other clients were able to go to 
the ceremonies and support them as they received their awards. This meant a lot that they had people who 
wanted to be there for them.

For the National Honor Society induction, students were directed to go to the podium to say something, 
which most of them thanked their families for encouraging and supporting them. This was hard for our 
young lady, because her family was unable to come, but she was excited for her staff and housemates to be 
there. She said, “I want to thank everyone that came tonight – and Jesus Christ”.

Our young man was excited and nervous, as he did not know what he would have to do. He dressed up 
with a dress shirt and bow tie and had staff fix his hair. While sitting in the stands waiting for the ceremony 
to start, he continued to scoot close to staff, as he was not comfortable with being near the other people 
without somehow touching staff. He told staff that his history teacher asked for help writing her speech that 
day at school and gave all the students a sticky note and asked them what it takes to be successful in school. 
When the teacher started her speech she said that many students responded to her prompt with typical 7th 
grade answers like being tall or being a good athlete, but one young man (who was our young man) said “It 
takes kindness, courage, and love to be successful in life”.

While both of these clients have been through many hard times,and have struggles that they continue 
to work through, it is these times that we see the difference we make. Our young lady is unashamed to say 
the name of Jesus in front of a crowd of strangers and understands that she has more than just her family 
who love and support her. Our young man is learning that kindness, courage and love, are more important 
in life than athletic ability or money. Whether we have these youth for a short period of time or a longer 
period of time, we can find joy in the difference God can use us to make in their lives.
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President’s Update

THIS SUMMER HAS BEEN ONE WE will 
not forget for some time. There were two events 
that occurred that will have long-term impacts. 
One is the report from the sexual abuse task force 
to the messengers attending the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in Anaheim and the 
other is the Supreme Court overturning Roe v. Wade.

The report recently released by Guidepost 
Solutions addressing sexual abuse allegations within 
the Southern Baptist Convention was heartbreaking. 
It revealed an ongoing pattern of abuse, cover-ups and 
misuse of power by those in whom people should have 
been able to trust. We grieve for the survivors and 
their families. The report recommended steps to be taken to address 
the failures of the past and to put into place policies and procedures to 
provide protection in the future.

Sexual abuse is one of the most heinous crimes that can take place. 
Its impact is felt for a lifetime. Missouri Baptist Children’s Home is 
committed to doing all we can to address and eliminate sexual abuse. 
It is our mission to provide programs to promote hope, healing, and 
restoration to the victims and survivors.

One of the ways we do this is by providing the “Stewards of Children” 
training to churches, schools and other community groups. This training 
helps participants recognize signs of sexual abuse and know how to 
respond. We have staff willing, able and ready to provide this training, 
so please reach out to us so we can schedule a training event in your 
area. This is done at minimal or no cost to you.

You may know that we also provide services to those who have been 
victimized and are survivors of human trafficking. This is not just a big 
city problem. This touches every part of the state.

I encourage you to pray for and support the survivors of the tragedy 
of sexual abuse. 

MBCH wants to provide support, encouragement, and counsel as 
to what steps should be taken to address the presenting issue and what 
services might be most appropriate.

AT THE TIME OF MY WRITING this article, we are in the 
process of establishing a sexual abuse information line that should be 
in operation by the time you read this. The purpose of this line is to 
provide information on resources available to victims of sexual abuse. 
Please check our website for information on this information line. There 
will also be links on our website to informational resources.

If you suspect child abuse or neglect, call the Missouri state toll-free 
hotline at 1-800-392-3738. This number is available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. If you are hearing or speech impaired, call Relay Missouri at 
1-800-735-2466 (voice) or 1-800-735-2966 (text). If you are mandated 
by law to report child abuse and neglect, you can make a report on-line.

The state encourages mandated reporters to make a report on-line, 
when possible, to keep the hotline open for the general public. Adults 
experiencing abuse should call 911 or contact the local authorities.

I encourage you to be active in promoting safety 
protocols in your church and in your community. We 
are here to partner with you. Give us a call. 

THE OVERTURN OF ROE V. WADE announced 
on June 24 was something that I did not expect to see 
in my lifetime. Nowhere in the Constitution does 
it confer the right to abortion. The 1973 ruling was 
an overreach on the part of the Court and this latest 
ruling corrects that.

It is critically important that we be pro-life – both 
for the unborn and the born. We must provide hope, 
healing and restoration to those girls and women who 
are experiencing untimely pregnancies and for those 

who have been born.
MBCH and its affiliate, The LIGHT House, have provided pro-life 

pregnancy services for many years – both residential and in-home. 
Many of you have partnered with us in providing these services and 
we are very grateful for you doing so.

Many of you have supported us financially and have utilized the 
maternity home and pregnancy resource center tax credits effectively. 
Others have sponsored baby bottle fundraising campaigns. Many of 
you have supported us by sponsoring diaper drives and providing other 
items that are desperately needed by our clients. Others join our staff 
and provide direct care.

For more information on how you might be more involved, please 
call us at 1-800-264-6224 or visit our website (www.mbch.org).

Life is a precious gift of God and we must be prepared and do all we 
can to protect and defend life at all stages.

I AM VERY PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE that we recently received 
word that MBCH Children and Family Ministries and The LIGHT 
House have both been reaccredited by the Council on Accreditation.  
This is a great validation of the work that is being done day in and 
day out by our staff as each one ministers to our clients. Thanks to 
Ramona Conrad-Cooper (Vice President, MBCH Children and Family 
Ministries) and to Julie Ball (Vice President, The LIGHT House) for 
their leadership and their navigating us through the reaccreditation 
process.

Thank you for your partnership with us as we together serve His 
children.
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Church Engagement/Women’s Ministry

Women’s Ministry Update
By Wanda Shellenbarger, Women’s Ministry Specialist/Church Engagement Catalyst

THEME SCRIPTURE FOR 2022: “Lead me in your truth and 
teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the day 
long.” Psalm 25:5

THE 1-2-3 WOMEN AND GIRLS 
CONFERENCE held in Branson in June 
was a great time for teen girls and women. 
We were so blessed to have Praise and 
Worship leaders Marty and Patti Elmore 
from West Plains with us who did an 
amazing job of leading in the Praise and 
Worship segments. Our teachers and 
regional leaders were outstanding as they 
led various sessions. We’re so grateful to 

the teens at Journey Church in Joplin for presenting a drama in our final 
worship segment. It was an outstanding time together. Thank you to 
everyone for a great job! 

DID YOU KNOW? I HAVE ALL the Women’s Bible Study Resource 
Leader Kits that you may borrow to use in your church and/or home 
Bible studies with other women? Go to Lifeway’s website and review 
the resources available and contact me with your top two preferences 
to use and we’ll take it from there. Or you may contact me and we can 
assess the needs of your group and recommend Bible studies available. I 
may be contacted at Wanda.Shellenbarger@mbch.org or 417.529.0724. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY LEADERS AND TEAMS: PLEASE 
mark your calendars for the next Women’s Ministry Training Clinic 
which is scheduled for March 10-11, 2023 at the AmericInn in Branson. 
The registration fee will be $45 per person and include lunch on 
Saturday. Overnight rooms will be $79 per night for a double queen 
room with free breakfast and evening dessert. Seating is limited to the 
first 25 registrants. 

If you would like to have a Training Clinic at your church or your 
Association, please feel free to contact me so we can schedule a date 
and time for that.
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries/Church Engagement

Overwhelmed by Grace
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

MBCH RECENTLY HELD AN 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING hosted by a local 
church in Southwest Missouri. The purpose of the 
meeting was to provide people with the information 
they would need to potentially become foster parents.

The meeting was pretty standard as far as the 
information that was provided goes. There was, 
however, something special about this particular 
informational meeting. Two very special guests 
were invited to speak to the individuals and families 
gathered to learn more about getting engaged with 
foster care ministry.

The first guest that spoke shared how, as a young 
mom of two boys, she found herself in a relationship 
with domestic violence. Trying to cope with the fear, anxiety, and pain 
of her situation, she began to use substances to escape her harsh reality. 
This mom shared how she became addicted to the drugs and it led to 
her children being removed from her care and placed in foster care.

It was clear as she spoke that this was a mom who deeply loved 
her children, but found herself unable to safely care for them. It was 
heartbreaking to hear her story and see how she was devastated by all 
she had gone through.

The other guest then began to share how she was led to become a 
foster parent after her church began promoting foster care as a ministry. 
She shared how after going through training and the licensing approval 
process, she got the call to provide care for the children who had been 
removed from the home of the other mom on the stage.

She shared how her first meeting with the mom of the children she 
was fostering didn’t go so well. This biological mom was clearly angry 
that her children had been removed and it appeared she would be difficult 
to work with. However, when she got home, this foster mother began to 
pray. She felt God was urging her to show more grace to the biological 
mom and to remember what a hard place in life that this young mom 
was experiencing. She thought about how scary it must be to have your 
children taken away by the state and feeling the loss of control not 
knowing if you were going to be able to get them back.

This foster mom determined in her heart to love and serve this 
biological mom. She felt called to show grace and forgiveness when 
phone calls or interactions didn’t go so well, and she determined to 
love this young mom from a very hard place.

To make a long story short, the young mom who had experienced 
domestic abuse and addiction and had lost custody of her children, 
found the help she needed and now has full custody restored. And in 
her own words credits the foster mom who put up with her and simply 
loved her and her kids. She experienced an amazing amount of grace and 
compassion and was mentored by another mom who was determined to 

love her like Jesus loves. She and her two boys are now 
a part of the church and the two ladies talked about 
a deep friendship that has developed between them.

SITTING AND LISTENING TO THESE TWO 
women share their powerful story, I was overwhelmed 
by God’s grace. Astounded by the power of God that 
was displayed in the restoration of a young family, I 
was reminded that no one is better suited to restore 
broken families than the church. God displays His 
power through a church full of people overwhelmed 
by His grace in their own lives and determined to 
love others just like Jesus.

Is your church ready to see broken lives restored? 
Please get in touch with our church engagement team and let us be your 
guide to get engaged. Contact david.burch@mbch.org.
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You Can Make a Lasting Difference in the Lives 
of Children, Youth and Families

Dear Friends,
This is the time of year when we once again begin to focus on preparing for a new school year. Our Transitional Living Program teens are 

gearing up for the challenges that this school year will bring. The children and teens in our residential programs and our foster care programs 
are preparing for a new semester of classes in schools that may not be familiar to them. Hundreds of foster parents are working with those in 
their care to purchase the school supplies and new clothes that a new school year requires.

But as we focus on the new school year, we are also proud to reflect on the accomplishments of some of the kids in our care in the past school 
year. Let me give you a couple of examples:

This school year the Byrne Campus has been able to celebrate academic achievements with two of our clients. We had a young lady who was 
inducted into the National Honor Society and a young man who received an award for Outstanding Performance in Science. Our staff and other 
clients were able to go to the ceremonies and support them as they received their awards.

For the National Honor Society induction, students were directed to go to the podium to make a brief statement. Most of the students 
thanked their families for encouraging and supporting them. This was hard for our young lady, because her family was unable to come, but she 
was excited for her staff and housemates to be there. She said, “I want to thank everyone that came tonight and Jesus Christ.”

Our young man was excited and nervous because he did not know what he would have to do. He dressed up with a dress shirt and bow tie, 
and had staff fix his hair. He told staff that his history teacher asked for help writing her speech that day at school. She had given all the students a 
sticky note and asked them what it takes to be successful in school. When the teacher started her speech, she said that many students responded 
to her prompt with typical 7th grade answers like “being tall” or “being a good athlete,” but one young man (who was our young man) said, “It 
takes kindness, courage, and love to be successful in life.”

While both of these clients have been through many hard times – and have struggles they continue to work through – it is in these times that 
we see the difference we make. Our young lady is unashamed to say the name of Jesus in front of a crowd of strangers. She understands that she 
has more than just her family who love and support her. Our young man is learning that kindness, courage and love are more important in life 
than athletic ability or money. Whether we have these youth for a short period of time or a longer period of time, we can find joy in the difference 
God can use us to make in their lives.

It is because of people like you that many of our students are able to look forward to their futures as productive adults. Caring Christian people 
like you helped us provide the on-campus living and the scattered-site apartments where they are learning how to live. Generous supporters 
like you helped us provide the Christian staff that showed them God’s love and told them (over and over and over) that God has a plan for their 
lives and that He is working that plan out. 

Your gift at this time can help us prepare our kids for a new school year. You will show love and concern that will help these children 
understand that they do have hope and a future. That is why I am asking you to prayerfully consider what you can do to help the children this 
year. Help them know the joy of starting to school with all the tools they need to succeed because they have the Christ-like love of friends like 
you behind them each step of the way.

Will all of our kids become successes in school? Probably not. But I do know that all will receive love and encouragement. I do know that 
through the ministries of MBCH all will be introduced to the life-changing love of Jesus Christ. I do know that, with your help, we will do 
everything possible to prepare them all for the next step in their lives. I do know that they all will have a better opportunity to succeed in life 
because of the impact you help us make on their lives.

You have the opportunity to make a difference now. I pray that you will be able to send a generous gift today and invest in the future of a child.
Blessings,

Russell L. Martin
President

P.S. Please mail your “Back to School” gift to MBCH, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. You can also make your gift on-line 
at www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” button and select “Back to School” as the gift designation.
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries

Help for Survivors of Sexual Abuse
By Kathy Woods, Director, Counseling Center, MBCH Children and Family Ministries

SEXUAL ABUSE HAS AN  
IMMEASURABLE IMPACT 
on the lives of individuals in today’s 
society. This isn’t an easy subject 
to write about; however, as long as 
people are suffering from the soul 
crushing impact of this trauma, 
this issue will need to be discussed 
and addressed. Survivors need to 
know that they can find hope and 
healing and that the devastation of 
this type of trauma does not have 
to consume their lives or define 
who they are. There is an overwhelming amount of shame and stigma 
attached to this type of trauma. It often goes undisclosed for years and 
lifetimes, and even more so, if the survivor is a male.

If you are a survivor or know someone that is, please reach out for 
help. There are counselors, support groups, and victim’s services that 
are ready and able to help. Don’t suffer alone. I recently heard someone 
say, “You can’t heal what you conceal.” This is true of most mental health 
issues, but even more so of sexual abuse and the symptoms that go along 
with sexual abuse. My hope in this brief article is to provide help and 
resources for those who are survivors of any type of sexual abuse. Below 
you will find a list of resources that can help you or someone you know 
who has been impacted by this.

Books (Sexual Abuse):
On the Threshold of Hope, Diane Mandt Langberg; Redeeming 

Power: Understanding Authority and Abuse in the Church, Diane Mandt 
Langberg; Shelter from the Storm Hope for Survivors of Sexual Abuse, 
Cynthia Kubetin & James Mallory; Wounded Heart, Dan B. Allender

Organizations:
Missouri Coalition against Domestic and Sexual Violence 

https://www.mocadsv.org
Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network https://centers.rainn.org
National Sexual Violence Resource Center https://www.nsvrc.org
1in6 Organization – Help for Male Survivors https://1in6.org
MaleSurvivor https://malesurvivor.org
National Sexual Assault Hotline, 1.800.656.HOPE
MBCH Sexual Trauma Information Line is 314.785.9889
We are in the process of forming an online faith-based support 

group this coming September 2022 for women (ages 21+). If you are 
interested in participating, you can email me at Kathy.Woods@mbch.
org. There is a fee associated with attending this group.

Judge Darrell Missey, Director of the Children’s Division of the Dept. of 
Social Services, spoke to the Board of Trustees at their April meeting. He 

shared some of his vision for the Division and how MBCH and Missouri 
Baptist churches can help solve the foster care crisis in Missouri.

MBCH Sexual Trauma 
Information Line

314-785-9889
The purpose of this line is to provide 

information on resources available to 

victims of sexual abuse.
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Our Children’s Christmas List

To give us adequate time to sort, wrap and distribute the 
gifts before Christmas, we prefer to receive these items by 

December 9. We will, however, gratefully receive donations 
up to the Christmas holidays. PLEASE DO NOT WRAP ITEMS!

Axe cologne sets
Baby’s receiving blankets 
Baby socks 0-6 months
Bath and body sets
Black care hair products- ie Cantum etc, no aerosols
Blow dryers
Educational toys birth to 2 years old
Legos- all sizes
Men’s wallets
Remote control cars, helicopter/batteries
Straightening irons
Irons

Women’s cross over purses

Clothing & Baby Items:
Baby onsies – newborn-6 months
Baby socks – newborn-6 months
Baby sleepers – newborn-18 months
Outfits for toddlers – 2T-4T, 5 and 6
Baby bath towels and wash cloths
Receiving blankets
Baby bottles 4 and 8 oz size
Pajamas, toddlers 2/3, 4/5, children’s 5 ,6, 7, 8, 

10/12, 14/16, 18/20 boys and girls 
Pajamas- babies- newborn- thru 24 months. Both 

genders 
Mens sleep pants – small , medium, 

large, x-large, and 2 x-large

Gift Cards:
Beauty Supply
Carters
Children’s Place
Dollar Tree/Dollar General
Forever 21
Macys
McDonalds
Pre-paid Visa
Quick Trip
Rue 21
Shoe Carnival/Foot Locker
Target
Wal-Mart

Household Items:
Air fryers
Bath towels/wash cloths
Blankets
Dish cloths/dish towels
Dishes
End tables
Lamps 
Plastic drinking glasses
Pots/Pans
Shower curtains/rods, rubber mats (rug type for 

outside of showers)
Silverware sets
Twin comforter sets /Twin sheets /pillow cases

Christmas planning is already underway 
at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. Lists are 
being made in the hopes of making this the best 
Christmas season ever for our children and youth.

Our children come from hard places. Their 
lives have been filled with neglect, abuse, anger, 
betrayal and despair. Each year we work hard to 
make Christmas a wonderful experience for the 
children in our care. For many, this Christmas 
will be the FIRST time they’ve heard the TRUE 
story of Christmas. The holiday memories and 
traditions experienced at MBCH this year may 
be the only ones they have ever had.

You can help us make the holiday season 
special by providing Christmas presents for our 
children. The following “wish list” details many 
of the items we need to make this Christmas 
memorable.

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home has 3 
campuses and 4 offices across the state serving 
children and youth in Therapeutic Group Homes, 
Pregnancy Services, Transitional Living Programs, 
Human Trafficking Rescue, and a variety of Foster 
Care ministries. In all of these ministries combined, 
we care for more than 600 children and youth at 
any one time. The ages of the children in our care 
range from birth to 21, however, the majority of our 
children are 11-18. 

Items can be sent to: 
MBCH Campus Store, 

11300 St. Charles Rock Rd., 
Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

For more information call 
1-800-264-6224 and ask for 

Kathy Crawley or Flo Anderson.
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The LIGHT House

On June 21st the LIGHT House 
Outreach group gathered at Loose 
Park to celebrate summer. Despite 
the heat, staff, parents and children 
alike enjoyed a meal together, yard 
games & great fellowship, Due to the 
pandemic, this was our first picnic 
since 2019 and was an extra special 
gathering!

Residential Maternity Care

In-Home Services

Parenting Skills

Community Outreach 
Program

Licensed Adoption Agency

24/7 Hope Line 
816-916-4434

www.lighthousekc.org

816-361-2233

Staff Achivement
Please joi n us i n 

cong rat u lat i ng Ju l ie 
Karanja on passing her 
Nat ion a l  Cou n selor 
Exam! We are so blessed 
by her commitment to the 
agency and the clients we 
serve. We look forward to 
the skills and expertise 
she will continue to bring 
to her position at The LIGHT House. Julie has done 
a wonderful job as the Director of the Outreach 
Program for many years. We are so proud of you, Julie! 
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The LIGHT House

Practicum 
Student 
Spotlight
by Andrea McAdam, 
Community Program 
Manager

At The LIGHT House, we 
love hosting intern and practicum 
students! Students bring fresh 
ideas, passion, and energy to the 
agency! For the summer and fall, 
we are hosting our first Master’s 
level student, Lila Ozley.

Lila is in the Master of Social 
Work program at Missouri Baptist 
University. She is completing her 
Generalist Level practicum with 
us this year. Lila brings a unique 
perspective as she is currently 
the Residential Supervisor at the 
MBCH Byrne Campus. She has 
been employed with MBCH for 
10 years.

Throughout her practicum, 
Li la w i l l  be obser v i ng a nd 
facilitating groups at the Maternity 
Home, helping with the children 
during the Community Outreach 
program, and co-faci l itat ing 
case management in multiple 
programs. We are excited to host 
Lila, and are thankful that The 
LIGHT House can provide a well-
rounded learning environment.

The LIGHT House Christmas List
Gift Cards
Wal-Mart gift cards, in increments of $10, 

$25 or $50
McDonalds, QT, Sonic gift cards in $10-20 

increments

toys/Gift items
Toys/games/puzzles (ages 0-17)
Board books
Educational toys for infants & toddlers
Board books and soft books for babies
Playdough sets
Lego sets
Ethnically diverse baby dolls
Toys for all ages (newborn through teen)!
Scented body lotion & wash
Manicure sets, nail polish, fuzzy socks
Ear buds/headphones

ClothinG items
Winter gear for moms, children & babies 

(gloves, hats, scarves)
Bath robes
Fuzzy socks/slippers

household items
Travel cups or water bottles
Scented body lotions and wash
Bath towels and washcloths
Sippy cups
Set of plates – for house
Set of drinking cups – for house

One Year Look-back for Home-Based Pregnancy 
Services Program
By Andrea McAdam, Community Program Manager

ABOUT 1 YEAR AGO, THE HOME-BASED Pregnancy Services program was slowly implemented at 
The LIGHT House. Throughout the year, 48 visits have been completed. During these visits, 9 moms and 4 
dads have participated, 16 children over age 1 have received items and 6 babies have been born.

Items distributed include 34 packages of diapers and wipes, as well as, 5 infant car seats, and 5 pack 
and plays. We have also distributed 150 diapers via the Happy Bottoms program. The LIGHT House is a 
distribution site for Happy Bottoms, and we help the moms utilize this program after baby is born.

Along with the tangible items, the moms gained education on pregnancy and parenting topics, such as 
healthy eating, substance use, breastfeeding, safety for baby, and the importance of adequate medical care 
for mom and baby. The moms also work through a Nurturing Parenting skills workbook to reflect upon their 
childhood, learn how to nurture themselves, and how to create a nurturing environment in their homes.

The clients involved in the Home-Based Pregnancy Services program have spoken their appreciation 
and thankfulness for visits and items several times. As the babies have been born, the clients are excited to 
share this news with Andrea. It is a privilege of The LIGHT House to provide a program that aids in helping, 
encouraging, and empowering moms, and to share God’s love through each aspect of this program.
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I Want to Help The LIGHT House Support 
Young Mothers As They Parent Their Babies

Dear Friends,
I first drafted this letter when we were awaiting the decision of the 

Supreme Court in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization. 
Since then, the decision was officially announded and, as you know, the 
Supreme Court DID overturn Roe v. Wade! That is a cause for rejoicing.

It is far too early, however, for us to claim victory. Each state will 
have the right to determine its own laws regarding abortion. Missouri's 
“trigger” has already gone into effect that will ban almost all abortions 
in this state. But Illinois is a “Pro-Choice” state that is already seeing 
a great infux of women from Missouri at their Planned Parenthood 
facility just across the Mississippi River. We must remain diligent in 
working toward and praying for abortion to be eliminated throughout 
the U.S. and the world.

But even if abortion is completely eliminated, the work of The 
LIGHT House is just getting started. We cannot simply say, “Praise 
God, you made the right decision,” and then abandon young mothers 
and their babies. As I have said many times before, stopping abortions 
is vitally important, but it is just the first step.

I heard a commentator on TV a few weeks ago say that “all too many 
Pro-Life advocates believe that life begins at conception and ends at birth.” 
He was referencing how much of the Pro-Life movement is focused 
solely on stopping abortion without any plans in place to provide a 
support system of the mothers and their new babies.

Many of these young mothers know they do not have the emotional, 
financial and spiritual resources to be good mothers. Most of them, 
however, also know they want to parent their baby and not place it for 
adoption. These mothers need a support system to hold them up when 
things get tough.

When a young lady chooses life for her baby, she needs the kind of 
support provided by The LIGHT House. Many will need a maternity 
home that offers unconditional love, a place to live and pre-natal and post-
delivery health care. Most will need supportive Christian counselling, 
parenting classes and supplies for their babies. They will need on-going 
support after the baby is born.

The Outreach Program is a time of Bible study and classes in 
parenting, nutrition/health care, life skills and leadership development. 
Clients are connected to this program when they enter the maternity 
home and can continue after the birth of their baby until the child is 
three-years-old. We also provide this program to young mothers who 
are not a part of the maternity home. The Baby Boutique available to 
the mothers includes diapers, wipes, bottles, strollers, car seats, clothes 
and more.

I’m sure I don’t have to tell you that providing this kind of support 
for young mothers requires significant resources and often comes 
through great sacrifice. The LIGHT House relies on the commitment 
and support of individuals like you – people who believe in the sanctity 
of life; people who believe that these young mothers and their babies 
are loved by the Heavenly Father; people who know that God blesses 
us so that we can, in turn, bless others.

Will you demonstrate your belief in our Pro-Life ministry by making 
a financial gift. I pray that you understand how important your gift can 
be – and I pray that you will find a way to support The LIGHT House. 
That is why I’m asking for your support to help offset the expenses of 
providing hope where there seems to be no hope. Will you help us 
continue to save the lives of the unborn and provide the promise of a 
new life for young mothers?

Of course, the most important part of the support system we help 
build is the spiritual foundation. As you know, The LIGHT House is 
unapologetically Christian. Our staff shares the gospel of Jesus Christ 
through their words and actions. They lead Bible studies and devotional 
times in the house. We help the young mother develop contacts with a 
local church so she has a Christian “family” to surround her when she 
struggles and to rejoice with her in successes.

It is our responsibility as Christians to advocate for life, but then we 
must provide the support needed for the mother and baby to be successful.

Will you pray for our clients and their babies? Will you pray for our 
staff as they share Christ’s love with birth mothers, their families and 
prospective adoptive families? Will you take an active role in supporting 
life? Will you open your hearts and your checkbooks to provide the 
financial resources necessary to provide the wonderful ministries of 
The LIGHT House?

Your gift can change the lives of mothers and babies for all eternity.
Blessings,

Russell Martin, 
President

P.S. Please mail your gift to The LIGHT House, 11300 St. Charles 
Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044 (Please put "LH Summer Appeal" 
on the memo line of your check.). You can also make your gift on-line 
at www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” button and select 
“LH Summer Appeal” as the gift designation.



Clay Cooper once again served as the M.C. for 
this benefit and kept the crowd entertained and 

involved with his unique style and sense 
of humor. He also used his musical talents 

to close the show.

The event raised more than $21,000. 
Thank you to everyone who bought 
tickets, donated auction items and/or 

volunteered their time and talents to 
making the event a success.

The 2022 “Branson Stars” event was a great 
time for all those attending. Clay and Tina Cooper 
once again generously provided their beautiful 
theatre. Their staff did an amazing job of making 
us feel welcome. Among those performing were: 
#1 Hits of the 60's, Rick McEwen, Doug Gabriel, 
Quartet from Grand Country, C. J. Newsom, The 
Sons Music Celebration (Rick Watson) and Terry 
Sanders. We are very grateful to the Coopers and 
all of the amazing performers who donated their 
time and talents to help raise funds to care for 
children, youth and families.

Clay Cooper offered the 
appreciation of the entire 
organizing committee to 

Denise Greeno for her many 
years of coordinating the talent 

for this event. 
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After two years with no physical Strawberry Festival due 
to COVID restrictions, the 2022 Strawberry Festival was once 
again held at First Baptist Church, Arnold. 

Beautiful donated quilts and crafts continued to be feature 
items at the Festival and craft vendors sold their beautiful items 
in the gymnasium.

Volunteers of all ages helped make the 
Strawberry Festival a great success. FBC, Arnold 
provided volunteers for the kitchen, parking, 
shuttles, greeting and a multitude of other tasks. 
Other volunteers worked with bidder cards, 
keeping records of quilt and craft auction sales, 
handling quilts and crafts for the auctions, pricing 
and selling crafts and in the making of quilts and 
crafts that were donated for the Festival.

Thanks to everyone who played a role in 
making the Strawberry Festival a success. This 
year’s Festival raised nearly $30,000 to care for 
hurting children, youth and families.

Once again, the Judges’ Grand Prize Quilt was made and donated by 
First Baptist Church, Arnold.

Volunteers from FBC, Arnold, experienced a brief 
lull in customers coming through for a variety of 

delicious foods – including Strawberry Brats!

The Quilt Auction room was the main attraction for most of those 
attending the Festival.
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2022 Strawberry Festival 
Craft and Quilt Winners

Craft Winners
AfghAns

1st – FBC, Poplar Bluff

BABy AfghAns
1st – FBC, Poplar Bluff

CroChet
1st, 2nd, & 3rd – Margaret Crabtree

DeCorAtive WooD CrAfts
1st - Bill Jetton

Dolls/stuffeD AnimAls
1st – Susan Masulit

frAmeD neeDleWork
1st – South County Baptist Church
2nd & 3rd – Kristina Hanson

unusuAl/outstAnDing
1st – Kristina Hanson
2nd – Pat Pettet

WAll hAngings
1st – Pat Wood

Quilt Winners
JuDge’s grAnD Prize

FBC Arnold, Piecemakers

APPliqueD/hAnD quilteD
1st – Second Baptist Church, Lebanon

BABy/emBroiDereD/mAChine quilteD
1st – Christine Lennartz

BABy/Pre-PrinteD/hAnD quilteD
1st – Mary Jane Snellen, Jefferson City
2nd & 3rd – FBC Salem, Ladies Quilting Group

BABy/hAnD quilteD
1st, 2nd & 3rd – South County Baptist Church

BABy/mAChine quilteD
1st – Green Hills Quilt Guild
2nd & 3rd – Pat Wood

BABy/mAChine APPlique
1st, 2nd & 3rd – Pat Wood

hAnD emBroiDereD & quilteD
1st – FBC Owensville, Thursday Morning Quilters
2nd – First Baptist Church, Poplar Bluff
3rd – FBC Owensville, Thursday Morning Quilters
Honorable Mention – Salem Baptist Church

hAnD emBroiDereD/mAChine quilteD
1st – First Baptist Church, Macon

mAChine emBroiDereD & quilteD
1st – First Baptist Church, O’Fallon
2nd – Grover Park Baptist Church

PieCeD/hAnD quilteD
1st – Temple Baptist Church
2nd – Mary Jane Snellen
3rd – Fellowship Baptist Church
Honorable Mention – Fellowship Baptist Church

PieCeD/mAChine quilteD
1st – South County Baptist Church
2nd & 3rd – Susan Masulit & Mary Lou Lynn
Honorbale Mention – Susan Masulit & Mary Ann 

Houselholder
Honorable Mention – Marilyn Morrow/Campers on 

Mission

PrePrinteD/mAChine quilteD
1st & 2nd – Mary Alice Rushton

Whole Cloth/mAChine quilteD
1st – Mary Alice Rushton
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New 70% Tax Credit Opportunity
By James Morrow, Vice President, MBCH Foundation

Support

If you would like to make a donation to 
care for hurting children with your credit or 
debit card, simply visit www.mbch.org and 
click the “Donate” button on any page to go 
to the on-line donation page.

If you have questions or problems with 
on-line contributions to MBCH, please call 
1-800-264-6224 and ask for John Jost. John 
can help you with your web-based giving.

FOR YEARS MBCH CHILDREN AND 
FAMILY Ministries (MBCH-CFM) and The 
LIGHT House have had access to Missouri state tax 
credits. These tax credits were approved and continue 
to be approved by the Missouri state legislature and 
governor because they are a way for state government 
to come along side private nonprofits to provide 
much needed services. Tax credits allow Missouri 
donors to give more to qualifying nonprofits with a 
greater tax benefit.

Now MBCH-CFM and The LIGHT House have 
some great news! The maternity home and pregnancy 
resource tax credits have always offered our tax credit 
donors a benefit of 50%. So, for every $1 given, a donor has the potential 
to claim $.50 against their state tax bill in the subsequent year. However, 
that benefit has now been increased by our state government to 70%. 

See the example below for a donor who gives $1000, is in the 37% 
tax bracket and itemizes their federal deductions.

The donor gives $1000:
1. 11.1% of the gift qualifies as a federal deduction: $111
2. 5.3% of the gift qualifies as a state deduction: $53
3. 70% of the gift qualifies for a state tax credit: $700
4. The potential total tax benefit is $864!

If this donor gave appreciated stocks for this 
gift, the benefit would be even greater because the 
donor has the potential to receive all of the above 
tax benefit and avoid the capital gains that would be 
applied if the donor sold the stock rather than gifting 
it. Furthermore, donors who support MBCH-CFM 
or The LIGHT House through tax credits are actively 
applying the parable of the talents to their lives in that 
they are using what God has given them to maximum 
Kingdom effect (Matthew 25:14-30).

WE HAVE A LIMITED AMOUNT OF these 
tax credits available because we have decided to only 
raise the amount of tax credits we can justify by the 

budgeted amount of pregnancy services we expect to provide. The 70% 
credits will go on a first-come first-served basis and they will go fast. 
So, if you’re are interested or think you might be interested, please call 
1-800-294-6224 or email development@mbch.org. 

As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in 
and year-out. You make an eternal difference in the lives of “the least 
of these”!
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Isabel ..................... August 8

Naketria ................. August 8

Joy ......................... August 9

Joshua .................... August 9

Stacy ...................... August 9

Breanna ............... August 10

RacQuel ................ August 15

Kelby .................... August 16

Christian ............... August 17

Mellonie ............... August 22

Austin .................. August 22

Jada ..................... August 23

Ryan ..................... August 23

Ziza .................. September 1

Aiden ............... September 2

Nicholas ........... September 3

Chloe ................ September 4

Denzel .............. September 6

Jesse ................ September 9

Mercedes ........ September 10

Virginia .......... September 12

Isla ................. September 17

Hannah .......... September 21

Brittany .......... September 22

Donnalesha .... September 23

Danielle .......... September 24

Annia ............. September 29

Charles ........... September 29

Dakota ........... September 29

Shelby ............ September 29

Carly ...................... October 2

Chetique ............... October 2

Alexander .............. October 4

Sunshine ............... October 4

Kamryn ................. October 7

Chloe ................... October 12

Aubrey ................ October 14

Aundrea .............. October 14

Casey ................... October 15

Hope ................... October 15

Jason ................... October 16

Kristina................ October 19

Kolton ................. October 19

Jasa ..................... October 19

Mary ................... October 22

Kyndal ................. October 22

Kaye-Lee ............. October 24

Tyler .................... October 25

Lillie .................... October 30

The following children will be 
celebrating their birthdays in the next 
few months. Will you please pray for 

our children on their birthday?

AMAZING
By Kenny Vawter, Regional Representative, MBCH Foundation

GOD IS SO AMAZING. He has blessed me with 
awesome donors who have become close friends. 
Every day, I am blessed by the personal stories they 
share with me about how their lives were changed by 
MBCH.

I was visiting with a lady in her 80’s. She shared 
with me how she grew up at MBCH as a child and 
how she felt the love and compassion for Christ while 
she was there. When she married they were excited 
about having children but after a few years the doctor 
told them that they couldn’t have children. They 
began praying and God lead them to MBCH. After 
a few years they were blessed with two beautiful adopted children. Her life was changed 
by MBCH as a child and now as an adult she was blessed again through MBCH.I think 
sometimes we forget how AMAZING God is.

I was visiting with another couple that has been involved with MBCH for about 70 
years and they shared many stories. I think their favorite stories were those about when 
they brought children home for Christmas. (editor’s note: unfortunately we are unable 
to provide this opportunity any more.) They said to have a full house at Christmas was a 
wonderful experience and blessing. They talked about the joy as each child opened a gift 
and would be so thankful for the time they got to spend in a place where they were loved 
as family. There are so many more stories like these and it is a blessing to hear them all.

My wife and I had an AMAZING experience last year while fostering three children 
and a new born baby. We found it so rewarding to be able to spend time with children that 
just wanted to be cared for. The greatest blessings came when the three oldest asked Jesus 
into their hearts. We should always try to help the children around us. 

I know times are tough right now, but with God anything is possible. I think sometimes 
as Christians we forget about the joy that being involved with children brings into our 
lives. So let’s get the joy of God back into our lives by supporting MBCH through prayer, 
giving and our time. May God always be the center of your life and bless you as you share 
what God has given to you with MBCH.
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Memorials and Honorariums

memorials

Anders, Kenneth by his wife, Joyce 
Anders (Rushville)

Baker, Martha Jane by Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
Garrard (Charleston)

Barkey, Virginia by Susan A. Hoyt 
(Robertsville)

Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles and 
Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)

Booth, June by Galilean Sunday Adult 
Class of Macedonia Baptist Church, 
Macedonia Baptist  Church,  P.E.P. 
Macedonia Baptist Church (Springfield)

Brewer, Bud by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Briscoe, Carl by Sarah Naught-Bargfrede 
(Alma); Mr. and Donald Linhorst (Glen 
Carbon); Susan Goedde (Jefferson City); 
Elizabeth Anne Miller, First Baptist 
Church-Moberly (Moberly)

Brodersen, Duane E. by Cynthia 
Brodersen (Otterville)

Brookshire, Olive R. by Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert D. Adams (Gardner)

Brown, Kenneth by Charles and Mary 
Brown (Louisiana)

Cimaglia, Dean by Meadowbrook Country 
Club (Ballwin); Mr. and Mrs. John Herring 
(Foley); his wife, Doris Cimaglia, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Schieszer (St. Louis)

Clark, Norene Ruth by New Salem Baptist 
Church (Marshall)

Cook, Cleve by Martha and Vincent Cook 
(Scott City)

Drake, Don by his wife, Beth Drake 
(Seneca)

Farnsworth, Paul A. by Lisa Williams 
(California); Doris Hunter (Chilhowee); 
Mr. and Mrs. David Hunter (Fair Grove); 
his wife, Shirley Farnsworth (Fort Myers); 
Jennifer Smithson (Holden); Fritz and 
Sonya Walter (Hughesville); Joyce Hiskett 
(Kansas City); William and Mary Lyn 
Collier (Nevada); Mr. and Mrs. Marvin 
Jordan (Overland Park ); Michael & Sandy 
Scott, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Ross, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thay Homan (Pleasant Hill); Mr. 
and Mrs. Ronald Smith (St. Charles); Lyn 
Coulon (Thornton)

Farr, Charles  by Mr. Brett Wright 
(Stewartsville)

Gott, Wayne by Dolores Sutterfield 
(Salem)

Grogan, Lloyd and Dayta by their 
daughter, Rebecca Grogan (Gladstone)

Ham, Dr. Dalton by Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Carrender (Lake Ozark)

Hamilton, LaMoine by her sister, Linda 
Shady, Linda Shady (Lake Winnebago)

Harless, Dorothy by Galilean Sunday 
School Class of Macedonia Baptist 
Church, Macedonia Baptist Church, P.E.P. 
Macedonia Baptist Church (Springfield)

Hendricks, Dean and Joyce by their 
Daughter, Holly Dugan, their daughter, 
Holly Dugan (San Antonio)

Henry, Joyce by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lutke 
(Lake St. Louis)

Hughes, Margaret “Lorene” by her niece, 
Rebecca Grogan (Gladstone)

Huppert, Teddy by Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Stone (Winfield)

Jackson, Curtis by Martha and Vincent 
Cook (Scott City)

Killer, Jim by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stone 
(Winfield)

King, Evelyn by Mr. and Mrs. Danny King, 
Mr. and Mrs. Danny King (St. Joseph)

Lewelling, Christine by The Lewellings 
(Caruthersville)

Mann, Michael by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Marshall, Melvin by Bland-Hackleman 
Funeral Home, John and Marsha Koch, 
Madelene Parrish and Kim Calvin, The 
Church at Circle S/Ron and Janet Swopes 
(El Dorado Springs); Northland Christian 
Church (Kansas City); Dudley and Cindy 
Heiserman (Rockville); Tim and Jeanne 
Mark (Sheldon); M.L. and Carolyn McGuire 
(Trimble); Donna Davis, Donna Watkins, 
Don & Kathy, Frances Marshall, Jack & 
skip, Don & Brenda Beaty, and Bill

Martin, Dorothy by Mr. and Mrs. Russell 
L. Martin (St. Charles)

Montgomery,  Barbara  by  J e r r y 
Montgomery (Bentonville); Brad & Carol 
Jemes, Floyd & Kathy Twyman, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Bohannon, Nancy & Katy 
Clanton (Conway); Gail Amos, Wallace 
Family, Williams Family and Julie Foust 
(Grovespring); Kim Perkins (Hartville); 
Bill Luallin, Maryann Campbell, Matt 
Waterman, Mr. & Mrs. Doug Kinnett, 
Mr. & Mrs. George Calton (Lebanon); 
Kenny & Beverly Doerge (Overland Park); 
Linda House (Phillipsburg); Calton & Judy 
Shockley

Navarrette, Clair by Marlen Renteria 
(Forth Worth); Bob and Jane Heine 
(Manchester); Barb Smith and Alter Guild, 
Mark Mudrovic (St. Charles)

Netherton, Mary by Trish Bransford 
(Knoxville)

Nevius, Charlotte Sue by Catherine 
Warren (Bowling Green)

Parents by Zelma Larimer (Buffalo)

Parham, Shelley by Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Lirley (Ava)

Perez, Caleb by Mr. and Mrs. David W. 
Robinson (Bowling Green)

Philgreen, Martha by Mrs. Sandie Colbert 
(Kansas City); Russ Martin (St. Charles)

Powers, Michael C., Jr. by Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis Powers (St. Louis)

Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Dunsing by Eunice E. 
Dunsing (Portland)

Schwarztrauber, Vickie  by Golda 
Kesler (Anna); Mr. & Mrs. B. Thomas 
Beattie (Gallatin Gateway); Conrad 
Schwarztrauber (O’Fallon); Joy Class at 
Waypoint Church, Keith W. Hazelwood, 
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Sullivan (St. 
Charles); Janet Licklider (Weldon Spring)

Seth Evans by Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lirley 
(Ava)

Shelton, Ray by Alpha L. Shelton (Lee’s 
Summit)

Shepard, Alice and Don by Nina Cook 
(Platte City)

Short, Rev. Jim by Mr. Harold Sampson 
(Higginsville)

Singleton, Richard L. by his wife, Melody 
Singleton (Raymore)

Smith, Kathleen by Jim and Glennora 
Genail, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Johnson 
(Bridgeton); Michael Smith, Mr. and Mrs. 
William G. Bounds (Chesterfield); Harold 
and Sandy Wittmaier (St. Charles); Donna 
Schroeder and Judy Meyer (St. Peters)

Sornberger, Essex by Inez Hood 
(Meadville)

Stahr, Thomas by Dixie Stahr (St. Louis)

Sutton, Loyce by John and Susan Keyes 
(Wentzville)

Van Dyke, James by Mr. and Mrs. Sidney 
Youngsma (Ozark)

Waldman, Gloria by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Wheeler, Christopher by Lisa Williams 
(California); Carol D. Bolin (Jefferson City)

Wood, Marie by Cheryl A. Schoeneberg, 
Martha Ripple and Lisa Motley, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mike Inglish, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ogle, 
Ms. Lola F. McCarty (California); Mr. and 
Mrs. Bruce D. Mankle (Clive); Mr. and Mrs. 
Roger E. Wood (Jefferson City)

Wood, Richard L. by Brenda Wood 
(Jackson)

Wymer, Vera by Mr. and Mrs. Gary Brown 
(Richland)

honorariums

Borgman, Don by Angela Borgman-Weiss 
(Hendersonville)

Bridge of Faith Dads by Bridge of Faith 
(Rockaway Beach)

Greenville Missouri High School FFA 
Chapter by Floyd E. Lawson (Paris)

Griggs, Eddie by Karin Griggs (Overland 
Park)

Micah by Mr. and Mrs. Gregory A. Bartz 
(Rockville)

Mothers and Fathers by First Baptist 
Church-Meadville (Meadville)

Potts,Elizabeth by Mr. and Mrs. Russell L. 
Martin (St. Charles)

Shellenbarger, Wanda by Martha 
Pannell (Joplin)

Taylor, Harry and Wayne by Ryan Taylor 
(Falmouth)

White, Edward F. by Mr. and Mrs. James 
E. White (St. Charles)
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