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“Publish His glorious deeds 
among the nations. 

Tell everyone about the amazing 
things He does.” 

Psalm 96:3 (NLT)

Faithful in Life – Faithful in Death
By Debbie Herzog Rethemeyer & Mark Rethemeyer
(Editor’s Note: The Leonard and Alice Bernadine Herzog Trust recently presented a check to MBCH for $229,000. 

There is always a story of faithful lives behind a gift like this. This is the story of the Herzogs.)

MY DAD WAS BORN AND RAISED on a farm 
in Centralia, IL in 1925, where he learned the 
rewards of hard work. At his mom’s urging he 
moved to St. Louis so he could have a life of 
his own. My mom was born in 1930 and raised 
in the St. Louis area. She sang in the choir on 
Sunday morning and played piano for the 
Sunday evening service at Lemay Baptist which 
is where my dad met her.

My Dad served in the Korean War as an Army 
Ordnance Instructor stationed at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground Maryland. My parents married 
at the base there and were married just shy of 70 
years. A love story for the ages. 

My parents were very active in Bayless Baptist 
Church where they both taught Sunday school 
for decades. Mom sang in the choir and also played piano and organ and was in charge of many 
Vacation Bible Schools. Mom also spent a decade as part of a team from the church which took 
Sunday service to a large nursing home in the area. They were also active in the startup of Heartland 
Baptist Church.

Mom was a homemaker and dad worked very long hours at 
General Motors. Aside from a hospital stay, dad took one sick day 
off in 31 years and was able to take full retirement in 1980 at the 
age of 55. My dad never made more than $10 per hour, but extra 
days working and all the overtime he could get were a weekly 
staple. Thank goodness Mom was a saver and God sent a financial 
planner to assist in making good investments.

They lived a frugal lifestyle, they always tithed and were 
particularly joyful when it came to funding special church projects 
anonymously. They always looked for opportunities to help people 
in the neighborhood and enjoyed sending a little something 
in the mail to folks who needed a little extra help. Even as my 
mom’s advancing dementia kept them from attending church, 
Dad always drove his tithe check over on Sunday mornings. He 

considered it a privilege.
Both my parents passed within 9 months of each other, with my 

mom passing in August of last year, at the age of 90, and my Dad passing 
in May of this year, at the age of 95. My Dad cared for my mom as she 
suffered with dementia for over a decade, and he still maintained their 
home, his love of gardening, and his mind was as sharp as a whip until 
the end.

My parents had always been aware of the good works of Missouri 
Baptist Childrens’ Home and they wanted to acknowledge that in 
their trust.

On behalf Mom and Dad, we are proud to present a check to Missouri 
Baptist Children’s Home in the amount of $229,000.

Debbie Herzog Rethemeyer and Mark Rethemeyer 
present a check for $229,000 from the Leonard and 

Alice Bernadine Herzog Trust to Russell Martin, 
MBCH President.
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President’s Update

APRIL 1 WAS THE 136TH BIRTHDAY of Missouri 
Baptist Children’s Home (originally known as the 
Baptist Orphans Home). We have come a long way 
since that day in 1886 when five infants were placed 
in care to where we are today.

A review of the Annual Report that is included 
and made a part of this issue of The Messenger will 
reveal how much we have grown and how we have 
expanded our footprint of ministry. To God be the 
glory for the good things He has done and for what 
He continues to do.

Thank you for your ongoing partnership of 
support, financial and prayer, as we minister together 
to children, youth, and families across the state.

MBCH CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES AND The LIGHT 
House are each accredited by the Council on Accreditation, and 
accreditation is based on a four-year cycle. Our current cycle ends June 
30, 2022, so we have been completing the process of going through the 
re-accreditation process and trust to have it concluded by the time this 
edition is being printed.

COA accreditation provides a framework for an organization to 
continuously improve and offer evidence-based best practices that 
support our clients and our communities. Being accredited provides 
external validation of the quality of work we do.

As you might expect this requires a lot of work on the part of the staff 
and we very grateful for each and every one and the part he or she has in 
our providing quality services. Special thanks go to Ramona Conrad-
Cooper, vice president of MBCH Children and Family Ministries, 
and to Julie Ball, vice president of The LIGHT House, for their roles 
in leading the accreditation process in their respective organizations.

NOT TO BE A BROKEN RECORD, but staffing continues to be a 
major focus for us as we seek to fill critical positions in order to carry out 
our mission (yes, I know this is the same thing I wrote last quarter). We 
have a number of critical openings right now that are really hampering 
service delivery.

There is little relief from knowing others are experiencing the same, 
but this is a problem across all sectors, and especially in the nonprofit 
arena. I recently read an article on the crisis being experienced in the 
nonprofit sector as it relates to workforce issues. 

Here are some statistics quoted by the authors in the article:
A recent survey from the National Council of Nonprofits found 

that 26 percent of nonprofit organizations reported job-vacancy rates 
of 20 to 29 percent. 

As of December 31, 2021, 450,000 fewer employees were working 
at nonprofits than before the pandemic.

One nonprofit in Kansas City currently has a 45 percent employee 
turnover rate despite raising starting salaries, adding sign-on bonuses, 
and increasing paid time off and paid holidays. This has forced the 
organization, which offers a range of services to children and families, 
to cut back the number of people it serves. 

Another nonprofit in Louisville, KY, that provides 
services for child-abuse survivors increased wages for 
direct-care workers by 30 to 35 percent since June, 
resulting in $500,000 in added expenses. With an 
additional $200,000 in overtime and bonuses, its 
labor costs have grown enormously. Despite these 
efforts, vacancy rates remain at nearly 35 percent, 
forcing the organization to delay or reject numerous 
residential referrals and temporarily close programs.

We are in a similar boat as these two organizations. 
We have had to close some units and decline referrals 
due to lack of staff. We need you to help us as we serve 
God’s children together. 

Word of mouth is the best recruitment technique and I encourage you 
to continue to share with those in your communities of our needs and 
to encourage those who feel God’s call to serve Him in a truly Biblically 
mandated ministry to prayerfully consider Missouri Baptist Children’s 
Home as the avenue by which that service can be accomplished. Job 
postings are on our website, www.mbch.org, and on Indeed.

LET ME CLOSE WITH A CLIENT story that was shared with me 
by one of our executive team members. It illustrates the impact on a 
child when the staff of MBCH, foster parents, and the church partner 
together to support and encourage a young life.

James came into one of our newer Treatment Family Care (TFC) 
homes. His response to trauma was to run and fight. He had a lack of 
felt safety. He had a big heart and tried hard to make friends but lacked 
the ability to know how to interact in a healthy and safe way. He went 
in and out of hospitals frequently and liked that setting better than a 
family setting. 

With new homes, one of the TFC Specialist’s job is to take all the 
training and show the foster parent how it applies to everyday situations. 
The Specialist for this home was very skilled in teaching the hands on 
every day healing tools of Trust Based Relational Interventions (TBRI), 
the trauma-informed model that we utilize at the Children’s Home. This 
young man gave this new TFC Parents a great opportunity to learn.

Not only were the TFC Specialist and TFC Parents vital in teaching 
James unconditional love, safety and support in learning, so was the 
church that wrapped around this family and James. He would go to 
Sunday school and become dysregulated. He would flip over the tables, 
use hurting words and run from the classroom. He showed his anger that 
stemmed from his trauma and not knowing if he was in a safe space. His 
teachers and even the pastor had to lovingly show him he was loved and 
cared for no matter what behaviors he displayed. This was no small feat. 
His school setting struggled to meet his needs and he had to be home 
schooled until they could get him into a therapeutic school. 

Continued on Page 4
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Church Engagement

Are You Serving Families in Your Own Community?
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

Women’s Ministry
By Wanda Shellenbarger, Women’s Ministry Specialist 
| Church Engagement Catalyst

THEME SCRIPTURE FOR 2022: “Lead me in your truth and 
teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the day 
long.” Psalm 25:5

We’re so excited for the 1-2-3 Women and Girls Conference coming 
up in June in Branson. Women and girls are registering and anxious for 
this great getaway. The Conference for Teen Girls will be for ages 13-18  
and the women will have many breakout session choices. Our Praise 
and Worship time will be together.

Check out the information on page 5 and register today at  
www.mbch.org by clicking on the banner at the top of the web page. Be 
sure to reserve your hotel room at the all newly remodeled AmericInn 
because the discounted rate of $65 per night is only good for as long as 
the room block lasts. Please feel free to contact me with any questions 
at Wanda.Shellenbarger@mbch.org.

THE BIBLE IS CLEAR THAT AS followers of 
Christ we are to serve and love others and love our 
neighbors as ourselves. When we are obedient and 
intentionally seek to serve, relationships form and 
new friendships begin to flourish. When the light of 
the gospel is introduced into these new friendships, 
relationships become transformational. It is powerful 
to hear testimonies of believers who were intentional 
to love and serve an individual or family and how God 
transformed lives in the process.

The opportunities to serve families abound. 
Have you ever considered how many children are 
in the foster care system in Missouri and how many 
families are impacted? What about how many children and families are 
impacted right in your own county? What about families in your local 
church? There may be foster or adoptive families or relative families 
caring for children in your church. What an opportunity to just serve 
and express love and appreciation as you support the ministries of 
these special families.

Right in your own community, you may be able to serve families 
who are at risk of child removal, families with children in state custody 
trying to reunify, relative families who have taken children into their 
home, adoptive families, foster families and families doing respite 
care to provide fostering families a break. The opportunities to serve 
are numerous.

Oxford dictionary defines vision as the ability to 
think about or plan the future with imagination or 
wisdom. The Bible instructs us, “If any of you lacks 
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives generously to all 
without reproach, and it will be given to him.” James 1:5”

Be encouraged to pray and ask God for wisdom 
and vision for ministry? As you begin to formulate 
your vision for ministry of what God may be calling 
you to do and how He can use you, consider what part 
of that vision includes serving those impacted by the 
child welfare system right in your area.

OUR MBCH CHURCH ENGAGEMENT 
INITIATIVE EXISTS to serve churches and be 

your guide as you seek to serve others. Get in touch with our church 
engagement team and let’s talk about the vision you believe God is 
giving you for service. If you are a Pastor or church leader, our team 
would love to offer strategies to help you with equipping the saints, 
and offer some clear pathways to get the people in your church serving 
families right in your community.

The families in your own community need you to be willing to 
serve. Please reach out to our MBCH Church Engagement team to 
learn what we may be able to do together. Contact David Burch, Church 
Engagement Strategist at david.burch@mbch.org.

President’s Update Continued from Page 3

He did come to believe in God and prayed every single night, for his 
mom, for his foster parents, for all his caseworkers and his brother. He went 
from not being able to regulate himself to knowing his coping skills and used 
them before he would throw something. He learned to stop and take deep 
breaths. He was able to identify his feelings and find appropriate responses. 
When he came, he wanted to be “the hulk” and hurt anybody but learned 
to give and receive care. He went from being aggressive to his foster mother 
to helping around the house and expressing how much he cared for his TFC 
Parents. He went from being angry with others to praying for others. With 
all his progress he was moved to an adoptive home and all is going well. 

WE MUST NEVER GIVE UP ON a child! We need people to join us 
in making this story a reality for more young lives. Please make this a 
matter of priority in your prayer life and then respond as God leads.

Thank you again for joining hands with us as we serve God by 
responding to the needs of children, youth, and families to make a 
lasting difference in their lives.
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries

Leadership Changes in MBCH Children and Family 
Ministries
By Ramona Conrad-Cooper, Vice President, MBCH Children and Family Ministries

JAN GRENINGER, PROGRAM DIRECTOR AT THE Lowe-Frillman 
campus in Bridgeton, is retiring in July of this year. Jan has provided 32 
years of service and ministry. During her tenure she has served in many 
different capacities, both in residential and community-based services 
including Social Worker at the Hutchens Campus and Residential 
Director of each of our campuses.

In the early 2000’s, she was 
asked to relocate from Joplin to 
St . Louis to assist w ith the 
residential campus in St. Louis 
where she has served since that 
time. Since 2014 she has served 
as Program Director and has been 
responsible for Treatment Family 
Care, Human Trafficking Rescue, 
Transitional Liv ing Ser vices, 
and Pregnancy Services. Jan has 
also provided support for our 
Maintenance Supervisor on the 
Lowe-Frillman Campus, and our 
Statewide Nurse Supervisor. 

It would take many pages to note all of Jan’s accomplishments; here 
are just a few:

• Jan was instrumental in assisting the Agency to develop its 
Human Trafficking Rescue Program in 2012 and has served as 
the Statewide Human Trafficking Rescue Director.

• Jan has led the Agency’s efforts in developing Treatment 
Family Care Relative services that enable relatives to care for 
grandchildren, nieces/nephews and other relatives who are 
experiencing significant trauma. 

• Jan has been an integral part of the team that plans and carries 
out the annual camp for clients the Agency has provided for the 
last 10 years.

• Jan has served on numerous teams that have helped improve 
processes in order to provide the best services we can to our 
clients and families. 

JAN HAS BEEN A COMMITTED SERVANT of Christ, not just in 
her job, but also in her personal life. She has been very involved in her 
church and its ministries. She has participated in countless mission 
trips both in the US and abroad. She loves the Lord and it shows in 
how she ministers. Jan has been a compassionate leader; her staff have 
experienced her mentoring and support. All those who know Jan know 
that she is not easily rattled, and is a calming presence in times of crisis. 

While we are saddened to see Jan leave, we also congratulate her on a 
job well done, and pray God’s richest blessings on her as she retires and as 
she finds new ways to continue to be God’s servant. Congratulations, Jan!

The Children’s Home is pleased to announce two new program 
directors to serve in MBCH Children and Family Ministries, the client 
services affiliate of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. 

KRISTI THERIOT HAS BEEN PROMOTED TO Program Director 
at the Lowe-Frillman Campus. Kristi has served in several different 
capacities since she was first hired 
in 2006 including working in our 
residential programs and our case 
management services.

Kristi was instrumental in 
assisting the agency to develop our 
Treatment Family Care services 
years ago. Her current position is 
Treatment Family Care Supervisor 
where she has served for a number 
of years. K rist i is a l icensed 
professional counselor and also 
has experience and training in 
trauma-informed care. She will 
assume her new role in August after the retirement of Jan Greninger, 
current Program Director. 

LISA LOWRANCE HAS BEEN NAMED THE Program Director 
for our Springfield Office. Lisa comes to us from Lutheran Family 

and Children’s Services where 
she served as the Senior Program 
Manager of Foster Care. Lisa has 
over 17 years of experience in 
child welfare including extensive 
experience as a case manager 
for children and youth in state 
custody due to abuse/neglect. Lisa 
is also a proud adoptive mom of 
three boys. She will start her new 
role on May 16.

We welcome both Kristi and 
Lisa to our leadership team at 
MBCH and look forward to seeing 

how God will use them to continue meeting our mission of making a 
difference in the lives of children, youth, and families. 



Will You Help Us Change the Legacy for Children 
from Hard Places?

Dear Friend,
Recently my daily Bible reading included a devotional about the legacy that families leave for their children. It referenced some 

of what the Apostle Paul wrote to his young protégé, Timothy. Timothy’s faith had been shaped by the faith – and the faithfulness 
– of his family. It could just as easily have been his father and grandfather, or an aunt and uncle or any other close family members 
– but Paul mentions Timothy’s mother and grandmother because THEY were the ones who had the greatest impact on HIS faith.

I was personally blessed to have wonderful Christian parents. I know I am who I am partly because of the faith they shared 
with me. They prayed for me. They took me to church. They read the Bible to me and they lived out their faith in front of me. They 
knew the importance of leaving a legacy of faith. Unfortunately, there are children and youth in our society who have not benefited 
from loving, Christian families. In all too many instances, their lives have been shaped by the addictions of their families or the 
anger of their families or the selfishness of their families. The legacy left to many of these children is pain, despair and hopelessness. 

Several years ago Matthew West recorded a song with these haunting lyrics: “Caught in the middle of this dysfunction, it’s your 
sad reality. It’s your messed up family tree. And all you’re left with is the question: ‘Are you gonna be like your father was and his 
father was?’ Do you have to carry what they’ve handed down?” This is the opposite of the legacy that Timothy received. But it is 
the legacy that all too many of the children in our care at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home have been left.

The ministry and mission of MBCH is to change the legacy. It is to share the hope that they don’t have to be like their fathers 
and grandfathers – or their mothers and grandmothers. We have the privilege of sharing the good news that Jesus Christ breaks 
the chains of their past and offers them hope and restoration.

Your financial investment in our ministry will help us reach out to hundreds of children, youth and families with “messed up 
family trees.” That is why I’m asking for your support. You have the amazing opportunity to make a lasting difference in the lives 
of individuals who are hurting in so many ways! Without your financial support we could not provide the services and ministries 
that are necessary to provide hope and restoration for those who come to us.

We recently received the story of one of our “alumni.” She had been told by school counselors that because of her family 
bloodline and dysfunctional environment, she would more than likely be addicted to drugs and wouldn’t be able to succeed in 
school. In essence, she was told that her family legacy DID describe her future. Through the faithfulness of our Christian staff, 
she slowly came to the understanding that Jesus changes everything. She said, “I want to tell you that whoever said you would never 
make it, it’s not true. Where you are sitting does not have to be the end of the road for you. It doesn’t matter how you got here. It doesn’t 
matter what you have done in the past. What matters is that God has a purpose and a plan for each of us.”

I think that Matthew West must have had her story in mind when the lyrics of his song change from despair to proclaim the 
promise of Jesus: “I can break the chains that bind you. I have a dream for you. It’s better than where you’ve been. It’s bigger than 
your imagination. You’re gonna find real love. And you’re gonna hold your kids. You’ll change the course of generations. No, this is 
NOT your legacy. This is NOT your destiny. Yesterday does not define you, ’cause you’re my child, you’re my chosen. You are loved. 
And I will restore all that was broken.”

We are in the time of year – approaching Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day when we celebrate “family.” It is my prayer that you 
are a product of the faith of your family and that you have shared that faith with your children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews. 
But you don’t have to be a biological family member to leave a lasting legacy for children and youth. You may be the product of 
the faith of a teacher or a neighbor. 

You have the opportunity – and the responsibility – to share a legacy of faith with hurting children and youth who will not 
receive that legacy at home. One way to do that is to send a gift in honor or memory of your mother or father or another special 
person in your life. A gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home will live on in healing the many hurting lives we touch every day.

Please help those who are counting on Missouri Baptist Children’s Home to be there when they are in need of the love, care 
and guidance that every family should provide.

       Blessings,

       Russell L. Martin
       President
P.S. Please mail your gift to either Missouri Baptist Children’s Home, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

You can also make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” button and select “Mothers’ Day” as the 
gift designation.

 “I remember 
your genuine 
faith, for you 
share the 
faith that first 
filled your 
grandmother 
Lois and your 
mother, Eunice. 
And I know 
that same 
faith continues 
strong in you.” 
… “You have 
been taught 
the Holy 
Scriptures from 
childhood, and 
they have given 
you the wisdom 
to receive the 
salvation 
that comes 
by trusting in 
Christ Jesus.”

1 Timothy 
1:5 and 
2 Timothy 
3:15





The Messenger – 9mbch.org

The following children will be celebrating their 
birthdays in the next few months. Will you please pray 

for our children on their birthday?
Ashton ......................................... May 3
Jeremiah ...................................... May 5
Luciana ........................................ May 5
Owen ........................................... May 6
Trevione ..................................... May 11
Iyshum ....................................... May 20
Alexis ......................................... May 23
Shameca .................................... May 23
Kyle ............................................ May 23
Da’Zhane .................................... May 28
Jeffrey ........................................ May 28
Samantha .................................. May 31 
Cheryl...........................................June 2
Tiana ............................................June 2
Amanda .......................................June 4
Marquita ......................................June 6
Madison .......................................June 7
Willow..........................................June 9
Victor .........................................June 11
Clarence .....................................June 12
Renika ........................................June 18
Chance  ......................................June 21
Deltreace ....................................June 22
Ashlynd ......................................June 24
Harley ........................................June 24
Hannah ......................................June 25
Sarah ..........................................June 28
Andrea .......................................June 29
Bryana .......................................June 29
Hannah ......................................... July 1
Denise ........................................... July 1
Shanna .......................................... July 4
Ellen .............................................. July 4
Hayley ........................................... July 6
Adina ............................................ July 7
Sandra........................................... July 7
Teia ............................................... July 7
Noah ............................................. July 7
Christie .......................................... July 8
Alyssa ............................................ July 9
Jade ............................................ July 11
Jayla ............................................ July 12
William ....................................... July 12
Noah ........................................... July 15

Kyla ............................................. July 17
Horizon ....................................... July 17
Paige ........................................... July 17
Paige ........................................... July 17
Nevaeh ........................................ July 18
Heather ....................................... July 18
Tiffany ......................................... July 20
Bradley ........................................ July 20
Robert ......................................... July 23
Alexander .................................... July 26
Anna ........................................... July 29
Kiarius ......................................... July 30
Kylee ........................................... July 31
Naketria ................................... August 8
Isabel ....................................... August 8
Joshua ...................................... August 9
Joy ........................................... August 9
Stacy ........................................ August 9
Breanna ................................. August 10
RacQuel .................................. August 15
Kelby ...................................... August 16
Christian ................................. August 17
Mellonie ................................. August 22
Austin .................................... August 22
Ryan ....................................... August 23
Jada ....................................... August 23
Ziza ....................................September 1
Aiden .................................September 2
Nicholas .............................September 3
Chloe ..................................September 4
Denzel ................................September 6
Jesse ..................................September 9
Mercedes ..........................September 10
Virginia ............................September 12
Isla ...................................September 17
Hannah ............................September 21
Brittany ............................September 22
Donnalesha ......................September 23
Danielle ............................September 24
Dakota .............................September 29
Charles .............................September 29
Annia ...............................September 29
Shelby ..............................September 29

Missions/Ministry 
Opportunities at MBCH
You don’t have to work in a church or go to a 

distant “mission field” to be actively involved in 
ministry and missions. You can impact the lives of 
children, youth and families with the Gospel right 
here in Missouri. Every day, MBCH “missionaries” 
are making a lasting difference in lives by serving 
“the least of these.”

Because of a lack of staff, MBCH Children and 
Family Ministries has been forced to close some of 
our Therapeutic Group Homes. That reduces the 
number of children who will hear about the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ.

If you would like to learn more about becoming 
an MBCH Missionary, call 800-264-6224 and ask 
for Human Resources.
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The LIGHT House

Residential Maternity Care

In-Home Services

Parenting Skills

Community Outreach 
Program

Licensed Adoption Agency

24/7 Hope Line 
816-916-4434

www.lighthousekc.org

816-361-2233

Urgent Needs for 
The LIGHT House 
For moms: toiletries (ethnic 

hair items, lotions, body 
spray, body wash, ), 
pregnancy pillows, adult 
coloring books, journals

For babies: baby books & 
toys, baby bottles, sleep 
sacks, teethers

Most urgently needed 
items include: 

Diapers Size 6

Pull Ups - All sizes

Baby Wipes

Baby Wash & Lotion

Toddler socks

Women’s toiletries & 
feminine hygiene items 

Ethnic Hair Care products 

We are so excited to announce our 
new Maternity Home Manager, 

Kendra Werner.  Kendra is a 
social worker who has worked 
with children and families for 

more than twenty years.  At 
the LIGHT House she has served 

as a Residential Specialist in 
the maternity home, as well as 
Outreach Assistant where she 

managed donations and the Baby 
Boutique.

Practicum Student Wrap-Up!
By Andrea McAdam, Community Program Manager
OVER THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR, The LIGHT House had 
the honor to host two Bachelor’s level practicum students, Maggie 
from Park University, and Odessa from Avila University. Throughout 
the year, they were a huge help to the agency as they jumped right in to 
learn, observe, lead, and grow in interacting with the clients, staff, and 
programs.

During the year, each of them were able to learn about our variety 
of programs across the three different levels of social work: Micro 
(the Maternity Home, Home-Based Pregnancy Support Services, and 
Adoptions), Mezzo (Outreach), and Macro (Administrations). They 
engaged with our clients at the Maternity Home to build rapport, find 
community resources, advocate for and empower our moms. They 
each helped with our Outreach program to build connections with the 
moms, play and create crafts with the kiddos, as well as teach 1 large 
group class. Maggie and Odessa ended the semester by planning and 
leading an Easter Egg Hunt for the children in the Outreach program!

In May, they will finish their practicum and graduate as Bachelor 
of Social Work (BSW) students! Maggie and Odessa have grown so 
much, both personally and professionally, and I’ve enjoyed watching 
them succeed! Maggie is going to find a job in the social work field, 
and Odessa will begin graduate school at KU to obtain her Master’s in 
Social Work. We wish them the best of luck, and I know they will make 
impact in their future careers!

Help make a CHANGE

Contact Julie Karanja at juliek.lighthouse@mbch.org if you’d 
like to organize a diaper or supply drive at your local church!
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The LIGHT House

Each spring, Abundant Life 
Church organizes a day to serve 
the Kansas City community. They 
call it LOVE KC day, and The LIGHT 
House has been fortunate to 
have a volunteer group complete 
service projects the past several 
years.

This year, we had a group of 20 volunteers come on 
April 25th to complete several projects around the resi-
dential maternity home. They completely took out an old 
bathroom vanity and installed a new one. Three men who 
work for Ryan Lawn completely redid our yard and planted 
new plants for us.

They painted the girls’ bathroom and one lady on the 
team was able to paint a bible verse in our dining room. 
They worked so hard the only group picture we got was 
when they were all gathered and passed out tasks! We are so 
thankful for the people who took time out of their weekend 
to help The LIGHT House feel more like a home!
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Consider the Widow’s Gift
By James Morrow, Vice President, MBCH Foundation

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri: Joe Nogalski, 816-317-4430

East/Northeast Missouri: David McMullin, 573-259-3971

Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906

Southeast/Central Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 573-241-1113

(Advancement Assistant)
Della Degroff (Jefferson City), 573.636.0400 ext. 390

Cindy Roberts (Bridgeton), 800.264.6224

Support

THERE’S SIMPLY NO WAY AROUND IT; things 
are tough right now in the economy. Inflation is at a 
40 year high. Gas prices at the pump are at record levels 
and in our state the average is hovering around $4.00 a 
gallon. In this economic environment all of us are having 
to make financial decisions so that our money is spent 
most effectively for the benefit of our family.

In times like this it is important to remember what 
Jesus taught on giving. In Luke 21:1-4 Jesus and His 
disciples observe a spiritual reality play out before 
their eyes in the week leading up to his arrest and 
crucifixion. Luke writes, “Jesus looked up and saw the 
rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and He saw 
a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And He said, ‘Truly, I tell you, 
this widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of 
their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.’”

People from all walks of life were placing their offerings in the temple 
offering box and a widow came forward and gave two small coins while 
the wealthy before and after her put in seemingly much greater gifts. 
However, Jesus explained to His disciples that the widow’s gift was of 
greater value in the Father’s eyes than the offerings of the rich. Why? 
It has nothing to do with actual worth of the gifts and everything to do 
with the heart of the givers. As Jesus explained, the widow gave out her 
poverty and the wealthy gave from their abundance. The widow gave 
everything and the wealthy gave a little.

WHEN WE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL CHURCH, 
the ministries of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home, 
or any other Kingdom effort, the gifts should cause 
us to place our faith in the Father for His provision. 
Our giving is a direct reflection of our dependence or 
lack thereof on the sovereign provision of the Father. 
The size of the gift is irrelevant because God has 
ownership over everything and His work is always 
supplied for because He supplies completely.

During this season I encourage you to give out of 
your poverty; whatever that might mean for you. Give 
in a way that shows the world  that you place your trust 
in the One that owns the cattle on a thousand hills.

At Missouri Baptist Children’s Home we are facing the same 
economic headwinds in our attempt to minister to children, youth and 
families all across Missouri, and we need your help in accomplishing 
this. Missouri Baptists have always been and continue to be remarkably 
faithful in their support of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home and for 
that we thank you! We could not provide the many faceted ministries 
we provide statewide without your support.

If you are interested in supporting Missouri Baptist Children’s Home 
or The LIGHT House please contact your area regional representative, 
or email development@mbch.org. 

As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in 
and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least 
of these”!
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Unified Under the Cross of Christ
By Joe Nogalski, Regional Representative, MBCH Foundation

AS I WRITE THIS IN APRIL, the war in Ukraine 
has caught our attention. The mighty Russian army 
is being stopped and pushed back by the small but 
unified Ukrainian people. The president of Ukraine, 
Zelensky, has done an amazing job unifying his 
country with amazing patriotic pride. Zelensky 
has also unified the western countries to give their 
support to help Ukraine fight this devastation by 
Putin. Pray for Ukraine and the displaced children 
and families needing to be rescued. I am thankful for 
the IMB and Disaster Relief that has responded well.

As the church, we should be unified under the 
cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In the book 
of Philippians we are told to have the mind of Christ 
and to humble ourselves as He did.

We all should be unified under the gospel of Jesus Christ. We all 
should be unified by God’s love for us. We all should be unified by our 
love for one another. I know the brokenness in Ukraine is overwhelming, 
but let us also remain unified to push back the darkness here and 
around the world. As Zelensky unified the world for military aid, let 
the church be unified in Christ to reach those caught in the darkness. 
As Putin attacks Ukraine, Satan attacks the family. The gospel is the 
hope for the entire world. 

WE NEED YOU TO UNITE WITH your MBCH ministries to help 
restore families. We need to unite together to stop sex trafficking in 
Missouri. Our two rescue homes are operating to help young ladies find 
freedom and a new life.

We need to help teens and young ladies with unexpected pregnancies 
to find love and help to protect their unborn children. Over 100 babies 
are given life each year through our counseling and facilities.

We need you to unite with us as foster parents so every child can 
have a safe and loving home. Every day your MBCH team works with 
over 400 foster children. We need you to unite with us so that kids who 

have been mistreated beyond our imagination can 
find the tools to recover. 

Never lose sight of the fact that just as the physical 
wars wage around us, your MBCH team engages in 
spiritual warfare each and every day. We need you to 
support us through prayer. Without a praying army 
we cannot win a spiritual war.

We need you to rally around us with your financial 
support. When Zelensky was asked if he wanted help 
to leave his country, he replied, “I don’t need a ride. 
I need ammunition.” Your gifts are our ammunition 
to fund the Christ-centered care these young people 
need. We could also use volunteers like you to bring 
awareness and to join us in the battle to save families 
and children. 

I am blessed to know that I am not alone. I want everyone to experience 
the unifying love of the Gospel and the unity of the church family. 

2022 Special Events
Thank you for your patience as we altered, rescheduled and even canceled events last year. Events are an important 

way for us to get together to support children, youth and families. We love the opportunity to get to know you and 
share about our ministries. And hopefully, we can have some fun at the same time!

In 2022, we are planning to go forward with all our events. We may need to make a few changes, but we are very 
hopeful that none will need to be canceled. So, mark your calendars for this year’s events:
June 4 – 130th Annual Strawberry Festival: FBC, Arnold
September 24 – Hope and Restoration Run: Rutledge-Wilson Farm Park, Springfield
October 7 – Hannibal Golf Tournament: Norwoods Golf Course

If you would like to help plan and volunteer at any of our events, we would love to have your assistance. Please 
contact Cindy Roberts at 800-264-6224 or cindy.roberts@mbch.org.

Support

MBCH Foundation is excited to 
announce the hiring of a new 

Regional Representative. David 
McMullin has replaced Allen 
Calkins (retired) and will be 

working with churches and donors 
in northeast Missouri. David is a 

long-time member, Sunday school 
teacher and deacon for Temple 

Baptist Church in Sullivan. He is a 
father of three grown daughters; 
Shelly, Laura and Megan and has 

been married to his wife Sarah for 
over 47 years. We are incredibly 

excited to have David join the 
MBCH Foundation staff.
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Memorials and Honorariums

Memorials
Armstrong, Velma by P.E.P. of Macedonia 

Baptist Church (Springfield)
Baldwin, Ellen by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)
Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles & 

Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)
Beaird, Jewell by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)
Bohannon, Emma by Brenda Collins, 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kampschroeder, 
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Santo (Eureka); Lane 
Baker (Fenton); Mr. Joseph Kramer 
(St.  Louis) ;  L iving Word United 
Methodist Church (Wildwood)

Brady, Dale by Cedar Bluff Baptist Church 
(Falcon)

Brizendine, Doris by Keith and Ana 
Hendrix (Jamestown)

Brown, Kenneth and Erma by Charles & 
Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)

Bryan, Cardis by Ed and Cindy Jones 
(Steelville)

Butler, Jr., James L. by Betty Butler (Lee’s 
Summit)

Caldwell, Dr. Fred by Russ and Suzanne 
Collier (Dexter); First Baptist Church, 
Junior and Debbie Stacy (Poplar Bluff)

Carriger, Howard by Bryan and Melissa 
Wollard, Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Wollard 
(Fair Play)

Carter, Reba Joyce by Nancy Porter and 
Sandy Preston (Mechanicville)

Cauldwell, Joe and Jean by P.E.P. of 
Macedonia Baptist Church (Springfield)

Coker, Marlalyn by James and Barbara 
Palmer, Veda Venable and Ramona 
Venable (Rolla)

Cooper, Karen by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Cortelyou, Pete  by Southeastern 
Resources, Inc. (Alpharetta); Sean 
Carlin (Coraopolis); Jerry and Faye Petro, 
Jerry and Faye Petro (Franklin); The 
Barry Group LLC (Frisco); Rick and Karen 
Twilley (Mobile ); Curtis and Cynthia 
Gass (Theodore)

Cox, Tammy by First Baptist Church 
(Hardin)

Crowder, Peggy by Adam and Linda 
Zghall (St. Louis)

Crump, Carolyn by Perry and Cynthia 
Hazelwood (Altenburg)

Day, Venita by Mr. and Mrs. Keith Caddy 
(Nixa); Philip Norman (Palm Desert); 
Mr. and Mrs. David Wubbolding 
(Pickerington); Patty Sharrock (Temple 
Terrace); Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Cook 
(Walnut Grove)

Dill, Gary by Mr. and Mrs. William M. 
Ronan (St. Charles)

Emerson, Betty Jane by Marie Fox 
(Ballwin); Candace Stokes (De Soto); 
Jeanne Micolucci (Jacksonville)

Ferrell, Georgia by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Fincher, Keith  by Rebecca Winn 
(Evansville)

Graham, Robert David and Ann 
Stewart by Rodney and Geneva Dorr 
(Maysville)

Grant, Bill by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Grubb, Tamey by Ramona Caywood 
(Savannah)

Hays, Doug by Summit Woods Baptist 
Church (Lee’s Summit)

Henry, Joyce by Mr. and Mrs. Bill File 
(Beloit); Mr. and Mrs. Larry Amen 
(Dardenne Prairie); Lindsay Henley 
(Prairie Village); Concord Church, 
Concord Church Gathering class 
(St. Louis)

Hines, Chuck by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Hopkins, Roy E. by Mr. and Mrs. C. T. 
Carlyle (California); Cordelia Hopkins 
(Sedalia)

Hughes, Raymond and Nettie by 
Ramona Caywood (Savannah)

Johnson, George and Ruth by Mr. and 
Mrs. Larry Ditmer (Topeka)

Johnson, Shermin by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Kesler, DeLois by Sally Wood (Lawson)
Kincade, Bill by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)
Koscak, Peter by Galilean Sunday Adult 

Class of Macedonia Baptist Church 
(Springfield)

Lambert, Keith by Mr. and Mrs. Glen 
Taylor (Carrier Mills)

Marshall, Melvin by Dean McDowell 
(St. Paul)

Matthews, Richard by Polly Matthews 
(Springfield)

Mothersbaugh, Willis  by Mrs. B. 
Jeannette Smith (Jackson); Mr. and 
Mrs. Keith Jeffers (Kingsville); Mr. and 
Mrs. Froeschle (Lee’s Summit)

Mundell, Tony by Park Baptist Church 
Deacons (Brookfield)

Perryman, Marjorie by William and 
Martha Sutherlin and Family (Ozark); 
Heather Perryman (Springfield); Boyd 
and Carol Simmons (Willard)

Ponder, John by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Powers, Rodney by Lewis and Marjorie 
Powers (St. Louis)

Ratliff, John by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Robinett, Barbara by Gina Musick 
(Olathe); Jack and Bonnie Jewell, Larry 
and Bonnie Jewell (Raymore)

Sanders, Sharon by Glenn and Jan Taylor 
(Carrier Mills)

Scarborough, Amy Michelle by Mr. and 
Mrs. Steve H. Scarborough, Mr. and Mrs. 
Steve H. Scarborough (Oak Grove)

Smith, Kathleen by Mr. and Mrs. George 
R. Niemann (Arnold); Jennifer Pupillo, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Marcellino, Mr. 
and Mrs. Scott F. Orth, SSM Health 
Rehabilitation Therapy Department 
(Ballwin); Margaret Albrecht, Patricia 
Wagner, Patti Wagner (Chesterfield); 
Amy Sovar (Florissant); Alicia Spiegel, 
Little Patriots Embraced (Kirkwood); Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Foster (Maryland Heights); 
William Campen (Moscow Mills); Linda 
Wells, Judy Raia, Donna Sides and Lora 
Behnke (Park Ridge); Kathleen Largura, 
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Clubb (St. Charles); 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Rapisardo, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Spear, Mr. and Mrs. Randall W. 
Stone (St. Louis); Judith and Glen Elfrank 
(The Villages); Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. 
Siebert (Town and Country); Mr. and 
Mrs. Dale Snider (Troy)

Smith, Mary by Mr. and Mrs. Alan 
Roberson (Bethany); Mr. and Mrs. 
Jeffery L. Janeway (Brimingham); 
Judith E. Conaway, Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Burchett, Mrs. Ruth A. Bush (St. Joseph)

Snitker, Daniel by John and Juanita 
Maggard (Holden)

Spivey, Niva by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Stephen Blake Watkins by Mr. & Mrs. 
Tom R. Watkins (Lebanon)

Stroupe, Sandra K. by Roy L. Stroupe 
(Owensville)

Wanda Bozarth by Felicia Jump and 
Geraldine Underwoo (Bolivar)

Whitehead, Candy by Craig & Carol 
Philpot (Carthage); Lenora Hyder 
(Granby); Donald and Donna Pritchard 
(Grove); Billy and Susan Snow, Donna 
Hood, Ronald and Peggy Becknell 
(Neosho); Clyde and Betty Whitehead, 
DL and Cheryl Lankford’s, Judy Doran 
and Fred Parks, Willa Beth Drake 
(Seneca)

Whitener, Ben by Mrs. Kay Whitener 
(Festus)

Whitlock, Bill by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Willoughby, Barbara by Dan and Sandra 
Spickard (Ozark); Great Southern Bank, 
Norma Johnson, Raydeen Gaddy, Rev. 
R.E. and Carolyn Messner (Springfield); 
Carpenters House of Willard (Willard)

Wilson, Vestal by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Winans, Marie by Mr. and Mrs. Don 
Osborne (Jasper)

Wright, Paula by Mr. and Mrs. William 
Ronan (St. Charles)

Young, Wayne by Steven and Ellen Short 
(Gretna)

Honorariums
Jett, Dwayne by Philip and Juanita Jett 

(Alton)
Stewart, Gregory on his 52nd Birthday 

by Hubert and Shirley Stewart (Carrier 
Mills)

Online 
Donations

If you would like to make 
a donation to care for hurting 
children with your credit or debit 
card, simply visit www.mbch.org 
and click the “Donate” button 
on any page to go to the on-line 
donation page.

If you have questions or problems 
with on-line contributions to 
MBCH, please call 1-800-264-6224 
and ask for John Jost. John can help 
you with your web based giving.
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Getting Excess Mail?
If you are receiving duplicate 

mailings, mailings for people who 
no longer live at your address or 
mailings for deceased individuals, 
please contact us so we can correct 
our database. To report information 
which needs to be updated/corrected, 
please cut-out and return this form or 
call 800-264-6224. 

You can also make changes on-
line by going to www.mbch.org and 
clicking on “Mailing Preferences” under 
the “Get Involved” tab. 

Address Change Form
Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:

o Change the address to: __________________________________________________

 City _________________________________________ State ______ Zip_________ 

o Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:

o Individual is deceased: please provide name _____________________________

o Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the 
 duplicate _______________)

o No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state

o Other: __________________________________________________________

THIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR many Vacation Bible School Directors are 
looking for ways to promote mission opportunities in VBS. Missouri 
Baptist Children’s Home offers several special programs that have been 
popular with children’s groups.

The “KOINS4KIDS” program (see 
back page) offers many exciting ways 
to promote competition between age 
groups, boys and girls, etc. within the 
context of a valuable mission project. 
Various groups can compete to bring the 
most coins to VBS to help the children at 
MBCH. Posters and other materials are 
available to help advertise this program. 

(KOINS4KIDS is an update of the “Miles of Pennies” program that 
MBCH has promoted for many years. The truth is, a penny just doesn’t 
go as far as it used to – even a mile of them!)

The MBCH Coloring 
Book is another activity 
t h at  prov ide s  m i s s ion 
education. We can provide 
you w it h copies of t he 
Coloring Book or  you  can 
download a master copy of 
the Coloring Book  from  
www.mbch.org (click on the 
“Resources” link) and then 
duplicate as many copies 
of the book (or individual 
pages) as you need. 

Duffel Bags are always 
needed by foster children 
and residents at MBCH. These children often have nothing but a black 
trash bag to carry their belongings to their new foster homes. Collecting 
new (or like new) duffel bags would be a wonderful project for VBS (or 
other mission organizations).

Bible Drive. The first thing 
a child receives when he or 
she arrives at MBCH is a new 
Bible. For most of our children, 
this is the first Bible they have 
ever owned. A mission offering 
designated for MBCH Bibles 
is an outstanding way to blend 
a mission project with the 
importance of God’s Word. We 
have found it is important to 
provide all of our children with 
the same kind of Bible so there 
is no cause for envy/jealousy 
between them, so money for 
us to buy Bibles is preferable to 
collecting Bibles to give.

If you are looking for 
other mission project ideas 
for VBS, Missions Groups, 
Sunday School Classes or 
the whole church, please 
check out our “Mission 
Project Ideas” book let. 
T h is book let of fers a 
variety of ministry ideas 
that may stimulate the way 
you think about helping 
the children, youth and 
families of Missouri Baptist 
Chidlren’s Home. You can 
request a copy to be sent 
to you by e-mailing public.

relations@mbch.org or download it from our website www.mbch.org.

VBS Mission Projects
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With VBS right around the corner, KOINS4Kids can 
be a fun way to collect and designate your VBS 
missions offering. You can promote competition 
between age groups, boys and girls, etc. There are 
promotional materials and more suggestions at 
www.mbch.org.


