


mbch.orgThe Messenger – 2

The Messenger
February 2022

President & Treasurer
Russell L. Martin

Public Relations Staff
Vice President, Public Relations

Derald L. Harris

Director of Web Development 
and Computer Services

John Jost

Public Relations Specialist
Jessica Hanff

The Messenger
Is a quarterly publication of 
Missouri Baptist Children’s 

Home. 
Please direct any questions or 

comments to the Public Relations 
Office at 800-264-6224 or at 

mbch@mbch.org.

The MBCH Family of Corporations 
is composed of:

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home
MBCH Children and Family 

Ministries
The LIGHT House
MBCH Properties

MBCH Foundation

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home is a 
Cooperative Program ministry.

“Publish His glorious deeds 
among the nations. 

Tell everyone about the amazing 
things He does.” 

Psalm 96:3 (NLT)

Dustin McGuire Receives 
Dwight E. Branson Direct Care Worker 
of the Year Award
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 
TO DUSTIN “DUSTY” 
MCGUIRE WHO works on our 
Hutchens Campus for receiving 
the Dwight Branson Direct Care 
Worker of the Year Award at the 
Missouri Coalition for Children 
(MCC) conference on November 
10. This award is given to a person 
who has shown extraordinary 
devotion and dedication in 
working with children.

Dusty McGuire has served 
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home 
for almost a decade. During that 
time, Dusty has served in the 
Residential Program, Transitional 
Living Program and in leadership 
roles. Dusty has seen us through 
t he t ra n sit ion i nto t rau ma 
informed programming and implementation of TBRI. And taken every tension and change with stride.

Dusty currently works as a shift worker for the boys’ home on the Mt. Vernon campus. He has become 
not only an excellent practitioner of trauma informed principles but he is also a faithful advocate for their 
implementation in everything he and other staff do. But all of that only has value because he focuses on 
connecting and empowering our clients. “Numerous clients have voiced that they really like Dusty and it’s 
not just because he’s an amazing cook,” said Chuck Phillips, Program Director. “They like him because he is 
good at making them feel heard, and cared about by spending time with them even during the most mundane 
activities. Our clients also connect with Dusty because he is able to help them when they are struggling.”

“Dusty’s pretty incredible. Dusty is just so consistent and trustworthy. He can pretty much do and helps 
with everything. If we need him in TLP he’s in TLP, if we need him to go run to a doctor’s appointment 
Dusty’s on it, if we need him to go to the grocery store and do some shopping for the house while they’re 
out on break Dusty has no problem doing any of those things. He truly is an all-around leader for us quite 
honestly and I can’t emphasize enough how dependable he is,” Phillips said.

Pictured with Dustin are Russ Martin, Mary Chant (executive director of 
MCC), and Denise Cross (president and CEO of Cornerstones of Care), who 

presented the award on behalf of MCC.

“Serving God by Responding 
to the Needs of Children, Youth 
and Families to Make a Lasting 

Difference in Their Lives.”
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President’s Update

AT THE TIME OF MY 
WRITING THIS we are a couple 
of weeks into the new year of 2022 
and will be well into the year by the 
time you read this. It is amazing 
to me how time seems to go by 
faster and faster with each passing 
year. I can remember when I was 
much younger I would hear my 
parents and those “older” people 
talk about how fast time went by. 
Since I am well into that category 
of “older” people, I understand 

and now say the same thing. 
2021 had lots of challenges (what year doesn’t?), but also had lots of 

opportunities. I continue to be amazed at the faithfulness of our God 
and how He protects us, provides for us, and guides us through every 
experience we encounter – whether it be good, bad or ugly.

The May issue of The Messenger will contain our Annual Report for 
2021, but I want to give you a “sneak peek” preview so you can rejoice 
with us in the good things that were accomplished last year. This, in spite 
of a pandemic and all that is related to it that continued to be a challenge 
through all of last year, and even continues into 2022. I expect we will 
be dealing with the “fallout” from this pandemic for years to come. 

I think the full impact that our responses to the pandemic is having 
(and will have) on our children and families remains to be seen. We know 
educational achievement has been hindered. We know stress levels have 
been heightened. We are seeing increases in suicidal ideation (especially 
among youth) and drug addiction numbers continue to escalate.

This is why Christian faith-based ministries like Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home are needed even more now than ever. The challenges in 
our fallen world are great; but our God is greater. The needs of children 
and families continue to escalate, but God’s provision is greater. God’s 
grace is sufficient for all our needs. However, we must be faithful to tell 
others the Gospel story so they can have the opportunity to accept it and 
have their lives changed for eternity. God is in the “business” of providing 
hope, healing and restoration, and that is the mission of MBCH.

MBCH STAFF CONTINUES TO DO QUALITY work, even under 
the challenging conditions due to the pandemic. The teams adapted and 
became creative and innovative in meeting the needs of children, youth 
and families. I am so very proud of each and every one of them and their 
commitments to service in the name of our Lord.

Now for the “sneak peek” preview I mentioned above.
Because of you, MBCH through its affiliates, MBCH Children and 

Family Ministries and The LIGHT House:
• Helped facilitate 207 permanencies for children as follows: 

94 reunifications with family 
47 through guardianships 
66 adoptions 

• Promoted the sanctity of human life by protecting and defending 
the unborn by ministering to almost 200 pregnant girls and women.

• Ministered to 5 adult women and 16 minor girls in our human 
trafficking rescue program.

• Provided residential services to 16 clients who are developmentally 
disabled.

• Provided services to more than 350 foster/adoptive and relative 
homes.

This does not even include those children and families served 
through our therapeutic group homes, treatment family care program 
and transitional living program. All told, more than 4,700 lives were 
touched by MBCH and its affiliates in various programs. Thank you 
for the part you played in making this happen.

WE CONTINUE TO OFFER STEWARDS OF CHILDREN training 
which helps in recognizing incidents of sexual abuse and identifies steps 
to take to prevent it and how to respond, if you suspect it. Sexual abuse 
is a horrific stain in our world that needs to be eradicated. This training 
is provided at various locations around the state and I encourage you 
to participate in a training, if you have not already done so. In 2021, we 
had 695 people attend, even with the pandemic. In total, we have had 
more than 3,000 people participate. But, there are a lot more of us who 
need this training. To bring this opportunity to your church or to your 
association, contact David Burch, our church engagement strategist, at 
David.Burch@MBCH.org and he will be more than happy to work with 
you on a date.

We continue to be challenged with staff vacancies in our residential 
program. We continue to need residential specialists (youth care 
workers) to serve as missionaries with us as we minister to children 
across the state of Missouri. Our recruitment efforts thus far have not 
produced the results we had hoped. We have had to temporarily close 
some of our houses because we do not have sufficient staff to cover 
them. I ask you to pray about who you know that you might encourage 
to consider this area of ministry. And, who knows? That person might 
even be you. Please check out our website for more information on 
how you or someone you know can serve as a missionary right here in 
Missouri or call our Human Resources department at 1-800-264-6224 
for more information.

God uses His people to accomplish His work. We are very pleased 
that you have responded to God’s call to join hands with us in this most 
important and critical work.

Blessings and peace to you as we serve Him together.
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Women’s Ministry

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD 
TO EXCITING, new and different 
opportunities for women and girls in 
2022! While we are anxiously looking 
forward, I do want to share some of the 
things we saw the Lord doing in lives over 
the past several months.

October “New Thing?!” Women’s Conference
We were so blessed to have Laura Lacy Johnson as our guest speaker 

for the Conference. She has such a tender heart for the Word of God 
and we loved having her. The State Regional Leaders did such a great 
job with breakout sessions and ministering to the attendees. We were 
tremendously aware of the Lord working in hearts and lives as we 
addressed several social issues of our day. As we are working our way 
through the season of Covid, we discussed the increased problem of 
domestic abuse and violence. The newest regional leader, Dr. Char 
Newbold, spoke directly to this and we experienced the Lord working 
in huge ways in the lives of several of the attendees. We praise the Lord 
for all that He did and how He used us to minister to so many.

South Central Baptist Association: Bill Cox, DOM
It was a privilege for me and Jeff Hicks, the MBCH Foundation 

Regional Representative for Southwest Missouri, to be asked by Rev. 
Bill Cox to be at their Annual Meeting. I was excited to share through 
breakout sessions (which is something new for their yearly meeting) 
about Women’s Ministry in our State. We were blessed to hear from the 
Missouri Baptist Convention President, Rev. Jon Nelson, and to meet 
the wonderful people in the SCBA.

LifeWay’s Women’s Forum in Nashville, TN
The yearly Forum was held November 11-13 and what a joy it was 

to sit under the teaching of well known and new bible study teachers 
and authors. My new favorite is Kristi McLelland, who authored “Jesus 
and Women.” LifeWay will be releasing her next Bible study in June and 
many of us can’t wait to experience that one!

DID YOU KNOW that we have all the LifeWay Bible Study Leader 
Resource Kits for you and churches to borrow? Here’s how this works: 
1) Determine one or two bible studies you would like to borrow. 2) 
Contact me at 417-529-0724 or Wanda.Shellenbarger@mbch.org 
to determine availability. 3) If available, resource will be mailed to 
you and you or your church/association will pay a $10 fee sent via 
Square.com, using a credit card. 4) Return instructions will be included 
with the resource.  It’s quick and easy. Let us help you keep more of your 
ministry monies to do ministry.

In 2021 we saw 12 new churches/ministry groups/individuals order 
resources who had never requested them before. Thank you to those 
who are helping spread the word about this cost savings to ministry 
units and churches.

Upcoming Events!
Stewards of Children Training. March 12, 2022 

Reynolds Baptist Association in Centerville, MO.

WMU Annual Meeting April 1-2, 2022 
 Concord Baptist Church, Jefferson City 
Register at mobaptist.org.

Women’s Ministry Training Clinic April 8-9, 2022 
Best Western Plus Capital Inn, Jefferson City, MO 
(573.635.4175) $97 per night. 
Registration Fee: $40 includes lunch on Saturday 
and all materials. 
Register at www.mbch.org (click on the banner 
regarding the event at the top).  

1, 2, 3 State Wide Conference for Teen Girls and 
Women June 9-11, 2022 
1 LOCATION | AmericInn (formerly Camden Hotel 
& Conference Center) in Branson.  
2 CONFERENCES | One for teen girls and One for 
women. 
3 DAYS | June 9-11 (Thur 6-9 pm, Fri 9 am-2:00 
pm, Sat 9 am-Noon)

GREAT JOINT PRAISE AND WORSHIP SEGMENTS! 
P&W WILL BE LED BY MARTY AND PATTI ELMORE

Registration Fee: $60 includes lunch on Friday. 
Contact Wanda.Shellenbarger@mbch.org for 
more information.
Room rates for this Conference are only $65 for 
this newly remodeled hotel. Reserve rooms by 
calling 417.334.8404. Do this early as room rates 
go to $119 after the block of rooms are reserved.

Wanda Shellenbarger, 
E-Mail: wanda.shellenbarger@mbch.org 
Phone: 417.529.0724

By Wanda Shellenbarger, Women’s Ministry Specialist | Church Engagement Catalyst

Annual Meeting of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention

Many from MBCH were at our booth space in the Exhibit Hall for 
the Convention on October 25-26. We enjoyed seeing so many old 
friends again and meeting and making new friends.  We were so excited 
to give away two free tickets to Sight and Sounds’ production of Jesus, 
to attendee Ashley Jones. Congratulations Ashley!

Theme Scripture for 2022
“Lead me in your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my 

salvation; for You I wait all the day long.” Psalm 25:5
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Church Engagement

Serving the Least of These
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when 
did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the 
King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of 
the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:37-40

I ONCE HEARD SOMEONE SAY THAT if you want to 
make the biggest impact, then serve those with the most need. 
What a profound truth, and it seems to fit with the words 
of Jesus in Matthew 25. These days, the needs of people have 
increased all around us, providing lots of opportunities for the 
church to love their neighbors right in their local communities. However, with needs being so many, 
it is really easy to become overwhelmed with where to begin. But what if you had a trusted partner to 
offer guidance, training and connection to help you engage with those in your local community who 
are in need?

Good news! MBCH is that trusted partner to the church. In fact, we are seeking to work 
together with the church to make a lasting impact in the lives of children, youth and families in local 
communities all across our state. If you have laypeople in your church willing to serve, we have multiple 
opportunities for them to engage with us and serve the least of these right in your local community. 

We currently have churches working together with MBCH in the following areas of ministry:

Open Table project
Be part of a team of 6-8 people who are equipped by 15 hours of specialized training and serve 

someone in need for up to one year. You might serve an older youth aging out of foster care or a 
family as they work on reunification.

Supervision of parent/child visits
Be part of a volunteer team that goes through a 3 hour training to get equipped to serve as a 

visit supervisor for a parent whose child is in state custody. Develop a supportive friendship as you 
encourage a parent in the family reunification process.

Mentoring/coaching parents in the reunification/restoration process
Volunteer to become a parent support volunteer. Go through a 3 hour equipping class and get 

assigned to a parent who has a child in the state system. Meet regularly and coach and encourage 
as a part of the restoration process.

Foster and relative parenting
Go through the training and licensing process to get equipped to open your home to love and 

serve a child or children whose family is experiencing a time of brokenness. Love and serve the 
parents of the child as the family seeks restoration.

Respite care
Get trained to be certified to provide temporary respite care in your home so you can take a 

foster or relative child into your home for short periods like over the weekend and provide a much 
needed break for a foster or relative parent. 

We encourage you to reach out to David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist for MBCH Children 
and Family Ministries and find out how together with MBCH, you and your church can serve the 
least of these. David can be reached by email at david.burch@mbch.org or by phone at 417-380-1082.

Policy Anyone!
Does your church currently 

have good policies in place to 
protec t  chi ldren,  youth and 
vulnerable adults within the 
ministries you provide? Do your 
staff and volunteers know and 
follow the policies you currently 
have in place? Has it been a while 
since you’ve looked at the policies 
you have?

MBCH Church Engagement 
would love to work with your church 
to review your existing policies to 
ensure a strong protective focus 
and help your church ensure a safe 
environment. If you do not currently 
have policies in place, we would also 
be glad to work with your church 
to assist you in the development of 
strong policies to help keep every-
one safe in your ministries. We offer 
these services to churches at no 
cost as a part of our efforts to keep 
children and youth safe from abuse.

As you think about keeping 
everyone safe in your ministries, 
keep in mind that MBCH can come 
to your church and offer Stewards of 
Children training. This training is an 
excellent way to bring a new level of 
awareness to your staff, volunteers, 
and adults. Stewards of Children 
teaches the 5 steps to keep children 
and youth safe from sexual abuse, 
as well as how to recognize signs 
and respond responsibly if abuse is 
suspected, disclosed or discovered. 
Our team can provide this 2 hour 
interactive training at no cost to 
your church.

We encourage you to reach out 
to David Burch, Church Engagement 
Strategist for MBCH Children and 
Family Ministries and find out how 
we can work together to keep every-
one safe. David can be reached by 
email at david.burch@mbch.org or 
by phone at 417-380-1082.



Dear Friend:
Even though I know how the story ends, every time I 

read these verses from John’s Gospel I feel the hopelessness 
that Mary felt. Just a few days earlier, Jesus was alive and 
entering Jerusalem in triumph. Mary – and the rest of His 
followers – believed that Jesus was the Messiah and that a 
new era of God’s Kingdom was about to come to Earth. Then 
she had seen Jesus die on the cross. She had watched as His 
body was buried and a stone rolled across the entrance to 
the tomb. Her world was crumbling. Then early on Sunday 
morning, she went to the tomb to anoint the body with 
spices and found the stone rolled away and the body gone! 
Her crumbling world just collapsed.

Can you feel her hopelessness? Can you feel her sense 
of abandonment? Can you feel the despair? Can you feel 
the loneliness?

You may not be able to recreate those feelings in your 
own life – because you also know how the story ends. 
Jesus is alive! His body was gone because it was gloriously 
resurrected! 

Most of the children we serve at Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home do not know how that story ends. But they 
do know feelings of hopelessness, abandonment, despair 
and loneliness. They know what it feels like to be abandoned 
by those who are supposed to love and care for them. They 
know the despair and hopelessness that comes from not 
knowing if they will ever have a “forever family.” They know 
the loneliness that comes from not having that family.

I am eternally and profoundly grateful that Easter is 
a story of remarkable transformation. The power of the 
resurrection can transform a life of emotional and spiritual 
pain into a life of love and hope. Mary – and the disciples – 
soon understood that and their lives were forever changed. 
Their faith in the risen Lord gave them the power to change 
the world.

MBCH is a place where the power of the resurrection 
is demonstrated daily. Our wonderful Christian staff works 
diligently to restore hope, ease despair and find families to 
minimize the feelings of abandonment and to dispel the 
loneliness. They are passionate about their opportunities 
to share the story of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and 
what it means for the world. They are committed to this 
ministry. And they are making a lasting difference in the 
lives of our clients.

But God uses people like you to provide the resources 
that allow us to share the hope and restoration that only 
comes through a relationship with the living Christ. You 
give because you understand the importance of sharing 
the love of Jesus with children who have never heard of 
the miracle of Easter. 

Your financial support is vital because it takes 
tremendous resources to house, feed and clothe these 
children. It is expensive to provide the professional care our 
staff gives. It is costly to recruit, train and support Christian 
foster parents who provide loving homes for children and 
teenagers. 

Your gift to MBCH will help us provide the love and 
hope of Jesus Christ to hundreds of children and teens who 
may never have heard the real story of Easter without this 
ministry. I ask that you prayerfully consider making a gift 
so we can continue to make a lasting difference in the lives 
of children, youth and families.

I am confident in asking you to sacrificially support this 
ministry because I see the results of your investment on a 
daily basis. Last year we were able to find permanent homes 
for 207 children. Many of these homes were reunifications 
and many were adoptions by relatives, foster parents or 
others who had strong connections with the children. That 
could not have happened without you.

This Easter season, children will come to us desperate 
and hopeless. They will come full of fear and anger. Coming 
from worlds of darkness, they are longing for someone to 
rescue them and bring them to safety.

I am asking you to be a part of rescuing these children 
this Easter. Through your gift, you can help guide them on 
a path of hope and healing. Aren’t these children worthy 
of your investment?

Jesus calls each one of us to be ministers in His name. 
Children are hurting – and we can help! Please help us make 
a difference in the lives of hurting children.

   Blessings,

   Russell L. Martin,
   President
P.S. Please mail your gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s 

Home, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. 
You can also make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just 
click on the “Donate” button and select “Easter” as the gift 
designation.

“Mary stood 

weeping outside 

the tomb, and 

as she wept she 

stooped to look 

into the tomb. 

And she saw two 

angels in white, 

sitting where the 

body of Jesus 

had lain, one at 

the head and 

one at the feet. 

They said to her, 

‘Woman, why are 

you weeping?’ 

She said to them, 

‘They have taken 

away my Lord, 

and I do not 

know where they 

have laid him.’” 

John 20:11-13

You Can Help Children and Youth Understand 
the Power of the Resurrection
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries

The Kindness and Generosity of Others Is Making a Difference
By Caroline Bailey, Family Resource Development Supervisor

DURING THE HOLIDAYS, MBCH CHILDREN AND FAMILY 
MINISTRIES receives multiple requests by community members 
asking how they can make Christmas a little brighter for foster kids 
and families. Churches, companies and others help us spread cheer. It’s 
always a huge blessing for us to witness the kindness and generosity of 
others.

But it wasn’t 
just Christmas 
t i m e  t h a t 
MBCH felt the 
presence of love 
a nd s up p or t 
f r o m  o u r 
c o m m u n i t y . 
T h r o u g h o u t 
2 0 2 1 ,  t h e 
S p r i n g f i e l d 
MBCH office 
was blessed by 
the generosity 

of others. The Forgotten Initiative is a ministry that provides training, 
resources and advocacy of all impacted by child abuse and neglect. They 
love supporting foster families and professionals. MBCH was on the 
receiving end of their support by their offering of meals and goodies 
for staff as well as cleaning our company cars!

Our area churches also showed love in a big way throughout 2021. 
Bloom Church, in the Forsyth area, supplied gifts for all children 
in Taney County foster care! We’re also thankful for the continued 
support of Ridgecrest Baptist and Second Baptist in Springfield. Both 
are pivotal in helping us with our mission and ministry by meeting the 
needs of our clients.

R idgecrest of fered space 
and accommodations for us to 
safely train our STRONG foster 
parent training in-person. This is 
something that we’ve missed being 
able to do during the pandemic. 
Thanks to the space Ridgecrest 
offered, we were able to train two 
groups of families who will now be 
able to minister to at-risk children 
and youth. Ridgecrest also hosted 
a staff Christmas party for the 
Springfield office. It was a great 

time for staff to unwind and enjoy each other’s company.

Second Bapt ist 
hosted their annual 
Christmas party for 
foster parents. It was 
a wonderful time with 
food, activities and 
fellowship. Each child 
and family got a gift 
from the church that 
included encouraging 
letters. There were 
smiles and laughter 
around. Even Santa 
Claus stopped by for 
a visit! The church 
also provided gifts for 
youth in our scattered 
sites program as well 
as the kids we serve in 
Christian County.

IN THE SPRINGFIELD OFFICE, OUR TRAINING room was 
overwhelmed by gifts donated for our kids and families. We even had staff 
vehicles filled up with toys, clothing and other items! We appreciated 
being able to see how one act of asking, “How can I make a difference?” 
became this energetic, loving response of shopping, purchasing and 
wrapping presents for others.

One example of this is when two friends of a MBCH staff member 
asked how they could help and decided to purchase presents for an entire 
relative home – including the relative foster parent and her biological 
children! MBCH staff members worked together to make sure our 
foster families and children had a wonderful Christmas.

We’re also thankful for the impact that Ambassadors for Children 
has in the greater Springfield area. Ambassadors is a ministry through 
the Council of Churches and provides much needed resources for kids 
in care. They bless our agency each year with gifts for our kids.

WE JUST WANT TO SAY A huge THANK YOU to everyone who 
shows up for children in foster care. We couldn’t do what we do without 
the support, prayer and investment of others. May 2022 be a year of 
continual testifying to and witnessing God’s love. May we all strive 
to make an eternal difference in the lives of children, youth and their 
families.
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May: National Foster Care Month

Scott and Dani James: Resource Parents of 2021
By Traci Watson, Family Resource Development Specialist

MBCH CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES WOULD like to recognize Scott 
and Dani James as the “MBCH Resource Parents of 2021” for their eighteen years of 
service to children and families in their community. Mr. and Mrs. James have fostered 
for over eighteen years and have provided a permanent family for three children through 
adoption.

Scott and Dani are more than just foster and adoptive parents. Scott and Dani have 
a passion to provide a loving and nurturing environment for the children in their care 
and want to be a resource for other foster families. Despite their busy lives with their 
own adopted and foster children, Scott and Dani continue to help run support groups 
for foster parents where they provide social outings and training opportunities to equip 
foster families to meet the needs of the children in their homes. Scott and Dani are also 
involved in the FAST organization which provides foster families food, toiletries, and 
baby supplies. Scott and Dani are also involved in an organization called Divine Nest 
which provides additional training opportunities, community outreach programs, and 
backpacks for children when they first come into foster care.  Scott and Dani help organize 
donations and funding to make it possible for the families to receive backpacks and enjoy 
other community outreach programs. Dani is also the co-facilitator for the Foster Parent Pre-Service Training for MBCH Children and Family 
Ministries. Scott and Dani continue to mentor foster families and will make sure that the families feel connected and get the resources they need.

Just recently, the James family’s Family Resource Development Specialist contacted Dani to see if she had any resources available to provide 
a foster family with a crib so the foster family could expand their age range and be able to care for a sibling group of three when there was a need. 
Without hesitation, Dani offered to purchase a new crib for the foster family through Divine Nest. Dani stated we need to support families who 
want to care for sibling groups since it is such a great need. The foster parents were so touched by the gesture and stated it was an answered prayer.

Scott and Dani have passionately served our God by responding to the needs of children, youth, families and their community to make a 
lasting difference in so many lives. MBCH Children and Family Ministries is blessed to announce that Scott and Dani James are our State-wide 
Resource Parents of the year for 2021!

Pray for Foster Families in the Month of May
MAY HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS NATIONAL FOSTER 
CARE MONTH. MBCH is challenging people to pray every 
day in May for all those impacted by the child welfare system 
in Missouri. 

There are approximately 420,000 children in the foster care 
system in the United States on any given day. In Missouri alone, 
there are roughly 14,000 children in state custody. In addition to 
the children placed in the child welfare system there are many 
others impacted by foster care.

Consider the families who have gone through the trauma 
of having their child removed from their custody and are 
desperately trying to reunify their family. Then there are families 
who have felt called to provide foster care or to adopt children 
from the system. Of the roughly 14,000 children in state custody 
in Missouri nearly 50% are placed with relatives. Grandparents, 

aunts, uncles and other relatives are often called upon to care 
for children from their extended family.

In addition to all the children and families impacted by 
child welfare, there are numerous professionals and volunteers 
seeking to help them. All of these people are impacted by the 
trauma of abuse and neglect and children entering the child 
welfare system for their safety, and all of these individuals and 
family need our prayers. 

IF YOUR CHURCH IS INTERESTED IN ministries to support 
children and families impacted by child welfare, we have 
a number of opportunities and would love to talk with you 
about how you or your church can make a lasting difference in 
the lives of children, youth, and families. For more information, 
please contact David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist, at 
david.burch@mbch.org or 417-380-1082. 
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Kansas City Treatment Family 
Care Family of Excellence
By Lila Ozley, Treatment Foster Care Specialist

SHAWN AND CATHERINE CAMPBELL HAVE BEEN foster 
parents for 4 years. In that time they have had six Treatment Family 
Care (TFC) youth and one traditional foster child along with providing 
respite when they 
have an open bed. 
This year Shawn 
and Catherine saw a 
youth reunified with 
his adopted family. 
When they hear of a 
kid needing a place, 
they are quick to 
figure out if they can 
make it work in their home.

Catherine is diligent about making sure the children in her home 
get the needed medical appointments. She has a great relationship with 
the school and works with them to make sure the children in her home 
receive the services they need through the school. Shawn and Catherine’s 
two biological children have been rock stars at welcoming these youth 
into their home and as part of their family. The Campbell family has 
made fostering a mission for their whole family to share God’s love to 
the children they welcome into their home.

Three times during the COVID19 pandemic, Shawn and Catherine 
have received phone calls of youth needing a TFC home immediately. 
The first one was a youth who was in another home but needed a new 
placement due to unsafe behaviors by biological family. The second was 
a youth who was having increased behavior issues and needed a bed that 
night. The second youth had a younger brother that was also possibly 
coming into care that night. Shawn and Catherine were willing to move 
beds around in their home to be able to accommodate taking the brother. 
The third youth was a teenage girl that little was known about, but her 
circumstances would have scared some of the most seasoned parents. 

The Campbells are a wonderful example of a family who understands 
that fostering is a “family mission” not just a mission for the adults in 
the family. They also understand that children who are in foster care 
are going through hard times and are willing to make huge changes to 
their own lives to help children heal.

MBCH Children and Family Ministries is blessed to have Shawn, 
Catherine and their children as a Treatment Family and want to 
recognize how they have walk in love, as Christ loves us!

The fostering mission field is a life-changing calling that affects the 
whole family unit and can be an opportunity to serve God as a family 
unit while loving others as they struggle through hard times. Please 
call 1-800-264-6224 to learn more about the fostering mission field.

May: National Foster Care Month

Springfield Resource Family of 
Excellence
By Ross Keegan, Treatment Family Care Specialist

MBCH CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES NOT only 
develops foster homes and Treatment Foster Homes but also has the 
opportunity, through our Foster Care Case Management partnerships, 
to develop and maintain relative homes. Randi and Nathan Blackard 
have been licensed as foster parents and relative providers for about a 
year and a half.

R andi and Nathan 
became TFC parents when 
one of their current foster 
youth was elevated to 
TFC level. The Blackards 
immediately immersed 
t hem se l ve s i n T BR I 
t r a i n i n g  a n d  b e g a n 
watching and reading any 
material that was available 
to them going above and 
beyond what was reqired for licensing.

After meeting the Blackards, it was quickly apparent that foster care 
was a reflection of their heart to help others. They are fully committed 
to getting the youth in their care the help and services they need. 

The case of one of the children living with the Blackards took a 
dramatic turn from being on the verge of TPR (Termination of Parental 
Rights) to reaching an end goal of reunification. Throughout this 
dramatic turn of events the Blackards were instrumental in supporting 
both the foster youth and biological parent. The Blackards were quick to 
take on the role of mentoring the bio parents to help them be successful 
with reaching the goal of reunification and then developing a plan to 
have long term success after reunification was achieved.

Randi and Nathan treat the foster children in their home the same 
as their biological children. More so, their faith was central to what they 
did and conversations about hurts and pains quickly paved the way for 
lessons on the healing power and peace of Jesus.  

It is not uncommon to hear stories of how foster youth in the 
Blackard’s home comfort and pray for one another. This compassion 
is a result of the Blackard’s authentic faith. They provide worship 
opportunities at home, read bedtime stories and help foster youth 
process their emotions and, when necessary, grieve.

Randi and Nathan show themselves as disciples of Jesus by their 
fruit. Not only do they display patience, kindness, love, goodness and 
faithfulness; their fruit is shown through how their love for others is 
wildly contagious! Randi and Nathan Blackard’s story is a huge blessing 
to MBCH Children and Family Ministries and we are so thankful 
for how they are living out God’s mission for their family to serve the 
Lord with love!
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May: National Foster Care Month

Joplin Resource Family of Excellence
By Angie Gentry, Family Resource Development Specialist

CODY AND JESSICA 
VANVACTOR HAVE BEEN 
fostering for more than 6 years. 
They have welcomed teenagers, 
toddlers, babies, medical and 
elementary-aged children into 
their home. They work to build 
relationships with the biological 
families and support reunification 
as the best option for children.

T hey con nec t wel l w it h 
teenagers in their home and serve 
as great mentors for them. They 
believe sibling connections are 

very important and do everything they can to keep siblings together. 
Cody and Jessica have served as mentors to new foster families and 

are always willing to listen to and encourage families as they share the 
challenges families are facing. They are also able to gently guide families 
towards connecting and empowering techniques to help the families 
see new ways to handle challenges in the home.

The VanVactors currently have four children (two sibling groups) 
under the age of four, in their home. One of the children is already adopted 

and the other three have case goals of adoption with the VanVactors.
While they are thankful to add these children to their family, their 

true desire was for the children to have been able to return to their 
parents or a grandparent. When that has been found to not be possible, 
the VanVactors wanted to adopt them so they could remain connected 
to their sibling. Caring for four very young children is not easy, but 
they have been willing to make the necessary sacrifices to care for the 
children well. Jessica has resigned from her full-time employment to stay 
home with the children while Cody continues as a high school teacher.

The family works well together and are both very active participants 
in all of the children’s care. This family is so kind and generous; they 
are thoughtful and genuinely want what is best for children. Cody and 
Jessica have always put their own desires to the side and advocated for 
what is best for the children and their families.

The VanVactors are an excellent example of how building 
relationships with the parents and family members of children who 
are in foster care can reassure the biological family members and is a 
mission of love and grace.

Fostering provides families with the opportunity to serve not only 
the children in their home but also the biological families who are 
struggling with very difficult times.

Friday Refuel
By Caroline Charlton, Program Director

IN MY RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, HE has at times been very 
clear about actions that He wants me to take and sometimes He will pop 
it in my mind over and over until I’m finally moving in the direction He 
wants. The latter is the case with a new endeavor that we are starting. 
Friday Refuel will be a weekly virtual support group opportunity for 
foster parents and professionals within the child welfare community. 
This group will start out every week with a devotional and prayer and 
then a skill-building topic will be discussed.  

God started working on me in early Fall when I was visiting with a few 
foster parents. One planted an idea about making battle plans to tackle 
challenges in their home; this person emphasized how sometimes we 
just need someone to bounce ideas off of. I also saw a few social media 
posts where support groups for foster parents were being requested.

To be able to be strong in the Lord in our daily lives we need to be 
able to put on the full armor of God and to be prepared. Through this 
group, my hope is to give foster parents and professionals an opportunity 
to learn, share and hear an encouraging message from the Lord, while 
preparing and strengthening our battle plans for the challenges that 
we face. 

Join me for a quick hypothetical situation. You start your car in the 

morning and realize your tank is on low. If you’re like me, you might 
analyze how many miles “low” really means and think, “I have plenty 
of gas in the tank to get where I’m going.” As you drive on your normal 
route, you see a sign up ahead that says “Detour-Road Closed Ahead.” 
Now you’re anxious because you don’t know how many extra miles will 
be added to your trip or if you have enough gas in your tank. We might 
think we have enough “gas in our tank” or think that we can “fill up our 
tank” later. I would encourage all of us to consider “filling up our tank” 
before we are on “low.”

That’s the goal of the Friday Refuels – to provide new ideas and 
strategies to give us a “full tank of gas” as we provide care to those in 
need.” If you are a foster parent we would love to have you join this 
support group or if you know someone who is a foster parent or child 
welfare professional, please encourage them to join.

The long-term plan for this support group is to combine it with 
a podcast. Please pray for this new endeavor and our child welfare 
community.

We will be conducting these Friday Refuels via “Zoom” from 
12-1 p.m. If you are interested in joining, please send me an e-mail at 
caroline.charlton@mbch.org and I will send you the link to the meeting.
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Bill Lewis: A Former Resident Reflects on the 
Impact of MBCH on His Life
By Bill Lewis (Known as “Junior Lewis” while at MBCH)

SOMETIME IN THE EARLY 
1950’S, as a result of my parents’ 
divorce, my three siblings and I 
became wards of the St. Louis 
County Welfare Department. 
My two brothers and one sister 
were placed in foster care and I 
was taken to the Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home in Pattonville 
(now called Bridgeton).

I remember clearly seeing that 
sign as I was driven up the east 
driveway to the Administration 
B u i ld i n g .  I  w a s  t a k e n t o 

Breckenridge Cottage and to a room on the second floor where I was 
introduced to my roommate, Bill Burns, who was also my age. 

Ending up in an orphanage was a bit upsetting. I cried and cried, 
but my roommate tried to console me, saying, “You’re going to like it 
here.” After the initial adjustment to all of the administrative rules, I 
began to adjust.

We went to Fee Fee Baptist Church. I became involved with the 
Royal Ambassador’s youth ministry. We went to camp in the summer. 
For Christmas, I was a guest with a family somewhere around Sedalia. 
Every Monday evening, we went to see a musical at St. Louis Muny 
Opera. (Many years later, I would return to the Muny, performing in 
more than 40 separate musical productions over four summer seasons.)

I spent a little over two years at MBCH. (Bill was in the first group 
of boys to live in Ranch Oak.) The house parents, Rev. and Mrs. Elbert 
Menge, were loving, nurturing parent substitutes who instilled moral 
and spiritual values that are still a part of my character more than 60 
years later.

As I indicated earlier, I cried when I went to the Children’s Home. 
But even though I wanted to go home, I also remember crying when I 
left to return to my mother’s home. Bill was right when he said, “You’re 
going to like it here.”

After leaving the Children’s Home, I graduated from Eureka High 
School in 1956, served three years in the U.S. Army; received my B.A. 
and M.A degrees from what is now Truman State University in Kirksville; 
served as a high school and elementary teacher and principal in Lee’s 
Summit; served as a pastor; received my Juris Doctorate degree from 
UMKC Law School; served as Municipal Judge in Lee’s Summit for 
34 years; and at 78 years of age continue to practice law, specializing 
in estate planning and elder law.

I HAVE BEEN PRIVILEGED TO RUN into my early roommate, 
Bill Burns, a number of times throughout my life. Later in life, Bill, his 
wife Viola, my wife Carol and myself traveled to the middle of Kansas 
to visit our old housemother, Mrs. Menge, who was in a nursing home 
there. She was in her late 80’s or early 90’s but still remembered us and 
shared some stories of events we had erased from our memories. Bill 
Burns and his family and our 
family are still in contact and 
often reminisce about those days 
in the early 1950’s when we were 
at MBCH.

MY YEARS AT MBCH WERE 
VERY stable years in my young 
life. But more importantly, I 
sincerely believe those two 
years provided a firm moral and 
spiritual foundation and instilled 
the values of the person I am 
today.

Bill “Junior” Lewis at age 10

Bible Study in Ranch Oak Cottage (Bill is highlighted)

Ranch Oak “Band”  (Bill is playing the coronet and his roommate, 
Bill Burns, is playing the baritone.)

Bill Lewis at age 78
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The LIGHT House

Christmas at The LIGHT House
The week prior to Christmas, 28 families 

(including over 70 babies & children) who 
participate in our Outreach program, received 
Christmas gifts during our holiday drive 
through! Families received boxes of diapers 
& wipes, toys, gift bags for mom, and Walmart 
gift cards to help with Christmas shopping. 
Additionally each family stopped by for hot 
cocoa & funnel cakes, and received a map to take 
their children to see the Christmas lights in the 
area. While we missed having our traditional in 
person party & meal again this year, we enjoyed 
unseasonably warm December weather for our 
outdoor gathering.

 A big thanks to so many in our community 
who helped make this evening a success through 
their giving including; Kairos Church, Hope 
United Church of Christ, St Elizabeth’s, South 
Haven Baptist Church & many generous individuals who donated! 

Each holiday season we are blessed beyond measure & reminded of God’s goodness and faithfulness!

Residential Maternity 
Care

Parenting Skills

Community Outreach 
Program

Licensed Adoption 
Agency

24/7 Hope Line
816-916-4434

www.lighthousekc.org
816-361-2233

If you would like to con-
tribute to the ministries of 

The LIGHT House, please 
make your check payable 

to “The LIGHT House” and 
mail to: 

The LIGHT House,
11300 St. Charles Rock 

Road, 
Bridgeton, MO 63044

Volunteers Needed (Kansas City Area)
The LIGHT House is searching for 3-4 committed volunteers to help with childcare for 

the Outreach Ministry! Outreach is a program for moms and dads who are currently facing 
an unplanned pregnancy and are choosing to parent. During the class, they participate in 
community education and support while their children (ages 1-10) are in child care.

Outreach meets twice each month on the second and fourth Tuesday from 5:00-7:30 p.m.
Due to COVID, we do ask all staff, volunteers and participants over age 3 to wear a mask. 

Volunteers must also pass a background and fingerprint check, complete an application and 
participate in a short orientation and training session.

If you are interested in becoming a committed volunteer, please reach out to Andrea 
McAdam, Community Program Manager, at andream.lighthouse@mbch.org or call 
816-361-2233 x 231.



The LIGHT House Shows Young 
Mothers There Is Hope for the Future

Dear Friend,
The Bible is very clear that God is pro-life. 

Scripture after scripture tells us that God knew us 
even before He formed us in the womb; that He 
knit us together; that He has a plan and a purpose 
for everyone. He even sent His Son to die for us that 
we might have eternal life through His resurrection.

That is why abortion is such an abomination 
in our society. As I write this letter we have just 
commemorated the 49th anniversary of one of the 
worst Supreme Court decisions ever handed down – 
Roe v. Wade. Since Roe v Wade was decided, more 
than 63 million abortions have taken place in this 
country! I pray daily that the current Supreme Court 
will overturn that decision.

You may wonder why I am mentioning abortions 
in a letter that is supposed to reference Easter. I’m 
doing so because I believe that the two are very 
closely related.

The Bible tells us that God sent His Son to live on 
this Earth, then die to pay for the sins of all people 
and to conquer death by coming back to life 3 days 
later. God loves human life that much! The Apostle 
Paul wrote in Ephesians 1 that even before God made 
the world, He loved us and that His plan has always 
been to adopt us into His family through Jesus Christ.

That tells me that God created all human life to 
love and He demonstrated that through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. If human life was not sacred, 
Easter wouldn’t have happened.

The LIGHT House provides answers for young 
girls who are experiencing unplanned pregnancies. 
We let them know that abortion is NOT the answer. 
Since 1985 The LIGHT House has provided Christ-
centered maternity care, adoption services and on-
going ministry to young mothers and their babies. 
We have provided housing, medical care, prenatal 
care, educational assistance and counseling services 
for hundreds of girls in need. We have added in-home 
pregnancy services. These services have resulted in 
hundreds of babies being saved who may have been 
aborted without us.

I know that you are as concerned about preventing 
abortions as we are. And that’s why I’m writing to 
you today. I want to thank you for your prayers. We 
know that fervent prayer is the most important way 

you can help empower us reach out to young ladies 
in crisis and to save the lives of the unborn. But, I’m 
also asking for your financial support to help provide 
a pathway to life for these women and their babies.

Not only does The LIGHT House provide a roof 
over the heads of girls facing crisis pregnancies, but 
the program incorporates the life skills these girls 
will need to survive and to become successful adults. 
But even more importantly, The LIGHT House often 
offers these girls their first chance to experience the 
love of Christ in a very real and personal way.

We know that without the care and support of 
The LIGHT House, many babies would have been 
aborted and the lives of these young ladies would be 
scarred. The sacrificial financial support by hundreds 
of faithful donors is making a tremendous difference 
in the lives of this vulnerable group.

Over the next few months more girls will come to 
us – desperate and hopeless. They will come full of fear 
and anger. Coming from worlds of darkness, they are 
longing for someone to provide hope and love and the 
support they need to get through this difficult time. 
These girls need to know that hope is only possible 
because of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

As followers of Jesus Christ we are called to 
sacrifice to care for those whom He died to save. The 
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus challenge us 
to love as He loves and give as He gave. Please help 
us make a difference in the lives of young mothers-
to-be and their babies. Help us to slow down the 
abortion counter by providing services to even 
more young ladies who are experiencing unplanned 
pregnancies.

Blessings,

Russell L. Martin,
President

P.S. You can make your gift on-line by going 
to w w w.l ighthousekc.org. Just cl ick on the 
“Donate” button and select “LIGHT House 
Easter” as the gift designation. You can also 
send your gift payable to The LIGHT House, 
11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. 
Please indicate that your gift is for “Easter.”

Scripture tells us 
that God created 
all human life 
to love and He 
demonstrated that 
through the death 
and resurrection 
of Jesus. If human 
life was not sacred, 
Easter wouldn’t 
have happened!



Saturday, April 9, 2022

Call Cindy Roberts at 800-264-6224 
ext.1304 for more information 

and tickets.
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The following children will be celebrating their birthdays in 
the next few months. Will you please pray for our children on 

their birthday?

THE BIRTHDAY OFFERING IS ONE OF the most enduring 
traditions at the Children’s Home. The giving of an offering at birthday 
time has been a regular part of Missouri Baptist life since 1890 when 
William S. Crouch of First Baptist Church, Carrollton donated a penny 
for each year of his life in celebration of his birthday.

Since that time, individuals and 
churches have used the celebration 
of birthdays to bless children. This 
offering provides a way to recognize 
people on their birthdays while 
sharing in mission work by helping 
children and youth at the Children’s 
Home.

Those giving at least $1 for every 
year of life on their birthday can 
receive a unique Birthday Mug by 
requesting it when they send in their 
Birthday Offering. The design and 
color of the mug is changed annually. 
This year’s mug is white with a green 
interior.

A variety of other materials 
are available to help promote the 
Birthday Offering, including:

• Full-color birthday cards 
• Birthday pencils
• Pew envelopes
• A house-shaped Birthday Offering Bank.

We are also encouraging those of you who are on social media 
(Facebook or Twitter) to do “peer-to-peer” giving on your birthday. 
Simply post that you support Missouri Baptist Children’s Home and 
would like to have friends and family text a gift to MBCH to remember 
your birthday. (Text “@mbch” to 52014).

If your church needs any MBCH birthday supplies, please call 
1-800-264-6224 (ask for Jessica Hanff) or go to www.mbch.org/
supply-requests. You can see samples and order birthday offering 
supplies on-line.

Help Care for Children while 
Celebrating Your Birthday

Matthew ............................... February 3
Jace ....................................... February 5
Paige ..................................... February 6
Briona’Alexus ........................ February 6
Jalisa ..................................... February 6
Jeannifer ............................... February 8
Kaitlyn ................................ February 10
Rebecca ............................... February 10
Alice .................................... February 12
Aleora ................................. February 12
Kevin ................................... February 20
Morgan ............................... February 23
Kaylind ...................................... March 1
Kaylind ...................................... March 1
Efrain ........................................ March 2
Aubrey ...................................... March 4
Aubrey ...................................... March 4
Courtney ................................. March 13
Aydrione.................................. March 15
Chase ...................................... March 16
Kellsey..................................... March 16
Anthony .................................. March 17
Samantha ............................... March 19
Julee ....................................... March 20
LeRone .................................... March 22
Susan ...................................... March 22

Destiny .................................... March 23
Carol ........................................ March 23
Victoria .................................... March 23
Calvin ...................................... March 26
Demetrius ............................... March 28
Jonathan ................................. March 28
Alexis ...................................... March 28
Jahkaiya  ................................. March 31
Silver ....................................... March 31
Cheyenne .....................................April 4
Keshia ..........................................April 8
Demariay ...................................April 12
Daniel ........................................April 19
Danielle ......................................April 26
Ashton ......................................... May 3
Jeremiah ...................................... May 5
Luciana ........................................ May 5
Owen ........................................... May 6
Trevione ..................................... May 11
Iyshum ....................................... May 20
Alexis ......................................... May 23
Shameca .................................... May 23
Kyle ............................................ May 23
Da’Zhane .................................... May 28
Jeffrey ........................................ May 28
Samantha .................................. May 31

MBCH Social Media
Don’t forget that MBCH is on Facebook™, Twitter™ and LinkedIn™. 
Please “like,” “follow,” “connect” and/or “view” these pages to 

learn the latest information about Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. 
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A Great New Way to Offer Hope and Restoration by Coupling Tax 
Credits with IRA Distributions!
By James Morrow, Vice President, MBCH Foundation

Support

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri: Joe Nogalski, 
816-317-4430

East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 
314-327-4121

Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 
417-708-1906

Southeast/Central Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 
573-241-1113

(Advancement Assistants)
Cindy Roberts (Bridgeton), 800-264-6224

Della DeGroff (Jefferson City), 
800-736-6227 X390

FOR YEARS NOW MBCH FOUNDATION HAS been a 
leader in promoting the use of Missouri State income tax credits to 
donors across our state that have a heart for ministering the hope and 
restoration offered only through Jesus Christ to hurting children, youth, 
and families. These tax credits allow a donor to give more than they 
previously thought possible by increasing the portion of the gift that 
comes out of their taxes while decreasing the amount that comes out 
of their pockets.

For instance, here is the breakdown on a $500 Traditional Gift versus 
a $1,000 Tax Credit Gift for a donor in the 25% tax bracket.

$500 Traditional Gift 
• 25% Federal Deduction ($125)
• 5.9% Missouri Deduction ($29.50)
• $154.50 comes out of taxes ($125 + $29.50)
• $345.50 comes out of the donor’s pocket

$1,000 Tax Credit Gift
• 70% Missouri Tax Credit ($700)
• 25% (12.5% Federal Deduction on a tax credit gift) ($125) 
• 5.9% Missouri Deduction ($59)
• $884 comes out of taxes ($700 + $125 + $59)
• $116 comes out of the donor’s pocket

In the above example the donor has doubled the gift they are giving 
to help with alternative to abortion ministries while almost halving what 

comes out of their pocket for the 
donation! That is the principle of 
multiplying your talents put into 
action (Matt. 25:14-30)!

Now, MBCH Foundation has 
even better news! Many of our 
faithful donors are at the age where 
the federal government is making 
them take Minimum Required 
Distributions (MRD) from their 
tax sheltered IRA’s. Many of these 
same donors do not need this 
money to live on and would rather 
not incur the income tax associated with the distribution. The method 
of avoiding this is called an IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution 
(QCD). The portion that a donor chooses to give to a charity through 
a QCD reduces their MRD dollar for dollar. Be aware that a QCD is 
not eligible for a federal deduction on a charitable gift because the IRA 
contributions were never taxed in the first place. But here’s the good 
news…a QCD is eligible for Missouri State income tax credits!

If you’d like more information on this or any other way to support 
the ministries of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home you can give 
your MBCH Foundation Regional Representative a call or call 
800-264-6224!
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Showing God’s Love through Sacrifice
By Allen Calkins, MBCH Foundation Regional Representative

LAST YEAR ENDED UP BEING 
ANOTHER crazy year with COVID-19 
variants continuing to disrupt daily life 
for many and sadly bringing sickness and 
even death into the lives of some. I pray 
that 2022 will see a great decrease in the 
impact of COVID-19 in our nation and 
around the world. I am pleased to report 
that the COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to have a minimal impact on the ministries 

of MBCH. For this we praise the Lord! 
As I am writing this article, 2022 has just begun. The beginning 

of a New Year is a great time to consider making new commitments. 
Perhaps one of the commitments you are considering making is to 
increase your giving to MBCH in 2022. A simple way to do that is to 
establish a recurring monthly donation to MBCH. This can easily be 
accomplished on the MBCH website, www.mbch.org. Just click the 
green ‘DONATE’ button at the top of the website page and follow the 
instruction to set up a monthly recurring gift using a debit or credit 
card. Establishing a recurring monthly donation to MBCH allows you 
to be more consistent in your giving. This results in increased giving 
for many donors.

Another easy way to increase your giving to MBCH in 2022 is to 
become a Missouri State income tax credit donor. As a tax credit donor 
you can DOUBLE your gift to MBCH for no additional out of pocket 
cost because you will receive 50% of your donation as a tax credit to 
reduce your 2022 Missouri state income taxes. If you itemize deductions 
you can save even more!

For example, a donor in the 37% federal tax bracket that itemizes 
on their federal tax return would receive a total tax reduction of $739 

on a $1000 gift to MBCH. This is one of the rare opportunities we 
have to direct a portion of the state and federal taxes we already owe 
to support the ministries of MBCH! To make your next donation to 
MBCH a tax credit gift simply make out the check to ‘MBCH-CFM’ 
and write ‘tax credit’ in the memo line. Online gifts can also be set up 
as tax credit gifts. 

An additional way many donors use to increase their giving to 
MBCH through tax savings is by donating an appreciated asset or their 
IRS required annual minimum distribution to MBCH. Donating an 
appreciated asset directly to MBCH, like stock or land, allows you to 
avoid paying capital gains tax on the value of that asset while receiving a 
Federal tax deduction for the full appreciated value of the donated asset. 
Donating your IRS required annual minimum distribution directly to 
MBCH means you avoid paying any income tax on that amount. These 
are great ways to leverage the value of your gifts to MBCH! 

YOUR MBCH REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE WOULD BE 
glad to assist you with questions you may have concerning any of these 
ways to increase your donations to MBCH. It has been said when it 
comes to worldly treasures that ‘You can’t take them with you!’ This is 
very true. You never see a hearse pulling a U-Haul trailer!

But it is also true that we can send some of our worldly treasure 
ahead for a heavenly reward by giving to worthy Christian causes 
like Missouri Baptist Children’s Home in this life. Every week, I am 
blessed to speak to many generous donors who are faithfully sending 
some of their worldly treasure ahead by their faithful giving to MBCH. 
For this blessing I can only praise the Lord. ‘To God Be the Glory’ for 
the faithful giving of our generous donors! Please remember that with 
every gift you are making a lasting difference in the lives of abused and 
neglecting children and young ladies dealing with a crisis situation. 

2022 Special Events
Thank you for your patience as we altered, rescheduled and even canceled events last year. Events are an important way 

for us to get together to support children, youth and families. We love the opportunity to get to know you and share about our 
ministries. And hopefully, we can have some fun at the same time!

In 2022, we are planning to go forward with all our events. We may need to make a few changes, but we are very hopeful 
that none will need to be canceled. So, mark your calendars for this year’s events:

April 9 – Branson Stars: Clay Cooper Theatre, Branson

June 4 – 130th Annual Strawberry Festival: FBC, Arnold

September 24 – Hope and Restoration Run: Rutledge-Wilson Farm Park, Springfield

October 7 – Hannibal Golf Tournament: Norwoods Golf Course
If you would like to help plan and volunteer at any of our events, we would love to have your assistance. Please contact 

Cindy Roberts at 800-264-6224 or cindy.roberts@mbch.org.

Support
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Memorials
Allen, Carolyn by John and Judy Ross 

(St. Louis)
Babb, Glen by Tina Babb (Bragg City)
Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles & 

Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)
Begnoche, Joyce A. by Therese Hurshman 

(Butler)
Brame, Virginia Hope by Gordon and 

Claudette Metsker (Leavenworth)
Brandenburg, Harry and Nadine by 

Terrill Bohon (Independence)
Branscum, Anita by her daughter, Lynne 

Chapman (Fishers)
Brizendine, Doris by Darryl and Lisa 

Wilson (California); Lowell and Susan 
Hodges, Patricia Tuttle (Clarksburg); 
Lashley and Joyce Rohrbach (Jamestown)

Brooks, Edna by Elaine Rau (Arlington 
Heights)

Brown, Carolyn Cook by Marilyn Jane 
Lambert (Benton)

Brown, Kenneth by Charles & Mary Ann 
Brown (Louisiana)

Brown, Richard and Lorene by Keranne 
Brown (Linneus)

Burris, Thomas H. by his wife, Alice Burris 
(Burnie)

Caldwell, Dr. Fred by Ashlee Collins 
(Kennett); Andy and Laurie Whiteley and 
Joe and Jane Hecker (Michigan City)

Campbell, Gunnar Joshua by Hooe 
Missionary Baptist Church (Morley)

Campbell, Helen by First Baptist Church 
(Centerville)

Cantrell, Nancy B. by Christian and Hollie 
Huston (Ft. Worth); Della D. Anderson 
(Springfield)

Carpenter, Marilyn by First Baptist 
Church (Moberly); Jos M and Christy A 
Mooney (St. Charles)

Carson, Brian and Kit by Shelda Carson 
(St. Joseph)

Catlett, Estella by Doral and Demetra 
Rymer (Van Buren)

Compas, Wilma by Jane Lambert (Benton)
Cook, Nelson by his wife, Laverne Cook 

(McGirk)
Cornwell, Mary F. by Robert W. Cornwell 

(St. Peters)
Cottrell, Glen  by Lynne B. Woods 

(Louisiana)
Crump, Carolyn  by  D onna Lac y, 

Rick Crump, Matthew R. Cook (Cape 
Girardeau); DeVonDeckert (East Peoria); 
Daniel & Patricia Dickerson, Danny & 
Desma Reno (Jackson); Judy George 
(Sarasota)

Cunningham, Mary Lynn by Chris and 
Shawnna Slinkard (Diamond)

Dalrymple, Scott by Frank and Diana 
Adams (Bevier)

Davis, Harold G. by his wife, Edith Davis 
(Moberly)

Davis, William by Mrs. Wilma Mason 
(Silva)

Day, Venita by David and Linda Baker (Blue 
Springs); Rick Woods (Independence); 
Carol L. Scott, Jane Cogdill, Janice Tyndall, 
John and Terry Wright, Joseph and 
Charlotte Wooderson, Paula Adams, 
Penelope Nickle (Springfield)

Dehn, Brian by Bea Dehn (Marshall)
Duncan, Daisy by Rick Benware (Pleasant 

Hill)
Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Dunsing by Eunice E. 

Dunsing (Portland)
Durk, Mrs. Jac by her husband, Jac Durk 

(Fayette)
Eddy, Roger by Anita Eddy (Springfield)
Edwards, Natalie Rhea Moore by Betty 

Thurman Hartwig (Independence)
Fick, Therese A. by Mr. and Mrs. David 

Williams (Jefferson City)
Garrison, James by Jerry and Janet Morris 

(Deerfield); First Baptist Church (Hume); 
Shauna Horn (Nevada); Donald and Joyce 
Sawford (Otterville); A. Marie Anderson, 
Gene and Shari Anderson, Paul and Cindy 
Anderson (Smithton)

Glass, Robert “Bob” by Directors, Officers 
and Employees of Focus Bank (Charleston)

Grandson by Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Streicher (Ozark)

Gregg, Mrs. Morris by Steven and Diane 
Gregg (Milledgeville)

Guthrie, Evelyn Pauline by Karen 
Castleberry (Galena); David Guthrie, 
Fred Guthrie (Neosho)

Hall, Harry by Judith Hall (Moberly)
Hamlin, Jacqueline (Jackie) by Mr. 

and Mrs. Fagan (Atlanta); Chester and 
Carolyn Primm (Baring); Troy and Mikayla 
VanFleet (Bowen); Bettie Morriss and 
Cindy Cary (Canton); Jeffrey and Virginia 
Holder, Raymond and Virginia Clem 
(Clarence); Robert and Sandra Wallace 
(Columbia); Daniel and Linda Schmitz, 
David and Bonnie Bradley, Donna 
Lawson, First Baptist Church, Gregory 
and Theresa Sharpe, Jeana Houchins, 
Pheasants Forever, Inc., Randall and 
Janet Klocke, Simon and Cheryl Thrower 
(Ewing); Mark and Dottie McLaughlin 
(Grinnell); John and Nancy Janes, Scott 
and Amanda Smith (Hannibal); Melvin 
and Barbara Heins (La Belle); Roger and 
Mary Evans (La Grange); Christopher 

Hamlin, D.K. and Shirley A. Hetzler, 
David and Charlotte Parrish, Jim and Pat 
Mullenix, Judith Gottman, Kyle Hamlin, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. 
T. V. Coy, Richard and Janet Porter, Steve 
and Joyce Hamlin, Tim and Julie Fleer 
(Lewistown); David and Nancy Gottman, 
David and Nancy Gottman (Macon); 
Daniel and Janet Griessbaum, Russell 
and Violet Brownell, Thomas and Lauren 
Stark (Maywood); Vancell and Sharon 
Scifres (Monticello); Ernest and Rajah 
Wallace, Gray Hunter Stenn LLP, Harold 
and Ruth Willis (Quincy); Thomas and 
Star Wilke (Schaumburg); Russell Watkins 
(Webster Groves)

Hanna, Travis by Carolyn Hanna (St. Louis)
Hart, Clara by her daughter, Shirley 

Scowden (Carthage)
Hartmann, Florence by Sarah Rappold 

(Wildwood)
Haynes, Arthur “Craig” by Mr. and Mrs. 

William M. Ronan (St. Charles)
Hendricks, Dean and Joyce by their 

daughter, Holly Dugan (San Antonio)
Holland, Wilbert by Imogene Holland and 

Family (Licking)
Howell, Thomas by his wife, Rebecca 

Howell (Potosi)
Hupe, Paula by Ryan Hupe (St. Peters)
Huse, Edana E. by Mr. and Mrs. William 

M. Ronan (St. Charles)
Isaacs, Stephanie by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)
Johnson, Albert Roy by First Baptist 

Church (Sikeston)
Johnson, Beverly Ann by David and 

Carolyn Topping, Valor y Mayfield 
(Lee’s Summit)

Jones, Ronnie A. by Charles L. Jones 
(Caruthersville)

Joyce, Patricia Faye by her daughter, Judy 
Hardin (Maysville)

Keen, Mrs. Noel  by Bohm Family 
(Huntsville); Luis and Tessa Rivera 
(Moberly)

Kellams, Mary Ada Belle by Wallace and 
Linda Kellams (Portageville)

Kenison, Pastor Jim by Linda Kenison 
(Chebanse )

Kinsella, Catherine by Lynn Ross (Kansas 
City); Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Brogna 
(Olathe)

Knupp, Mary Lorean by Doris Lawrence 
(Rogersville)

Koffman, John by Chris and Kate Farris 
(Columbia)

Lambeth, May and Linda by The Lambeth 
Family (Potosi)

Laney, Jerry by anonymous (Cassville); 
Richard and Jenene Russell (Edna); 
Alta Fern Hopkins and Shirley Thomas 
(Washburn)

Lange, Barbara by William Lange (Fenton)
Lankford, Bradley by Swars Prairie 

Baptist Church (Seneca)
Lockard, Seth Lavon by Janet Beasley 

(St. Louis)
Mack, Dorothy by her daughter, Carol 

Mack-Lacey (Black Jack)
Masters, Anna Pauline by Drew Lewis of 

Truman Title, Inc. (Warrensburg)
M a t t h e s ,  J a n e  b y  B i l l  M a t t h e s 

(Lee’s Summit)
McCain, Virginia Lee by David Vezzetti 

(Arnold)
McCully, Joe & Loreta by Mr. and Mrs. 

Marvin McCully (Longview)
McKay, Charles by Shirley Gudde (Holden)
McMillen, Rowyn by Scott, Krista, Marina 

and Tanner Porter (Eugene); Doug and 
Michelle Mahsman, Kayrl Silvey, Sally 
Hayes and Gia and Kimberly Cox, Steve 
Lewton Agency (Hannibal); Barbara 
Dowell and Sarah Davenport, First 
Baptist Church, Harry and Linda Gould, 
John and Candy Frame, Kyla McMillen 
(New London)

Metsker, Darline Berniece by Gordon 
and Claudette Metsker (Leavenworth)

Miles, Glen & Lois by Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Tung (Chesterfield)

Miller, Lucy Elizabeth by Mr. and Mrs. 
Kevin Miller (Farmington)

Morey, Danny by Second Baptist Church 
(Poplar Bluff)

Morris, Betty  by Lynne B. Woods 
(Louisiana)

Munson, Martha by Dailene Ceballos 
(La Crosse)

Myers, Kenny by Anita Eddy (Springfield)
Neal, Connie by her husband, Mike Neal 

(Peculiar)
Noisworthy, Lucy by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)
Oliver, Harold David by Mr. and Mrs. 

Eddie Waters (Colstrip); Raymond and 
Barbara Henderson, Terry and Keyla 
Carnahan (Huntsville); David and Patricia 
Oliver (St. Joseph)

Page, Merle by Lynne B. Woods (Louisiana)
Palmer, Thelma by Tina Babb (Bragg City)
Panhorst, Margaret Henley by Albert 

Panhorst (Phoenix)
Parker, Genelda by Kenny and Brenda 

Parker (St. Charles)
Parker, Mary Ann by Danny and Lillian 

Schweer (Cape Girardeau); Bill and Lucille 
Schweer, Rob and Carol Stover (Jackson)
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Payne, Rev. Gary D. by Jason and Sherri 
Collins (Wellington)

Perry, Rosella by Francie Clark and Bonnie 
Harty (Puxico)

Powers, Rodney by Dorcas Powers 
(St. Louis)

Ramsey, Yvonne Goodnight by Nancy 
and Jerry Diggs (Maitland)

Rhodes, Gloretta by Mr. and Mrs. Earnest 
Burditt (Dodge City); Bobby Grisham 
(Gainesville); Gordon Rhodes, her son, 
Bruce Rhodes (Houston); Mr. and Mrs. 
David Burditt (Wichita)

Richardson, Bob and Greg by Naom 
Richardson (St. Clair)

Riley, Elmer and Elsie by Waunita Moore 
(Independence)

Robinson, Patsy by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Roethlisberger, Mary by Lynne B. Woods 
(Louisiana)

Rudolph, Betty J. by Mr. & Mrs. William 
Ronan (St. Charles)

Samuel,  Gary  by  B ett y  B ournoe 
(Springfield)

Saul, Hazel by Diane E. Walters (Belton); 
Arborknoll Gospel Assembly (Kansas City)

Schuber, Kassandra Rae by New Salem 
Baptist Church (Ionia)

Scoggins, Jim by Caron Mainer (St. Peters); 
his wife, Marilyn Scoggins (Strafford)

Scott, Mary by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Scowden, Dwane by his wife, Shirley 
Scowden (Carthage)

Sexton, Ralph by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Shumaker, Keith by Judy Shumaker 
(Golden)

Smith, Harold and Muriel by Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth L. Smith (Willow Springs)

Sneed, Peggy D. by her husband, Thomas 
W. Sneed (Leneexa)

Stalker, Charles by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Statler, Jarrid by Ananda Lawson 
(Farmington)

Stump, Clarence  by Leota Stump 
(Carthage)

Thomas, Mrs. Ileen by Bill Thomas 
(Bethany)

Thomas, Terry by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Tubbs, Linda by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Vanderpool, Kevin Dale by Mr. and Mrs. 
Loy Vanderpool (Kirbyville)

Vezzetti, Elayne by David Vezzetti 
(Arnold)

Watson, Yin by Mary Martha Class 
(Bolivar)

White, Bertha May by her son, Mr. & Mrs. 
James E. White (Bridgeton)

White, Peggy by First Baptist Church, 
many family and friends, Thomas and 
Barbara Stanfield (Farmington); Vincent 
and Cheryl Stevens (Nixa)

Whitener, Ben by Kay Whitener (Festus)
Williams, Dorothy by Glenn & Jan Taylor 

(Carrier Mills)
Wisecarver, Jim by Denise Diedrich 

(Arnold); Dan and Tammy Nobbe (Crystal 
Lake); Charles and Ruth Carver (DeSoto); 
Kindra Webster (Dow); Carolyn Mitchell 
(Nixa)

Work, Marion by Mr. and Mrs. Dennis D. 
Uzzell (Hartville)

Young, Wayne by Brent and Kristie Orr 
(Fredericksburg)

Honorariums
Brown, Wilma by Joy Brumble (Kingsville)
Candillo, Pastor Joey by Mr. and Mrs. 

Timothy Vasques (Independence)
Cook, Judy by Ron and Brenda Morton 

(Bunker)

Coonrod, Wes by his parents, Keith and 
Kathy Coonrod (McCure)

Elrod, Howard and Edith by Madelyn 
Schnick (Strafford)

Ferkel, Chris by Danny and Marsha Patton 
(Richland)

Fiddler, James & Lilliana by James C. 
Fiddler, Jr. (Loves Park)

Gottman, David and Nancy by Larry and 
Susie Sees (La Plata)

Griggs, Eddie and Marilyn by Johannah 
Hausman (St. Joseph)

Hanks, Glenda by Laura Holly Gentry 
(Poplar Bluff)

Lamb, Myra for Christmas by ABF Class 
(Ballwin)

Land, Jeanne  by Linda Bout well 
(Raytown)

Lercher, Brock and Kasie by Margaret 
Prewett (Richland)

Masters, Pauline by Herb and Joyce 
Hamann (Bolivar); Barry and Diane 
Whitworth (Garden City); Keith and 
Martha Hannsz (Liberty); George and 
Peggy Hack, Mary Rauger, Milton and 
Susan Rose (Richmond); Daniel and Abby 
Metcalf, Elray and Ginger Doerflinger, 
Ronald and Julie Clawson, Warrensburg 
Manor Care Center (Warrensburg)

McCully, Mac  by  Angela McCully 
(Farmington)

McKinney, Rae by Bea Dehn (Marshall)
The Milberg Family by Harry & Vera 

Milberg (St. Louis)
Mom  by Mr. and Mrs. Ray Frever t 

(Higginsville)
Novelly, Lisa by Mary Gunther (St. Louis)
Robinson, Rev. Ron by Glenstone Baptist 

Church Family (Springfield)
Roller, Ken and Lila by James Roller 

(Bolivar)
Saulsbury, Hutton Michael by Phyllis 

Saulsbury (Kansas City)

Spradling, Joshua and Eliannah on on 
their wedding by Michael R. Spradling 
(Columbia)

Swan, June by Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Swan 
(Parkville)

Taylor, Wayne and Donna Kay by 
Ryan Taylor (Falmouth); Patrick Taylor 
(New River)

Terry, Jayne by Angela B. Vincent (Pierce 
City)

Thomas, Susan by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gentry 
(Poplar Bluff)

Thompson, Bob and Lavon by Gary and 
Natalie Katerberg (Norton Shores)

White, Edward F. by his son, James E. 
White (St. Charles)

Yates, Mom and Dad by Mr. and Mrs. 
Philip Rothschild (Springfield)

Getting Excess Mail?
If you are receiving duplicate mailings, mailings for 

people who no longer live at your address or mailings for 
deceased individuals, please contact us so we can correct 
these issues and note the changes in our database. To 
report information which needs to be updated/corrected, 
please cut-out and return this form or call 800-264-6224. 

You can also make changes on-line by going to 
www.mbch.org and clicking on “Mailing Preferences” at 
the top of the page. 

Address Change Form
Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:

o Subscribe me/us to the E-Messenger to save money on printing & postage. 
 Send to this e-mail address: _______________________________________________

o Change the address to: __________________________________________________ 
 City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip________ 

o Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:

o Individual is deceased: please provide name _______________________________

o Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the 
 duplicate _______________)

o No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state

o Other: ___________________________________________________________

Online 
Donations

If you would like to make 
a donation to care for hurting 
children with your credit or debit 
card, simply visit www.mbch.org 
and click the “Donate” button 
on any page to go to the on-line 
donation page.

If you have questions or problems 
with on-line contributions to 
MBCH, please call 1-800-264-6224 
and ask for John Jost. John can help 
you with your web-based giving.
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