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“Publish His glorious deeds 
among the nations. 

Tell everyone about the amazing 
things He does.” 

Psalm 96:3 (NLT)

Fellowship Church Students Volunteered at MBCH
STUDENTS FROM 
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
IN KANSAS CITY dedicated 
3 days in June to Missouri 
Baptist Children’s Home’s Lowe-
Frillman Campus, helping with 
things such as painting and yard 
work. They came to St. Louis to 
help with another project when 
unfortunately it was canceled so 
instead of letting it deter them, 
they asked if MBCH could use 
their help. So why Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home?

“As Missouri Baptist churches 
we have this tremendous ministry that most people don’t see with the Missouri Baptist Children’s Home,” 

said Pastor Wesley Vance. “Our church 
understands the need to help care for 
children in the foster care system here 
in Missouri so we did a huge drive last 
fall to collect diapers, toothbrushes, 
deodorant, and other essential items 
to send to MBCH. So when our initial 
planned project was canceled, we 
immediately called MBCH. It was a 
natural fit for us.”

One of the founding members of 
Fellowship Church was a house mom 
at the Coleman House back in the 
70s. So she was able to tell us what the 

Children’s Home looked like a few decades ago.

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH IN KANSAS CITY WAS planted in partnership with the Missouri Baptist 
Convention and the North American Mission Board in August of 2013 at Midwestern Baptist Seminary, but 
then did a replant of a church that was in decline.

“As our church and youth group have grown, we 
made a strategic decision last year that instead of 
sending our students to camp we would send them on 
a student mission trip,” said Pastor Vance. “That had to 
be put on pause because of COVID-19. So, this is our 
first student mission trip. For some of these students, 
this is their first mission trip ever.”
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President’s Update

IN APRIL OF THIS YEAR MBCH celebrated 
135 years of ministry to children, youth, and families. 
We have come a long way since that first year in 1886 
when 76 children were placed with what then was 
called the Baptist Orphans Home. Those services 
were provided only to children who were under the 
age of two in a rented facility in downtown St. Louis.

Today, we have campuses with multiple houses 
in Bridgeton, Peculiar, Mount Vernon, group homes 
in Kansas City and Brookline, offices in Springfield, 
Joplin, and Jefferson City, and staff located in southeast 
Missouri who provide services there.

If you read the annual report that was in the 
previous edition of The Messenger, you came to realize that whereas all 
the services at our founding were delivered out of one home, this past 
year approximately 93% of all ministries were provided in community-
based programs rather than on a residential campus.

In 2020, MBCH touched the lives of 2,935 children and families. 
Our staff was involved in helping facilitate one hundred thirty-three 
children find loving, forever families.

It is not only our privilege to serve children, youth, and families, 
it is our God-given mission and responsibility. The church has always 
been the key provider of ministering to those who have needs. Missouri 
Baptist Children’s Home is a primary vehicle by which the services 
are delivered. 

ACCORDING TO STATISTICS FROM THE DEPARTMENT of 
Social Services of the State of Missouri, as of April of this year, there are 
14,115 children in the foster care system. 2,656 children are awaiting 
adoption. We cannot turn our backs on these children and we have 
developed programs and services to be responsive to the needs.

It may interest you to know that over the past 15 years, MBCH 
has helped facilitate the addition of more than 1,100 foster homes to 
the foster care system. 109 of those were in 2020 alone. We are very 
grateful for those families who have accepted the challenge to respond 
to helping meet the needs of children who need a loving home in which 
to be placed.

We continue to monitor closely the shifts that are taking place 
in our culture, the legislation being proposed, judicial rulings being 
handed down, and executive orders that are being issued, to ensure 
we are able to continue to minister to children, youth, and families. 
There is a growing pressure on the part of some that unless entities 
like MBCH abandon their Biblical worldview they should not be 
allowed to operate. To eliminate faith-based providers solely on the 
basis of their Biblical values and beliefs would unnecessarily reduce 
the number of providers of these services and be an injustice to those 
who so desperately need them.

We have served Missouri’s children, youth, and families for over 135 
years now and we pray and trust that we will be able to continue to do 
so until the Lord returns. Please pray with us that we will be responsive, 
creative, and innovative as we serve our Lord by serving His children.

IN ORDER TO SERVE, WE NEED staff members 
who are called by God to serve as missionaries, right 
here in Missouri. We continue to be in need of 
residential specialists (child care workers or house 
parents) who will join our team and help make a 
difference in the life of a person. We have one group 
home closed due to not having sufficient staff to open 
and operate it. It saddens me that we are not able to 
accept referrals for this unit, strictly because of not 
having staff in place. How many opportunities to 
make a lasting difference are being lost because we 
cannot respond to the need?

Won’t you pray with us that individuals would 
respond to God’s call to serve Him in this most critical and vital role? 
Please go to our website www.mbch.org or call our human resources 
department at 314-739-6811 or 1-800-264-6224 for additional 
information on how you might become a partner in ministry.

Thank you for your partnership with us as we serve God by 
responding to the needs of children, youth, and families to make a 
lasting difference in their lives.
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Up-Coming Women’s Ministry Events
By Wanda Shellenbarger, Women’s Ministry Specialist | Church Engagement Catalyst

I MUST ADMIT AT THIS TIME last year, I was wondering if life 
and activities would ever return to what they once were.  In looking back 
over the past few months, and the schedule ahead, things have not only 
amped back up to pre-COVID activities but have exceeded what we 
once were doing.  We’re so excited to experience all the Lord has for us 
through the following events.

Women’s Ministry Training Clinic
Thursday, October 21 – Friday, October 22, 2021
Best Western Plus Hotel and Conference Center 

1937 Christy Drive, Jefferson City, MO

Registration: $45 per person 
(includes all materials needed and lunch on Friday)

Overnight Reservations: 573.635.4175 
($97 – includes breakfast)

To Register, please mail check made out to MBCH CFM along with 
Name, Address, City, State, Zip, Email and Phone Number to MBCH, 
11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044 (Be sure to put 
“Registration for Women’s Ministry Training Clinic” on the memo 
line of your check).

Seating is limited to 25 so gather your team and make your 
reservations soon.

BRAND NEW!

ESSENTIAL TRAINING 
CONFERENCE

We are offering an ESSENTIAL TRAINING CONFERENCE 
at Union Hill Baptist Church (460 S. Summit | Holts Summit, MO), 
October 23 from 9 am to 3 pm.

Registration Fee: $20 per person (includes lunch)
To Register, please mail check made out to MBCH CFM along with 

Name, Address, City, State, Zip, Email and Phone Number to MBCH, 
11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044 (Be sure to put 
“Registration for Women’s Ministry Essential Training Conference” 
on the memo line of your check).

The Stewards of Children training will be offered to all attendees 
and the following will be offered as breakout sessions of your choice.  
The Churches Response to Domestic Violence, Getting Through What 
You’re Going Through, Red Flags of Dating, Conflict Management 
and Anchored In.

For those interested in attending BOTH events, there will be a $5.00 
discount for the combined registrations.

Fall Women’s Conference
October 7-9, 2021

Camden Hotel & Convention Center, Branson, MO
WE ARE RECEIVING A WONDERFUL RESPONSE TO OUR 

FALL WOMEN’S CONFERENCE. The Hotel and Convention Center 
only has 99 rooms available and they are booking up quickly. Register 
soon to reserve your seat!

Laura Lacey Johnson will be our Guest 
Speaker. She is an inspiring conference 
speaker who lifts women’s hearts with the 
hope of God’s word. She has authored several 
Bible studies. You can connect with Laura 
and subscribe to her Motivational Minutes 
at www.lauralaceyjohnson.com. 

SBU students will lead us in our Praise 
& Worship segments and breakout sessions 
with be led by women from around the state. We’ll enjoy laughter 
together when we attend the Doug Gabriel Show on Friday morning. 
This will be a GREAT time of refreshing and renewal.

We have wonderful exhibitors you’ll love! Our highlighted “Blessings 
Corner Ministry” this year is the Human Trafficking Rescue Ministry. 

Schedule
Thursday, October 7: 6 - 9 pm – Praise & Worship | Guest 

Speaker Laura Johnson and Breakout Sessions 

Friday, October 8: 10 am – Noon | Doug Gabriel Show at the 
Baldknobbers Theatre 

2:30 – 5 pm | Praise & Worship and Breakout Sessions

Saturday, October 9: 9 am – Noon | Praise & Worship, 
Breakouts and final closing

Registration Fee: $45 per person (includes the 
Doug Gabriel Show.

To Register, please mail check made out to MBCH CFM along with 
Name, Address, City, State, Zip, Email and Phone Number to MBCH, 
11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044 (Put “Registration 
for Fall Women’s Conference” on the memo line of your check).

For overnight room reservations, please contact the Camden Hotel at 
417.334.8404. Ask for the MBCH Rate of $72 which includes breakfast 
and evening dessert.

Church Engagement/Women’s Ministry
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You Are Making a Lasting Difference in the Lives 
of Children, Youth and Families

Dear Friend,
This is the time of year when our staff and foster parents are preparing the children and youth in our care for the new 

school year. That sounds like a routine process, but for most of these kids, it is far from routine.
Going back to school is a traumatic time for our children. Everything is new and unfamiliar. The things that have 

happened to them in the past – coupled with the additional trauma of new and unfamiliar schools – make going back to 
school a very difficult time. As a result of the sudden and dramatic changes in their lives many of our children have great 
difficulty in adjusting to school, both academically and behaviorally.

National statistics show that, on average, by the time youth in foster care reach their junior year in high school, more 
than a third will have switched schools at least five times! The consequences of these changes are significant. With each 
move, students lose an estimated 4-6 months of academic progress. The chances of youth in the “system” finishing high 
school by age 18 are roughly fifty percent. The odds of their going on to college are only twenty percent and less than ten 
percent obtain a bachelor’s degree!

As disturbing as those statistics are, they also provide reason for hope. Our experience working with hundreds of 
children in therapeutic group homes, family foster homes and treatment foster homes has shown us that if we can help 
these students achieve a greater degree of academic success, their feeling of self-worth grows and that often filters down 

to many other aspects of their lives.
We have also learned that having adults in their lives who show them the love of Jesus Christ begins to reduce the 

effects of the trauma they have experienced and that helps improve their chances of academic success.
Last year, MBCH helped 133 children find “forever homes.” That stability will improve their chances for success 

in school. We have had many children achieve things in school they would never have thought possible.
Our Transitional Living Program helps older teens and young adults in the child welfare system learn how 

to live independently. “Kristin” has been in our TLP program in St. Louis for nearly a year. She graduated 
from high school this year. Her career goal is to become a therapist to help young people like her deal with the 
trauma in their lives! Kristin has been accepted into college and will begin classes in the fall. At graduation, 
her school chose her to receive a laptop at graduation! She was chosen out of the graduates because of her 
hard work and desire to continue her education. We are so very proud of her!

A financial gift at this time will help us prepare our kids for a new school year. Your love and concern will 
help these children understand that they have hope and a future. That is why I am asking you to prayerfully 

consider what you can do to help the children. Will you help them know the joy of starting a new school 
with all the tools they need to succeed because of they have the Christ-like love of friends like you behind 

them each step of the way?
Will all of our kids become successes in school? Probably not. But I do know that all 

will receive love and encouragement. I do know that through the ministries of MBCH 
all will be introduced to the life-changing love of Jesus Christ. I do know that, with 

your help, we will do everything possible to prepare them all for the next step in their 
lives. I do know that they all will have a better opportunity to succeed in life because 
of the impact you help us make on their lives.

You have the opportunity to make a difference now. I pray that you will be able to 
send a generous gift today and invest in the future of a child.

Blessings,

Russell L. Martin
President

P.S. Please mail your gift to MBCH, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. You can also 
make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” button and select “Back to 
School” as the gift designation.
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries/Church Engagement

Preventing Child Abuse Together with the Church
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

OUR CHURCH ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE PARTNERS 
WITH local churches across the state to serve children, youth, and 
families and make a lasting difference in their lives. One essential focus 
has been on prevention of child abuse. We believe the church has a 
critical role to play in the prevention of child abuse.

To this end, we provide various prevention-focused opportunities 
that allow churches to engage with us in child abuse prevention efforts. 
We have reviewed and worked together with churches on development 
and/or revision of policies, consulted with church leaders regarding 
challenging situations within their church body, worked with camps 
developing policies and training leaders and brought awareness to the 
church through training efforts.

Our most widely used training has been the national prevention 
program known as Stewards of Children developed by the non-profit 
Darkness to Light. Stewards of Children brings an awareness where the 
threats of child sexual abuse come from and teaches the 5 steps to keep 
kids safe. This includes training on how to screen volunteers, how to 
understand the grooming process, what signs of abuse look like, how to 
eliminate the greatest threats, and how to respond responsibly if child 
sexual abuse is suspected, disclosed, or discovered. 

IN APRIL, MBCH WAS RECOGNIZED BY Missouri Kids First 
with their Standing for Children award. Missouri Kids First is a non-
profit that serves as the state chapter of Missouri’s fifteen accredited 
regional Child Advocacy Centers and the seat of Prevent Child Abuse 
Missouri. MBCH was recognized for raising awareness and empowering 
over 2,500 adults to prevent, recognize, and respond to child sexual 
abuse through Darkness to Light’s Stewards of Children training.

To g e t he r, 
we can prevent 
c h i ld se x u a l 
abuse in our 
state. We want 
to say a big 
Thank You to all 
the Churches, 
P a s t o r s , 
Chu rch sta f f 
a nd le ader s , 
D i rec tor s of 

Missions, MBC Leadership, and Baptist Associations that have worked 
alongside MBCH in our efforts to keep children and youth safe. The 
following is a list of those churches and schools that have worked with 
MBCH to educate and prevent child sexual abuse.

Diamond Missouri Public Schools; Trust God in Everything (TGE) 
MBCH women & girls event; Dayspring Baptist Church, Town & 
Country; FBC Diamond; Odessa Church of Christ; Journey Church 

Joplin; Seneca Early Child Center; Purcell Baptist Church; FBC Festus/
Crystal City; FBC Macon; Fellowship Greenwood Kansas City; Fee 
Fee Baptist Church Bridgeton; Second Baptist Church Springfield; 
Collegiate Missions-Missouri Baptist Convention; Selmore Baptist 
Church Ozark; Super Summer Adult Leadership at SBU and HLGU; 
FBC Windsor; Shiloh Baptist Church Robertsville; Gracepoint Baptist 
Kansas City; God’s House of Ministry, Elsberry; FBC Marshall; First 
Southern Baptist Church Malden; Kansas City Public Schools; Open 
Door Baptist Church Carthage; Cornerstone Baptist Church, Richland; 
Richland Public Schools; Emmanuel Baptist Church Webb City; 
Cornerstone Baptist Church Jefferson City; FBC O’Fallon; Hope and 
Anchor Church, Springfield; Christ Church of Joplin; New Salem Baptist 
Church Marble Hill; Ridgecrest Baptist Church Springfield; FBC Oak 
Ridge; Drummond Elementary St. Ann; Miner Baptist Church Sikeston; 
Faith Baptist Church Festus; FBC Mountain Grove; The Gathering 
Independence; FBC Gideon; Lee’s Summit School District; FBC St. 
Clair; High Street Baptist Springfield; FBC Gray Summit; Odessa Baby 
Grace Ministries & Camp; FBC Lee’s Summit; Blue Spring Baptist 
Church Eldon; Chesterfield Community Church; Wornall Road Baptist 
Church Kansas City; Restore Leadership Community Kansas City; 
Tower Grove Baptist St. Louis; First Baptist Grandview; Calvary Baptist 
Church Republic; Memphis MO Public Schools; FBC Memphis; FBC 
Forsyth; College of the Ozarks; Crossway Baptist Church Springfield; 
Christian Life Center Florissant; FBC Springfield; Central Baptist 
Church Eureka; Providence Baptist Church Kansas City; Grace Bible 
Church Florissant; Antioch Southern Baptist Church Harrisonville.

The following Associations have trained pastors, leaders and others: 
Salt River Baptist Association, Tri-County Baptist Association, Osage 
River Baptist Association, Jefferson Baptist Association, Spring River 
Baptist Association, Shoal Creek Baptist Association, Laclede Baptist 
Association, Crossroads Baptist Association, Blue River KC Baptist 
Association, St. Francois Baptist Association, Linn Livingston Baptist 
Association, North Grand River Baptist Association, Greene County 
Baptist Association, St. Louis Metro Baptist Association, Lawrence 
County Baptist Association, Fellowship Baptist Association, Wright-
Douglas-Ozark Baptist Association, Cane Creek Stoddard Baptist 
Association.

IF YOUR CHURCH OR BAPTIST ASSOCIATION has not yet 
scheduled a Stewards of Children training, please contact david.burch@
mbch.org to get a training set up. The Stewards of Children training is 
an excellent resource to assist your church in keeping children safe. It is 
a two hour training and can be provided to your church at no cost, and 
at a day and time most convenient to you. Please join with MBCH in 
working to prevent child abuse.
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries

They Have Each Other
By Von Hulin, Program Director

MOST OF US ARE BLESSED TO have people in our lives whom we can rely on or 
turn to when we have a need. Some may have several people who fall into that category.  
When I hear the stories of our foster kids and residents I am heartbroken for the countless 
losses they have endured in their short lives.

Abby entered foster care when she was just 2 years old. She had entered foster care 
because her mother struggled with an addiction and was unable to properly care for her. 
Abby’s father had recently been murdered. Her world was crumbling around her and 
nothing was certain for her.

Abby’s paternal grandmother, Rose, stepped in and was able to take her in. This was 
a major decision for her. Rose was still reeling from the loss of her son and now her Abby 
was in foster care. Rose had been preparing to retire and move out of state and those plans 
suddenly shifted to planning a funeral for her son and enrolling a 2 year old in daycare. 
Neither of them saw any of this coming but they were going through this together.

Rose attended court, meetings, doctor appointments – you name it – she was there 
for Abby doing everything she could to love and protect her. Abby’s mom worked hard to 
overcome her addictions but they proved to be too much for her and the addictions took 
her life. Rose and Abby again dealt with another loss together.

After 3 years of court hearings and paperwork, Rose was finally able to officially adopt 
Abby. Please pray for our clients who have lost so much and experienced deep traumas. 
Pray for those who step up to care for these children.

Great Foster Parents Make a Difference
By Adam Strieby, Program Director

I WANT TO TELL YOU ABOUT a remarkable family who has impacted the lives of 
over forty children in the last thirteen years as foster parents with MBCH Children and 
Family Ministries (MBCH CFM).

Nelson and Sherrie Truitt are Treatment Foster Care Parents, which is the highest 
level of foster care that can be provided to children with severe trauma and behavioral 
challenges. Nelson and Sherrie have always gone above the calling and made themselves 
available to help in emergency situations.

Sherrie has a special way of connecting with kids of all ages and does so in a way that 
kids are able to experience felt safety. This is crucial. Children may physically be in a safe 
environment but feeling safe is key to healing. Sherrie’s ability to nurture the kids when 
they need it most is a gift.

Nelson is quite the character. He is a jokester, fun-loving, and has a way of connecting 
with kids. Nelson and Sherrie have served as mentors to other foster families and always 
advocate for the best interest of children in their home. Their dedication brought them 
both highs and lows of ministering to children from hard places and has made a lasting 
difference in the lives of kids they have served.

IN JULY, NELSON & SHERRIE TRUITT retired from their ministry partnership with MBCH CFM. We are honored to have served beside 
them over the past thirteen years. Please join us in praise to our Lord for the work they have done and the lasting impact they have made on the 
children. The Truitt family will be greatly missed but we wish them the very best.
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The LIGHT House

Residential Maternity Care

Parenting Skills

Community Outreach 
Program

Licensed Adoption Agency

24/7 Hope Line 
816-916-4434

www.lighthousekc.org

816-361-2233

Next Steps for the Home-Based 
Pregnancy Services Program
By Andrea McAdam, Community Program Manager

THE LIGHT HOUSE IS READY FOR referrals for the Home-Based Pregnancy Services program! Many 
women in Kansas City and surrounding area are able to provide a home for their family, but are in need of 
additional support, education, and resources as they face an unplanned pregnancy. This program will allow 
the staff to engage with the moms throughout their pregnancy and into the first year of their baby’s life. As the 
moms participate, they will also receive incentives of diapers, wipes, and additional baby care items.

Educational information shared will include several prenatal topics. Additional information will come 
from Nurturing Parenting Skills for Families. In March, I completed a three-day facilitator training that 
provided the curriculum for staff to use for the in-home visits. The goal of this curriculum will focus on 
helping the mothers heal from past trauma to encourage nurturing skills for families. Within the overall 
goal, the curriculum will teach about appropriate expectations of children, developing empathy in parents 
and children, disciplining with dignity, self-awareness and appropriate family roles, and empowerment 
and independence. 

We are so excited for this program and to help clients in a new avenue!

LH Christmas List
Maternity HoMe:
Chipotle Gift Cards ($10)
Walmart Gift Cards ($10/$20)
McDonalds Gift Cards ($10)
Ross Gift Cards ($10/$20)
Set of Hat, Texting Gloves and Scarf
Nail Polish
Body Spray
Perfume
Wallets
Plush Throws
Bath Robes
Slippers
Bibs
Baby Teethers
Baby Developmental Toy
Board Books
Baby Socks
Onsies (various sizes 3 months to 12 months)
One Gender Neutral Pack-n-Play

DaD’s ConneCt:
Walmart gift cards ($10/$20)
Men’s gloves
Men’s body spray
McDonald’s gift cards ($5/$10)
Men’s manicure set

HoMe BaseD PregnanCy 
serviCes:
Nail polish/manicure set
Body lotion/body spray set
Candles
Winter hat/gloves/scarf set
Cozy socks
Throw blankets
Baby socks
Baby winter hat/glove set, size 0-6
Fleece onesies, NB-12 months
Stuffed animals
Board books
Development toys, NB-12 months
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New LIGHT House Case Manager
By Linda Freeland, Maternity Home Manager

TATIANA GRAVITT IS 
THE NEW LIGHT House 
Case Manager. She earned a 
B.A. in Political Science and 
Socio-legal studies from the 
University of Denver and an 
M.S.W. from the University of 
Denver, Graduate School of 
Social Work. She is currently 
working towards becoming a 
Licensed Social Worker.

Tatiana had previously served as a Family Advocate for Warren 
Village, a transitional housing program, and an Intake Specialist at 
a juvenile assessment center. Much of her previous work included 
supporting homeless single parents towards independent living. She 
also helped families create a loving and stable environment where youth 
can thrive and reach their potential. Tatiana’s passion for service, social 
justice, and supporting those in need led her to The LIGHT House. 

“During my brief time at The LIGHT House, I have enjoyed getting 
to know the residents and supporting them as young single-parents,” 
Tatiana said. I have also enjoyed getting to work in close proximity 
with the residents where I can support them in their times of need and 
crisis but also celebrate in their victories and successes. I look forward 
to all the work I get to do with current and future residents and hope 
that I can make a positive impact. Having grown up in a single parent 
household I know the difficulties single mothers and their families face. 

This has made me even more passionate and motivated in my work for 
The LIGHT House. I have also enjoyed the positive and supportive 
environment created between staff and the management team that 
has made the transition into my position as Case Manager smooth 
and positive”. 

While Tatiana greatly enjoys her work at The LIGHT House, she 
also enjoys the time she gets to spend with her family. She is married to 
her husband Eli and has a 10-month-old daughter named Emmersyn.

We are so thankful that the Lord has brought Tatiana to The LIGHT 
House. We believe her background and experience will help her to be 
able to relate and work productively with the maternity home residents. 
Tatiana also works well with the maternity home staff and is a great 
addition to our team.

Volunteers Needed
The Outreach program is back to in-person classes! For the 

remainder of 2021, this program will be offered twice each 
month on Tuesday evenings (5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.). To be able 
to accommodate our moms in the best way, we are seeking 
3-4 volunteers to help with child care (ages 1-10), to begin 
helping in late August.

If you live in the Kansas City Area and are interested in helping 
with childcare, please reach out to Andrea McAdam at andream.
lighthouse@mbch.org to learn more about this opportunity!

The LIGHT House
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I Want to Help The LIGHT House Support Young 
Mothers As They Parent Their Babies

Dear Friend,
When you think about The LIGHT House, you probably think about the young ladies in our maternity 

home who are preparing for the birth of their babies and learning how to care for a newborn. You probably also 
think about how important it is for there to be a Christ-centered organization that is such a strong alternative 
to the horrors of abortion. But there are also young mothers who have already chosen life, but struggle with 
the day-to-day need for security, housing, employment and learning how to be the best mother possible.

A few months ago, “Shanell” contacted The LIGHT House seeking a temporary safe place for herself and 
her 11-month-old daughter until she could find a job and permanent housing. She did not feel her current 
housing was a safe place for her daughter. She was also desperately searching for a program that could help 
with parenting classes and help her become independent.

We welcomed her and her daughter into our group home and have provided her with case management, 
counseling, parenting and life skills classes and spiritual development activities. She has had access to diapers, 
clothing and baby accessories at no cost through our Baby Boutique.

It is only through the support of people like you that The LIGHT House is able to minister to young 
mothers like Shanell.  

That is why I’m asking for your support to help provide a pathway to life for these women and their babies. 
We know that without the support of hundreds of faithful donors like you Your gift will help us provide a 

safe, nurturing environment for our clients to carry their babies to term. Your gift will help us share 
the love of Jesus Christ in so many ways. Your gift will help provide the care and support that the 

young mothers like Shanell need after their babies are born. And your gift will help us link birth 
mothers with adoptive families who will raise a previously unwanted baby in a Christian home. 

I pray that you understand how important your gift is – and I pray that you will find a way to 
financially support The LIGHT House.

Since being at The LIGHT House, our staff has helped Shanell find daycare for her daughter. 
She has participated in a job training and placement program. She has been so successful in 
her job training that her boss has offered her a permanent part-time position. Shanell has also 

enrolled in a local community college and was excited to start her classes this summer. She is 
currently on a waiting list to get her own apartment in the next few months.

I think it is obvious that Shanell’s life has been transformed by the ministries of The 
LIGHT House. She has seen God’s love in action through our staff and through your 

generous contributions and prayer support.
There are more young ladies like Shanell who desperately need the ministries of The 

LIGHT House. It is only because of your support that we can continue to change the 
lives of young mothers and their babies. If you are able to partner with us financially at 
this time, we urge you to open your hearts and your checkbooks. Will you also pray for 

our clients and their babies? Will you pray for our staff as they share Christ’s love with 
birth mothers, their families and prospective adoptive families? Will you take an active 

role in supporting life?
Your gift can change lives for all eternity.

Blessings,

Russell Martin, 
President

P.S. Please mail your gift to The LIGHT House, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. 
You can also make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” button and select 

“LH Summer Appeal” as the gift designation.
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Our Children’s Christmas List

To give us adequate time to sort, wrap and distribute the 
gifts before Christmas, we prefer to receive these items by 

December 9. We will, however, gratefully receive donations 
up to the Christmas holidays. PLEASE DO NOT WRAP ITEMS!

Arts/Crafts – teens to adult
Axe Cologne Sets
Basketballs/Footballs
Bath and Body Sets
Black hair care products – Cantu, etc
Canvases and paints
Christmas gift bags – small, medium, 

large and x-large
Educational toys – birth to 2
Model planes/cars/batteries
Nontoxic paints and glue
MP3 players with ear buds
Paw Patch items
Transformers, action figures

Clothing & Baby Items:
Baby onsies – newborn-6 months
Baby socks – newborn-6 months
Baby sleepers – newborn-18 months
Outfits for toddlers – 2T-4T, 5 and 6
Baby bath towels and wash cloths
Receiving blankets
Baby bottles 4 and 8 oz size
Pajamas – boys/girls – sizes 3, 4, 

5/6,7/8,10/12, 14/16
Mens sleep pants – small , medium, 

large, x-large, and 2 x-large

Gift Cards:
Pre-paid Visa
Shoe Carnival/Foot Locker
Dollar Tree/Dollar General
Target
Quik-Trip
McDonald’s
Forever 21
Macy’s
Rue 21
Beauty Supply
Carters
Children’s Place

Household Items:
Dishes, silverware, glassware
Comforters sets – twin and full size
Kitchen towels, dish cloths
Bath towels/hand towels/wash cloths
Shower curtains, rubber bath mats, 

rug type bath mats
Lamps
Small trash cans
Bed pillows

Christmas planning is already  underway 
at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. Lists are 
being made in the hopes of making this the 
best Christmas season ever for our children 
and youth.

Our children come from lives of chaos, 
not calm; violence, not peace. Their lives 
have been filled with neglect, abuse, anger, 
betrayal and despair. Each year we work hard 
to make Christmas a wonderful experience 
for the children in our care. For many, this 
Christmas will be the FIRST time they’ve 
heard the TRUE story of Christmas. The 
holiday memories and traditions experienced 
at MBCH this year may be the only ones they 
have ever had.

You can help us make the holiday season 
special by providing Christmas presents for 
our children. The following “wish list” details 
many of the items we need to make this 
Christmas memorable.

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home has 3 
campuses and 4 offices across the state. We serve 
approximately 90 children at any one time on 
our campuses. We also work with the infants 
mothers in our Pregnancy Services programs 
and with more than 700 children of all ages in 
our foster/adoptive programs. The ages of the 
children in our care range from 6 to 21, however, 
the majority of our children are 11-18. 

Items can be sent to: 
MBCH Campus Store, 

11300 St. Charles Rock Rd., 
Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

For more information call 
1-800-264-6224 

and ask for Kathy Crawley 
or Flo Anderson.
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Clay Cooper once again served as the 
M.C. for this benefit and kept the crowd 
entertained and involved with his 
unique style and sense of humor.

The 2021 “Branson Stars” event was reduced in scale for 
the sake of safety by COVID-19 – crowd size was severely 
limited and the silent auction was held virtually – but the 
event was still a success. Clay and Tina Cooper once again 
generously provided their beautiful theatre. The entire staff 
of the Clay Cooper Theatre did everything possible to make 
MBCH feel welcome and to make this event go smoothly. 
We are very grateful to the Coopers and all of the amazing 
performers who donated their time and talents to help raise 
funds to care for children, youth and families.

Mike Walker  
(Left)

Hughes Brothers 
(Right)
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A committee composed primarily of volunteers (Bruce 
and Denise Greeno, Bill and Evelyn Gustafson, Ramona 
McCready, Tom Pering, John and Linda Rohlman, Jim and 
Marilyn Scoggins, Roger and Beverly Trent) organized 
the event, solicited sponsors, sold tickets and worked 
faithfully on the day of the event.

New South 
(Left)

Terry Sanders 
(Right)

Pierce Arrow

CJ Newsom
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MBCH Events: See Where You Can Plug In
By James Morrow, Vice President, MBCH Foundation

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri: Joe Nogalski, 816-317-4430

East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 314-327-4121

Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906

Southeast/Central Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 573-241-1113

(Foundation Services Manager)
Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Advancement Assistant)
Cindy Roberts (Bridgeton), 800-264-6224

Support

EVERY YEAR MBCH FOUNDATION JOINS 
COUNTLESS other nonprofits in planning special 
events all across our state. You can look at your local 
community calendar and probably find two events 
with charitable intent for every weekend of the year. 
The reason that special events are so popular among 
charities is that they have the ability to raise much 
needed funds in a relatively short period of time. 
MBCH Foundation has always taken a two-pronged 
approach to our events.

At MBCH Foundation we believe that our events 
should always serve two purposes. First and foremost, 
we want our events to be successful in raising money 
that helps to make our ministry to hurting children, family and youth 
possible. Special events like the Strawberry Festival or Branson Stars help 
us to fill the gap that exists between providing much needed ministry 
and paying for this much needed ministry. Second, we strive to make 
our events an opportunity for attendees to familiarize themselves with 
the very current and life changing ministry portfolio that MBCH and 
the LIGHT House are engaged in all across Missouri.

WITH ALL THAT BEING SAID, IF you are a supporter of MBCH 
and The LIGHT House would you consider getting involved in one of 
our special events? There are a number of ways you can do this.

You can support our ministry by volunteering to help at one of our 
special events. You can get involved by researching what events we 

currently offer and plugging in to one of our event 
steering committees to help make the event you 
choose a success. You can give financially by becoming 
an event sponsor, or by making a gift to an event.

Finally, you can show up to one of our events, 
learn about MBCH and The LIGHT House and 
then take that knowledge and encourage others 
in your community to get involved in what God is 
accomplishing through MBCH and The LIGHT 
House.

If you are interested in finding out more about 
the MBCH Special Events happening in your area 
then please contact Trisha Crow at 800-264-6224, 

trisha.crow@mbch.org or go to www.mbch.org. You can also talk 
to your MBCH Foundation Regional Representative (See contact 
information below) As always, thank you so much for your faithful 
generosity, year-in and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in 
the lives of “the least of these”!

Online Donations
If you would like to make a donation to care for hurting children with 

your credit or debit card, simply visit www.mbch.org and click the “Donate” 
button on any page to go to the on-line donation page.

If you have questions or problems with on-line contributions to 
MBCH, please call 1-800-264-6224 and ask for John Jost. John can help 
you with your web based giving.
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By Kenny Vawter, MBCH Foundation Regional Representative

GOD IS GREAT!! THE GENEROUS GIFTS that 
are given to MBCH are used for many ministries in 
which God changes lives. Every Sunday I challenge a 
church to fill their pews with children, because they 
are our future and we need them to hear about Jesus 
and His love. We can change the world by bringing 
children to church so they can experience the love of 
God.

Recently, my wife and I had the opportunity to 
become foster parents for our neighbors. We had 
been helping the young couple occasionally and took 
their children to AWANA. During the pandemic we 
didn’t get to see them at all.

Then one day we received a phone call asking us to take their children due to some 
problems they were having. We agreed, knowing that we had a lot to get done to get ready 
for three children who were 8 and under and a newborn baby. Some days were challenging 
but were still a blessing.

We realized that God always has a plan, and we were in it. We shared the love of God 
with them and helped them realize that they are God’s creation and He loves them so 
much. The last night they were with us the three oldest asked Christ into their hearts.

Folks, we need more Christians fostering children. They need Jesus, and you might be 
the one that gets to share Him with them. With over 14,000 foster children in Missouri 
we have a lot of work to do. No it’s not easy, but is it easy for God to put up with us as His 
children.

I AM ALSO BLESSED TO HAVE the opportunity to visit with donors every day, 
sometimes I will spend an hour or two with each one. It is amazing the stories I get to hear 
from those that I visit with.

One donor informed me that she was raised at MBCH and she adopted her children 
from MBCH. That is an awesome testimony about what MBCH can accomplish in lives 
through Gods direction.

My wife and I have become very close to a couple in Poplar Bluff who have been giving 
to MBCH for 50 years. They never had children of their own but later in life were able to 
adopt a relative. There are so many stories that have been shared with me and I cherish 
each one.

There is a donor couple who has been giving for almost 70 years and that is amazing. 
I was visiting a donor who has donated handmade quilts for 38 years and she is now in 
her 90s. I’m also encouraged as I begin to see the younger generation sharing their time 
and monies in similar ways. Just to spend time with Christians like these every day is a 
blessing to me.

Jesus said, “if you have done it for the least of these you have done it unto me.” We are 
all called to help children in some way. Whether you become a foster parent or make a 
donation to MBCH, you are helping to make a lasting difference in the lives of children, 
youth and families.

Affordable Housing 
Assistance Program Tax 
Credits

Every year we apply for tax credits to help our 
various programs. This summer we are able to 
apply for Affordable Housing Assistance Program 
Tax Credits. These help offset the cost of some of 
our residential programs in Mt Vernon and at the 
LIGHT House. If you have business-type income, 
you can make a donation and receive a Missouri 
State tax credit for 55% of the donation. We must 
have pledges to our tax credit program in order to 
submit an application.

If you have qualifying income and would like to 
make a pledge to support our residential programs, 
please contact Trisha Crow at 800-264-6224 or trisha.
crow@mbch.org. 

You Can Help Children Find 
the Lord

Evelyn ......................... July 3
Hayley ......................... July 6
Christie ........................ July 8
Noah ......................... July 15
Noah ......................... July 15
Jesson ....................... July 19
Bradley ...................... July 20
Kaia ........................... July 23
Robert ....................... July 23
Heavenle ................... July 30
Joy ......................... August 9
Steven .................. August 15

Kelby .................... August 16
Lisa ...................... August 20
Austin .................. August 22
Kesha ................... August 24
Ziza .................. September 1
Nicholas ........... September 3
Ruth ................. September 8
Shelby ............ September 29
Charles ........... September 29
Derrick .................. October 6
Hope ................... October 15

The following children will be 
celebrating their birthdays in the next 
few months. Will you please pray for 

our children on their birthday?
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Memorials and Honorariums

MeMorials
Allen, Dr. M. Dale by his wife, Mrs. Anna 

C. Allen (Ozark)
Allen, Jana by Frances Dickerman (Arnold)
Amos, Jewell W. by David and Debra 

Harpham, Elizabeth Clanton, Paul Massey, 
Robert and Nancy, Katy, Harry and 
Jacob Clanton, Loyd and Jean Maxwell, 
Nola Burns, Roger and Anna Jemes, 
Stephen and Doreen Shaver (Conway); 
Jack and Dorothy Deckard, John and 
Joann Weddle and Family, Kelley and 
Abigail Calton, Mike and Gail Calton, Tim 
and Angie Blankenship (Grovespring); 
Bob and Delilah Shotts, Bruce and 
Stacie Fohn, First State Community 
Bank, Gary and Diana Amos, George 
and Sandy Calton, Darrell and Janie 
Calton and Judy Shockley, Clyde and 
Rita Long, Hilda Mooney, James and 
Elaine Amos, Joseph and Cheryl Amos, 
Michael and Shelly Perry, Norman and 
Beverly Hawkins, Peggy and Joni Massey, 
Ron and Bonnie Gray, Steve and Glenda 
Stratton and Family (Lebanon); Harmony 
Baptist Church (Phillipsburg); Mike and 
Janis Amos (Stoutland); Dorietta Howe 
and Family 

Anders, Kenneth by his wife, Joyce 
Anders (Rushville)

Andrews, Rita  by  Wayne McFal l 
(Independence)

Barnhill, Kathryn by P.E.P. of Macedonia 
Baptist Church (Springfield)

Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles and 
Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)

Baugh, Bill by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Beckemeier, Norma  by DeWayne 
Beckemeier (Springfield)

Branscum, Anita by Cape Girardeau Public 
Schools Foundation, Dr. and Mrs. Ronald 
Lessmann, Leslie and Jack Johnson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Don Summers, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Phillips, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Allgood, Mr. and Tommy Petzoldt, Strack 
Family, Susan Dodd (Cape Girardeau); 
Tomas and Suellen Anderson (Counce); 
Gwyn, Barry and Adam Gordon (Decatur); 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Mattingly (Glen Allen); 
Harold Hoffmeister, her husband, Walter 
Branscum, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Runnels, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Summers, Mr. and 
Mrs. Will Dudley, Semo Cattlemen’s 
Association (Jackson); Alicia Edwards 
(Lakeland); Elizabeth and Stephanie 
Gable, Virgil and Mary Freeman (Oak 
Ridge); Patricia Boyers, Southern Bank 

(Poplar Bluff ); Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 
Schaefer (Scott City); Brent Davidson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Bay (St. Louis); Crutsinger 
Family, Jennifer Drury (Whitewater); 
Saundra Newell (Zalma)

Brauch, Alvin by his sister, Dolores 
Sutterfield (Salem)

Breakehere, Olive by Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
D. Adams (Gardner)

Brodersen, Duane E.  by Cynthia 
Brodersen (Otterville)

Brown, James Roger by Joy Brumble 
(Lee’s Summit)

Brown, Kenneth by Charles and Mary Ann 
Brown (Louisiana)

Brown, Russell by on his birthday, from 
his wife, Marguerite Brown and kids 
(Macon)

Byington, Gerri by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Campbell, Justin by Mr. and Mrs. Grant 
Townsend (Nixa)

Carriger, Howard by Bryan and Melissa 
Wollard (Fair Play)

Carter, Bettye Murphy by Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Scifres (La Belle)

Choate, Stan by Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Borgman (Buckner)

Clemons, B. T. by Mr. and Mrs. William M. 
Ronan (St. Charles)

Colwell, Doris L. by Steven M. Colwell 
(Rogers)

Coram, Shirley by Phebean/Willing 
Workers class of Bethany Baptist Church 
of Marceline (Marceline)

Cowan, James Claude by Frances Curran 
(Chesterfield); Donna Baker (Eureka); 
J. W. and D.F. Gundy (Goodyear); James 
Williams (Kansas City); Robert and Reeda 
Cobb (Nixa); Carol Richardson (O’Fallon); 
Roch and Joan Vondras (Richmond); Lynn 
Halbert and her four sisters (Rolla)

Dameron, Ivan by Mr. and Mrs. John 
Dameron (Platte Woods)

Daugherty, Mrs. Nola by Richard and 
Karen Bone (Carrollton)

Dixon, Vivian  by Bruce A.  Dixon 
(Kansas City)

Drake, Don by his wife, Beth Drake (Seneca)
Driggers, Bill by Anna Da Costa (Denver); 

Anita Gilliland (Foristell); Cynthia Poulson 
(Prince George); Joseph and Sara Rupp (St. 
Louis); Thomas Dougherty (St. Peters); 
David and Diana Eaton, Kathy Morrell, Mr. 
and Mrs. D. G. Gillam (Wentzville)

Elues, Don by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Ronan 
(St. Charles)

Farris, James  by Phebean/Willing 
workers class of Bethany Baptist Church 
of Marceline (Marceline)

Fenton, James O. by Kenneth and Linda 
Fenton (St. Louis)

Ferman, Mike by his wife, Margaret 
Ferman (Grandview)

Flora, Jim by Tim and Jeanne Rice 
(Mt. Vernon)

Ford, Dorothy by Connie Harrington 
(Nevada)

French, Charles Eugene by John and 
Joyce Biggs (Grain Valley)

Frye, Danny by Chris Schnurbusch 
(Columbus) ;  Dorothy Hadley,  J im 
and Louise Frye (Gravette); Barbara 
Holzrichter (Grove); Gary and Anita Gilgen 
(Noel); Glenn and Connie Adams, Judith 
Pendergraft, Cynthia Ross, Keith and 
Norma Lindquist, family and friends, 
Ronda Holly (Southwest City); Wayne and 
Anna Emanuel (Sulphur Springs)

Gabriel, Dorothy Elaine by Tom and Cathy 
Campbell (De Soto)

Goodpaster, Mabel by her son, Gary 
Goodpaster (Springfield)

Gravier, Omega by Mr. and Mrs. Leland H. 
Weihe (St. Louis)

Groom, Misty Dawn by great grandma 
Erma Hamilton (Bethany)

Hamilton, Riley by great grandma Erma 
Hamilton (Bethany)

Hanna, Charles C. by Lillian Hanna 
(Poplar Bluff)

Harris, Freddie Ann  by Fletcher-
Reinhardt Co. (Bridgeton); Scott and 
Karen Splaingard (Collinsville); Frank 
and Barbara Jackson (Crofton); M. A. 
Wheeler (Hot Springs Village); Mr. and 
Mrs. V C Wheeler (Memphis); Angela 
Scoby (St. Louis)

Hart, Milford Franklin by First Baptist 
Church (Sikeston)

Heins, Dorothy “Dee” by Phebean/
Willing Workers class of Bethany Baptist 
Church of Marceline (Marceline)

Herr, Eva by National Active and Retired 
Federal Employees Association chapter 
19 (Joplin)

Hill, Joan by Charles Hill (Oran)
Huesemann, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin by 

their daughter, Edna Estes (St. Charles)
Kenison, Sr., David P. by Mrs. Linda 

Kenison (Chebanse)

Kennedy, Lonna by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Ketchum, John by Debby Ketchum 
(St. Charles)

LaVanchy, Wayne by Keith and Marlene 
Gravemann and Mar y Colombatto 
(Fair Oaks)

Luallin, Nina by Bradley and Carol Jemes, 
Debbie Admire, Floyd and Kathy Twyman 
and Family, June Stout, Rhonda Wood 
(Conway); Bobby and Sandra Miller, 
Carl and Dianna Lowe, Doug and Marty 
Kinnett, Gail Anderson, Gerald and 
Sandy Harcey, J.K. and C.R. Cunningham, 
Jeanette Whipple, Kenneth  W. Burd, 
Laclede County Baptist Association, Linda 
Dudley, Nadean, Paul and Kelly Vandaveer 
(Lebanon); Rodney and Lois Everage 
(Lynchburg); Hannah Luallin and Brent 
Boyce (Marshfield); John and Rhonda 
Foltz, Lou and Karen Rumker (Springfield)

Markland, Tom by Doris Markland 
(New Franklin)

Martens, Mary by her daughter, Ruth 
Mellor (St. Charles)

Mayo, Melissa by Second Baptist Church 
(Poplar Bluff)

McBride, Lenora by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

McQuown, Rebecca by Rachel Linnemeyer 
(Lee’s Summit)

Merrill, Karen by Dr. and Mrs. Elmer J. 
McCully (Nixa)

Miller, Betty M. by Bill and Lana Richards 
(Keytesville); Troy and Laurie Bruner 
(Marceline); Robert and Carla Cooper 
(Slaibury)

Moles, R. Wayne by Summit Woods 
Baptist Church (Lee’s Summit)

Myrick, Coy by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Newman, Helen by Phebean/Willing 
Workers class of Bethany Baptist Church 
of Marceline (Marceline)

Peel, John Glenn by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Pierce, Barbara Joyce Foster by Rhonda 
Fawcett and Diann DeGeus (Fort Smith)

Price, Clifford by Earl and Barbara Peck 
(Ionia); Bob and Wuanita Karbinas, 
Charles R. Ziegelbein, David and Kandy 
Derden (Sedalia); Peggy Pearl (Tucson)

Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Dunsing by Ms. Eunice 
E. Dunsing (Portland)

Robinson, John H. by Mary E. Reichardt 
(St. Louis)
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Ronan, Thomas William by Mr. and Mrs. 
William Ronan (St. Charles)

Ryan, Jim by Second Baptist Church 
(Poplar Bluff)

Samuel, Gary by Barry J. Gournde 
(Springfield)

Slaten, Ruth by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Sneed, Peggy D. by Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Eisenbarth (Topeka)

Stevens, Kenny by Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie 
E. Arnold (Archie)

Stoner, Alva Venson by Robin Salfrank 
(Fairfax)

Stotts, Jane by Dale L. Stotts (Monett)
Sutton, Angi by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)

Swadley, Rev. Paul by David and Christine 
Vallely (Reeds Spring)

Taylor, Katie Lee by her son, Stanley D. 
Taylor (St. Joseph)

Thompson, Eric by Summit Woods Baptist 
Church (Lee’s Summit)

Todd, Roger by Donald and Cathern Long 
(Hartville); Chester and Bonnie Agee 
(Lebanon)

Underwood, Bob by Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Beckel (Ellisville)

Uthe, Don by Bob, Selma, Tim and Jim 
Cornell (Harrisonville)

Veal, Greyson by First Baptist Church 
(Moberly)

William N. Brown. Sr., by William N. 
Brown, Jr., and Lisa Ballinger by Carole 
Brown (West Plains)

Woolis, Velma by Grace Community 
Fellowship (Shell Knob)

HonorariuMs
Arnold, Carole Lynne by Anne Arnold 

(Kansas City)
Bridgman, Jessica by Mr. and Mrs. Keith 

Robinson (Paola)
Brown, Wilma by Joy Brumble (Lee’s 

Summit)
Jerry, Rhea, Jennifer and Paul and Don 

and Leanne by Tim Lederer (O’Fallon)
Martens, Lee Roy by his daughter, Ruth 

Mellor (St. Charles)

McCully, Mac by Michele  Merr i l l 
(California)

Olive G. and Lucas Whitacre by Carol and 
Richard Blakely (Hamilton)

Peoples, Cara  by Janice Plummer 
(Camden)

Potts, Betty by Russell and Shirley Martin 
(St. Charles)

Strain, Delinda Susan by her husband, 
David Strain (St. Peters)

Terry, Jayne by Angela B. Vincent (Pierce 
City)

Tucker, Richard by Sarah Broadbent 
(High Ridge)

White, Edward F. by his son, Mr. and Mrs. 
James W. White (St. Charles)

Lives Are Being Changed on the Hutchens Campus 
By Elisa Pick, Campus Life Supervisor, Hutchens Campus

Mason Placed in New Foster Home
IT HAS BEEN A LONG TIME coming but on July 13 “Mason” was 
able to leave the MBCH Hutchens Campus  for a foster home! Mason is 
unfortunately one of those teenagers that seems to have fallen through 
the cracks. He was adopted out of state care but had a failed adoption. 
He came to us with hopes of independence and ready to tackle whatever 
came his way.

Throughout his time at MBCH he has remained hopeful about 
his future, even though that  future was unknown. Due to his age, we 
struggled to find a proper placement. He was “too old” for some programs 
and “not old enough” for others. Without a proper place to stay, it was 
a huge fear for the Hutchens Campus team that he would end up in a 
homeless shelter after leaving the program.

With help from community partners and the hard work of our 
Residential Case Manager, Mason found a place to call home that 
would be able to care for his specific needs. He will be able to finish 
high school, work towards employment, and have more 1-on-1 support 
as he learns how to become an adult.

Apollo Graduated from High School
“APOLLO” HAS BEEN A RESIDENT IN our Transitional Living 
Program at Hutchens Campus since early 2019. During his time, he has 
accomplished so many amazing goals. He has obtained employment, 
filed his taxes for the first time, and set a standard of excellence for 
others to follow.

He became one of 
our first residents in six 
years to purchase a vehicle 
during their time in the 
program. He has worked 
every week to upgrade and 
improve that vehicle. After 
watching several YouTube 
videos, he learned how to 
install a whole new sound 
system in his car.

A p o l l o  h a s  m a d e 
lifelong connections with 
staff and helped to bring 
new ideas to our TLP 
program. Most recently, 
he graduated from high school and was accepted into Missouri State 
University. He is currently preparing for dorm life to start in August.
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