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“Publish His glorious deeds 
among the nations. 

Tell everyone about the amazing 
things He does.” 

Psalm 96:3 (NLT)

MBCH, Missouri Baptist Foundation and 
Southwest Baptist University Working Together

A PRIMARY FOCUS OF THE MISSOURI Baptist Convention has become “Synergy” – finding ways 
for MBC entities to work together to advance God’s Kingdom. Last year the Missouri Baptist Foundation 
established a cholarship for a student at Southwest Baptist University who would work as an intern at MBCH. 
It is to be awarded annually to a social work major at SBU.

The internship program is geared toward any student that is going for their bachelor’s degree in social 
work and is for those students who need internship experience and must have a recommendation from 
their professors to be eligible for the program. The idea was to provide opportunities for students to be able 
to have an internship experience that might eventually lead to employment. The students enrolled in the 
internship program will get to have the opportunity to see what it’s like to work in their field whether it’s 
Family Foster Care, Treatment Family Care, etc. through activities such as attending meetings, participating 
in visits, and shadowing current employees.

“SBU is delighted to partner with the Missouri Baptist Children’s Home and the Missouri Baptist 
Foundation to support many of the most vulnerable in our society,” said Dr. Brad Johnson, interim president 
at SBU. “The work of the Children’s Home is vital to the work of Missouri Baptists. We are pleased to connect 
talented, ministry-minded social work majors with opportunities to live out their God-given calling to serve 
and lead in this important arena.” 

BRIANA OVERLY IS THE FIRST RECIPIENT of this scholarship 
and is fulfilling her internship at MBCH’s Springfield office. She is in her 
second semester working in child welfare.

Briana has been a blessing to our clients and staff through her positive 
attitude and her willingness to help out with whatever is asked of her. 
She initially believed that she only wanted to work with younger kids 
and families in foster care but she has spent a great deal of her time 
working with older youth. She has found her passion in working with 
older youth and would not have known this without doing this internship. 
She has been able to relate with the older youth in our scattered-site 
independent living program. She connects with them at their level and 
relates to their experiences of learning to live on their own. She loves 
having opportunities to share about Christ with them.

This experience has opened her eyes to a need for kids that are aging 
out of the system – something she had not yet learned about in the education setting. She feels she can make 
more informed decisions about her future career choice from the exposure she has had during this internship.

It is a win-win to have intern students like Briana. They bring a fresh perspective from what they are 
learning in the classroom, and we have the opportunity to give them hands-on experience that God can use 
to shape their career path in service to Him.
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President’s Update

THE COVID PANDEMIC HAS BEEN A heavy 
burden for us to experience. I think most of us can 
agree on that. Lives have been impacted with many 
turned upside down because of the virus. Along with 
that, there has been a lot of debate on the merits of 
how we responded to the pandemic and the efficacy 
of the lock-downs. I do not want to enter into that 
debate at this time, but do want to share with you 
thoughts on the unintended consequences that 
society will bear for months, years, and probably 
decades that are undoubtedly due in large part to the 
lock-downs.

At the time of this writing, we are beginning to 
see a lessening of some of the restrictions. However, even if we get back 
to “normal” (however that is going to be defined), I think we have to 
recognize that things will never be as they were.

In my opinion, these are some of the consequences for which we must 
brace ourselves and prepare ourselves to meet (some of the data was 
part of a speech delivered by Dr. Scott W. Atlas of Stanford University).

• Domestic and child abuse have skyrocketed due to the isolation 
and the loss of jobs. With children not attending school, there are 
potentially thousands upon thousands of abuse and neglect cases 
that have gone unreported (schools are commonly where this 
is first noticed and educators are the most likely to report these 
expected cases).

• The impact on children not being in school. I expect we are seeing 
poorer learning and I believe children are struggling with the social 
isolation. Indications are that suicidal ideation is on the uptick 
among our students.

• The impact on delayed or missed medical screenings, missed critical 
surgeries, delayed presentations of pediatric illnesses, heart attack 
and stroke patients too afraid to go to the hospital; all leading to 
unfortunate health impacts and life longevity.

• Beyond hospital care, the Centers for Disease Control has reported 
a four-fold increase in depression, a three-fold increase in anxiety 
symptoms, and a two-fold increase in suicidal ideation, particularly 
among young adults.

• The American Medical Association has echoed this with increased 
reports of drug overdoses and suicides.

• The National Bureau of Economic Research in a study it conducted 
has concluded that the unemployment shock due to lock-downs 
will generate a three percent increase in the mortality rate and a 
0.05 percent drop in life expectancy over the next fifteen years. 

SO, WE HAVE OUR WORK CUT out for us. The church and faith-
based ministries must be prepared and ready to respond to these 
increasing needs that are going to impact us for years to come. The 
government cannot solve these problems. At best, it can put on a band 
aid and may make people feel better for a while and think they are being 
helped.

However, people need hope and true hope is only 
found in the Good News. I am reminded of the song, 
“My hope is built on nothing less, than Jesus’ blood 
and righteousness.” We must put our hope and trust 
in Him and Him alone.

But, you ask, “What can I do to really make a 
difference?” I am glad you asked that question. Here 
are some opportunities for you to ponder:
1.   Pray and ask the Lord what He would have you 

do – and then do it.
2.   If you have not already, participate in our Stewards 

of Children training to better enable yourself to 
identify victims of abuse and to know what to do.

3.   Consider becoming a foster parent and providing a safe and loving 
home environment for a child in foster care.

4.   If you cannot serve as a foster parent, consider helping to financially 
support a foster home through our foster home sponsorship program.

5.   Pray and seek God’s direction as to perhaps His call on your life to 
serve Him as a missionary right here in Missouri by joining the MBCH 
team as a residential specialist.

6.   Invest in the lives of children, youth, and families by making a financial 
contribution to MBCH and consider doing that on a recurring basis.
For information on any of these, please reach out to us and we will 

be glad to answer your questions and provide additional information.

INCLUDED IN THIS ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER is our 2020 
Annual Report. I would encourage you to take a few minutes to review 
it and then rejoice with us for the many accomplishments that we 
experienced and for which you had a vital role as a ministry partner. 
It is sometimes easy to get caught up in the numbers and not actually 
consider that each one represents a life that is precious to our Lord. 
These are individuals made in the image of God for whom He loves and 
cares for deeply and have experienced some difficult challenges. Thank 
you for partnering with us in responding to their needs in accordance 
with Biblical instruction, such as is found in James 1:17.

AS ALWAYS, I THANK YOU FOR your faithfulness in praying for 
us and for your being a leader for children, youth and famlies in your 
home communities. It takes all of us joining hands together under the 
leadership and Lordship of our Savior to make a lasting difference 
in the lives of children, youth and famlies. And together, we are 
impacting the lives of many.

To God be all the honor and glory.
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Church Engagement/Women’s Ministry

Books on Church’s Response to Domestic Violence Available
WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE PUBLICATIONS of two highly anticipated new books by 

Dr. Char M. Newbold! These books are MUST haves for every leader!
Dr. Newbold is the author of “The Church’s Response to Domestic Violence” and “I’m Not That Woman Anymore 

Bible Study.” The Church’s Response addresses the following for pastors and leaders:
• Common myths about domestic violence
• Why abuse doesn’t always leave bruises
• Who abuses and who is abused
• The complexities of staying or leaving
• How to respond to disclosures of abuse
• Why abuse is not a marriage problem
• The dangers of couples counseling
Books may be ordered from bookstores or by contacting Dr. Newbold at newboldbeginnings@gmail.com. 

We are excited to announce that Laura Lacey Johnson, will be our Guest Speaker for the New 
Thing?! Women’s Conference. Laura is an inspiring conference speaker who lifts women’s hearts with 
the hope of God’s word. She is the author of several Bible studies including, Rise Above Uncertainty: 
A 30-Day Study of Acts and 10-Second Prayers to Transform Your Life: From the Parables of Jesus. A 
commissioned fellow for the Colson Center for Christian Worldview, Laura shares her practical 
messages on Christian radio stations and social media outlets. 

The Conference will include Praise and Worship segments provided by students from SBU, breakout 
class sessions with Women’s Ministry leaders from around the State, and will even include the Doug 
Gabriel Show as part of our time together. This will be a GREAT time of refreshing and renewal. 

We will have many exhibitors in the Exhibit Hall which will include Monarch Jewelry that supports 
the Human Trafficking Rescue Ministry for the Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. This is our highlighted 
Blessings Corner Ministry for 2021. 

Schedule
Thursday, October 7: 6 - 9 pm – Praise & Worship | Guest Speaker Laura Johnson and Wanda Shellenbarger 

Friday, October 8: 10 am – Noon | Doug Gabriel Show at the Baldknobbers Theatre 
2:30 – 5 pm | Praise &Worship and Breakout Sessions

Saturday, October 9: 9 am – Noon | Praise & Worship, Breakouts and final closing

Registration Fee: $45 per person and includes the Doug Gabriel Show. Registration opens soon.

Camden Hotel: Call 417.334.8404 and ask for MBCH Rate of $72 including breakfast and evening dessert.

Grab your girlfriends and make plans to join us for a great time in Branson in the Fall!

For more information contact Wanda Shellenbarger, Women’s Ministry Specialist/Church Engagement Catalyst 
by email at wanda.shellenbarger@mbch.org or call 417.529.0724. 

Fall Women’s Conference
October 7-9, 2021

Camden Hotel & Convention Center, Branson, MO
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Church Engagement

Connections Are Still Important
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

I REMEMBER BACK IN MARCH OF 2020 (has it 
only been a year?), when the pandemic was causing 
all sorts of changes in life as we knew it. One evening, 
my wife received a call from a member of our church 
staff, they were just checking on us and wanting to 
know if we had any needs or prayer requests.

The staff member said they had divided up the 
membership and were calling all church members. We 
really appreciated receiving that call, even though we 
didn’t have any pressing needs at the time of the call, it 
really meant a lot to have the church check in with us.

When the pandemic began causing shut downs 
and other major changes in our daily lives, many 
churches, like mine, were looking for ways to connect with people. Some 
churches began streaming their services on-line for the first time, they 
started creating ways to give on-line and many churches began to look 
for creative ways to serve people and connect with people. I remember 
seeing many churches get creative with how to have in-person services, 
like drive-through or parking lot services, and children’s ministry 
volunteers dropping off care packages to children who would later 
engage on-line.

Much of this creativity was born out of necessity, as churches were 
unable to have in-person services due to caution and county health 
department regulations. Even when areas across our state began opening 
back up, caution and restrictions were a part of the new reality of what 
church looked like. 

Many churches have now found that during the pandemic lots of 
people checked-out of regular church attendance, and though most of 
the state is back open with some level of caution, many of the people 
who checked-out have yet to check back-in. It appears that the habits, 
behavior patterns, and attitudes or choices of many people have changed.

OUR CHURCHES CANNOT JUST WAIT FOR things to go back 
to normal – because normal as we knew it before the pandemic has 
disappeared. What has not disappeared, however, is that people 
continue to have a real need for connection with other people. Right 
now churches have a great opportunity to focus on the power of 
relationships to provide the connections that people so desperately 
need, and to carry the light of the gospel into their communities.

The needs of hurting or at-risk people in your community did not 
diminish or go away during the pandemic. In fact, the opposite is true. 
The challenges of life just increased due to the pandemic. If you had 
hurting people in your church and community before the pandemic, 
you can be sure their struggles did not go away. It is more likely that 
life got even more challenging.

The MBCH Church Engagement team would love 
to visit with your church about strategies to focus on 
deeper connections with people in your church and 
community. You may want to consider joining with 
us in our Open Table project, where we train and 
equip laypeople to intentionally develop relationships 
with others in your church or community who are 
struggling with life challenges.

MBCH can assist your church with recruiting 
and training lay leaders who then work together 
with MBCH to recruit volunteers. MBCH provides 
15 hours of training to equip the lay volunteers with 
the knowledge and skills they need to intentionally 

develop supportive relationships by serving others.
You may have an older youth who will be aging out of foster care 

next year in your church or community. It would be amazing if 6 or 8 
adults could intentionally form friendships with this older youth and 
work together to ensure his or her success. You may have a woman 
in your community who has been at risk for human trafficking. Your 
church could provide a trained group of Godly women to invest in the 
life of this woman to ensure she is equipped to face whatever challenges 
life sends her way, and that she has Godly friendships moving forward. 

IF YOU HAVE INTEREST IN LEARNING more about how MBCH 
can help to equip your church to increase connection with people in 
your church and community, I would love to connect with you. Please 
contact David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist, at 417-380-1082 
or david.burch@mbch.org.

Mark Your Calendar!
SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021: We’re excited to bring a training event 

provided by the Church Engagement Team to the Poplar Bluff area 
sponsored by the Cane Creek-Stoddard Baptist Association by their 
Director of Missions, Jim Gentry. Stewards of Children, Domestic 
Violence/Abuse Training for Understanding and Response and Journey 
of Grief training opportunities will be offered. For more information, 
please contact Bro. Gentry at ccsbaoffice@gmail.com.

Bible Study Resources
WOMEN’S MINISTRY LEADERS! Did you know that we have all 

the LifeWay Women’s Bible Studies and even a few produced by other 
publishers, for loan? We even have a few for teens and men.

Contact Wanda.Shellenbarger@mbch.org for more information! 
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries

Foster Child “Whisperer” Making a Difference
By Ramona Conrad-Cooper, Vice President, MBCH Children and Family Ministries

MAY IS NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH which is a time 
to acknowledge the many children and youth in foster care and the 
family members, foster parents, volunteers, mentors, and child welfare 
professionals who help them find permanent homes and connections. 

Here is a story about a foster parent whose ministry was taking care 
of foster children and teens in her home:

SYLVIA NUTTING JUST HAD A WAY with foster children 
(especially teens) who others would say were just too tough to take care 
of. You could say that Sylvia was a “foster 
child whisperer.” Sylvia was a foster 
parent for many years in Goodman, 
Missouri, through Children’s Division. 
She eventually came to Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home to become a Treatment 
Foster Parent for us.

Sadly, Sylvia passed away last year 
after an illness. Some of our Joplin Office 
staff offer great testimony about Sylvia’s 
ministry:

• “Sylvia was an amazing woman of God who lived out His calling 
to care for children and love them unconditionally.”

• “She never gave notice on a kiddo even when they had 10+ 
previous placements and were tough to love. Sylvia never gave 
up on them.”

• “Sylvia never wanted to be ‘another failed placement’ for a 
child. Even if the child would easily have fit the criteria to be in 
a residential placement, she would take the child in her home 
and say, ‘I will give it a try.’ She was the most dedicated and 
selfless foster parent I have ever worked with.” 

• “Sometimes she would say ‘these kids are going to drive me 
crazy,’ but she loved them all. She always put the children’s 
needs above her own time and time again.”

• “A home at Sylvia’s became a coveted spot because of the depth 
of her understanding and love to some of the most traumatized 
foster kids.”

• “She was always so positive about the kids in her home, yet 
realistic as well. They could frustrate her, but she loved them all.”

• “Children who were blessed to have experienced placement 
in Sylvia’s home spoke of how she really listened to them. She 
would often have conversations late into the night with teens. 
She believed in them and helped them see their worth.” 

In Sylvia’s obituary, her family paid tribute to Sylvia’s foster care 
ministry by saying this, “She carried their stories, heartbreak and 
triumphs with her. She loved each of them as her own.” 

HERE AT MISSOURI BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME, we are 
looking for others like Sylvia to make a difference in the lives of children 
and teens who have experienced trauma due to abuse and neglect. Sylvia 
would never have said she was a perfect foster parent. If you notice in the 
staff tributes, Sylvia got frustrated sometimes.

Perfection is not a requirement to be a good foster parent. God 
may be speaking to you and nudging you to consider the foster parent 
ministry. You won’t be alone. We will provide training and support for 
you as you care for children/teens in your home.

If you are interested, please call 1-800-264-6224 to say that you 
want to learn more about how to become a foster parent. Who knows, 
you may be the next “foster child whisperer” that God wants to use!

Missions/Ministry Opportunities 
at MBCH

You don’t have to work in a church or go to a distant 
“mission field” to be actively involved in ministry and 
missions. You can impact the lives of children, youth and 
families with the Gospel right here in Missouri. Every day, 
MBCH “missionaries” are making a lasting difference in lives by 
serving “the least of these.”

Because of a lack of staff, MBCH Children and Family 
Ministries has been forced to close one of our Therapeutic 
Group Homes. That reduces the number of children who will 
hear about the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

If you would like to learn more about becoming an MBCH 
Missionary, call 800-264-6224 and ask for Human Resources.

Pastor’s Family Making a Difference
For the last several years our residents at the Hutchens campus have 

been attending a Baptist church in Mt. Vernon. Recently, one of our 
clients was placed in a foster home as a direct result of our relationship 
with the church. Brian was placed in our care last year and started 
attending church with his peers and staff. Over the course of the year, 
he established a relationship with the youth pastor and his wife.

This couple became interested in becoming Brian’s foster parents 
and completed the necessary tasks to become a licensed foster home. As 
a result, Brian was able to be placed in their home. We are thrilled that 
Brian was able to remain in the community and continue attending the 
same church and school without disruption. What a blessing for Brian!

 We are so thankful that the youth pastor and his wife saw the need 
and stepped up to the plate of taking this young man into their home. 
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Joy Can Coexist with Grief
Written By: MBCH Foster Parents, Cortney and Austin, along with 
Caroline Bailey, M.S., Family Resource Development Supervisor

IN MARCH WE EXPERIENCED OUR 
FIRST reunification process as foster parents. 
We had two girls ages 6 and 2 for a total of 
thirteen months, and a few weeks ago they 
went back home to their bio parents. 

Let me tell you, as much as I thought I was 
prepared for this change, I wasn’t. The grief 
hit weeks before they actually went home and 
has lingered since. 

The miracle? Amongst the grief and pain, 
there has been relief and joy. This is hard to 
articulate but it’s true. We have been blessed 
to witness this family reunite. My heart swells 
when I imagine how their mom must feel being 
able to have them tucked in bed, under their 
roof each night. Their parents have grown 
over the past year and I believe they will do 
what’s best for their girls moving forward. 
I also trust that God knows more than my 

own earthly worries. I am relieved to know they have a permanency plan. These sweet 
children deserve that stability and there is no better place than with their parents. They 
are whole again, and can now work on healing. Relief can coexist with grief. I promise. 

On days when I feel the loss deeply, I think of all the joy this experience has brought 
me. We watched the girls grow and change over the last year. They taught us a million 
precious lessons about life that we may have never learned if it weren’t for this experience. 
They were our first children and will ALWAYS be a part of our family. Joy can coexist 
with grief. I promise. 

Their mother keeps in touch with pictures and phone calls. They’ve come to the house 
and spent time with us. We are grateful for her continued effort to ensure we remain close 
with them. 

Reunification can often times be associated with dread as foster parents. That dread is 
a valid response to the loss that one experiences when children they love must move on. 
I just feel it’s important that we also recognize the beauty of the service we’ve provided, 
and the beauty of witnessing a family heal.

Shortly after their foster daughters were reunified, Cortney and Austin welcomed their 
baby girl, June. Soon, their former foster daughters and family visited with Cortney, Austin 
and June as they were excited to meet her. To be able to share together in the welcoming 
of a precious baby was so special and shows the importance of lovingly supporting the 
reunification process. 

THANK YOU TO OUR MBCH FOSTER parents who continue to share in the joy, grief 
and lessons that foster parenting brings. Families can heal. What a blessing it is to know 
this.

If you want to be a part of helping families heal, please contact us to learn more about 
how to be a foster parent through MBCH Children and Family Ministries.

MBCH Children & Family Ministries

What is Behind the 
Piles of Files?
By: Jennifer Garland, MSW, LCSW, 
Lead Supervisor-Southeast Missouri 
KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE IS A SHARED 
goal among all those involved with the child 
welfare system. There are many levels of 
documentation needed to ensure everyone is 
safe and accountability is present.

The most private and detailed information 
about each family is contained in files. The 
paperwork and file aspects can be overwhelming 
to both the families completing them and the 
staff responsible for maintaining them. Full 
file cabinets, busy staff, lots of folders, paper 
clips, and pieces of paper – what do these things 
represent? 

Each file represents a family that is making 
sacrifices to meet the needs of a child that could 
not need them more. Trauma, abuse, neglect, 
disruption and immense pain is reflected in 
these documents. The stories of emotional safety, 
physical safety, broken homes and broken hearts 
are told in these files. New beginnings, healing 
hearts and building homes are also reflected.

When dealing with the pile of files, it is 
vital to remember the hearts, homes, faces and 
opportunity they represent. Each one is an 
opportunity to respond to the needs of children, 
youth, and families to make a lasting difference 
in their lives. None of these encounters is an 
accident, yet the handiwork of God to fulfill a 
larger purpose.
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries

Is God Calling YOU to Be a Difference Maker?
“Perhaps this is the moment for which you have been created.” Esther 4:14

By: Jennifer Garland, MSW, LCSW, Lead Supervisor-Southeast Missouri 
IMAGINE A YOUNG CHILD, STILL LEARNING the ways of 
the world, eager to explore, develop and grow when something 
happens that leaves the child moving to a new location. Maybe with a 
grandparent, aunt, uncle, teacher or acquaintance. Maybe there are no 
family members available and the child must go with someone who is 
unknown to them.

The confusion, sadness, hurt and feelings that follow would be 
challenging for anyone with any level of life experience to fully grasp 
or understand. This is just the aftermath of whatever the event was 
that lead them to being removed from their home in the first place. 

As a result of all the situations present, the child needs a safe place 
to stay. Sometimes that can be a relative and sometimes an unrelated 
foster family may be needed. This calling is not for everyone. Loving 
a child that is not yours as if they are can be a big ask. Giving your 
whole heart to someone who may only be in your life for a season, is 
something that is only possible with the grace of God. It does require 
loving much like Jesus does.

Children enter into the foster system as a result of abuse or neglect. 
The most vulnerable in our population have experienced a hurt that 
is unimaginable to many.

Perhaps these special and giving people were created for a moment 
such as this. Working in the foster system means late nights, hearing 
unspeakable accounts of abuse, neglect and trauma as a part of day-to-
day work. Paperwork, consents, court orders, court reports, progress 
notes and treatment plans are all a part of the job. Staff take on these 
positions, eager to make a difference in the life of even one child. Each 
day promises to be different than the day before, there are no two days 
alike in this field. Perhaps these special and giving people were created 
for a moment such as this.

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO BE a part of this team? Are you 
someone who is being called to open your home and heart to children 
in need? Are you able to contribute as a respite provider to provide a 
much needed break to these families? Even if neither is true, can you 
pray for the children, families and staff involved in these situations? 
Please consider what God may have created you to do in this moment, 
you will be quite surprised how blessed you will be when living in the 
moment you were created for.

For more information about becoming a foster parent, please call 
800-264-6224.

Making A Lasting Difference
The following account comes from one of our nurses:

Today one of our boys was brought to my office by one of the 
Residential Specialists for a nursing assessment. He looked very tired, 
so I asked him if he was sleeping. He said he hadn’t slept well last night 
due to “thinking about the past”, and “what a mess” his family was in. 
He dejectedly said, “But I know no one can help me with that.”

I told him God could help him. I explained that all families have 
issues and all people have made mistakes in their past that they can’t 
change. I then told him God provided a way for us to have a new life 
and a fresh start. I explained the plan of salvation and asked him if he 
would like to have a relationship with Jesus. With tears in his eyes, he 
responded, “Yes, let’s go for it.”

The Residential Specialist, the boy and I all cried tears of joy as 
he repeated a prayer of faith with me. We asked God to remove the 
temptations of turning to alcohol, tobacco, drugs and sex for comfort, 
and to instead turn to God for strength. I then prayed over him, asking 
God to keep him. After prayer, we discussed going to church and reading 
his Bible to learn more about Jesus.

I encouraged him to tell at least three people about his decision that 
day. He said he would. Within minutes I heard from another Residential 
Specialist that he had shared his decision with them. I sent an email to 
his staff letting them know of his new walk with Christ, so they could 
also encourage him. I can’t wait to see what God is going to do in this 
young man’s life. Please keep him in your prayers.”

Perfection Not Required
HOPE IS A TEENAGER WHO HAS been in foster care for four years 
due to several unsuccessful placements. Her biological family struggled 
and were not able to follow through with the service plan to resolve the 
safety concerns that brought Hope into care.

Hope worked extremely hard in her first placements trying to fit 
in and belong, but struggled with how different these families were 
from her biological family. Hope was eventually placed with a friend’s 
family. She saw this family as people who understood where she came 
from and accepted her exactly how she was. Hope’s adoptive family has 
a history that helps them understand why she was very stressed when 
the adoption date was coming up. They don’t give up on her when she is 
dysregulated and is not following the rules. Hope feels like she belongs 
and feels loved by her new adoptive family. 

You or your family may have gone through hard times that may 
have perfectly prepared you for fostering children who have also gone 
through hard times. Your family does not have to be perfect to be able 
to help heal children who are in foster care. God prepares us for the 
work He calls us to.

Is He calling you to foster children? For more information on 
becoming a foster parent call 800-264-6224.



They come to us hurting, broken, confused, 

hopeless, frightened and anxious. We offer them hope, 

healing and restoration. We cannot provide those things 

through our own efforts. They come from being loved 

and cared for and being introduced to Jesus Christ.

There are thousands of children, youth and 

families all around us who need to know that God sees 

them as acceptable, valuable, forgivable, lovable and 

capable. As we work together, we are helping them move 

beyond their past and learn they have a bright future.

This Annual Report of Missouri Baptist Children’s 

Home and its affiliates demonstrates some of the impact 

we are having on the lives of children, youth and families.  

The statistics can look impressive but they are inadequate 

to convey the difference we are making in the lives 

represented by the numbers. We invite you to visit our 

website (mbch.org) to read stories of changed lives we 

have been privileged to touch.  



2020 Statistical Report 
MBCH Children & Family Ministries



2020 Statistical Report 
The LIGHT House



l Therapeutic Group Homes: (Residential care for males and females ages 6-21 with moderate to severe behavioral and 
emotional needs.)

l Family Resource Development: (Recruitment, training and preparation for foster and relative families to become licensed and 
to care for children in their homes. Provides support after licensure.)

l Treatment Family Care: (Intensively trained treatment foster parents for youth with moderate to severe behavioral and 
emotional needs.)

l Family Foster Care: (Case management services for children and youth in state custody and their families to work toward safe 
and permanent environments.)

l Transitional Living: (Group homes and apartment living for youth ages 16-21 to prepare for independence.)

l Developmentally Disabled Adults Group Homes: (Group living for developmentally disabled adults.)

l Pregnancy Services: (On-campus and in-home services for minors and adults.)

l Human Trafficking Rescue: (Group homes for minor girls and adult women who are survivors of sex trafficking.)

l Counseling Services: (Counseling for individuals, couples and families – in person at the Bridgeton Counseling Center and on-
line via teletherapy.)

l Church Engagement: (Support and resources to promote effective ministry to children, youth and families in local 
communities. State-wide services through offices in Springfield, Joplin and Bridgeton.)

Ministry Locations

Kansas City

Joplin
Springfield

Central 
Missouri

St. Louis

Peculiar

Mt. Vernon

Southeast 
Missouri
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The following children will be celebrating their 
birthdays in the next few months. Will you please pray 

for our children on their birthday?

Ashton ......................................... May 3
Alexys .......................................... May 5
Jeremiah ...................................... May 5
Luciana ........................................ May 5
Benjamin ..................................... May 9
Damien ...................................... May 15
Abigail ....................................... May 16
Kobe ........................................... May 19
Iyshum ....................................... May 20
Rosa ........................................... May 23
Alexis ......................................... May 23
Jeffrey ........................................ May 28
Da’Zhane .................................... May 28
Jaee ..............................................June 7
Mikey ...........................................June 7
Jadyn ...........................................June 7
Victor .........................................June 11
Drazen ........................................June 11
Clarence .....................................June 12
Asia ............................................June 12
Hor’ria ........................................June 14
Kevin ..........................................June 14
Tyree ..........................................June 18
Rhiannon ...................................June 20
Chance  ......................................June 21
Myranda.....................................June 21
Tanisha .......................................June 24
Brittany ......................................June 26
Shyrianna ...................................June 27
Kathleen ....................................June 28
Madison .....................................June 29
Bryana .......................................June 29
Linda ..........................................June 29
Madison .....................................June 29
Brandi ........................................June 30
Denise ........................................... July 1
Denise ........................................... July 1
Evelyn ........................................... July 3
Destiny .......................................... July 3
Leah .............................................. July 3
Shanna .......................................... July 4
Hayley ........................................... July 6

Hannah ......................................... July 7
Ieeshia .......................................... July 7
Diondra ......................................... July 7
christie .......................................... July 8
Ikina .............................................. July 9
Elyjah ............................................ July 9
Amy ............................................ July 10
Noah ........................................... July 15
Noah ........................................... July 15
Jamichael .................................... July 16
Jasmine ....................................... July 16
Jesson ......................................... July 19
Bradley ........................................ July 20
Robert ......................................... July 23
Kaia ............................................. July 23
Amanda ...................................... July 24
Alexander .................................... July 26
Janiece ........................................ July 28
Angelisa ...................................... July 29
Heavenle ..................................... July 30
Zora .......................................... August 4
Inez .......................................... August 4
Dawnisha ................................. August 5
Aniyah ...................................... August 7
Taylor ....................................... August 8
Joy ........................................... August 9
Breanna ................................. August 10
Dawn ..................................... August 10
Steven .................................... August 15
Lukas ...................................... August 16
Kelby ...................................... August 16
Ejya ........................................ August 18
LaÑiaa .................................... August 18
Liberty ................................... August 19
Lisa ........................................ August 20
India ....................................... August 20
India ....................................... August 20
Mellonie ................................. August 22
Austin .................................... August 22
Jada ....................................... August 23
Kesha ....................................... August 4
Patricia ................................... August 30

MBCH Children and Family Ministries is looking 
for a few good therapists willing to work with 

children in state custody and fostering families 
on a “fee for service” basis. This will include 
providing therapy via telehealth, in-home, 

and in-office.
Please call Kathy L. Woods, LPC for more 

information at 314-739-6811 or email her at 
kathy.woods@mbch.org.
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The LIGHT House

Residential Maternity Care

Parenting Skills

Community Outreach 
Program

Licensed Adoption Agency

24/7 Hope Line 
816-916-4434

www.lighthousekc.org

816-361-2233

Outreach In Person Classes Set to Resume!
After a year of significantly adjusted services, we are excited to resume our in-person parenting Outreach 

classes this summer! Starting in June we will begin offering classes twice a month while continuing to 
provide a supply distribution once a month. Our goal is to have our childcare program, with COVID safety 
protocols in place running by September.

If you or someone you know in the KC area is interested in volunteering in childcare on Tuesday evenings, 
please contact Andrea McAdam at andream.lighthouse@mbch.org for more information! 

Additionally, we’re grateful to report that we once again are in partnership with a local nonprofit 
organization called Happy Bottoms, which helps with diaper distribution in our area. This partnership will 
allow us to serve additional families within the Kansas City community by meeting the immediate need for 
diapers! Through the many modifications we have had to make due to the pandemic, we’re so grateful for the 
ways our community has rallied around us to help meet the needs of our families during this challenging time.

Ways to Help as Full Services Resume!
• Spread the word of our childcare needs! Volunteer one or two Tuesday evening(s) per month!
• Organize a Diaper Drive at your church or community group! Pick a month, collect items & set up a 

time to drop off. Contact Julie Karanja at juliek.lighthouse@mbch.org for more information!
• Help us have the Boutique fully stocked as our parents return to “shop” in the Boutique for the first 

time in more than a year! 

What’s Happening at The LIGHT House?
By Kathy Bryant, Nurse

In our residential maternity home, teaching and learning are always taking place. One of the most 
delightful classes our young ladies participate in is “My Baby’s First Teacher” where they learn the significance 
of a mother’s role as a nurturing teacher in the life of her child. We recently started this series of classes and 
would like to share some of the greatest takeaways.

“My Baby’s First Teacher” is a class that takes place over 
the course of eight weeks and is designed to instill in mothers 
the importance of their role as the primary caregiver and 
teacher with their babies. During each class session a gift 
that reinforces the principles taught is presented to our 
young mothers.

In the first session, one of the topics of discussion was 
nurturing. We discussed the definition of nurturing and what 
it means to be a nurturing mom. After a wonderful exchange 
of thoughts and ideas – resulting in a renewed excitement 
about definite actions that could take place in preparation of caring for their newborns – each mom was 
given a decorative picture frame. They were taken to a beautiful park for maternity photos and were able 
to choose a favorite photo of themselves during this time in their pregnancy to frame. This would serve to 
remind them of their position as a soon- to- be mother to their precious unborn child. 

In our second session, we discussed building a healthy brain in our newborns. Our young moms learned 
that their child will be born with billions of neurons and that by loving, nurturing, caring for and providing 
opportunities for learning, synapses between the neurons are made, connecting them to create a strong 
healthy brain for all future learning. The importance of lots of eye contact, talking, singing, and reading to 
their babies was taught. They received books and flash cards to use as they teach their children. 

In the upcoming weeks our moms will learn about the importance of tummy time, how babies take in 
information through their five senses, how to stimulate oral motor development, how to utilize infant massage 
techniques, and the rich value of loving and caring touch. They will receive sensory blankets, teething toys, 
infant mirrors, cause and effect toys, baby carriers, and quality diaper bags. 

What a joy and privilege it is to participate in guiding and teaching our young mothers!

Urgent Needs for 
The LIGHT House 
New pack-n-play with 

basinette 

Exersaucer

Bouncer

Baby wipes 

Baby wash & lotion 

Toddler socks 

Hygiene items for moms/
family – toothpaste/
brush, lotion, shampoo/
conditioner, ethnic hair 
care products 
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However, there was a slight turn of events. One of The LIGHT 
House staff left with one of the residents for an outing that morning. 
They had to return minutes later due to the smell of gasoline and 
a check engine message that came on the control panel of the car. 
Two of the LOVE KC volunteers looked at the car that staff had to 
bring back to the maternity home and noticed the top fuel line 
was leaking. They warned staff not to start or drive the car as it 
could cause a potential fire or explosion. Our staff who is in charge 
of vehicle maintenance would have probably tried to drive the car 
to a repair shop if these men had not found the problem, which 
could have been very dangerous.

The LIGHT House

Each spring, Abundant Life 
Church organizes a day to serve 
the Kansas City community. They 
call it LOVE KC day, and The LIGHT 
House has been fortunate to have 
a volunteer group complete service 
projects the past several years. This 
year, we had a group of 22 volunteers 
come on April 17th to complete 

several projects around the residential maternity home. Together, 
they put in a total of 110 man-hours of physical labor! We are so 
grateful for the work they have done! The group worked very hard 
and did a very thorough job. 

The LIGHT House Case Manager helped to facilitate the 
projects this year, and she was able to share about The LIGHT 
House ministries with the whole group. We also treated them to 
our favorite local pizza from Waldo Pizza and  provided them with 
lots of drinks and snacks to have throughout the day. 

In addition to the projects pictured, Abundant Life Church also 
completed the following:

• Applied deck sealer to the outside side steps
• Deep cleaned basement supply/laundry room, all bathrooms, 

basement kitchenette and conference area
• Painted the basement supply/laundry room & organized 

all supplies
• Cleaned front porch area including rug and seat cushions
• Cleaned windows on the inside
• Cleaned 2nd floor laundry room
• Installed blinds in a client bedroom

Overall, we are incredibly thankful for the service this church provides to, not only The LIGHT House, 
but also to the entire Kansas City community. Thank you, Abundant Life Church.

Sanded and 
stained the 
outside of the 
front door. 
(Before and After)

Cleaned up area around the 
stone retaining wall in the 
back of the house, picked up 
leaves, removed vines, etc. 
(Before and After)

Cleaned and 
painted the 
basement stairs 
& repaired the 
landing. (Before 
and After)
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Want to Make a Difference? Want a Better Rate than a CD?
By James Morrow, Vice President, MBCH Foundation

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri: Joe Nogalski, 816-317-4430

East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 314-327-4121

Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906

Southeast/Central Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 573-241-1113

(Foundation Services Manager)
Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Advancement Assistant)
Cindy Roberts (Bridgeton), 800-264-6224

Support

AT MBCH FOUNDATION OUR STAFF BELIEVES 
that God changes lives through the Gospel. The means 
through which this change comes is the hands and feet 
of Missouri missionaries that are committed at various 
levels of Kingdom work throughout our state; which, 
in the Missouri Baptist sphere of influence includes the 
local church, and various Missouri Baptist ministries 
across our state. The reality is that all of this ministry 
requires faithful and generous financial support.

There are many ways to support the ministries 
of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home (MBCH) and 
The LIGHT House, but one I want to share with you 
is called a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA). A CGA is 
like a traditional annuity in that it pays a consistent income stream to 
the donor based on the age of the donor/s, the number of lives included 
and the amount of principle invested. The one difference is that in the 
end the principal that helps to generate the income goes to fund life 
changing Gospel work.

PERHAPS YOU HAVE CONSIDERED BLESSING MBCH or The 
LIGHT House through your estate for a certain percentage, and you 
have a CD or multiple CDs reaching maturity in the not too distant 
future. Rather than reinvesting in another CD for which the rates are 
minimal, maybe it would make better sense to invest in Kingdom work. 
Your payout can begin the month after you fund the CGA. Your payout 
is guaranteed for the remainder of your life. Your rate could be anywhere 
from 3-7% depending on your age and whether or not the CGA is for 
one or two lives. Finally, you have the peace of mind in knowing that 
you have established a legacy of Kingdom giving for your children and 
grandchildren. 

As an example, James and Danielle Smith are 
72 and 70 years of age respectively. They invest 
$10,000 into Kingdom work through a two-life 
annual CGA. They fund the CGA with cash from 
a CD that reached maturity. Below are the basic 
benefits they would receive from that gift annuity 
until the death of the survivor spouse:

1. Charitable Deduction: $3,204.82
2. CGA Rate: 4.2%
3.  Annual Payout: $420 (of which $351.96 is tax 

free for 21.5 years)
*  This information is based on April 2021 rates 

and may be subject to change.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN MAKING a gift to MBCH or The 
LIGHT House through a CGA please contact your local MBCH 
Foundation Regional Representative. Your Regional Representative will 
be more than happy to work with you to get you a detailed illustration 
and to complete the gift. 

As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in 
and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least 
of these”!

Online Donations
If you would like to make a donation to care for hurting children with 

your credit or debit card, simply visit www.mbch.org and click the “Donate” 
button on any page to go to the on-line donation page.

If you have questions or problems with on-line contributions to 
MBCH, please call 1-800-264-6224 and ask for John Jost. John can help 
you with your web based giving.
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News About the 2021 Strawberry Festival
You may have heard that we made the decision to cancel Strawberry Festival this year due to on-going 

COVID-19 restrictions and concerns. However, children still need to be cared for, so we will be hosting 
a virtual quilt and craft auction online. The auction will be live for one week between June 19th and 
June 25th.

You register to become a bidder by going to https://mbch.cbo.io. You’ll need to enter your name, 
address, cell phone number and email. In order to bid, you simply click the button below the picture of 
the item that you want to bid on. It will give you a few options. You can view more information about 
the item. You can click “Fast Bid,” and it will enter a bid for the next lowest bid. Or you can select “Max 
Bid.” With “Max Bid,” you can select the highest amount that you are willing to pay for an item and the 
system will automatically bid the next lowest bid until you’ve reached your maximum. 

You will receive emails and texts letting you know if you have been outbid and if you have won the 
item. If you win a bid, you’ll be prompted to enter a credit card or you can call 800-264-6224 and either 
Cindy or Trisha can help you with alternate payment options.

We used this web site for the Branson Stars virtual auction and we thought it was easy and fun. We 
hope you will give it a try! As we have more information, we will post it on our web page and on Facebook.

If you have an item to donate for our auction, please drop it off at 11300 St Charles Rock Rd, Bridgeton, 
MO 63044 by May 28th.

Giving Feels as Good as Receiving! 
By Jeff Hicks, Regional Representative, MBCH Foundation
WITH 2020 IN THE REAR-VIEW 
MIRROR, MBCH is grateful to our 
faithful supporters. With the many 
social changes occurring due to 
COVID, MBCH remained a source of 
strength and hope to the children and 
families we serve. 

There are still those who ask, why 
give to MBCH? When you choose to 
give to MBCH, you may not realize 
that donating does more than help 
our ministry. There are many personal 
benefits to donating to the cause of 
children, youth, and families. Whether your passion is children in 
foster care/adoption through MBCH Children and Family Ministries, 
protecting the unborn through our pregnancy services, providing a safe 
place for those rescued from human sex trafficking or those adults with 
developmental disabilities, we need your prayers and support every day. 
However, giving can feel just as good as receiving!

Why do people donate to MBCH? Check out our list of reasons below:
There are financial benefits when you donate to MBCH.

DID YOU KNOW THAT DONATING TO MBCH can save you 
money come tax time? When you donate, you will receive a tax receipt 
for your donation. For designated donations, you can receive tax credits 
in most cases for 50% or more. Plus, you also save on capital gains tax 

when you donate securities directly. This ensures more dollars are going 
to helping others because you will be able to give more to MBCH. 

1. You teach kids the importance of giving.
Teaching children to care about others is an important life lesson. 

When children watch you give, they will grow up knowing that giving 
back is the right thing to do and follow in your footsteps. So, donating 
to charity also helps you be a good role model for your kids. 

2. Giving promotes feelings of happiness.
Helping others feels good. When you donate to MBCH, you not 

only help us continue our vital work, but you are also improving your 
emotional wellbeing, a win-win situation!

3. Donating allows you to show gratitude.
Life is busy, and it can sometimes be easy to forget to show your 

gratitude for all that you have been given. The Bible says, “God loves 
a cheerful giver.” The act of giving to MBCH is a way to express our 
feelings of gratitude. Inspire others to give by posting your kind acts 
on social media to inspire others to give generously.

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR THE many families, churches, and 
organizations who help bear the load of providing hope and restoration 
to children, youth, and families. Reach out to us today to learn the many 
ways you can give to MBCH! Call your Regional Representative for a 
personal and confidential conversation on how to leave a legacy through 
giving to MBCH! You can make a difference in the lives of children, 
youth, and families.
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Memorials and Honorariums

Memorials
Anderson, Amy by Marcia Beckett 

(Columbia); Mr. and Mrs. Jerry P. 
Anderson (Holts Summit); Robert and 
Shirley Scott (Independence); Patrick 
and Penny Murphy (Jefferson City); 
Littleby Baptist Church (Laddonia); 
Berry and Jo Ann Azdell, Louis and Mary 
Jane Smithey (Mexico); Dry Fork Baptist 
Church (New Bloomfield); Mr. and Mrs. 
Joey Glenn (Nixa)

Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles & 
Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)

Black, Clifford P. and Ruby M. by their 
son, Mr. and Mrs. Clifford P. Black, Jr. 
(St. Joseph)

Brown, Kenneth by Charles and Mary Ann 
Brown (Louisiana)

Brown, Marie by Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Ouzts 
(Palmer)

Butler, Joanne by New Hope Baptist 
Church (Holden)

Call, Barbara by Bruce Murphy (Gladstone)
Catlett, Estella by Mr. and Mrs. Dede 

Rymer (Van Buren)
Couch, Mary Irene by Joyce Havens 

(Scottsdale)
Crain, Tom and Dian by Mr. and Mrs. Kyle 

Ouzts (Palmer)
Croft, Janet by William and Cececlia 

Stutz (Bradenton); Jodi Mothersbaugh, 
Zoe and Bruce Cooper (Festus); Lebron 
and Helen Holbrook (Fredericktown); 
Carlene Croft and Carol Proffitt (Mesa); 
Dave and Sandy Larsen (Orwell); Pam 
Manuel Pacific)

Drake, Don by Jana Thomason (Edmond)
Dunn, Jim by Marcia Dunn (Farmington)
Edmondson, Jimmie by First Baptist 

Church (Sikeston)
Ellason, Dorothy by Robert and Lynne 

Horsfield (Glendale); Diane Milburn, 
Patricia Azar (St. Louis)

Ford, Dorothy by her daughter, Connie 
Harrington (Nevada)

French, Charles Eugene by Jerry and 
Melodee Brady (Garden City); Gina 
Musick (Olathe); Connie Stark, Franklin 
Stark, Richard Scholtens (Raymore)

Gross, Bessie by Randy and Patricia 
Adolph (Webster Groves)

Hassien, Sandy by Freddie and Donna 
Wilson (Bowling Green); Leanna and 
Gayle Leake (Brookfield); Danny and 
Karen Lewis (Curryville); Emily Davies 
(Dawn);  Donna Leick (Hannibal); 
West Central Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. (Higginsville); Georgia Cookie 

Garrett (Jonesburg); James and Lisa 
Cox (Mexico); Mr. and Mrs. Stan Franke 
(Novelty); Ralph and Rhea Williams 
(Perry); Mr. and Mrs. Ross Adams 
(Pfafftown); Travis and Amy Miller 
( Thompson) ;  Boyce and Barbara 
Branstetter, Craig and Jeannie George, 
Danny and Anne Barnes, Kenneth and 
Lynda Thurman, Kurt and Amy Childs, 
Rex and Deborah Moore, Ronald and 
Karen Morris, Rusty and Jill Strother 
(Vandalia)

Hosfield, Nathan by Danny and Janie 
Hartwell (Nixa)

Houston, Francis “Ed” by Bill and 
Barbara Berg,  Vic tor y Southern 
Baptist Church (Exeter); Gus Wagner 
(Jefferson City); Brent Boyce, James 
and Denise Holdman, Sho-Me-Power 
Electric Cooperative, Webster Electric 
Cooperative (Marshfield); Russell and 
Eleanor Bishop (Seligman); Gerald 
and Susan Klassen (Shell Knob); Toth & 
Associates, William Burk (Springfield); 
Andereck,  Evans,  Lewis,  Figg & 
Battagler, LLC (Trenton); James and Lora 
Ashworth (Urbana); Howell-Oregon 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. (West Plains); 
Mike and Patti Bishop (Willard)

Jenkins, Oscar S. and Elizabeth A. by 
Summit Woods Baptist Church (Lee’s 
Summit)

Johnson, Fern by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Jones, Larry E. by Carolyn Morrow-
Thompson, Danny and Pamela Dean, 
John and Bonnie Davis (Ash Grove); 
Robert and Mary Thompson (Bois D’Arc); 
Mary Keith (Brookline); Charles and 
Karen Perkins (Carthage); James and 
Mariann Carrier (Monett); Craig and 
Holly Tabor (Nixa); Austin & Madi Jones 
(Ozark); Bradley and Glori Anne Hedrick 
(Springfield); Bradley and Stephanie 
Dean (Walnut Grove)

Klingenberg, Robert by Jason and Janet 
Ford (Jefferson City)

LaVanchy, Wayne by Glen LaVanchy 
(Frederick); Allen & Penny Gilmore 
(O’Fallon); Steve & Denise Rathbun (St. 
Charles); Heather & Jim Nadenbush 
(St. Louis)

Lipper, Glenna B. by Pampered Chef 
(Addison); Roy and Marsha Boatman 
(A l e x a n d r i a ) ;  Pa u l  a n d  D o n n a 
Hedgepeth (Fort Madison); Fred and 
Julie Clapp, Scotland County Care Center 
(Memphis); Russ and Shirley Martin (St. 
Charles); First Baptist Church, Gloria 
Hodges, many family and friends, 
Mark and Candy Humes, Sheila Humes 
(Wyaconda)

Little, Betty by Mr. and Mrs. William 
Ronan (St. Charles)

Martin, Brian by Mrs. Bette Kennedy 
(Branson);  Mr. and Mrs. Willis J. 
Plute (Coffeyville); Missouri Baptist 
Foundation (Jefferson City); Dr. and Mrs. 
Rodney Harrison (Lawson)

McCarver, Jimmie by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Miller, Albert H. by Nancy L. Frei 
(Wentzville)

Norfolk, G. Dale by John and Marilyn 
Dameron (Platte Woods)

O’Hara, Alma G. by James and Elvera 
Swafford (Ozark)

Parker, Anita by Kelly and Chris Heuertz 
(Orlando)

Payne, Rev. Gary D. by Betty S. Anderson 
(Troutman)

Pendergraft, George by Hart Baptist 
Church, Hart Baptist Church (Seneca)

Penny by Larry and Susie Sees (LaPlata)
Ponder, Bill by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)
Robinson, John Heyward by Robert 

and Nancy Maydole (Davidson); James 
and Kathleen Talkingon (Fort Collins); 
Michael and Patricia Finan (Port Austin); 
Lloyd and Ima Sheffield (Russellville); 
Rex and Kristy Reed (St. Louis); John and 
Jane Preuss and Leslie & Frank Cather 
(St. Peters); Eloise Reynolds (Sumter); 
Ben Reynolds and Family, Dan and Barb 
Baravik, Ray and Etta Sezepanski, Vonna 
Sheffield (Winfield)

Roettger, Alvira by Charles and Linda 
Roethlisberger (Elsberry)

Ryan, Reba by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Scarborough, Amy Michelle by Mr. and 
Mrs. Steve H. Scarborough (Oak Grove)

Shook, Bill and Ruth by Loree Cox 
(Newton)

Skaggs, Neil by Ladies Sunday School 
Class of FBC Willow Springs (Willow 
Springs)

Smith, Judy by James and Susan Joplin 
(Marshfield); Jeff and Jaquetta Noakes 
(Salem)

Snider, Rosalie by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Speer, Mrs. Micki by Second Baptist 
Church (Poplar Bluff)

Stone, Carol Jane by Monna Mott 
(Winfield)

Sutton, Tom by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Swadley, Rev. Paul by Gary and Marleen 
Brown (Richland); Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
L. Mahaffey (Springfield); Russ and 
Shirley Martin (St. Charles)

Van Hoye, Carole June Smith by Melinda 
Stevens, Karen Smith, Lenny Smith and 
Alicia Watkins (Annapolis)

Walker, Margaret by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Ward, Mrs. Wanda by Second Baptist 
Church (Poplar Bluff)

W a t e r s ,  R u b y  b y  J e a n  O ve r b a y 
(Independence)

Watson, Dorotha Belle by Charles and 
Linda Roethlisberger (Elsberry)

White, Donna by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Whitener, Ben by Kay Whitener (Festus)
Woods, Norman Stanley by Judith 

A. Barnes, Tim and Linda Layton 
(Charleston); First Baptist Church, 
Koinonia Sunday School Class of FBC 
Sikeston (Sikeston)

Wyper, Christine by Mr. and Mrs. William 
Ronan (St. Charles)

Honorariams
Black, Shirley A. by Mr. and Mrs. Clifford 

P. Black, Jr. (St. Joseph)
Copelin, Larry by P.E.P. of Macedonia 

Baptist Church (Springfield)
Farrar, Carolyn by Gary Farrar for the many 

ways she serves others (Rogersville)
Johnson, Scott D. by his aunt, Mary Ann 

Ahlgren (Northbrook)
Merrell, Beaulah by Tom Merrell (Spring)
Nelson, Jim and Sharon by Mrs. Josie K. 

McLaughlin (Kansas City)
Peoples, Cara by Janice L. Plummer 

(Camden)
Pitts, Sharon by P.E.P. of Macedonia 

Baptist Church (Springfield)
Vitale, Jake by his parents, John and Lisa 

Vitale (St. Louis)
White, Edward F. by Mr. and Mrs. James 

E. White (Bridgeton)
Woods, Kathy by Dwight and Mary 

Singleton (Florissant)
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Getting Excess Mail?
If you are receiving duplicate 

mailings, mailings for people who 
no longer live at your address or 
mailings for deceased individuals, 
please contact us so we can correct 
our database. To report information 
which needs to be updated/corrected, 
please cut-out and return this form or 
call 800-264-6224. 

You can also make changes on-
line by going to www.mbch.org and 
clicking on “Mailing Preferences” under 
the “Get Involved” tab. 

Address Change Form
Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:

o Change the address to: __________________________________________________

 City _________________________________________ State ______ Zip_________ 

o Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:

o Individual is deceased: please provide name _____________________________

o Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the 
 duplicate _______________)

o No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state

o Other: __________________________________________________________

THIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR many Vacation Bible School Directors are 
looking for ways to promote mission opportunities in VBS. Missouri 
Baptist Children’s Home offers several special programs that have been 
popular with children’s groups.

The “KOINS4KIDS” program (see 
back page) offers many exciting ways 
to promote competition between age 
groups, boys and girls, etc. within the 
context of a valuable mission project. 
Various groups can compete to bring the 
most coins to VBS to help the children at 
MBCH. Posters and other materials are 
available to help advertise this program. 

(KOINS4KIDS is an update of the “Miles of Pennies” program that 
MBCH has promoted for many years. The truth is, a penny just doesn’t 
go as far as it used to – even a mile of them!)

The MBCH Coloring 
Book is another activity 
t h at  prov ide s  m i s s ion 
education. We can provide 
you w it h copies of t he 
Coloring Book or  you  can 
download a master copy of 
the Coloring Book  from  
www.mbch.org (click on the 
“Resources” link) and then 
duplicate as many copies 
of the book (or individual 
pages) as you need. 

Duffel Bags are always 
needed by foster children 
and residents at MBCH. These children often have nothing but a black 
trash bag to carry their belongings to their new foster homes. Collecting 
new (or like new) duffel bags would be a wonderful project for VBS (or 
other mission organizations).

Bible Drive. The first thing 
a child receives when he or 
she arrives at MBCH is a new 
Bible. For most of our children, 
this is the first Bible they have 
ever owned. A mission offering 
designated for MBCH Bibles 
is an outstanding way to blend 
a mission project with the 
importance of God’s Word. We 
have found it is important to 
provide all of our children with 
the same kind of Bible so there 
is no cause for envy/jealousy 
between them, so money for 
us to buy Bibles is preferable to 
collecting Bibles to give.

If you are looking for 
other mission project ideas 
for VBS, Missions Groups, 
Sunday School Classes or 
the whole church, please 
check out our “Mission 
Project Ideas” book let. 
T h is book let of fers a 
variety of ministry ideas 
that may stimulate the way 
you think about helping 
the children, youth and 
families of Missouri Baptist 
Chidlren’s Home. You can 
request a copy to be sent 
to you by e-mailing public.

relations@mbch.org or download it from our website www.mbch.org.

VBS Mission Projects
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With VBS right around the corner, KOINS4Kids can 
be a fun way to collect and designate your VBS 
missions offering. You can promote competition 
between age groups, boys and girls, etc. There are 
promotional materials and more suggestions at 
www.mbch.org.
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