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“Publish His glorious deeds 
among the nations. 

Tell everyone about the amazing 
things He does.” 

Psalm 96:3 (NLT)

Campers on Mission Replace Roof
On October 26, a group of dedicated men from 

Campers on Mission (COM) worked through cold 
weather and rain as they replaced the old roof of the 
Whilhite House on the Lowe-Frillman Campus with 
a new metal roof. COM is a national fellowship of 
Christian campers who share their faith while they 
camp. They accept short-term volunteer assignments 
and combine their love for the outdoors with ministry 
across the United States.

We want to thank Darrel Crawford, Brad Licklier, 
Danny Ball, Bill Jamison and Stanley Cassidy for coming 
from all over the state to do this for us. Thanks also to 
Don and Jody Laramore who donated the materials for 
the roof. Thank you so much for what you do and for 
the tremendous blessing you are to Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home!

Camp Connect Changes Lives – You Can Be a Part!
The 2021 MBCH’s summer camp will feature a variety of changes. “Camp Connect” will be held during 

a weekend this summer at a venue that best fits the needs of the clients in the residential and those served in 
our treatment family care (TFC) programs. We will also be inviting foster/adoptive families.

The purpose of the camp (in addition to a relaxing recreational time) will be to help develop stronger 
family connections, connections to God through Jesus Christ and connections to resources.

The move from a full week of camp to a weekend 
should provide more people an opportunity to 
volunteer to help change a child’s (or a family’s) 
life through an amazing camp experience. Details 
about specif ic volunteer needs are stil l being 
developed. Watch the MBCH website (mbch.org)  
for information or contact Jan Greninger, Camp 
Volunteer Coordinator, at 800-264-6224 or email 
jan.greninger@mbch.org. All volunteers will need 
to successfully pass a background check that will be 
paid for by MBCH.

While we do not yet know the exact cost of camp since we have not finalized the venue, we would invite 
you to help defray the cost of camp for our campers (we don’t charge them) by making a donation to the camp 
scholarship fund at www.mbch.org. You may also mail your contribution to MBCH at 11300 St. Charles 
Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044 and indicate camp in the memo line on your check.

We are also asking churches to provide snacks and drinks for our campers. You can imagine how many 
bottles of water, soda and fruit drinks will be consumed by more than 100 children, teens and adults (including 
staff and volunteers) during a summer weekend. Chips, cookies, nuts, trail mix and other snacks also seem 
to fuel a great camp experience. Please visit our website to see specific needs and sign up to provide snacks 
and drinks for our campers. 

If you cannot volunteer or give, you can pray for us. Pray that our campers develop positive connections 
to Jesus Christ and positive connections to one another. Pray for good health, good weather, safe travel, 
encouragement, and of course, for our campers to have fun!
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President’s Update

2021 IS NOW WELL UNDERWAY AND 2020 is in the rearview 
mirror. For many of us, it was a year we are glad to have behind us. But 
among all the challenges there have been some things we have learned 
or things we will have to consider. You probably have your own list, but 
here are some I have put together (no particular order).

1. The pandemic has prompted us to be more agile and more 
creative in how we do our work. We have had to get out of our 
comfort zones and try new ways of working, socializing, and 
worshiping.

2. The question is being asked if we will continue to work more and 
more remotely and not be “in the office” as much as in the past.

3. We need to always be prepared for the unexpected.
4. We must be prepared for things to last longer than we want or 

anticipate. Someone once said, “Don’t turn up at an earthquake 
with a dustpan and brush.” Be prepared to deal with something 
over the long haul and do your best to have the proper equipment 
for the task at hand.

5. We must be prepared for things to change at the 11th hour. 
Best laid plans can (and do) often go awry.

6. We need to wash our hands regularly, but we must not wash 
our hands of change. We must expect it, prepare for it and even 
help to channel or direct it.

7. There are a lot of opinions on how to cope with the pandemic, 
but probably no one really has a clue.

8. The mixture of feelings, reasons, protests, negativity and 
positivity have come thicker and faster, making it even more 
critical we lean on the Lord for our strength and comfort.

9. Fear and anxiety are tools of Satan.
10. Our trust is not in the state; our trust is in the Lord.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE, some of you are aware that my eldest 
son, Brian, unexpectedly passed away on December 30. My family and I 
want to thank you so much for your support during this recent loss. The 
power of prayers lifted up have been felt as well as the other expressions 
of support. They are very much appreciated and have helped us as we 
transition through this time. Experiencing this loss causes me to add 
one more item to the list above of things to consider and remember: 
take every opportunity to tell your loved one that you love them. You 
don’t know when it might be the last opportunity for you to do so.

MBCH STAFF CONTINUES TO DO QUALITY work, even 
under the more challenging conditions due to the pandemic. The teams 
adapted and became creative and innovative in meeting the needs of 
children, youth, and families. I am so very proud of each and every one 
of them and their commitments to service in the name of our Lord.

We continue to be challenged with staff vacancies in our residential 
program. Our recruitment efforts thus far have not produced the results 
we had hoped. We have had to temporarily close some of our houses 
because we do not have sufficient staff to cover them. Please check out 
our website for more information on how you or someone you know 
can serve as a missionary right here in Missouri.

In spite of the challenges of 
2020, the Lord blessed us with 
many accomplishments and I want 
to list just a few of them here.
• Even in the midst of COVID 

and churches not feeling able 
to start up new ministr ies 
because of it, we sti l l have 
ten to twelve churches who 
have committed to beginning 
the Open Table ministry in 
2021. Our church engagement 
activities are helping us move 
further down the road of providing more preventive services to at-
risk individuals, families and children, and doing it by partnering 
together with churches.

• We began a partnership with Southwest Baptist University and 
the Missouri Baptist Foundation earlier in the year to provide an 
internship experience for SBU social work students.

• We continued the journey to become fully trauma-informed in our 
programming and was recognized by the state for our progress in 
this area.

• Because our agency has progressed so much in being trauma-informed, 
we have discontinued performing any type of manual restraint or 
locked isolation. No longer using these methods provides a safer 
environment for our staff and clients, both physically and emotionally.

• We have an excellent staff who are not only well trained, but who also 
love God and who see themselves as the hands and feet of Christ to 
the clients they serve. One of our residential specialists at our human 
trafficking rescue program at the Mabee House had the pleasure 
of leading one of our young ladies to Christ. This was a young lady 
who said she was a follower of the Wicca religion, but through the 
ministry of our staff and attending church made a profession of faith.

• In 2020 The LIGHT House was able to virtually collaborate with 
Kansas City Public School (KCPS) staff and were able to train nearly 
140 KCPS staff members in Stewards of Children. This is a tremendous 
increase from the 80 trained the year prior. 

• We transitioned to drive-through events and continue to ensure that 
100% of the clients have access to basic needs (diapers, wipes and food).

• We established a relationship with the men of Wornall Road Baptist 
Church to provide improved services to fathers in our community.

To God be the glory for the great things he has done! We eagerly 
anticipate what the Lord has in store for us in 2021.

Thank you for your partnership with us as we serve God by 
responding to the needs of children, youth, and families to make a 
lasting difference in their lives.
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Church Engagement

Women’s Ministry in the State of 
Missouri
By Wanda Shellenbarger, Women’s Ministry Specialist 
/Church Engagement Catalyst

 W E  A R E  P R A Y E R F U L LY 
LOOKING FORWAR D TO all the 
Lord has in store for us in 2021! We 
are praying, planning and preparing 
for events/conferences and Women’s 
Ministry Training Clinics. Please look 
over the events we have coming up, mark 
your calendars and register for the ones 
you are interested in. We are looking 
forward with great expectation and can’t 

wait to see many of you at these events.

Women’s Ministry Training Clinic
April 16-17, 2021

Camden Hotel & Convention Center|Branson, MO
Schedule: April 16: 6 - 9 pm | April 17: 9 am - 3 pm

Our Training Clinics, through interactive classes and fresh biblical 
insights, offer women the scriptural tools to be the most effective leaders 
they can be. Our goal is to give you an opportunity to be refreshed, 
renewed and excited to return to the ministry field to better serve the 
women/girls in your church and community. 

Topics:
• How Did We Get Here & Where Do We Go From Here? (Societal 

Issues)
• Breathing New Life into Existing Ministry Units
• Conflict Management
• Mid & Post COVID Issues|Ministering to Hurting Families
• Ministry Areas Waiting To be Discovered
• Girl’s Ministry and Bridging the Generation Gap
• Resource Helps/Locations
• WM Structures | WM in the Small Church
• Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing
• Networking with other WM Leaders and much, much more.

Registration: $40 per person | www.mbch.org 
(Click on the banner at the top of the page.)

Camden Hotel: 417.334.8404 
(Rooms $72/includes breakfast and evening dessert)

Seating is limited! Register early!

New Bible Studies and Leaders’ Books Coming Soon ... “I’m Not That Woman Anymore” 
and for pastors and leaders, “The Church’s Response to Domestic Violence” by Dr. Char Newbold.

State Wide Conference for Women
October 7-9, 2021

Camden Hotel & Convention Center|Branson, MO

This year we will offer a new type of State Wide Women’s Conference 
in place of the TGE or UR Gathering. It will be held on October 7-9, 
2021 (Thursday through Saturday) with a new name, New Thing?! 
Conference. The Conference will include Praise & Worship segments, 
breakout class sessions with Women’s Ministry leaders from around 
the State, and will even include the Doug Gabriel Show as part of our 
time together. This will be a GREAT time of refreshing and renewal. 

We will have many exhibitors in the Exhibit Hall including Monarch 
Jewelry that supports the Human Trafficking Rescue Ministry for the 
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. This is our highlighted Blessings 
Corner Ministry for 2021. 

Schedule: 
Thursday, October 7: 6 - 9 pm

Friday, October 8: 10 am – Noon | 
Doug Gabriel Show at the Baldknobbers Theatre 

2:30 – 5 pm | Praise &Worship and Breakout Sessions

Saturday, October 9: 9 am – Noon | Praise & Worship, 
Breakouts and final closing.

Registration Fee: $45 per person and includes 
the Doug Gabriel Show on Friday morning. 

Register at www.mbch.org starting March 1st.

Camden Hotel: 417.334.8404 Ask for MBCH Rate of $72 
including breakfast and evening dessert.

Grab your girlfriends and join us for a great time in Branson! 

THE BLESSED RETREAT FOR DEVELOPMENTALLY 
DELAYED men and women and their sponsors/families scheduled for 
April 30-May 2, 2021, has been postponed due to COVID 19 issues. Our 
greatest desire is to provide a safe environment for at risk individuals. 
We hope to have a new date to share very soon.
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Church Engagement

Stay Up-to-date with 
Church Engagement Ministry Efforts

By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

OUR CHURCH ENGAGEMENT 
TEAM GETS EXCITED to help local 
church ministries around the state. We come 
alongside the local church to promote safe 
and effective ministries to children, youth, 
and families. We desire to partner with 
churches and to provide resources designed 
to strengthen families. 

So, how can you stay up-to-date with the 
latest Church Engagement opportunities? 

Like our brand new Church Engagement Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/church.engagement. 

When you like our Facebook page, you will be kept up-to-date with 
postings about where we are engaged and gain access to new resources 
we are making available. Some of our more recent posts include:

• A brand new Lifeway resource on ministering to those who 
have suffered loss

• News about foster care
• Learn about Stewards of Children free training to keep kids safe
• Survival Skills for Families During Covid-19 Webinar
• Information on our upcoming Women’s Ministry Training 

Clinic in April 2021 

WE ARE STAYING BUSY IN OUR efforts to offer helpful resources 
and support to local churches. We would love to connect with your 
church and hear your vision for ministry and see if we can assist you 
in any way. Some of our most recent opportunities that are available to 
your church are listed below. Take a look at our list and see if anything 
here might be helpful to your church’s ministry. 

• Stewards of Children training at no cost to your church. Learn 
how to keep children and youth safe from abuse

• Open Table Project: let MBCH train/equip lay people in your 
church to serve hurting people in your community. Serve youth 
aging out of foster care, human trafficking survivors, families at 
risk, and more. We are training tables face-to-face and virtually 

• Quarterly Webinar Series to Strengthen Families –next quarter 
Tips to Strengthen Parents

• Free resource check-out. We have Leaders Kits for Women/Girls 
and Men’s Bible Studies available for your church at No Cost

• Policy review or development to keep children and youth safe 
at your church

• Foster care ministry. Learn how to launch or further develop and 
support foster kids & families

• Resources to address issues of domestic abuse

• Resources to combat pornography
• Consulting on a variety of ministries related to strengthening 

families
• Women’s Ministry- Conferences, Retreats and Training Clinics
If you don’t see what you need in the listing above, just reach out 

to us and let us know how we might be able to assist your ministry. We 
are always expanding the trainings and resources we have available.

 Contact David Burch, our Church Engagement Strategist at  
david.burch@mbch.org or 417-380-1082

Making a Difference for Eternity
Our mission at MBCH Children and Family Ministries is to “make a 

lasting difference.” We always hope that we can help make an “everlasting” 
difference in terms of salvation, and we also want to help make a lasting 
difference in people’s lives in the here and now.

 Kristi Theriot, the Treatment Family Care Supervisor and a licensed 
therapist at MBCH Children and Family Ministries, was meeting 
with one of the adult women placed in our Human Trafficking Rescue 
program. The client started asking a lot of questions about salvation, so 
Kristi felt it would be good to ask George Fulgham, our Spiritual Life 
Director/Church Engagement Catalyst, to meet with this young woman.

Both Kristi and George talked to her about God’s saving grace and 
as a result this client accepted Christ as her personal Savior! This young 
woman is also making progress in her everyday life as she makes new 
decisions to remove herself further and further from the life she had 
before coming to our Human Trafficking Rescue program.

How exciting it is when we can meet that two-fold goal of “making 
a lasting difference!” 

Missions/Ministry Opportunities 
at MBCH

You don’t have to work in a church or go to a distant 
“mission field” to be actively involved in ministry and 
missions. You can impact the lives of children, youth and 
families with the Gospel right here in Missouri. Every day, 
MBCH “missionaries” are making a lasting difference in lives by 
serving “the least of these.”

Because of a lack of staff, MBCH Children and Family 
Ministries has been forced to close some of our Therapeutic 
Group Homes. That reduces the number of children who will 
hear about the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

If you would like to learn more about becoming an MBCH 
Missionary, call 800-264-6224 and ask for Human Resources.
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Jabez’ Prayer in Action
By Ramona Conrad-Cooper, Vice President, MBCH Children and Family Ministries

WE ALL KNOW THAT 
OFTEN GOD’S ways are not 
our ways. If you were to ask our 
directors if they needed more 
work, they would all say, “We 
would love to serve more, but we 
have plenty, thank you very much!” 
However, God had different plans 
recently for us at our Springfield 
office to “enlarge our territory” in 
the agency’s ministry there. 

The Springfield office, you may 
recall, used to be an abortion clinic. 

Our agency was able to acquire the building and reclaim it to minister 
to children and families. We have ministered in a variety of ways at this 
office for many years:

• Family Resource Development: We recruit, train and assess 
Christian families who are interested in becoming foster 
parents. We maintain the licenses of approximately 80 families 
at the Springfield Office. 

• Treatment Family Care: We provide support to treatment foster 
parents who care for children and youth who have experienced 
moderate to severe trauma due to abuse and neglect. We provide 
a Treatment Family Care Specialist to provide 24/7 support 
to Treatment Foster Parents. We can also provide these same 
services to relative families who take in their grandchildren, 
nieces/nephews, etc., and need similar support. We provide 
care for up to 30 TFC children from the Springfield Office.

• Transitional Living Program: We provide apartments and case 
management to youth who need to learn independent living 
skills. We serve up to 6 youth at a time. 

• Family Foster Care: Through the Foster Care Case Management 
(FCCM) contract that Missouri Alliance for Children and 
Families (we are part owner of MACF) holds we provide case 
management for children and youth with the goal of helping 
them find a permanent home. The Springfield Office provides 
case management for 60 children and youth. 

SO, AS YOU CAN SEE, WE have had a robust ministry at the 
Springfield Office for many years, but God had plans to enlarge our 
ministry there. The State of Missouri provides two FCCM contracts 
in the Springfield area. As already noted, MACF holds one of those 
contracts. Great Circle was awarded the other contract and asked our 
agency if we would sub-contract with them to provide services. We said 
yes, and as a result, we have 60 more cases (now 120) in our Family 
Foster Care program.

We needed to do some restructuring in order to serve more children/
youth and families. We now have a program director (Adam Strieby) just 
over the Springfield Office and were able to allow Caroline Charlton, 
our other program director in Southwest Missouri, to focus just on 
the Joplin Office whereas before she had responsibilities in both the 
Springfield and Joplin areas. We were also able to promote some of our staff 
to supervisors at the Springfield Office in order to manage this new work. 

The prayer of Jabez is a simple one: “Jabez called on the God of Israel 
saying, ‘Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that 
Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that 
I may not cause pain.’ So God granted him what he requested.” When we 
trust God He works out the details.

We are thrilled that he has provided us this new ministry opportunity 
at our Springfield Office. Please pray for our staff that God’s hand 
would be with them, that he would keep them from evil, and help 
them minister in ways that will make a lasting difference in the lives 
of children and families. 

MBCH Children & Family Ministries

Christmas Thank-Yous
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home has a long history of churches, 

individuals, organizations and corporations generously providing for 
the Christmas needs – and wants – of our children.

These generous donations provide for more than 500 children 
and youth in Therapeutic Group Homes, Maternity Homes, In-Home 
Pregnancy Program, Foster Homes, Transitional Living Program, 
Human Trafficking Rescue Program and The LIGHT House.

The Christmas season is a magical time of year for many reasons; 
mostly because the presence of God is seen in so many people through 
their giving and caring hearts. While we cannot individually recognize 
them all, we want to offer the heart-felt “thanks” from our clients. First 
Baptist Church, St. Clair took the entire month of Nov to focus on our 
various MBCH ministries. They 
also collected items from our 
Christmas list. More than 140 
items were collected! 

Pastor Michael Kinion 
(right) and Allen Calkins, 

MBCH Foundation Regional 
Representative (left) with 

the collection boxes.
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries

Will You Answer the Call?
By Tiffany Crumer, Family Resource Development Supervisor

Have you ever considered fostering? Is it right for you? To start, just answer these questions:
Are you compassionate? Do you have a nurturing spirit? Do you have a desire to help children and teens in need? Have you ever wondered 

what it takes to foster? Do you have questions about qualifications? Do you want to give back and just don’t know how? Each applicant has a 
unique reason/story as to what sparked their interest. 

A single 65-year-old, retired grandfather was contacted in reference to his 4 grandchildren. He was advised that the children were removed 
from their parents due to neglect. His first question was, “are my grandchildren safe?” The Family Foster Care Specialist assured him the children 
were in a safe place and that they would allow him to speak with them as soon as they could. He was very apprehensive in the beginning because 
he didn’t understand the process or know what would be expected of him. He had such a great support team who thoroughly explained the 
expectations of being a grandfather and a foster/relative provider. They offered training and helped him to get this home fit for his grandchildren. 
He welcomed all of his grandchildren into his home. He has a professional support team by his side to help him through any obstacle that might 
come about. 

Don’t let age be a factor if your heart is in the right place to foster. You will not be alone during your fostering journey.
MBCH Children and Family Ministries provides support and oversight for relative and kinship foster families as well as foster parents who 

provide care for any child or teenager. If you would like to learn more about becoming a foster parent please contact Intake at 800-264-6224 
or Intake@mbch.org. 

She Just Wanted Her Baby to Come Home
By Von Hulin, Program Director

VANESSA HAD DONE EVERYTHING 
SHE KNEW how to do in order to take care 
of her daughter. Eight-year-old Jasmine was 
born with some special needs that required 
a lot of attention, resources and patience. 
Vanessa was busy with her two other children. 
Her job was in jeopardy because she had 
taken off so much time to care for Jasmine, 
pick her up from disrupted school days and 
trying to catch up on sleep after being up all 
night with Jasmine. It all became too much.

As Vanessa’s world began to crumble, the stress became apparent 
and she no longer had the energy or the patience to care for Jasmine. 
It was at this time that the Children’s Division became involved and 
took custody of Jasmine. 

Our Family Foster Care staff was up next in the rotation and 
Jasmine’s case was assigned to us. While Jasmine was as cute as could 
be, we very quickly understood how Vanessa had become overwhelmed 
with her care and had no more energy to give. Because of her trauma 
and developmental delays, it was difficult to secure an appropriate 
placement that could keep her safe and meet her needs.

Jasmine spent a month in a secure residential program. During that 
time, the Family Foster Care Specialist continued to look for a family 
setting that would meet Jasmine’s needs. An appropriate placement 
was located through our Treatment Family Care program. The TFC 
parent provided consistent structure and nurturing and all of the team 
worked on getting resources in place. Jasmine began to thrive and 
looked forward to visits with her mom. She was really starting to make 

progress and Vanessa was learning ways to connect with supports so 
she could better parent Jasmine.

March of 2020 came along and you know what happened. For most 
of us, that meant maybe working from home, doing school at home and 
trying to find Clorox wipes and toilet paper at the store. For Vanessa 
and Jasmine it meant in person visits had to stop for a couple of months.

With Jasmine’s limitations, virtual visits were incredibly difficult. 
When it was time to try an in-person visit, everyone was a little nervous 
because we weren’t sure what to expect. Vanessa came a little early to 
get her temperature taken, wash hands and answer the questions.

The time got closer as she waited in the parking lot. Just when she 
thought she could wait no more, she saw Jasmine walking toward her 
and holding her TFC parent’s hand. Little Jasmine had her mask and 
gloves on – ready to see her mom.

Very careful visits continued to happen, the FFC Specialist, TFC 
Specialist and the TFC parent all continued to work with Vanessa and 
Jasmine to move toward Jasmine returning home to her mom. She 
returned home to her mom last month with additional resources in 
place and they are doing great. 

WE ASK THAT YOU PRAY FOR our families and children whose 
reunification has been delayed due to continued virtual court hearings, 
because of technical difficulties or visits being canceled because of 
somebody being in quarantine or having a cough. Pray for our staff 
who have continued to make sure that kids are staying safe even when it 
might put them at some level of risk. We are incredibly grateful to all of 
our staff and TFC parents who played a major part in helping to rebuild 
Vanessa’s family.
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God Used MBCH to Make a Lasting Difference for Jordan
Dear Friends,

Easter is the best illustration of how God sees all of us at our worst but loves us anyway. The worst of 
human behavior was demonstrated on the day they nailed Jesus Christ to the cross. But the very best of God’s 
love was demonstrated three days later when Jesus defeated death and the grave. Because of that singular 
event in human history, God gives us the choice to accept His love and salvation and begin the journey of 
“being conformed to the image of His Son.” While that salvation is immediate, the process of growing in Christ 
takes the rest of our lives. Sometimes that change is difficult to see.

The same is true of the children and teenagers that come into our care at Missouri Baptist Children’s 
Home. We usually see them at the lowest point in their lives – they have been separated from their families 
or they have been rescued from the horror that is human trafficking or they have learned they were pregnant. 
But our loving Christian staff helps them see the love of God and begins the process of making a lasting 
difference in their lives.

Such was the case when “Jordan” came into our care. He was in high school and headed down a rather 
hopeless path. He had already been in three different foster homes and his grades and attitude were terrible. 
He was hanging out with a dangerous group of “friends” and had even been shot while with them! Fast 
forward three years and Jordan’s story has completely changed. Last year he graduated from high school 
earning straight A’s in his last semester. He had earned college credits from dual enrollment courses. He is 
now attending college! He has hope and is looking forward to his future.

What made the difference? His MBCH case manager and his new Christian foster parent helped him 
see that God has a better plan for him. Slowly and gradually they helped him understand that his past didn’t 
have to determine his future. Jordan wanted something better and made the decision to follow God’s path.

Your support of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home helps us provide the love and hope of Jesus Christ 
to hundreds of children like Jordan – children who may never have heard the real story of Easter without 
the ministry of MBCH. I am asking you to prayerfully consider partnering with us financially at this time 
so we can continue to make a lasting difference in the lives of children, youth and families.

Jordan is not the only child to have found hope, healing and restoration at MBCH. While I could tell you 
heart-breaking stories of the children who come into our care, I would rather tell you stories of how these 
same children were changed because they heard and saw the love of God from our staff and foster parents.

2020 was a difficult and challenging year for all of us. But God still used MBCH to help more than 60 teens 
transition from foster care to independence. He used us to care for nearly 350 young mothers, babies (and 
even fathers) in our pregnancy services program. Sixteen girls and young women learned about God’s love 
after being rescued from human trafficking. Our ministries helped us find “forever homes” for 133 children.

Thank you for your prayers and support that help us reach children, youth and families with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Lives are being changed because of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home and that would not 
be possible without people like you.

This Easter season (and throughout the year), children will come to us at one of the very worst times of 
their lives. They will be longing for someone to give them love and hope. They desperately want a change 
in their lives.

We know God can make a difference in the lives of these children and their families. As followers of 
Jesus we are called to sacrifice to care for those whom He died to save. The death, burial and resurrection 
of Jesus challenge us to love as He loves and to give as He gave.

Please help us make a difference in the lives of hurting children.
     Blessings,

     Russell Martin,
     President
P.S. Please mail your gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, 

MO 63044. You can also make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” button and 
select “Easter” as the gift designation.

God used MBCH to help more 

than 60 teens transition from 

foster care to independence 

in 2020. He used us to care for 

nearly 350 young mothers, 

babies (and even fathers) in our 

pregnancy services programs. 

Sixteen girls and young women 

learned about God’s love after 

being rescued from human 

trafficking. Our ministries 

helped us find “forever homes” 

for 133 children.
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May: National Foster Care Month

2020 Foster Parents of the Year: 
Jason and Carolyn Plassman

WE ALL EXPERIENCED CHANGES AND ADJUSTMENTS in 2020 that only God knew were in our purview. Answering God’s call to 
be a foster parent took on a different meaning this year when foster parents had to provide 24/7 care of children along with providing educational 
assistance during virtual learning periods.

To understand the magnitude of what our foster parents have committed to the very vulnerable population of children in foster care, you would 
have to also understand what these children have experienced in the last year. Due to Covid-19, some of our children in foster care were not able 
to see their parents face-to-face for months and were only able to video chat with their parents. Some of our children were not able to see their 
worker in person for months due to the family, child or worker being high risk for Covid-19. Not being able to have in-person contact with their 
parents, workers and educators have made our foster parents connection to the children in their home even more significant than ever before. 

During 2020, MBCH Children and Family Ministries had many wonderful examples of foster parents who shared God’s love to children 
and we would like to recognize the profound difference that can be made through loving people the way that God loves us. MBCH Children 
and Family Ministries’ foster parents of the year are Jason and Carolyn Plassman.

JASON & CAROLYN PLASSMAN HAVE BEEN Treatment 
Foster Parents with MBCH Children and Family Ministries for over 
2 years. They ALWAYS go above & beyond for the children placed 
in their home. They do an excellent job utilizing Trauma Based 
Relational Intervention (TBRI) skills of Connecting, Empowering, and 
Correction.

The children invited into their home quickly become integrated 
into the family unit. They encourage the child to participate in as many 
extra-curricular activities as possible to grow their self-esteem. Jason 
and Carolyn take time to listen to the children, in their home, to learn 
what activities the children enjoy and make a pointed effort for the 
children to engage in those activities to bring additional joy to their 
lives and give them a positive outlet.

Jason and Carolyn spend countless hours at the table supporting 
the education of the children placed with them. They have weekly 
cont ac t  w it h 
teac her s a nd 
staff at school 
to help maintain 
g o o d  g r a d e s 
a nd behav ior 
at school. They 
a r e  d e v o t e d 
Christians who 
attend church 
reg ularly and 
make every effort to ensure the children placed with them have the 
opportunity to hear and seek the Word of God and attend youth group 
activities.

They support the permanency plans placed for the child. They come 
alongside the child’s family to maintain contacts through visitations, 
phone calls, and virtual visitations. They participate in Team meetings, 
School seetings, and Community Resources meetings for the child 

providing valuable 
input to the child’s 
needs.

J a s o n  a n d 
Carolyn show God’s 
love the most when 
t he ch i ld ren a re 
struggling, as they 
strive for the child 
to know how much 
they care for the 
children and what is 
happening. Carolyn 
and Jason are able to frame and phrase the situation so that the child 
understands because they care enough to make the connection with 
the child and know the child. They understand that some kids need 
pictures, some kids need humor, some kids need time or a snack, and 
Jason and Carolyn are willing to make the adjustments to work with the 
children in their home to meet each child’s needs. Jason and Carolyn 
advocate for the children in their home to receive what the children 
need to be successful.

Jason and Carolyn understand the importance of self-care while 
fostering and their marriage shows a partnership in parenting. Carolyn 
also devotes her time to train other foster parents and talking to potential 
foster parents about the process. 

THE PLASSMAN FAMILY IS DEDICATED TO sharing God’s 
love to the children and families that they encounter through fostering. 
Jason and Carolyn have shown God’s love through each quality moment 
when they made the children in their home a priority to get through 
each hard moment or day(s). MBCH Children and Family Ministries 
is so very blessed to call them a Joplin TFC home and is thankful to 
partner with them in our mission to serve the Lord by responding to the 
needs of children, youth and families. 

Extended Plassman Family
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The LIGHT House

Christmas at The LIGHT House
Dad’s Connect

It has been a long time vision of The LIGHT House to host an 
outreach group for dads in the community. We desired a place where 
dads could connect, learn from each other, learn new skills, and feel 
supported as they navigate parenting. Due to COVID-19, our initial 
timeline was pushed back to fall 2020. 

We’ve had three sessions and the dads have been engaged, asked 
questions, and are interested in learning more! The dads also receive 
diapers, wipes, and personal toiletry items. For the December group, 
each dad received a Christmas gift: a movie night activity kit with a 
reusable popcorn tub containing hot chocolate, popcorn, Christmas movies, and a QuikTrip gift card!

We are excited to partner with Wornall Road Baptist Church for the Dad’s Connect group. They provide 
guest speakers to share educational information and skills. Beginning a new program in the middle of the 
pandemic has presented challenges, but we are hopeful and prayerful that we are providing a wonderful 
resource!

Outreach Program
The LIGHT House Outreach program was blessed beyond measure by the many community members and 

churches that supported our families through their giving! A special thanks to First Baptist Church Plattsburg, 
First Baptist Church Richmond, Classic Conversations Liberty, Hope United Church of Christ, St Elizabeth’s 
School, Impact Fellowship Church, Midway Auto, Trimble Baptist Church, Metro Christian Fellowship and 
the many individuals who provided gift card donations. Our 
agency also received Toys for Tots and various anonymous 
toy donations. 

While we were unable to gather and celebrate for our 
traditional party each family, was blessed with gift cards to 

shop for their children, toys, diapers & baby supplies, gift bags for mom and a Christmas 
cookie baking kit! 

2020 has held significant challenges, but we’re reminded this holiday season that God 
provides abundantly for His children! Merry Christmas to all!

Maternity Home
As The LIGHT House Maternity Home’s party planning committee began preparing for 

Christmas 2020, they quickly found out that some of the individuals and organizations who 
had normally helped provide gifts for the maternity home residents in previous years were 
unable to do so because of issues related to COVID-19. Even though the situation looked very 
challenging, committee members believed God would somehow provide. When some other 
staff at The LIGHT House heard of the challenges the committee was having getting donations 
for the residents, they were more than willing to reach out to organizations and people they 
knew to help make 2020 a great Christmas for the residents.  

Donations from Delta Innovative Services, the Women’s Ministry at Impact Fellowship Church 
and individuals from the community came together to make 2020 
one of the best Christmases we have had for the residents of The 
LIGHT House. In the end, God provided gifts above and beyond 
anything we could have imagined. During a time of great stress 
and isolation due to COVID-19, God allowed the maternity 
home to shower the residents with blessings in the way of gifts to show them that He cares and He had not 
forgotten them in the midst of a worldwide pandemic.
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Most people consider spare change to be insignificant or even inconvenient. A Baby Bottle Drive for The LIGHT House can convert 
that change into the saved life of a baby and knowledge of Jesus Christ for a young mother.

How the Baby Bottle Drive Works:
We provide you with baby bottles which you distribute to the families or groups in your church. They take them home and, over a 

predetermined amount of time, fill them with loose change, cash or even a check. They return the bottles to you and you then present The 
LIGHT House with a check for the amount raised. 

The LIGHT House Will Provide:
• Baby bottles! We have “regular-size” LIGHT House branded baby bottles. Just let us know how many 

you need. A good rule of thumb is one for each family.

• Baby bottle banks! These are larger LIGHT House branded banks (see photo). Just let us know how 
many you need. A good rule of thumb is one for each Sunday School Class/Small Group.

• Promotional materials. We will be happy to send or e-mail you information and documents you can 
use in your bulletin or to post at your church. You can also download the materials from our web-site. 
A great promotional video is  available through our on-line video gallery. 

Many churches love to use this as a missions project around Mothers’ Day. These churches often will 
introduce the drive and pass out the bottles 3-4 weeks prior to Mothers’ Day. Church members collect 
their change (and cash) and then return the bottles on Mothers’ Day in a special time during the worship 
service. Other churches have also used this as an Easter-related missions emphasis.

We rely on financial support from individuals and churches just like you. Your involvement is vital as 
The LIGHT House continues to provide pro-life services in the greater Kansas City metro area! 

If your church or group is interested in participating in this life saving fundraiser, contact us today! 
Call Joe Nogalski at 816-317-4430 or e-mail joe.nogalski@mbch.org.

Your Spare Change Can Save a Baby’s Life!

Baby Bottle Drive 
A Simple, Family Friendly and FUN Missions Project

• Pick one month in 2021 to collect.
• Collect diapers & wipes! Check for specific 

sizes needed.
• Or donate a $200 Sam’s or Walmart Gift Card
• Arrange for delivery

Think you can help? 
Contact Julie at juliek.lighthouse@mbch.org

A grant that has provided more than 
5,000 diapers has run out and 

we need your help!
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I Want to Support Young Moms Who Choose Life

Dear Friends,
I was happy to read in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in Mid-January that the number of abortions being 

performed in Missouri has reached a record low. The latest Missouri Health Department data shows that 
during 2020 fewer than 50 abortions were reported! This compares with 1,362 in 2019. The new restrictions 
on abortion in Missouri are working! Praise the Lord!

It is far too early, however, for us to be able to claim victory. We know that many of the abortions that 
would have been performed at the only abortion clinic in Missouri are being referred to the new Planned 
Parenthood facility just across the Mississippi River in Illinois. We must also remain diligent in working 
toward and praying for abortion to be eliminated throughout the U.S. and the world.

I do believe that much of the reduction in statistics can be attributed to efforts that provide better 
information on alternatives to abortion. While many may be going to Illinois (or other adjacent states), a 
great number of young ladies with unexpected pregnancies are making the decision for life.

But even if abortion is completely eliminated, the work of The LIGHT House is just getting started. We 
cannot simply say, “Praise God, you made the right decision,” and then abandon that young mother and 
her baby.

When a young lady chooses life for her baby, she needs the kind of support provided by The LIGHT 
House. Many will need a maternity home that offers unconditional love, a place to live, and pre-natal health 
care (and post-delivery care as well). Most will need supportive Christian counselling, parenting classes and 
supplies for their babies. They will need on-going support after the baby is born. Above all, they all need to 
hear the Gospel that despite some bad decisions they may have made in their lives, God loves them enough 
that He sent His Son to die for them.

I’m sure I don’t have to tell you that providing this kind of support for young mothers requires significant 
resources and often comes through great sacrifice. The LIGHT House relies on the commitment and support 
of individuals like you – people who believe in the sanctity of life; people who believe that these young 
mothers and their babies are loved by the Heavenly Father; people who know that God blesses us so that 
we can, in turn, bless others.

It is critical that we continue to give these young mothers and their children hope, healing and restoration through our ministries. Without 
the support of hundreds of faithful donors like you, we wouldn’t have the caring, thoughtful Christian staff who God uses to change the lives 
of mothers and their children. 

That is why I’m asking you to prayerfully consider making a financial gift to help offset the 
expenses of providing hope where there seems to be no hope. Will you help us save the lives of 
the unborn and provide the promise of a new life for young mothers?

Over the next few months, girls will come to us – desperate and hopeless. They will come 
full of fear and loneliness. Coming from worlds of darkness, they will be longing for someone to 
provide hope and love and the support they need to get through this difficult time. These girls 
need to know that hope is only possible because of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

As followers of Jesus Christ we are called to sacrifice to care for those whom He died to save. 
The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus challenge us to love as He loves and give as He gave. 
Please help us make a difference in the lives of young mothers-to-be and their babies.

     Blessings,

     Russell L. Martin,
     President

P.S. You can make your gift on-line by going to www.lighthousekc.org, clicking on 
the “Donate Now” button and selecting “LIGHT House Easter” as the gift designation. 
You can also send your gift payable to The LIGHT House, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, 
Bridgeton, MO 63044. Please indicate that your gift is for “Easter.”





The following children will be celebrating their 
birthdays in the next few months. Will you please pray 

for our children on their birthday?

Elizabeth ............................... February 1
Jace ....................................... February 5
Paige ..................................... February 6
Skyla ..................................... February 7
Monica .................................. February 8
Jessica ................................... February 8
Jeannifer ............................... February 8
Kelsi ...................................... February 8
Austin ................................... February 9
Rebecca ............................... February 10
Zoe ...................................... February 11
Jonathan ............................. February 12
Alice .................................... February 12
Christian .............................. February 13
Cassidy ................................ February 18
Kevin ................................... February 20
Shanice ............................... February 21
Johneisha ............................ February 24
Javeta .................................. February 26
Magnolia ............................. February 26
MiStar ....................................... March 3
Aubrey ...................................... March 4
Tianna ....................................... March 8
Hallie ...................................... March 10
Evanna .................................... March 10
Kayla ....................................... March 10
Courtney ................................. March 13
Horñia ..................................... March 14
Travis ....................................... March 14
Alyssa ...................................... March 15
Shyana .................................... March 14
Aydrione.................................... Marc 15
Chase ...................................... March 16
Kellsey..................................... March 16
Levi ......................................... March 17
Jake ......................................... March 21

LeRone .................................... March 22
Destiny .................................... March 23
Carol ........................................ March 23
Victoria .................................... March 23
Catera ...................................... March 27
Octavia .................................... March 27
Demetrius ............................... March 28
Tyler ........................................ March 28
Jonathan ................................. March 28
Ella .......................................... March 28
Aubrey .................................... March 30
Jahkaiya  ................................. March 31
McCullin .......................................April 2
Keshia ..........................................April 8
Bruklin .......................................April 16
Ashley ........................................April 17
Izayah ........................................April 17
Ashley ........................................April 19
Khloe..........................................April 21
Xowie .........................................April 21
April ...........................................April 23
Blake ..........................................April 26
Sophia ........................................April 27
Desiree .......................................April 28
Karter ........................................... May 2
Ashton ......................................... May 3
Alexys .......................................... May 5
Jeremiah ...................................... May 5
Ciara ............................................. May 5
Luciana ........................................ May 5
Taylar ........................................... May 5
Damien ...................................... May 15
Abigail ....................................... May 16
Kobe ........................................... May 19
Alexis ......................................... May 23
Jeffrey ........................................ May 28

THE BIRTHDAY OFFERING IS ONE OF the most enduring 
traditions at the Children’s Home. The giving of an offering at birthday 
time has been a regular part of Missouri Baptist life since 1890 when 
William S. Crouch of First Baptist Church, Carrollton donated a penny 
for each year of his life in celebration of his birthday.

Since that time, individuals and 
churches have used the celebration 
of birthdays to bless children. This 
offering provides a way to recognize 
people on their birthdays while 
sharing in mission work by helping 
children and youth at the Children’s 
Home.

Those giving at least $1 for every 
year of life on their birthday can 
receive a unique Birthday Mug by 
requesting it when they send in their 
Birthday Offering. The design and 
color of the mug is changed annually. 
This year’s mug is white with a blue 
interior.

A variety of other materials 
are available to help promote the 
Birthday Offering, including:

• Full-color birthday cards 
• Birthday pencils
• Pew envelopes
• A house-shaped Birthday Offering Bank.

We are also encouraging those of you who are on social media 
(Facebook or Twitter) to do “peer-to-peer” giving on your birthday. 
Simply post that you support Missouri Baptist Children’s Home and 
would like to have friends and family text a gift to MBCH to remember 
your birthday. (Text “@mbch” to 52014).

If your church needs any MBCH birthday supplies, please call 
1-800-264-6224 (ask for Jessica Hanff) or go to www.mbch.org/
supply-requests. You can see samples and order birthday offering 
supplies on-line.

Help Care for Children while 
Celebrating Your Birthday
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Thank You to All of Our Generous Supporters!
By James Morrow, Vice President, MBCH Foundation

Support

LET’S BE HONEST: 2020 WAS A difficult year 
for all of us on many fronts. It was a year that saw 
public health, societal and cultural upheaval in ways 
that have not been witnessed by Americans for many 
generations. During 2020, there could have been 
a steep decline in the support of our donors as was 
experienced by so many charities across our nation, 
but we have held our own thanks to you!

The life changing ministries of MBCH and The 
LIGHT House which include: residential care, 
foster/adoptive services, residential maternity 
homes, pregnancy resource services, transitional 
living programs, human trafficking rescue, Christian 
counseling, etc. have continued because followers of Christ all across 
Missouri invested in changing lives for the better during a very tough 
year.

Our hope and prayer is that God will bring healing to our land in 
so many ways, and that 2021 is a better year than 2020 for you and 
your family. In this we pray that you will continue to faithfully support 
MBCH and The LIGHT House with your financial contributions so 
we can continue to bring the life changing Gospel to hurting children, 
youth and families all across our state.

THERE ARE MANY WAYS THAT YOU can 
support our ministries in 2021, but perhaps the 
easiest is to go to our website and set-up a monthly 
contribution. By doing this you are able to provide 
a steady stream of funding for the ministries and 
services you care so deeply for.

To set-up a reccurring monthly contribution 
simply go to www.mbch.org and click the green 
donate button in the top right-hand corner of the 
screen. From here you will be directed to a list 
of ministries you can support or you can choose 
“general donation” if your desire is to support all of 
the ministries. You will also have the option to choose 

a tax credit donation, which can really add up to significant Missouri 
state tax savings by the end of the year. Select your donation type, select 
the amount you want to give and check the box for a reccurring monthly 
gift. Finally, fill out the contact, billing and financial information and 
click the green donate button at the bottom center of the screen.

 As always, but especially now in light of the difficulties of last year, 
thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in and year-out, 
that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least of these”!

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri: Joe Nogalski, 
816-317-4430

East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 
314-327-4121

Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906

Southeast/Central Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 
573-241-1113

(Foundation Services Manager)
Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Advancement Assistant)
Cindy Roberts (Bridgeton), 800-264-6224

2021 Special Events
Thank you for your patience as we altered, rescheduled and even canceled events last 

year. Events are an important way for us to get together to support children, youth and 
families. We love the opportunity to get to know you and share about our ministries. And 
hopefully, we can have some fun at the same time!

In 2021, we are planning to go forward with all our events. We may need to make a 
few changes, but we are very hopeful that none will need to be canceled. So, mark your 
calendars for this year’s events:

April 10 – Branson Stars: Clay Cooper Theatre, Branson

May 14 – Hannibal Golf Tournament: Norwoods Golf Course

June 5 – 130th Annual Strawberry Festival: FBC, Arnold

September 25 – Hope and Restoration Run: Rutledge-Wilson 
Farm Park, Springfield 

We encourage you to attend an event that benefits MBCH, but is hosted by a local 
church. On April 17, First Baptist Church of Weston is hosting the Missouri River Quilt, 
Craft, and Bike Show at the Platte County Fairgrounds. This is the first year for this 
event and we hope everyone comes out to support it.

If you would like to help plan and volunteer at any of our events, we would love to have 
your assistance. Please contact Trisha Crow at 800-264-6224 or trisha.crow@mbch.org.
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Memorials and Honorariums
Memorials
Abbott, Larry (Bud) by Mr. & Mrs. Doug 

Jacobson (Crocker)
Adams, Richard by Allan & Nancy 

Bornstein, Roxie & Kenneth Lindsay 
(Cape Girardeau)

Adkins, Patricia by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Allen, Carolyn by John & Judy Ross 
(St. Louis)

Allen, John & Millie by Curryville Baptist 
Church (Curryville)

Amos, Marilyn by Mr. & Mrs. Jerry W.  
Kemple (Jefferson City)

Anders, James M. by Joyce Irene Anders 
(Rushville)

Anderson, Amy  by Shelby Nicholl 
(Chesterfield)

Barton, Robert & Mary by Charles & Mary 
Ann Brown (Louisiana)

Beal, Randy by Larry & Judy Jaques 
(Lee’s Summit)

Beauchamp, Susan by Lynne B. Woods 
(Louisiana)

Biggs, Thad & Betty by Cynda Bearden 
(Jonesboro)

Bouyea, William by David & Janice 
Robinson, Greg & Kathy Wyble & Cole & 
Halie Wyble (Bowling Green); Charles & 
Linda Roethlisberger, Darrell, Meredith, 
Duncan & Lydia Whiteside (Elsberry); 
Thomas & Melanie Gregory (Eolia); 
Lynne B. Woods, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Mills 
(Louisiana); Carol Crouse (Whiteside)

Boyer, Ralph by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Breitenbach, David by Mr. & Mrs. Donald 
Porter (Platte City)

Brittain, Jack N. by Mary Greer (Kirksville)
Brown, Kenneth & Erma by Charles & 

Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)
Browne, Perry Neal by family/friends 

(Robertsville); VSP Construction Services, 
Inc. (St. Peters)

Brunscher, James & Frances by Patrick 
& Eileen Carter (Eudora)

Burrows, James D. by Shannon Sullivan 
(Arlington); Ellen Orleans (Boulder); 
Darlene Feckleman (Newtown); Suzanne 
Custer (Venice)

Call, Barbara by Alfred & Barbara Lefman, 
Linda Stuckmeyer (Independence); Deana 
Cover, Michele Kilo & Blake Mathews 
(Kansas City); L. Mark Grant (Springfield)

Campbell, Tom by Al Mages (Florience)
Cantrell, Frankie by Dana Brewer 

(Arlington); Mark Lungren (Ellisville)
Cantrell, Larry & Frankie by Doug 

Carrington (Dardenne Prairie)
Carriger, Howard by Bryan & Melissa 

Wollard (Fair Play)

Casale, Loretta by Summit Woods Baptist 
Church (Lee’s Summit)

Chiles, Elizabeth (Betty) by the staff 
of Barfield Early Childhood Center 
(Bridgeton)

Copeland, Carman by Anna Wofford 
(Bland)

Crawford, Robert by Barbara Herren, 
Cathy Rust, Douglas Andrews, Evelyn 
Whitehurst (Marshfield); R. W. & Dorthy 
Kingery (Seymour)

Crowl, Carol by Dale & Sue Jones (Ash 
Grove); Thad & Carolyn Wells (Conway)

Crump, Marcella by Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Roe 
(St. Peters)

Cunningham, Leslie by Thomas & Lynda 
Blick (Ruston)

Dahmer, Virginia M. by The Dahmer 
Family (St. Louis)

Daugherty, Mrs. Nola by Kevin & Melissa 
Jennings (Neosho); Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bone 
(Pace)

Degonia, Joyce by Wyman Degonia 
(St. Louis)

Dillingham, Grant by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Dinsmore, Bill by Bruce & Rita McCall, 
Dave & Teresa Miles, David & Margo Jones, 
Eric & Kathy Sweat, many other friends & 
family, Richard & Dorthy Turner, Richard 
Fish, Robert & Jennifer Skeens (Bethany); 
Geneth Hudson & Family (Bolivar); Lester 
Hudson (Cainsville); Moulin Five Farms 
(Gilman City); Edmund & Nina Taylor, 
Peggy Stoner (Ridgeway); INKK Farms 
LLC (Trenton)

Drake, Don by Wayne & Donna Baker 
(Carterville); Spring River Valley Pullers 
(Cassville); Glen & Sara Grossman, James 
& Carol Jantz (Edmond); Ruby & Mark 
Lauderdale, Ruth Parmley (Goodman); 

Robert Adams & Brad & Marian Adams 
(Joplin); Bernadette Brock (Largo); 
Bethany Baptist Church of Newton 
County, Frank & Margaret Copeland, 
Henry & Linda Hierholzer, Pat Cohu, 
Thomas & Patricia Kuhn  (Neosho); 
Charlene Woodward, D.D. Farm & Feed, 
Lynn & Paula Morehead, David & Barbara 
Noah, David & Cathie Myers & Family, 
Ella Lankford & Family, George & Peggy 
Pendergraft, H & R Block, Angela Moran, 
Joe & Darlene Barnett, Peggy Hembree, 
Raymond Bandy, Roy & Julia Lankford, 
William (Doc) & Ramona McCready 
(Seneca); Bob & Jane Able (Stillwater); 
Ken & Karen Layman (Webb City); Judy 
Rosiere & Family (Welch); Janet L. Chester, 
Pam & Michael Rawlins, Roger & Cheryl 
Chester (Wyandotte)

Duer, Howard by Mr. & Mrs. Tim Temples 
(Dexter)

Eaton, Christopher by Kathryn Eaton 
(Wickenburg)

Eddy, Roger by Anita Eddy (Springfield)
Ellason, Dorothy by Jamie Marx, John 

& Carla Freund, June Harter, Maureen 
Tracey Rhea, Nicky Story, Terry & Jim 
Lucas (St. Louis)

Ely, Ruby by Jennifer Mackey Haywood 
( Fo rd l a n d ) ;  J o e  &  Lo r i  S m a l l e y 
(Grovespring); Carl & Beverly Widner, 
Doc & Joy Sawyers, Elvin, Shirley & 
Lanette & Fisher & Linda Barr, Hartville 
R-ll School Board, Administration, Faculty 
& Staff, Sheila Hart & Connie Chandler, Ted 
Russell Family & Ronnie Wakefield Family 
(Hartville); Geneva Lemons, Ted & Pam 
Probert (Mansfield)

Enloe, Al by Fee Fee Baptist Church 
(Bridgeton); Shirley Pryczynski & Laverne 
Coffey & Don Warnhoff & Lucile Warnhoff 

(Decatur); Roy Wodell & Jennifer Hizer 
(Hazelwood); Michael & Connie Stephens 
(Leasburg); Mr. & Mrs. Paul Snow (St. Charles)

Feireno, Donna by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Forbis, Charlene & Bill by Mr. & Mrs. Bob 
Verdi (Prosper)

Forster, George A. by Mr. & Mrs. William 
Ronan (St. Charles)

Foster,  Charles  by  K a r l a  Fo s te r 
(Jefferson City)

Friedeck, Adolph & Shirley by David & 
Lynda Thiele (Imperial)

F r i e n d ,  G r a n d p a  D a v i d  b y  h i s 
granddaughter, Jodi Elder (Potosi)

Frohock, Irene B. by her  estate 
(Farmington)

Gan, John L. by Doug & Joy Jacobson 
(Crocker)

Godfrey, John by his wife, Darlene 
Godfrey (Springfield)

Gossick, Carol Joy by Pat Dominique 
(Meadville)

Grace, Evelyn F. by her Trust (Smithville)
Grandson by E. Rae McKinney (Jefferson 

City)
Green, Shannon by Fred Arthaud (Trenton)
Gregg, Mrs. Morris by her husband, Morris 

Gregg (Dexter)
Gross, Bessie by Randy & Patricia Adolph 

(Webster Groves)
Hall, Harry by Judy Hall (Moberly)
Hamilton, LaMoine by Julius & Janet 

Fraley (Houston)
Hanna, Travis by his wife, Carolyn J. 

Hanna (St. Louis)
Harman, Cecil by Barbara Erickson 

(Olathe)
Harter, Mr. & Mrs. J. C. by Mrs. Cora Dell 

Johnson (Farmington)
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Hassien, Sandy by Richard & Linda 
Haynes (Basehor); Mark & Cathy Sutton 
(Hoschton); Amy Martens (Lee’s Summit); 
Melissa Fayad (Mexico); Andrea Rose 
(Olathe); Alan & Ellen Roy (Vandalia)

Heathman, James by Bruce & Carol 
McGregor (Moberly)

Henson, Gene by First Baptist Church 
(Aurora)

Herring, Deward & Pauline by Judy 
Herring (Silex)

Hibbits, Steven by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Hicks, Harriet (Sue) by Mark & Patty 
Hunt (Columbia); Cloyce & Lora Klein, 
Carole Marriott, Myrna Herren (Eldon); 
Donald & Shirley Looten, James & Patricia 
Wittrock (Henley); Donna Gebhardt, 
James & Paula Misloski, Leon Hicks, 
Paula Allison, Theresa Sullivan, Virginia 
Medlock (Jefferson City); Roy & Molly 
Ingwersen (Mt. Pleasant); Ken & Judy 
Willingham (Russellville)

Holland, Larry by Faith Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Holland, Wilbert by Imogene Holland 
(Licking)

Hooper, Zelma by Ricky & Freida Johnson 
(Choctaw); Dwight & Dorothy Parks 
(Lamar); Judy Rivas (Pawhuska); Betty 
Vaught & Cyndy, David, Becky & Sally 
(Red Oak)

Hope, Everett by Patricia Hope (Grandview)
Hoteling, Myrna Arlene by Emma Riley 

(Monett); Barbara Perrion (Sioux Falls)
Jennings, Kenneth Eugene by Mr. & Mrs. 

Alvin K. Jennings (Holden)
Jones, Pat by Phyllis Jones (Garden City)
Katherine by Ty DeMint (Lenexa)
Kelly, Dallas by Charles & Carolyn Throm 

(Aurora); Randy & Pam Cope (Bella Vista); 
Mike & Rita Fera (Camdenton); Kyle & 
Kerry Catron (Carthage); Ken & Cynthia 
Lentz (Eagle Rock); Clovis & Elva Jo 
Gentry (Fairview); Roger & Michelle 
Sides (Fayetteville); Dennis & Debbie 
Burr (Florissant); Nola Barnett (Harrison); 
August & Betty Tegtmeyer (Jefferson City); 
Bob Williams, Doug & Kelly Paden, Jean 
& Eric Ward, John Shoenberger, Richard 
& Mary Davidson, Rick & Ellen Frankey, 
Robert & Angela Reaves, Ron Paden 
(Joplin); Jerry & Michelle Porterfield (Lone 
Jack); Sue Manz (Lubbock); Sharon Kunka 
(Marion); Mark & Julie Paullus, Alwardt 
(Mounds); Alma Block, Andy & Kim Wood, 
Ann Hamlet, Betsy Evert, Betty England, 
Bob Johnson, Carl & Sara Ledbetter, 
Carolyn Finch, Cary & Veronica Marion, 
Cheryle Perkins, Dale & Mary Bond, Dan & 
Judy Noah, Darren & Jill Boman, Dorothy 
Brock, Farber Foundation, Gary & Jane 

Massey, Glen & Phyllis Shaffer, Harley & 
Ileen Hayden, J.D. & Vangie Hall, Jack & 
Diane Andris, James & Joyce Paullus, Jim 
& Ginger Rhoades, John Si & Soo Mee 
Cho, Larry & JoBeth Shumaker, Lynn & 
Brenda Jenkins, Marilyn Owen, Mark & 
Cindy Branscum, Marv & Pat Ackerson, 
Mary Jane Barker, Mike & Darlene Bacon, 
Neosho Exchange Club, Pat Smith, Patrick 
Cline, Paula Rowe, Peggy Payne, Rachel 
Stephens, Randy & JoAnn Swift, Robert & 
Alva Jane Allen, Robert & Gina Rodriguez, 
Roy & Lee House, Roy Shaver, Sandy & 
John Mills, Tom & Alice Daspit (Neosho); 
Greg & Cheryl Beck, Jack Warren & Susan 
& Andrew Pertalion (Nixa); Phil Garrison 
(Richardson); Phil & Rita Young (Rogers); 
Nancy Ridgley (Salem); Janck & Wanda 
Morgan, Oddie & Erlene Gideon, Jim & 
Martha Graham, Jeanetta Hardy, Jerry & 
Cathy Stone, Sid & Priscilla Poor (Seneca); 
David & Susan Layman, Jack & Louise 
Rogers (Springfield); Tom & Gail Higdon 
(Stark City); Russ & Glenda Burr (Webb 
City); Denise Mahr, Mel Link

Kennedy, Wayne by Bette Kennedy 
(Branson)

Kirksey, Jerry by Mary Speedone (Bolivar); 
Son Seekers of Ridgecrest Baptist Church 
(Clever); Robert & Linda Wityk, Brian 
Wityk & Cindy Reilmann (Rolla); Daniel 
Cashel (Springfield)

Klingenberg, Robert by Friends at First 
Baptist Church (Macon)

Knittig, William (Bill) by Robert & Phyllis 
Pieper Charitable Fund from Tom & Denise 
Rhoades (Warwick)

Lance, Vennie by Mrs. Genece Lance 
(Kennett)

Lewallen, Brenda K. by Cynda Bearden 
(Jonesboro)

Lockard, Seth Lavon by Janet Beasley 
(St. Louis)

Lucy, Roberta by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Mack, Dorothy by Dr. Carol Mack-Lacey 
on Dorothy’s 100th birthday (Black Jack)

Martin, Brian  by Rober t Giegling 
(Ballwin); MBCH Foundation Staff, Mr. & 
Mrs. Derald Harris (Bridgeton); Joan Plute 
(Edna); David & Glenna Mangelsdorf 
(Imperial); Jo Anne Royer & Family, 
Missouri Alliance for Children & Families 
(Jefferson City); Ryan Dowis (Kansas City); 
Steven & Karen Colwell (Rogers); Gary & 
Sharon Robnett, Roger & Deanna Bickel 
(St. Charles); Michael & Joan Brennan (St. 
Louis); Elizabeth Potts (Van Buren)

Martin, Thomas by his wife, Lucy 
Margaret Martin (St. Joseph)

Matchell, Dorothy by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

McCarty, Jim by Margaret McCarty 
(Columbia); Peggy Kloenne (Frankfort); 
Cheryl Ward (Louisiana); Millcreek Baptist 
Church (Silex); Denise Busse (Troy)

McCully, Joe & Loreta by Mr. & Mrs. 
Marvin McCully (Longview)

McKay, Charles by Shirley Gudde, Shirley 
Gudde (Holden)

Meiners, Raymond by Michael & 
Jacqueline Meilink (Kansas City)

Mitchell, Bernadean by New Salem 
Baptist Church (Marshall)

Murrell, Mike by Mr. & Mrs. Tony Linsman, 
Hayci Garage Ameren (Cruthersville); Oak 
Grove Baptist Church (Steele)

Newman, Edith by Summit Woods Baptist 
Church (Lee’s Summit)

Norfolk, G. Dale by James & Deloris Wright, 
James & Letha King (Hannibal); Terry 
Spieler (Jefferson City); Marvin & Loretta 
Bringer, South Union Baptist Church, 
Wilfred & Debra O’Brien (Maywood); 
Bobby & Rachel Shepherd (Palmyra); 
Richard & Linda Meyer (Quincy); Eva 
Hammons (Springfield); Russ & Shirley 
Martin (St. Charles)

O’Hara, Alma G. by Pete & Deborah 
Renfrow (Ozark)

Page, James  by Lynne B.  Woods 
(Louisiana)

Pattengill, Lawrence by Mr. & Mrs. Allen 
B. Crader (Ozark)

Payne, Rev. Gary D. by Many Family & 
Friends (Florence); Gene & Iris Phillips 
(Luray) ;  L inn-Liv ingston B apt ist 
Association (Meadville); Dorothy Brake 
(Otterville); Steve & Margaret Sutton 
(Sapulpa); Charles & Judith Maggard, 
Jeanette Utlaut (Sedalia); Earl & Laura 
Spencer, Mr. & Mrs. Scott Williamson 
(Statesville); The Tipton Latham Bank, 
N.A. (Tipton); Brian & Michelle McKown 
(Wellington)

Pennington, Earl by Second Baptist 
Church (Poplar Bluff)

Pillsbury, Bill & Ruth by Ed & H Pillsbury 
Foundation (Frontenac)

Pluth, Anita by her family (Roach)
Pope, Rev. Paul E. by Deborah A. Pope 

(Bonne Terre)
Powers, David & Rodney by Mr. & Mrs. 

Lewis Powers (St. Louis)
Probasco, Larry by Sam & Joan Torrey, 

Susan Berry & Virginia Torrey (Alexandria); 
Daniel & Karyn Ward (Blue Springs); Joyce 
Ayers (Green Castle); Carroll & Marilyn 
Walker, Sandra Catlett (Green City); Patty 
Motter, William & Judy Sayre (Kirksville); 
Richard & Penny Probasco (Lancaster); 
Nettie & Keith Lewis (Lucerne); James 
Maulsby Family (Macon); Patty Mallette, 
Steve & Ann Peterson (Newtown); Roger 

& Carolyn Parrish (O’Fallon); Mr. & Mrs. 
Neal Wolfe (Oskaloosa); Mark & Colette 
Fisher (Ottumwa); Jack & Janet Goodin 
(Princeton); Lanny & Shirley Tietsort, Bob 
& Judy Smith, Dennie & Barb Sheehan, 
Jack & Peggy Ingersoll, Janet Abbott, 
Jerry & Connie Mullenix, Judy Robinson, 
Kimberly Hammeke, Mark Frank, Roger 
Halley Mowing, Sharon Parks (Unionville)

Propes, Bob & Lillian by Debbie Gatrel 
(Liberty)

Ramer, Lance H. by Mr. & Mrs. Jerry 
Hughes (Offutt AFB)

Rector, Wanda by Missouri Directors of 
Mission Fellowship (Kirksville)

Reeves, John by Georgene Murray (Ash 
Grove); John Bryant (Carthage); John 
& Lori Briden (Cave Springs); Archie & 
Marilyn Dempsey, Bill & Connie Belcher, 
Bill & Connie Belcher, family & friends, 
Harry Greninger, Jack & Mary Huffman, 
James Johannes, John & Rachel Vanzant, 
Jonathan & Andrea Dawson, Joseph & 
Dina Hensley, Karen Fritchey, Kathryn 
Reeves, many other family & friends, 
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Moss, Robert & Gretta 
Hembree, SMC, Stephanie Burgess, V 
& T Construction Inc. (Joplin); William 
& Sherri Pitchford (Mena); Fellowship 
Baptist Church (Neosho); David & Dawna 
Selsor (Nevada); Jeffery Baggett (Nixa); 
Kavan & Lynne Stull, Robert & Margie 
Mitchell (Oronogo); Joyce Williams 
(Purdy); Darrell & Brenda Thompson 
(Trophy Club); Edward & Gloria Sumpter, 
First Baptist Church, George & Karen 
Thullesen, George & Linda Mayes, George 
& Wilma Fisher, James & Cheri Dawson, L. 
Kay Bryan, Leigh Ann Goswick, Madge T. 
James, Mrs. & Mrs. Jack Dawson, Sharon 
Barton, Tom & Lori Harter, trey & Michelle 
Moeller, William & Joyce Riggs, Clay & 
Carrie Cavitt (Webb City)

Rev. & Mrs. E. H. Dunsing by Eunice 
Dunsing (Portland)

Riley, Elmer & Elsie by Waunita Moore 
(Independence)

Robinett, Robert by his wife, Barabra 
Robinett (Grandview)

Rodriguez, Barbara by Summit Woods 
Baptist Church (Lee’s Summit)

Rogers,  Shirley  b y  D a n  R o g e r s 
(Sumersville)

Rohrbach, Loyd by Judith Rohrbach, 
Liberty Road Baptist Church (Jefferson 
City)

Rouse, Charles by Summit Woods Baptist 
Church (Lee’s Summit)

Rudd, Avis Lankford by Tony & Suretta 
Rector (Aurora); Don & Bonnie Cox, Mary 
Jean Barker, Ray Skelton, Steve & Karen 
Morgan (Neosho); Beth Drake, Ella B. 
Lankford, Roy & Julia Lankford (Seneca)
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Sanchez, Lena by Mr. & Mrs. Jim Gentry 
(Poplar Bluff)

Shaw, Larry by Mr. & Mrs. Glen Hansen, 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kihlmire (Springfield)

Sheehy, Jr., Jess by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Sitzes, Jr., Charles (C.F.) by First Baptist 
Church (Farmington)

Smithey, Louis by Elton Fay, Michael & 
Cynthia Hemme, Terry & Shelly Dykes 
(Columbia); Sharon Anderson (Holts 
Summit); Ron & Martha Azdell (Hwy 
J); Frances Schooler (Laddonia); Mark 
& Sheila Thomas (Lady Lake); Berry 
& Jo Ann Azdell, Bruce & Mary Ann 
Kasubke, Charles & Joyce Lind, Connie 
Sammelesonn, Ed & Terri Kreyling, Ed 
& Terri Kreyling, Jack & Janet McBride, 
James & Venessa Kerr & Family, John & 
Wanda Houston, Kent & Brenda Haden, 
Mrs. Bert Power & Sons, Ned Azdell, Roger 
& Barbara parker, Walter & Susan Padero 
(Mexico); Mary Lou Sonioalt, Tony & Liz 
Washer (Rush Hill)

Stewart, Lanny by Second Baptist Church 
(Poplar Bluff)

Stewart, Mary by Doneita Fasl (Belton)
Stroupe, Sandra K. by Roy Stroupe 

(Owensville)

Styron, Vern by Mrs. Pat Styron (Granby)
Sutton, Lily Dale by Mr. & Mrs. Larry 

Nash (Salem)
Suyderhoud, Carolyn Jean by Richard 

Suyderhoud (Osceola)
Townsend, Laveine McGill by Sally 

Townsend (Centralia)
Tygart, Johnny Bob by his nephew, John 

Mitchell (Henderson)
Usher, Thomas by Mona Usher (Sarcoxie)
Vinson, Clarence by Racine Christian 

Church (Neosho); David & Judy Thiele 
(Plainfield); Betty Prather & Kevin & 
Family (Springfield)

Wagner, Mick by Rebecca Anderson 
(Willow Springs)

Warden, Marvin by Idella Warden 
(Springfield)

White, Bertha May by her son, Mr. & Mrs. 
James E. White (St. Charles)

Wilkins, Glen & Freda by Glenda C. 
Wilkins (Ozark)

Willis, Robert (Bobby) by Edward M. 
Finke (Waverly)

Wood, Joy Lee by Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. 
Bell (Perryville)

Wormser, Richard by Summit Woods 
Baptist Church (Lee’s Summit)

Yarnall, Paul by Ilus & Julia Ball, Norma 
Cuneo (Jackson); Dennis & Brooke Roy 
(Joplin); Joyce Williams (Purdy)

Zolman, Norma by First Baptist Church 
(Farmington)

Honorariums
B r o w n ,  W i l m a  b y  J o y  B r u m b l e 

(Lee’s Summit)
Don Milberg Family by Mr. & Mrs. Harry 

Milberg (St. Louis)
Dunsmoor, Susan & Michael by Randy 

Greene (Kansas City)
Fiddler, James & Lilliana by James 

Fiddler (Loves Park)
Flint, Paula by Tim Flint (Lee’s Summit)
Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren 

by Sarah Sides (Florissant)
Great Grandchildren by Evelyn Baker 

(Raymore)
Hawcroft, David & Ginger by Bart & 

Cynthia Hawcroft (Jefferson City)
Light, Shelby & Shannon by Mr. & Mrs. 

Mike Light (Lebanon)
Martin, Russell by Dr. & Mrs. Mayburn 

Davidson (Walnut Shade)
Meilink, Calvin & Bernice by Michael & 

Jacqueline Meilink (Kansas City)
Metcalf, Mrs. Vicky by Mr. & Mrs. Timothy 

P. Vasques (Independence)

Muse, Mrs. & Mrs. Ken by Colleen Keen 
(Lenoir)

Robinson, Caleb Andrew by Mr. & Mrs. 
James G. Robinson (Traverse City)

Saylor, Vicky & Scott by Ken & Donna 
Qualls (Banrhart)

Sheddrick, Gay by Alicia Ragsdale 
(Branson)

Sides, Sarah by Shannon Penna (Parker)
Singleton, Mary & Dwight by Claudia 

Day (Statesville)
Singleton, Mary by Thomas Day 

(Florissant)
Swan, June by Jeffrey & Nancy Swan 

(Parkville)
Terry, Jayne by Angela Vincent (Pierce City)
The Beying Family by High Praire Church 

(Leavenworth)
The Hoban/Merrick Family by Elizabeth 

Hoban (St. Louis)
Threlkeld, Mr. & Mrs. Bill by her parents, 

Mr. & Mrs. George Morgenweck (Macon)
Wayne & Donna Kay Taylor by Ryan 

Taylor (Falmouth)
Yates, Diane by Jennifer & Phil Rothschild 

(Springfield)

Showing God’s Love through Sacrifice
By Allen Calkins, MBCH Foundation Regional Representative

IN FEBRUARY WE CELEBRATE 
AN IMPORTANT holiday, Valentine’s 
Day. We know this must be an important 
holiday because as soon as the Christmas 
merchandise comes down at Walmart, 
Valentine’s Day items are on display! 
Walmart, Hallmark and other retailers 
encourage us to express our love for those 
we care about with cards, candy and 
flowers. These are all nice things to receive. 

But they do not make a lasting difference in anyone’s life; something 
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home strives to do for every client we serve.

As Christians, we know that God’s agape love is a different kind of love 
from what is celebrated by Valentine’s Day. Agape love is demonstrated 
by what we do instead of how we feel. Expressing God’s agape love 
requires personal sacrifice that puts the needs of others above our own 
personal desires…and sometimes even our own needs!

It is uncomfortable to think about the physical, emotional and 
spiritual struggles facing children who have to be removed from their 
homes because of parental neglect or abuse. And it is even more troubling 
to consider how it feels to be a woman as young as 12 with an unwanted 
pregnancy or victimized by human trafficking.

But unless we are willing to step out of our comfort zone, acknowledge 
the seriousness of these needs and accept our responsibility to show 

agape love for these young victims we will likely do no more to financially 
help abused and neglected children and young women in 2021 than 
we did in 2020.

THE FACT THAT YOU RECEIVE AND read The Messenger 
indicates that you do care about the plight of victimized children and 
young women. So why not make 2021 the year you tangibly demonstrate 
that concern in a greater way by stepping up your financial support of 
the Children’s Home? Making a monthly gift to MBCH instead of an 
annual gift can be a virtually painless way to increase your giving.

For example, instead of giving MBCH $100 annually (as many of 
our donors do) consider donating just $20 monthly instead. That likely 
affordable change would more than double your support in 2021!

If you choose to make your monthly donation as a Missouri State 
Income Tax Credit gift, you could increase your MBCH support nearly 
five-fold! Even though you would need to increase your monthly gift 
from $20 to $40 totaling $480, there would be no increase in your 
out-of-pocket cost because $240 would be returned to you when you 
file your 2021 taxes as reduction of your Misssouri State Income Tax!

This is only one of the ways you may be able to increase their financial 
support of MBCH. Contact your MBCH Regional Representative early 
in 2021 to learn of other ways to increase your demonstration of agape 
love in action towards MBCH clients in this New Year. 

May 2021 be a blessed year for us all. After enduring 2020, I believe 
we all deserve it!
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Pray for Foster Families in the Month of May
MAY HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS NATIONAL FOSTER 
CARE MONTH. MBCH is challenging people to pray every day in 
May for all those impacted by the child welfare system in Missouri. 

There are approximately 420,000 children in the foster care system in 
the United States on any given day. In Missouri alone, there are roughly 
13,000 children in state custody. In addition to the children placed in 
the child welfare system there are many others impacted by foster care.

Consider the families who have gone through the trauma of having 
their child removed from their custody and are desperately trying 
to reunify their family. Then there are families who have felt called 
to provide foster care or to adopt children from the system. Of the 
roughly 13,000 children in state custody in Missouri nearly 50% are 
placed with relatives. Grandparents, aunts, uncles and other relatives 
are often called upon to care for children from their extended family.

In addition to all the children and families impacted by child welfare, 
there are numerous professionals and volunteers seeking to help them. 

All of these people are impacted by the trauma of abuse and neglect 
and children entering the child welfare system for their safety, and all 
of these individuals and family need our prayers. 

The MBCH Church Engagement Team has created a prayer calendar 
for May and will be providing additional supplemental materials to help 
you and your church understand the needs and know how to pray. We 
invite you to commit to pray daily with us in May.

IF YOUR CHURCH IS INTERESTED IN ministries to support 
children and families impacted by child welfare, we have a number of 
opportunities and would love to talk with you about how you or your 
church can make a lasting difference in the lives of children, youth, and 
families. For more information, please contact David Burch, Church 
Engagement Strategist at david.burch@mbch.org or 417-380-1082. 


