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President’s Update

IT IS OUR INTENTION TO PROVIDE the best 
possible professional services to the children, youth, 
and families that we serve within a Christian faith-
based context. To not do both would be a disservice 
to our clients and would not honor our Lord who has 
called us to this ministry.

In order to help ensure our programs are effective 
and professional, we are not only licensed by the state 
of Missouri but we are also accredited by the Council 
on Accreditation. 

Licensing standards, for the most part, are the 
minimum standards necessary to be met in order 
to operate, while accreditation is based on the 
implementation of best practice standards that have been developed 
by child welfare and social service professionals across the country. I 
am very pleased that both of our affiliates, MBCH Children and Family 
Ministries and The LIGHT. House, are licensed and accredited.

We continue to seek ways we can better train our staff in order to 
provide the services our clients need. That training not only includes 
the professional in-service topics that are covered, but also includes 
attention on how we can share our faith appropriately and in ways where 
it resonates with people who have come from very hard places and who 
have faced tremendous trauma and negative impacts in their lives.

SOME TIME BACK, WE MADE THE decision to implement 
a therapeutic model known as Trust-Based Relational Intervention 
(TBRI). This model was developed by Dr. Karyn Purvis and Dr. David 
Cross at Texas Christian University. They modeled TBRI after Scripture 
focusing on the grace and mercy God extends to all of us through 
Christ. Dr. Purvis said: “After years of seeking to understand and apply 
God’s practical mercies, I believe that this parenting style reflects God’s love 
for us as His children.”

When a child is acting out, the TBRI model asks: “Is the child giving 
you a hard time or is the child having a hard time?” Considering that 
question can totally change how we respond to the acting out behavior. 
Our response can make a huge difference as it can draw the child to us 
or it can push him/her further away.

THE FAMILY FIRST PREVENTION SERVICES ACT was signed 
into law by President Trump in February, 2018. A primary purpose of 
this act is to help keep children safely with their families and avoid 
the traumatic experience of entering foster care. It also emphasizes 
the importance of children growing up in families and helps to ensure 
children are placed in the least restrictive, most family-like setting 
appropriate to their special needs when foster care is needed.

With this paradigm shift taking place, it is even more important that 
churches and local communities become more involved and proactive in 
ministering to families in their areas. I encourage you to visit our website 
(www.mbch.org) for information on church engagement activities and 
make contact with our church engagement staff on how we might assist 
you as you pursue various types of initiatives.

WE CONTINUE TO BE IN REAL need of 
individuals to fill the role of residential specialists 
– the staff people who care for the children in a 
group home. We have had to reduce the number of 
children in our care (even closing cottages) because 
we do not have sufficient staff to cover the homes. 
This is truly a missionary assignment. I encourage 
you pray about whether or not God is calling you to 
serve Him by providing care to His children who so 
desperately need Christian adults who will invest in 
their lives. Please check our website (www.mbch.org) 
for additional information and job descriptions. You 
can also call 1-800-264-6224 and ask to speak with 

someone in our Human Resources department.

I WANT TO SHARE TWO EXCITING stories with you so you can 
rejoice with us.

First, a few weeks ago we admitted a girl into our human trafficking 
rescue program who stated she was a Wiccan (pagan witchcraft). Some 
of our staff were reluctant and felt that we should not bring her into our 
house. But thankfully we did.

At times she would try to intimidate the staff with certain statements 
and actions, but the staff prayed for guidance and continued to show 
her love and concern. Through the work of the Holy Spirit and the 
staff walking her through the Roman Road, she accepted Christ on 
October 18! She said that it was like a weight had been lifted off her. She 
threw her “Book of Shadows” in the trash and stated she was through 
with the life she used to live – the drugs, the violence and the worry.

To add to this great news, a state licensing worker was on the campus 
the next week doing a routine visit and asked the girls how they were 
doing. This particular child began to share with her by saying something 
like “You can’t believe what happened to me this past Sunday” and began 
talking about her salvation experience.

What a joy to see the joy and enthusiasm of this new sister in Christ.  
Another situation happened the same week. From time-to-time we 

have interns in our various programs. Most of them are Christians, but 
not all. For those who are not, we see this as an opportunity to expose 
them to a Christian social service environment. One of our interns 
began asking some spiritual questions so the supervisor asked our 
Spiritual Life Director, George Fulgham, to visit with him. George 
did and led him to Christ.

With all that is going on in the world – the pandemic, storms, the 
election, etc. – it is good to be reminded that God is still on the throne 
and is still at work to change the hearts and lives of men, women, boys, 
and girls and to give hope.

I want to wish you a blessed Thanksgiving and a joyous Christmas 
as we minister together in “serving God by responding to the needs of 
children, youth, and families to make a lasting difference in their lives.”
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Women’s Ministry Update
By Wanda Shellenbarger, Women’s Ministry Specialist and Church Engagement Catalyst

IT WAS SO EXCITING TO BE able to have the Women’s Ministry 
Training Clinic (WMTC) in September! It’s been a long and unsure 
year of wondering when we would be able to offer events again! We had 
a GREAT number of women from around the State at the WMTC and 
experienced a wonderful time together. We looked at the new things, 
new ways and new doors the Lord is opening to us to reach many more 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We have so many women wanting to attend a WMTC, that we have 
already opened registration for the next one to be held April 9-10, 2021 
at the Camden Hotel and Convention Center in Branson. You can go 
to www.mbch.org, click on the banner at the top of the page and it will 
take you to the registration page. 

The registration fee is only $40 per person. SEATING IS LIMITED 
so register soon! All materials for the Training Clinic as well as lunch 
on Saturday, are included in the $40 registration fee. 

Numerous resources will be given away. We’ll also have Irene Hurt, 
one of our regional Women’s Ministry leaders, with us to represent 
Monarch Jewelry. All of the sales proceeds will go to support MBCH’s 
Freedom 43:19 ministry, which is our Human Trafficking Rescue 
Program.

Women attending the Training Clinic will be given the scriptural 
tools to be the best leader they can be. Interactive classes and fresh 
biblical insights on leadership roles will leave you refreshed, renewed 
and excited to return to the ministry field to better serve both now and 
in the future. All of the newest LifeWay Women’s Bible Studies will be 
available for your review. 

In our time together we will be looking at the following topics:
• How Did We Get Here and Where Do We Go From Here? 

(Societal Issues)
• Starting a New WM Group and Breathing New Life into Existing 

Ministry Units
• Conflict Management
• The Life of a Leader
• Ministry Areas Waiting To Be Discovered
• Girl’s Ministry and Bridging the Generation Gap
• Resource Helps/Locations
• WM Structures and WM in the Small Church
• Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing
• Networking with Other WM Leaders and much, much more.
Please feel free to contact me if you are in need of a speaker for a 

conference or retreat or would like for us to share the many ministries 
of MBCH with your group. I can be reached at wanda.shellenbarger@
mbch.org or Wanda4WomensMinistry@gmail.com or 417.529.0724. 
We would LOVE to serve you and the women in your church and 
community. You can also contact me for bible study resources.

Blessed Retreat! 
THE  “BLESSED RETREAT” WILL BE HELD April 30-May 2, 
2021 at the Camden Hotel and Conference Center in Branson, MO. 
The retreat for men and women will begin at 2 pm on Friday, April 30th 
and conclude on Sunday, May 2 at Noon. (Registration will open at the 
Camden at 12:30 pm on April 30)

This retreat is for adults (18 and over) who are Developmentally 
Delayed and their sponsor. The retreat is designed for “Blessed” men 
and women who:

1. Are accompanied throughout the retreat by a sponsor/family 
member.

2. Can actively participate with minimal assistance from their 
sponsor.

3. Are comfortable in crowds and not bothered by loud noises.
4. Are willing to participate in the activities of the retreat.
5. Are capable of self-care of personal needs with minimal help and 

supervision from their sponsor.
If a “Blessed” man or woman has medical needs requiring skilled 

nursing care during the retreat, they must have their own skilled nurse 
to accompany them throughout the retreat. The sponsor will:

1. Accompany their “Blessed” man/woman at all times throughout 
the retreat.

2. Administer medications needed throughout the day, including 
emergency medications potentially required.

PARTICIPANTS WILL ENGAGE IN CRAFTS, GAMES, Bible 
study sessions and worship segments. We are working with Branson 
celebrities to provide entertainment, so there will be lots of fun surprises.

The Registration Fee is $40 per person and includes three meals 
and all materials for crafts and the retreat. To reserve overnight rooms 
at the Camden Hotel call 417.334.8404 and mention Blessed Retreat 
Rate for MBCH. The rate is only $65 per night plus tax and includes 
breakfast and evening dessert. Registration is limited to the first 100 
participants to register. 

Church Engagement
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Church Engagement

ALL NEW 

New Thing?! 
Conference for Women! 

October 07-09, 2021 
Camden Hotel and Convention Center 

Branson, MO. 
Registration opens January 4 at www.mbch.org. 

Click on the banner at the top of the page. Mark your 
calendar now!

Schedule:
Thursday, Oct. 7: 6:30 to 9 pm.
Friday, Oct. 8: 9 am – 11:30 am, 7 pm – 8:30 pm.
Saturday, Oct. 9: 9 am to 11:30 am.
While the Camden Hotel will be the host hotel and 

location for the Conference, all registrants may not be 
able to stay at the Camden so other hotels may be assigned 
to attendees for overnight stays. 

EXCITING AND NEW FOR 2021! We are  pleased to 
offer our Women’s Ministry Logo and theme for 2021 
(New Thing?!) to churches/ministry groups who would 
like to use it for their retreats or conferences in 2021. To 
download the logo, go to www.mbch.org and click on 
the “How We Serve” tab at the top and select “Women’s 
Ministry” or “Church Engagement.” 

Cornerstone Baptist Church in Lamar donated school 
supplies for our kids to help our foster parents with the 
expense that comes with having additional children in 
their home when school starts. Thank you Cornerstone 

Baptist Church for giving to our kids!
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Virtual Reality
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

IT SEEMS NOW THAT WE ARE utilizing so many more virtual 
options for everything. We live-stream church services, on-line 
shopping has increased dramatically, and people have discovered that 
they can meet virtually with zoom or other video communication tools 
to stay connected. With Covid-19 responses varying across the state, 
church pastors and leadership teams are finding themselves having to 
think strategically about how to do ministry in an effective way, and yet, 
still stay in compliance with local county regulations.

This is a season that has required some ingenuity and creativity for 
sure. Sadly, it appears that some churches have sort of pushed the pause 
button and are waiting for the virus to go away and things to go back to 
how they were before the pandemic. Unfortunately, with the pandemic 
came more disconnection and chaos in people’s lives, and the number 
of people who are lonely, struggling, and hurting has actually increased. 
So, this is no time for the church to hit the pause button. If your strategy 
has been to wait out the virus, perhaps you may want to reconsider.

Many churches’ primary strategy for sharing the Gospel was to have 
people come to their building an attend a church service. Now that this 
is being impacted with new safety protocols, as well as people’s fears 
from Covid-19, it would seem it is time for some new strategy. Fewer 
people are willing to participate in a face to face church service now 
due to fear of the virus, but even before the pandemic many people in 
your community were not attending church. We have to recognize that 
our strategy to fulfill the great commission has to involve ways to get 
outside the four walls of our churches and develop relationships with 
people in our communities.

OUR CHURCH ENGAGEMENT TEAM HAS DONE our best 
to adapt to these new virtual realities, and we find ourselves hosting 
webinars, on-line trainings, and virtual meetings as we seek to come 
alongside the church to support effective ministries to children, youth, 
and families even during this pandemic. Our church engagement team 
is able to offer a variety of trainings designed to equip people in your 
church. The reality is that nearly all of these can be offered virtually.

Our Open Table Project, which is designed to equip lay people in 
your church to get outside the four walls of the church and develop 
relationships with people in need in your community, may be a strategy 
worth considering. Our team can assist you in identifying lay lead-
ership to lead in this ministry, and then providing them the training 
they need and supporting them as they recruit other lay people to be 
equipped to serve those in the community.

Your church can form tables equipped to serve a young person 
aging out of foster care, or a survivor of human trafficking, or a hurting 
individual or family in your church or community. We can do the 
training virtually, and you can even operate a table virtually if needed, 
and MBCH can use our connections to refer people in need in your 
community for your tables to serve.

While many things have stopped or slowed down due to the virus, 
this is a great time to consider offering training to equip your ministry 
teams and volunteers. We have multiple certified facilitators that can 
offer training from Darkness to Light known as Stewards of Children, 
we can offer it virtually, and at no cost to your church. The church has 
a role to play in the prevention of child sexual abuse by learning the 
steps to keeping children safe and implementing them in the church to 
ensure a safe ministry environment. You can partner with MBCH to 
equip your youth and children’s ministry staff and volunteers as well as 
any concerned adult with training to prevent child abuse, and it can be 
done right from the convenience of their home at a time your church 
selects for their group.

VIRTUAL TRAININGS ARE A GREAT WAY to better equip 
people in your church for the work of the ministry, and we have a variety 
of options to assist your church. As you work on your strategies to make 
an impact during this season, I would urge you to consider reaching 
out to our church engagement team we would love to hear what your 
ministry needs are and see if we can come alongside your church and 
offer resources to better equip your ministries with children, youth, and 
families. You can reach me at david.burch@mbch.org.

Church Engagement

Missions/Ministry Opportunities 
at MBCH

You don’t have to work in a church or go to a distant 
“mission field” to be actively involved in ministry and 
missions. You can impact the lives of children, youth and 
families with the Gospel right here in Missouri. Every day, 
MBCH “missionaries” are making a lasting difference in lives by 
serving “the least of these.”

Because of a lack of staff, MBCH Children and Family 
Ministries has been forced to close some of our Therapeutic 
Group Homes. That reduces the number of children who will 
hear about the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

If you would like to learn more about becoming an MBCH 
Missionary, call 800-264-6224 and ask for Human Resources.
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MBCH Children & Family Ministries

Depressed? You Are Not Alone
Kathy L. Woods, LPC, Counseling Center Coordinator

IF YOU SUFFER FROM DEPRESSION, YOU are not alone. 
According to the World Health Organization, 322 million people 
worldwide suffer from depression today.

People suffered from depression in Biblical times, too. Did you know 
that Jeremiah, David, Job and even Jesus suffered with depression? Please 
see the following scriptures: Lamentations 3:17-20; Jeremiah 20:14, 
18; Psalms 69:13-15; Job 10:1; Job 3:26; Mark 14:34-36; Luke 22:44; 
and Isaiah 53:3. You will not find the word “depression” in the Bible, 
but you will find words such as downcast, brokenhearted, troubled, 
miserable, mourning and despairing.

Major Depression is an episode of sadness or apathy that last for 
at least two consecutive weeks and is severe enough to interrupt daily 
activities. The Burns Depression Checklist uses 4 categories in describing 
depressive symptoms: Thoughts and Feelings, Activities and Personal 
Relationships, Physical Symptoms, and Suicidal Urges. 

If you are having severe depressive symptoms and/or suicidal 
thoughts, I would suggest getting help from a therapist. In the event that 
you might be having suicidal thoughts with a plan to harm, you need 
to seek immediate medical intervention (i.e. going to the emergency 
room of your local hospital).

MANY PEOPLE FEEL HOPELESS AND ALONE in their 
depression, but there are many things you can do to get help with your 
depression and/or alleviate the symptoms of depression. Here is a list of 
things you can do:
1. Learn about depression 
2. Find a good therapist
3. Find a psychiatrist for medication to decrease depressive symptoms 
4. Practice good self-care (healthy eating, exercise, proper rest)
5. Change thought patterns – think positively (a therapist can help 

with this)
6. Learn and practice breathing exercises 
7. Learn and practice relaxation exercises
8. Keep a journal or your thoughts and feelings
9. Build a support system/Join a support group 
10. Download depression apps to your smartphone, (i.e., CBT Thought 

Diary, Moodpath, Sanvello for Stress, Anxiety, & Depression)
11. Reach out to Behavioral Health Response ACI at 314-469-6644 

or 1-800-811-4760
12. Reach out to the National Suicide Prevention Hotline (if needed) 

1-800-273-TALK (8255) or suicidepreventionlifeline.com

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE ALONE in your depression. The Lord 
walks with us in everything we face, even when we don’t feel it. Psalms 
34:18 says, “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.” Psalms 55:22 says, “Cast your burden on the Lord, and 
He will sustain you; He will never permit the righteous to be moved.”

We have a Power higher than us, who will give us strength and hope. 
The Lord, also tells us, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” (Mathew 11:28)

If you or someone you know needs therapy, please contact us at the 
MBCH Counseling Center. You can call 314-739-6811, Ext. 1373 or 
email kathy.woods@mbch.org.

Winner of Russell L. Martin 
Scholarship Announced

The first recipient of the Russell 
L. Martin Scholarship is Kaitlyn 
R idenour of Joplin, Missouri. 
Kaitlyn is pursuing a career in 
cosmetology and is registered for 
the fall semester at Paul Mitchell, 
The School in Springfield, Missouri.

T he R u s s e l l  L .  M a r t i n 
Scholarship was established by 
the Missouri Baptist Foundation 
to benefit someone whose life 
has been touched by Missouri 

Baptist Children’s Home. The scholarship is awarded to someone who 
is pursuing post-high school education in either college or a trade/
professional school.

Kaitlyn is a hard worker who set a goal of attaining her HiSet high 
school equivalency before she turned 17-years-old – and achieved that 
goal. Traditional loans for higher education are difficult to obtain for 
students under the age of 18, so this scholarship will make it possible 
for Kaitlyn not only to earn her credentials but to leave school debt-free.

MBCH is very proud of Kaitlyn. She is an example of the mission 
statement: “serving God by responding to the needs of children, youth 
and families to make a lasting difference in their lives.”
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Dear Friends,
Many of us have traditions in our family, workplace, Sunday school 

class or small group of drawing names for “Secret Santa” gift-giving. 
Can you imagine drawing the name of the ONE family member or 
co-worker you were hoping NOT to get? Whoever it is, this person has 
treated you badly in the past. Maybe this person spread lies or rumors 
about you. Maybe they stole something from you or wrecked your car. 
Or maybe they hurt someone you love.

What kind of gift would you give that person? Would he/she be a 
candidate for a special gift that you spent hours looking for? Probably 
not. But, now imagine that a new rule was introduced this year. The 
person whose name you drew is allowed to request ANYTHING they 
wanted of you and you are REQUIRED to give it to them. And it just 
so happens that this person has asked for your most prized possession. 
Could you give it to them?

“Cassandra” is a person many in our world would consider someone 
to whom you would never consider giving a special gift. When she was 
brought to MBCH, she had just been rescued from human trafficking 
and was using methamphetamine. She wasn’t sure if she wanted help or 
to get off drugs. While most of the activities that we would look down 
on or even condemn her for were forced on her, she still wasn’t the kind 
of person we would want to invite to our family Christmas celebrations.

Giving the most special gift to undeserving people is the story of 
Christmas. Romans 5:8 says, “But God showed His great love for us by 
sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.”

When we were lost in the worst of our sins, we had the audacity to 
ask God for eternal life. And what did He do? HE GAVE IT TO US! 
And it cost Him His most prized possession – His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Our wonderful Christian staff did not judge or condemn Cassandra. 
They poured themselves into her life, let her know they believed in her 
and shared Jesus with her through words and actions. She celebrated 
one year of sobriety in July! She is well on her way to earning her high 
school equivalency diploma and has obtained part-time employment. 
Most importantly, Cassandra opened her heart to Christ and has a 
relationship with Him! This year, she will celebrate her first Christmas 
as a child of God because God gave the gift she needed most even when 
she deserved it the least.

As you know, Human Trafficking Rescue is just one of the ministries 
of MBCH. All of our ministries are unique in their own ways, but they 
share one characteristic – our clients hear about (and see) the love of 
Jesus and how He can give them hope, joy and peace in the midst of 
their troubled lives.

It is your faith – in Christ and in the ministry of MBCH – that is 
critical to our success. We are providing care for hundreds of children, 
youth and families in our campus-based and community-based 
ministries this year and their needs continue to grow. Many of them 
had never heard the story of Jesus before being placed with MBCH. We 
need your financial support to help us continue to share hope, healing 
and restoration with our kids.

I know that the celebrations of Thanksgiving and Christmas this 
year may be somewhat different in our homes and churches than we 
are used to. Gathering for big meals and parties with family and friends 
may be curtailed. Church choirs (adult and children) may not be able 
to prepare and present the customary programs. “Zoom” may replace 
travel for many. But we will still be able to celebrate God’s love and 
faithfulness to us. We will still find ways to express our love for our 
families and friends. 

Christmas for the children and teenagers at MBCH has always been 
different from the celebrations we think of as “normal”. These days 
are difficult for them as they work through severe trauma, unpleasant 
memories, conflicted emotions and periods of loneliness. They long to 
be a part of a “normal” family. They wish for the family get-togethers 
that other children take so much for granted. But our children don’t 
take many things for granted – they don’t have that luxury.

As our direct-care staff and foster parents begin to prepare the 
children for Christmas this year, they are teaching them about God’s 
love. They are telling the stories of how God’s great gift is not only for 
the “good” people – it has always been for the lost, hurting and hopeless. 
That is the gift of restoration – the gift of everlasting hope.

And that is what makes us different from almost every other child care 
agency in the state. We know it’s not enough for us to care for children, 
counsel them, advise them and guide them. Our staff and foster parents 
believe they are called to this ministry and that their most important 
job is to share Jesus with the children in their care.

Will you please commit to praying for our children during this 
difficult holiday season? Pray that God’s people will find a way to show 
them the love of Christ in a very personal way.

I know I can count on you to prayerfully consider making a generous 
gift to MBCH before the end of the year. If you are in a position to help 
our children financially at this time, I thank you in advance. 

I pray that God will grant you and your family a blessed Christmas 
season.

   Blessings,

   Russell L. Martin
   President

P.S. Please mail your gift to MBCH, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, 
Bridgeton, MO 63044. You can also make your gift on-line at 
www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” button and select 
“Christmas” as the gift designation.

Will You Help Us Give the Gift of Hope to Our Children?
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Making a Lasting Difference

Professions of Faith
ANSWERED PRAYERS! OUR FOSTER PARENTS ARE active 
in their churches which is a great way for our children to be fed spiritually 
and learn about our loving heavenly father. Some of our children are very 
open to having a relationship with Jesus but some of our children come 
to our homes angry and not understanding what a healthy relationship 
even looks like.

Our Foster Parents model healthy relationships that are safe and 
loving which often can open the child’s heart to learning more about 
God. This month we had a teenager in one of our Treatment Foster Care 
homes that made a profession of faith. This young lady said, “I finally 
realized that God was the missing piece in my life!”

At MBCH Children and Family Ministries we are blessed to have 
Christian Foster Parents who have the freedom to share the good news 
of Jesus with the children in their homes. When our Treatment Family 
Care (TFC) Specialists complete the initial assessment of a new child 
in our program they also assess what the child believes regarding God.

At the end of August, one of our TFC Specialists contacted a foster 
parent to see what the new child, in the home, believed. This opened 
up a conversation between the TFC Parent and the child to talk about 
Jesus and the child accepted Jesus as his savior!

Within this mission field some of our interactions with children 
can be years long or only a fleeting moment. Our MBCH Employees 
and foster parents’ mission field is extremely important and extremely 
impactful for hurting children who have experienced trauma and loss. 

High School Graduate
ANGELA IS AN 18-YEAR-OLD WHO DID an excellent job in 
working towards her high school diploma. She was behind in credits and 
was set to graduate in December of 2020; however, she worked really 
hard to finish by May 2020 so that she could graduate with her class.

Angela has a very strong faith and enjoys hearing and learning 
more about God from staff and volunteers. She also appreciates the 
opportunity for staff to pray with her whenever she is feeling anxious 
or confused about her next steps. She has enjoyed participating in the 
virtual church services with staff and other residents.

For Angela’s graduation, MBCH staff and other residents decorated 
an MBCH van and drove through the drive up graduation in support 
of her. She had family members who came and supported her as well. 
Angela was very appreciative, happy, and emotional during the ceremony. 
We are proud of Angela and her achievement!

God Provides Skilled Staff
WHEN CHILDREN/YOUTH COME INTO STATE CUSTODY 
due to abuse/neglect, our job is to try to minimize the trauma they have 
already experienced. One huge way to do that is when we can locate a 
relative where the child can be placed.

Camp Alternatives
BECAUSE OF COVID-19, THE MBCH CAMP CONNECT 
had to be cancelled 
this year. A number of 
“Camp Alternatives” 
were planned for each 
campus.

The events on the 
Hutchens Campus in 
Mt. Vernon and the Byrne 
Ca mpus i n Pec u l ia r 
featured Brad Bennett 
and his team from Real 
Encounter Outreach – a 
ministry made up of professional athletes who use action sports and 
extreme sportsconnect with all ages of people in order to share the 

Gospel message. (Brad is 
also the Making Disciples 
Director for the Missouri 
Baptist Convention.)

O u r Ca mpu s L i fe 
Supervisor, Katie Roam, 
reported that the Camp 
Alternative event at the 
Hutchens Campus was a 

success! The kids had an absolute blast, and heard the Gospel message 
in a powerful way. It was a night our kids 
won’t forget! 

The residents at the Byrne Campus  also 
thoroughly enjoyed the event. One of our 
residents made a profession of faith which 
is what it’s all about! 

Just imagine if you had to be removed from your home. You would 
want to be placed with a relative or someone you already know, wouldn’t 
you? Grandparents, aunts/uncles, etc., step up all the time to take in 
relative children/youth, sometimes at great sacrifice due to their own 
family situations, but they do it because they love their grandchild or 
niece/nephew and want to provide a safe refuge for them.

Relative providers need lots of support and reassurance as they 
navigate the child welfare system. Our Family Resource Development 
Specialists are there to provide that support.

One of our new relative referrals has Spanish as their first language, 
and we are so glad to have one of our new employees, Genesis, who just 
happened to be up next for a new case and just happens to speak fluent 
Spanish to be assigned to this family! What a blessing for this family to 
have Genesis as their Specialist and what an opportunity it is for Genesis 
to provide support, care, and to share Christ’s love with this family.
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Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Churches recognize the third Sunday in January 

as Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. In 2021, the date 
will be January 17. We hope you will spend time to 
join us in prayer and mourning for the loss of more 
than 62 million babies and the pain suffered by those 
who are suffering the loss from those decisions.

This day celebrates the intrinsic value of all human 
life. This important day also provides an opportunity 
for MBCH Children and Family Ministries and The 
LIGHT House to share about the work we do to bring 
life-affirming resources to help empower women 
to choose life for their unborn children through our 
Pregnancy Services ministries.

MBCH Children and Family Ministries encourages 
you to celebrate Sanctity of Life Sunday in your 
church and community. Resources are available 
on our website at www.mbch.org. (Similar 
materials are available for The LIGHT House at 
 www.lighthousekc.org.)

Sanctity of Life Sunday

She Ain’t Heavy, She’s My Sister
By Von Hulin, Program Director

JILLIAN HAD BEEN DOWN THIS ROAD before. She wanted a 
better life for Tessa who in her brief life had seen and experienced more 
than anyone should have – especially for a 3-year-old! Substance use 
and unhealthy relationships had taken their toll on Jillian and it had 
become more than she could handle. When neighbors found Tessa at 
home alone earlier this year, the Children’s Division became involved 
which brought Tessa into state custody.

Jillian’s sister, Maggie, would be called on to take Tessa into her 
home and care for her. Maggie knew this was something she had to do 
as she would do anything for her niece and her sister. This was no small 
commitment for Maggie.

Her own children are in Middle School and High School, so life 
looks very different with a 3-year-old who misses her mother. The car 
seat, regular schedule, daycare and doctor appointments are just a 
few of the practical things added to their lives. When you add in court 
hearings, Family Support Team meetings, various worker visits in the 
home, an in depth home study and visits for Tessa and Jillian, this was 
a lot for anyone to absorb.

After some time, Tessa got somewhat settled into Maggie’s family. 
Maggie’s husband and children helped out where they could and Tessa 
was now a part of the “regular” routine in their household. Jillian had 

good days and not so good days and there were times that no one would 
hear from her for weeks – even months at a time.

ONE DAY, TESSA’S CASE MANAGER CALLED Maggie to say 
that she had heard from Jillian. She was pregnant again and due any 
day. Jillian knew that her drug screen would be positive and wanted the 
baby to go to her sister. The case manager expected a pause and some 
questions from Maggie. Instead, Maggie said, “We’ll start getting ready. 
Let us know when the baby is born.” She then asked, “How is Jillian?”

Within the week Jillian gave birth to Sam. There were a few issues 
with his health due to the drug exposure, but when Maggie met her 
nephew she knew he was perfect. Maggie and her family added another 
car seat, crib, lots of diapers and all kinds of baby equipment. They are 
once again finding their new “regular” routine. Jillian has made some 
progress in her recovery and now has regular visits with Tessa and Sam.

It is too early to know what the rest of the story will be. Pray for the 
parents who struggle with addictions and are working on being the best 
parents they can be for their children. Pray for the relatives whose love 
for their family is far greater than the frustrations and pain that often 
come with those relatives. Pray for the children caught in the middle 
who need all of the love and healing they can get.

She Prayed for Guidance
By Sarah Bailey, Pregnancy Services Specialist
COVID-19 HAS AFFECTED 
SO MANY IN this community, 
state, and world including my 
client, Delaney. Delaney was a 
mother of three children and 
expecting her fourth child. She had 
very little support and had a hard 
time asking for help. Delaney had 
recently left a domestic violence 
relationship when she was admitted to our pregnancy program. She was 
injured, on bed rest and unable to work. 

She was at a very low point in her life. She felt like giving up but after 
emotional support from her Pregnancy Services Specialist her spirits 
were lifted. She prayed for help and guidance through this difficult time.

 Delaney was led to other resources in the area as well as encouraged 
to reach out to family members. With the help of family, local resources 
and MBCH, her bills were paid for the following month until she can 
return to work.

Delaney welcomed a sweet, baby boy and is home bonding with 
him. She thanked her Pregnancy Services Specialist for her support 
and knows that God answered her prayers. Pray for Delaney and others 
in similar situations that God would watch over them and protect them. 
Pray for strength and wisdom as they make difficult decisions.
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Maternity Home Restored to it’s Original Beauty
By Andrea McAdam, Community Program Manager

Our maternity home is a beautiful 3-story house that was built in 1904, and is part of the Greystone Historic 
District. As any house does through the years, it was needing some exterior work; the paint was peeling, the 
soffits and porch ceiling had holes which critters were taking advantage of and our gutters were falling off.

Due to weather and personal emergencies,it took us more than a year to get the work started, but it is now 
completed! Over the summer, we had the carpentry work completed by D.L. Custom Home Constructions, 
the house painted by Pro Colors LLC, and the gutters replaced by Water-A-Way guttering LLC. We were 
very pleased with each company as they all worked hard 
to preserve the history of the house and integrity of our 
program! We are thrilled to restore the beauty of the home!

The staff at the maternity home are excited for the 
updates and have made comments, such as, “The house 
looks more inviting,” “I love the color combination,” and “The 
house looks so much better.” We love the outcome, and we 
hope you do too! 

Maternity Home 
Christmas List

• New Infant Exersaucer
• New Pack-N- Play with 

Bassinette
• 5 New Large Duffle Bags
• Individual throw blankets
• Slippers

Outreach Program 
Christmas Needs

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the regularly 
s c h e d u l e d  i n - p e r s o n 
C h r i s t m a s  p a r t y  w i l l 
be adjusted to a “drive-
through” pickup. Our goal 
is to provide Walmart gift 
cards for each mom, child 
and baby to ensure each 
family is able to have gift 
items for Christmas.

Here is how you can help!

• Do a Walmart gift card 
drive within your family, 
small group church, etc. 
Increments of $10 & $20 
perferred.

• Collect small gift items 
including new baby items, 
toys, games, craft kits and 
gifts for moms that we can 
provide to families.

• Volunteer to help on the 
evening of December 17

• Contact Julie Karanja for 
more information!

juliek.lighthouse@mbch.
org or call 816-361-2233.

The LIGHT House

New In-Home Services
We have long hoped to have a pregnancy in-home 

services program.  Most of our clients are served in a 
group setting and we felt (especially with COVID) 
that allowing for one-on-one services to families in 
our community would be a great way to continue to 
meet their needs. This program will be designed for 
a worker to make regular visitsto a client’s home to 
provide counseling/education/support to pregnant 
moms along with needed tangible supplies.

Andrea McAdam will be developing and starting 
the program under her new responsibilities as 
Community Program Manager. We will slowly roll 
out this program; Andrea will be both the manager 
and case manager until we have a full caseload. Once 
a full case load is established we will add qualified 
employees who will also carry a case load. 

These photos show the 
“Before” and “After” for 

the front of the house 
and windows, along with 
an “After” for the porch.

• Pick one month in 2021 to collect.
• Collect diapers & wipes! Check for specific 

sizes needed.
• Or donate a $200 Sam’s or Walmart Gift Card
• Arrange for delivery

Think you can help? 
Contact Julie at juliek.lighthouse@mbch.org

A grant that has provided more than 
5,000 diapers has run out and 

we need your help!
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In August, our Outreach Assistant, 
SK Oliver retired after more than 
13 years of service to The LIGHT 

House Ministry.  She has blessed 
us through the years with her 

commitment to our clients and 
great care of our Baby Boutique.  

Pictured with SK are Kallie 
Lampone and Vonda Breedlove 

who both volunteered in the 
Boutique for nearly 8 years!  

We are so appreciative of their 
combined years of service and will 

deeply miss them.

LIGHT House Outreach 
Update

Since the onset of the 
pandemic, services have had 
to be adjusted to ensure safety 
as we continue to meet the 
needs of our families in the 
community.

To date we have distributed 
the following:

• 79 Boxes of Food (Thanks to 
Metro Christian Fellowship!)

• 421 Packages of Diapers

• 26 Backpacks full of School 
Supplies

• Almost 2,600 baby, toiletry 
and household items!

While we look forward to a 
time when we can gather our 
families together again, we are 
grateful to be able to continue 
to meet practical needs! 
Preparations are currently 
being made for drive-through 
distributions of Thanksgiving 
Dinner boxes & Christmas gifts 
to continue to assist our families 
during this challenging time.

The LIGHT House is Changing Lives!
KAYLEE’S GUARDIAN WORKED FULL-
TIME AND FELT Kaylee should be somewhere 
where she could have adult supervision at all times 
throughout her pregnancy. As a young teen pregnant 
with her first child, Kaylee was interested in staying 
somewhere where she could acquire parenting skills. 
They agreed that The LIGHT House maternity home 
could meet both of their goals.

In the midst of COV ID-19 and all of the 
uncertainty over what this school year would look 
like, Kaylee has been able to attend her new school 
virtually with occasional activities in the school 
building in small groups where she could interact with 
some of her class mates. Kaylee came from a small 
rural area where the school had limited resources. She 
was so excited to find out about all of the programs 
and resources offered at her new school. Kaylee has 
been very faithful to attend her classes every school 
day and thoroughly enjoys her teachers and on-line 
class mates.

At The LIGHT House, Kaylee has actively 
participated in her prenatal and life skills classes 
and enjoys learning. She has been very positive and 
verbally encouraging to others at the maternity home. 
Kaylee really enjoys the outings and activities offered 
at The LIGHT House such as playing games, going 
to the zoo, thrift store shopping and eating out with 
staff and the other residents. The LIGHT House also 
has a nurse on staff that has been able to help her 

get her prenatal care transferred to a local doctor as 
well as get an eye exam and a dental exam. Kaylee 
also participates in weekly case management and 
counseling. Kaylee has been thriving at The LIGHT 
House and is expecting a beautiful baby boy very soon.

GILLIANNA CAME TO THE LIGHT HOUSE 
maternity home because her family and the baby’s 
father were not able to provide the support and 
stability she needed during her pregnancy. Gillianna 
needed time to work on herself and prepare for the 
arrival of her baby.  At The LIGHT House, she has 
been able to work on both of those goals.

During her stay, Gilianna has received medical 
care, counseling, case management, prenatal and 
life skills classes as well as baby supplies from our 
clothing boutique. She also received First Aid/CPR 
training from our nurse for a job she recently acquired. 
Gilianna has taken full advantage of all opportunities 
The LIGHT House has provided to help her care for 
herself, her baby and prepare for independent living.

Gilianna has also demonstrated many qualities 
that will help her achieve long-term success.  She 
has a strong work ethic, both on the job and at the 
maternity home. She has been diligently saving her 
earnings to purchase a car and get her own place. 
Gilianna has also been a peer role model for the other 
residents at The LIGHT House.

November 5 Things to do in KC/Quality Time with Kids

December 3 Manly Skills

January 7 Raising Boys, Raising Girls

February 4 Budgeting

March 4  Balancing Work and Family

April 1  Raising Kids in Community 
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I Want to Turn-around “Messed Up” Plans
Dear friends,

Have you ever made plans for Christmas that just didn’t work out? 
Maybe it was a special meal that you worked hard to prepare, but it never 
tasted just right. Or maybe travel plans really got messed up and you 
or a loved one arrived at the intended destination several hours late or 
were unable to make it at all. Perhaps the perfect gift turned out to be 
not so perfect after all. And, of course, Christmas plans for most of us 
this year will be messed up by the pandemic we have been experiencing 
for several months.

The more I think about Christmas, the more I realize that the 
very first Christmas involved messed up plans. Mary didn’t plan to 
get pregnant before marriage. Joseph didn’t plan to become the step-
father of God’s Son. The people of Israel didn’t plan to make long trips 
back to their home towns for a census. The shepherds didn’t plan to be 
startled and frightened by angels. Mary didn’t plan to give birth in a 
stable after a long, tiring journey. These were all things that worked out 
differently than the people expected, but God blessed them – and the 
world – through messed up plans.

Most of the young ladies in our care at The LIGHT House have had 
their plans messed up. They didn’t plan their pregnancies. They didn’t 
plan to become mothers before they graduated from high school. They 
didn’t plan for their families to provide little or no support during their 
pregnancies. But God is still in the business of taking our messed up 
plans and working things according to HIS plan and purpose.

Tatyana came to The LIGHT House Maternity Home through the 
assistance of a local police officer. She had been staying at a temporary 
homeless shelter, but was 21 weeks pregnant with a high-risk pregnancy. 
Tatyana also had a history of trauma and needed a safe place to stay 
where staff had experience in dealing with trauma and providing 
maternity care. Nothing was going according to the plans and dreams 
that she had for her life.

At The LIGHT House, Tatyana has participated in many prenatal, 
parenting and life skills classes. She was able to acquire items needed 
for her baby through our Baby Boutique. She received education and 
support for her high-risk pregnancy from the on-site nurse and has also 
had access to our counselor to work on some personal issues.

Your gift will help us create a place where God works miracles in the 
midst of messed up plans. You can make it possible for us to minister 
to young ladies like Tatyana who are experiencing one of the most 
traumatic times of their lives. You can make it possible for life to grow 
from despair. The young ladies in our maternity home desperately need 
your prayerful support.

Because of caring, praying, and giving people like you, our staff was 
able to assist Tatyana in completing her high school equivalency, find 
employment and begin the college enrollment process. The birth of  her 
baby boy postponed some of her college plans but she has enrolled in 
on-line college classes for business administration so she can continue 
with her education and take care of her newborn baby. Mom and baby 
are doing well.

Even more importantly, we have been able to share the love of Jesus 
Christ with Tatyana. She has heard the gospel and has seen it lived out 
all around her. Without the prayer and financial support of hundreds of 
people she will never meet, Tatyana may not have come to understand 
God’s great love for her.

As I was writing this letter, the local Christian radio station was on 
in the background. When I paused from writing to think about what I 
wanted to say next, I heard these words from a Casting Crowns song: 
“Your world’s not falling apart, it’s falling into place. I’m on the throne, stop 
holding on and just be held. Just be held.”

That is not what we typically consider a “Christmas Song,” but I 
think those are words that God spoke to Mary and Joseph when they 
thought their world was falling apart. He was in control and He just 
wanted them to let Him love and comfort them. And with her newborn 
son in her arms – as she held the Son of God – Mary understood how 
God wants to hold and love His children.

These are words we share in one way or another with the young 
ladies in our care. “Your life is not over. Yes, it has changed, but God still 
has a plan and a purpose for you. Just let Him love you and comfort you. 
Let Him direct your life.”

Two thousand years after Mary and Joseph’s plans were messed up, 
we now understand how God used that situation to bring about the best 
thing that has happened in the history of mankind. And while none of 
the babies born at The LIGHT House will be the Son of God – they 
can all grow up to become Children of God as we continue to share the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ with the young ladies in our care.

Over the next few weeks you will see the beautiful nativity image of 
Mary and the Baby Jesus many times. When you do, will you remember 
The LIGHT House? And when you remember the mothers and babies 
that need to hear about and experience the life and love God makes 
available to them, will you pray for them? 

If you are in a position to help our young mothers-to-be, mothers 
and babies at this time, will you prayerfully consider sending a generous 
gift? I want to thank you in advance for sharing the joy of Christmas 
with our clients. We truly appreciate your support for our ministry and 
pray that God will grant you and your family a very happy and blessed 
Christmas season.

   Blessings,

   Russell L. Martin,
   President

P.S. You can make your gift on-line by going to www.lighthousekc.org 
and clicking on the “Donate Now” button and selecting “LIGHT House 
Christmas” as the gift designation. You can also send your gift payable 
to The LIGHT House, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 
63044. Please indicate that your gift is for “Christmas.”
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Our Children’s Christmas List

To give us adequate time to sort, wrap and distribute the 
gifts before Christmas, we prefer to receive these items by 

December 9. We will, however, gratefully receive donations 
up to the Christmas holidays. PLEASE DO NOT WRAP ITEMS!

African American Dolls – Barbie and 
baby dolls

Arts/crafts for all ages through adult
Axe cologne gift sets
Bath and body sets
Bath towels
Black hair care products, Cantu, etc. – 

no aerosols
Canvases and art supply sets
CD’S- Baby
Contemporary Christian CD’s
Coloring books, markers, colored pencils
Cozy covers for baby car seats
DVD’S- G to PG 13
Educational toys babies birth to 

2-years-old
Legos – all sizes
Men’s wallets
Model cars, non-toxic glue/paints
MP3 players with ear buds
Non-toxic glue/paints
Paw Patch Items – male and female
Purses – teens and adults, cross-overs, 

etc.
Remote control cars, helicopters, etc. 

(with batteries)
Teen devotional books
Transformers/action figures

Household Items:
Dishes, silverware sets, bathroom sets, 

dish cloths, dish towels
End tables
Lamps
Twin sheets and twin comforter sets – 

teen and adults
Weighted blankets

Gift Cards:
Pre-paid Visa
Shoe Carnival/Foot Locker
Dollar Tree/Dollar General
Target
Quik-Trip
McDonald’s
Forever 21
Macy’s
Rue 21
Beauty Supply
H&M
Carters
Children’s Place

Clothing Items:
Baby Sleepers - Newborn to size 2 

(summer and winter weights)
Outfits – Toddler Sizes 2T-4T, 5 and 6
Pajamas - boys/girls - sizes 5/6, 7/8, 

10/12, 14/16; mens sleep pants small, 
medium, large, x-large, 2x

Christmas planning is already  underway 
at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. Lists are 
being made in the hopes of making this the 
best Christmas season ever for our children 
and youth.

Our children come from lives of chaos, 
not calm; violence, not peace. Their lives 
have been filled with neglect, abuse, anger, 
betrayal and despair. Each year we work hard 
to make Christmas a wonderful experience 
for the children in our care. For many, this 
Christmas will be the FIRST time they’ve 
heard the TRUE story of Christmas. The 
holiday memories and traditions experienced 
at MBCH this year may be the only ones they 
have ever had.

You can help us make the holiday season 
special by providing Christmas presents for 
our children. The following “wish list” details 
many of the items we need to make this 
Christmas memorable.

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home has 3 
campuses and 4 offices across the state. We serve 
approximately 90 children at any one time on 
our campuses. We also work with the infants 
mothers in our Pregnancy Services programs 
and with more than 700 children of all ages in 
our foster/adoptive programs. The ages of the 
children in our care range from 6 to 21, however, 
the majority of our children are 11-18. 

Items can be sent to: 
MBCH Campus Store, 

11300 St. Charles Rock Rd., 
Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

For more information call 
1-800-264-6224 

and ask for Kathy Crawley 
or Flo Anderson.
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The following children will be celebrating their 
birthdays in the next few months. Will you please pray 

for our children on their birthday?
Kyia .....................................November 1
Jack .....................................November 6
Breanna ..............................November 7
Jeweldean ...........................November 8
Ella ....................................November 11
Ella ....................................November 11
Jessica ...............................November 13
Temika ..............................November 13
Dawn ................................November 14
Lexie .................................November 16
Todd ..................................November 18
Misti ..................................November 18
Sierra ................................November 19
Isaiah ................................November 22
Laura .................................November 23
Rebecca .............................November 24
Savannah ..........................November 26
Teresa ................................November 28
Brittany .............................November 28
Michael .............................November 30
Ahrayl ................................. December 2
Ashley ................................. December 2
Chereke ............................... December 4
Demyra ............................... December 9
Melanie ............................. December 12
Makala .............................. December 12
Brandie ............................. December 13
Matthew ........................... December 14
Peyton ............................... December 14
Kevin ................................. December 14
Peyton ............................... December 14
Shawn ............................... December 17
Jennifer ............................. December 17
Maiya ................................ December 19
Darnail .............................. December 24
Joshua ............................... December 27
Sheliah .............................. December 29
Taylyn................................ December 30
Michael ............................. December 31
Clarence ..................................January 2
Daniel .....................................January 2
Ronald ....................................January 3
Brayden ...................................January 4

Chelsie ....................................January 5
Timmia ....................................January 7
Jasmine ...................................January 7
Renata ....................................January 8
Danika .....................................January 8
Seth ......................................January 10
Elana .....................................January 10
James ....................................January 13
Abigail ..................................January 16
Fontez ...................................January 17
Jacob .....................................January 20
Stacey ...................................January 21
Samara ..................................January 26
Gabriel ..................................January 28
Gracie ....................................January 28
Jase .......................................January 30
Lashay ...................................January 31
Shawntel ...............................January 31
Elizabeth ............................... February 1
Elizabeth ............................... February 1
Jace ....................................... February 5
Paige ..................................... February 6
Skyla ..................................... February 7
Lisa ....................................... February 8
Jeannifer ............................... February 8
Monica .................................. February 8
Kelsi ...................................... February 8
Austin ................................... February 9
Rebecca ............................... February 10
Zoe ...................................... February 11
Jonathan ............................. February 12
Alice .................................... February 12
Jonathan ............................. February 12
Christian .............................. February 13
Cassidy ................................ February 18
Kevin ................................... February 20
Shanice ............................... February 21
Michael ............................... February 23
Johneisha ............................ February 24
Javeta .................................. February 26
Magnolia ............................. February 26
Javeta .................................. February 26
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The 2020 “Afternoon with the Stars” (in the morning) was delayed by COVID-19 and was reduced in 
scale for the sake of safety – crowd size was severely limited and the silent auction was eliminated – but 
the event was still a success. Clay and Tina Cooper once again generously provided their beautiful theatre. 
The entire staff of the Clay Cooper Theatre did everything possible to make MBCH feel welcome and to 
make this event go smoothly. 

A committee composed primarily of volunteers organized the event, solicited sponsors, sold tickets 
and worked faithfully on the day of the event.

Clay Cooper (Right) 
performed and served as 

Master of Ceremonies

The Irish Tenors and Celtic 
Ladies (Left) made their first 

appearance at this event.

Matt Gumm (Left) entertained with 
his comedic and musical talents.
The Hughes Brothers (above) and 

CJ Newsom (Right) made repeat appearances.
Other performers included: ABBA, 

New South and Terry Sanders.

Mark your calendars now for next year’s Branson Stars 
event: April 10, 10:00 a.m.
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Giving MBCH Ministry Recipients the Gift of Peace
By James Morrow, Vice President, MBCH Foundation

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri: Joe Nogalski, 
816-317-4430

East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 
314-327-4121

Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 
417-708-1906

Southeast/Central Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 
573-241-1113

(Foundation Services Manager)
Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Advancement Assistant)
Cindy Roberts (Bridgeton), 800-264-6224

Support

I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT WE ARE already 
headed into the end of the year. In some ways, I have 
to confess, I am glad to see 2020 passing into the rear 
view mirror. This has been a trying and tumultuous 
year to say the least. The good news is that we 
are headed into the time of the year when Christ 
followers are reminded of their blessings and give 
thanks collectively for Jesus Christ; God’s greatest 
blessing to mankind.

I am excited about Christmas because it will serve 
to remind me that one of the Father’s greatest promises 
through His Son is peace. Through the advent of 
Jesus Christ God made peace possible in personal 
salvation (Luke 2:13-14) and someday for our entire world (Rev. 21:4).

Peace is something that we strive for but is often illusive. We strive 
for it in our personal lives as we live in increasing stress with increasing 
demands. We strive for it in our local churches in a society increasingly 
opposed to the Gospel. We strive for it collectively for our world as 
we see in the news so many instances of conflict, turmoil, and strife.

AT MBCH PEACE IS SOMETHING WE strive to bring into the 
lives of our ministry recipients across Missouri. So many of them are 
coming to our ministry from difficult environments full of abuse, neglect 
and abandonment and in these lives God calls us to be “peacemakers” 

(Mt. 5:9). How will you help us bring peace into lives 
that are so desperately in need of it as we close out 
2020?

The end of the year is so important to all charities. 
This is true for your local church and this year it is 
especially true for your MBCH. MBCH has been 
hit hard by the new realities crated by the Covid-19 
pandemic. We pray that God will call our supporters 
across the state to support us through year-end giving 
that will continue to allow us to be “peacemakers” 
through our Gospel-centered ministries and services.

PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER giving 
a year-end tax credit gift, an IRA Qualifying 

Charitable Distribution, supporting our Giving Tuesday event, and/or 
giving an above usual general donation this year-end. You can be the 
agent by which God brings peace into the life of a hurting child, youth 
or family.

If you are interested in making a year-end gift please contact your 
local regional representative or email development@mbch.org.

As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in 
and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least 
of these”!

2021 Missouri River Quilt Auction, Craft, and Bike 
Show

The Missouri River Quilt Auction, Craft and Bike Show is 
the newest event benefiting MBCH.  It is sponsored by First 
Baptist Church of Weston. Please pray for this new event.  
Pray the pandemic will be settled so people will feel safe to 
attend.  Pray for good weather. And pray how the Lord would 
lead you to participate – volunteers are needed.

Mark your calendars for April 17, 2021. The event will 
be held at the Platte County Fairgrounds. Doors will open 
at 8:30 a.m. The auction will run from 10:00 a.m. to noon.

We plan to have food vendors offering breakfast and lunch, 
as well as craft vendors on the grounds. The Christian band, 
Echelon, will be performing throughout the event.

A bike show is planned with trophies to be awarded to the different classes. We will 
need volunteers to help us with the bike show. Mike “Big Bird” Snead is overseeing the 
bike show.

We plan to pause periodically during the day for a Devotional Moment.
The committee at FBC Weston is still working out details since this is a big first time 

undertaking. If you are interested in helping, let Steve Noyes know. You can reach him 
by email at satnoyes@yahoo.com or by phone or text at 816-271-3891.



mbch.orgThe Messenger – 18

Memorials and Honorariums

MeMorials
Abron, Stephon by Grant and Rebecca 

Hendrickson (St. Charles)
Anders, Kenneth by his wife, Joyce 

Anders (Rushville)
Anders, Sara by Betty Takahashi (O’Fallon)
Arnall, Ike by Dennis and Pat Uzzell 

(Hartville)
Barksdale, Georgia Beth by her husband, 

James Barksdale (Steelville)
Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles and 

Mary Ann Brown (Lousiana)
Batson, Marty by Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Emhoff (Fair Grove)
Beckemeier, Norma by Mr. and Mrs. 

Richard G. Davis (St. Charles)
Bollinger, Faye by First Baptist Church 

Farmington (Farmington)
Boone, Frank by Mr. and Mrs. David Burch 

(Fair Grove)
Bowers, Bill and Lena by Mr. and Mrs. 

William Bowers (Independence)
Braband, Louise by David Thompson, 

George and Arlene Connell (Troy)
Branum, Carol Sue by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)
Brightwell, Ray by Cuivre River Electric 

Cooperative (Troy); Ed and Terri Moreland 
and Family (Winfield)

Britton, Ava by Ed and Cindy Jones 
(Steelville)

Brown, Erma by Charles and Mary Ann 
Brown (Louisiana)

Brown, Joseph C. by Nancy C. Brown 
(Springfield)

Brown, Kenneth by Charles and Mary Ann 
Brown (Louisiana)

Buller, Menno by Majory Klingenberg 
(Macon)

Burdick, Ernest by Roberta Burdick 
(Joplin)

Burrows, James D. by Bryan & Jacqueline 
Hatfield (Eureka); Marion Stuvland 
(Manchester); Thomas and Dena Rogers 
(O’Fallon); Mr. and Mrs. William Ronan 
(St. Charles); Sharon & Americo Cheisa 
(St. Louis); Richard and Janet Minasian 
(St. Peters)

Carriger, Howard by Bryan and Melissa 
Wollard (Fair Play)

Casale, Joseph by Summit Woods Baptist 
Church (Lee’s Summit)

Chapman, Jessica by Mr. and Mrs. Chris 
Kelly (Imperial)

Cloutier, Vicky by First Baptist Church 
(Sikeston)

Cody, Bruce by Dennis & Pat Uzzell 
(Hartville)

Cook, Cleve and Thelma by Mr. and Mrs. 
Vincent Cook (Scott City)

Cook, Nelson by LaVerne Cook (McGirk)
Cross, Dorothy by Donald and Denise Lutes 

(Fenton); Philip and Monica Obsheatz 
(Gibsonia); Kristine Weber (High Ridge); 
Donald Rhodes (Robertsville); John and 
Marilyn Wittrock (Union); Gregory and 
Kristine Cross (Washington)

Dixon, Vivian by Bruce Dixon (Kansas City)
Dye, John by Richard and Karen Wind 

(Florissant)
Faircloth, Eric by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 

Faircloth (Park Hills)
Fisher, Mary Deloris by Greg and Margaret 

Wilson (Bartlett); Boaz Friendship Club 
(Clever); Bill Ebersold, Kim Rapp, Kristie 
& Jeff McAllister (Sedalia); Thomas and 
Evelyn Mangan (Springfield)

Forbis, Donald  by  Rovera Forbis 
(California)

Fred, Mrs. Suzanne York by her mother, 
Marilyn Monks (Jefferson City)

Frohock, Irene B. by her sisters, Sherry, 
Rowena & Jean (Farmington); Gary and 
Vicki Scott (St. Genevieve)

Gross, Bessie by Randy and Patricia 
Adolph (Webster Groves)

Hamilton, Ed by Marguerite & Louis 
Wehmer (Willow Springs)

Harris, William D. by his wife, R. Lois 
Harris (Marshfield)

Helm, Vernon by his estate (St. Ann)
Hendricks, Dean and Joyce by their 

daughter, Holly Dugan (San Antonio)
Howser, Tommy by Beverly Hawkins 

(Lebanon)
Hughes, Jim by First Baptist Church of 

Farmington
Huster, Mrs. Evelyn by Second Baptist 

Church (Poplar Bluff)
Jackson, Carmen by Colonel and Mrs. Jack 

Jackson (St. Albans)
Jackson, Curtis by Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 

Cook (Scott City)
Jones, Tommy D. by Phyllis Jones (Garden 

City)
Kim, Mooy by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)
King, Mr. Ronald by Second Baptist 

Church (Poplar Bluff)

Kirksey, Jerry by Larry and Joy Smith 
(Bolivar); Stephen & Marcia Slaughter 
(Jefferson City); Jerry and Jean Melaragno 
(Loveland); The Shelton Family (Nixa); 
Eldorene Montgomery, Mary Noon and 
Charlene Aleshire (Ozark); Charles and 
Diane Peterson (Renton); Bonita Prock 
(Rolla); Dwaine and Bonnie Miles, Wanda 
McPheron (Rolla); Ellis, Ellis, Hammons 
& Johnson, PC, Eugene Robinett, Joann 
Hansen, Law Offices of Paul W. King 
(Springfield); Mivhael Conway, Tom and 
Jerry Hollis (Sun City); Bob and Sandy 
Pennington (Sun City West); David and 
Linda Amparan (Surprise)

Klemp, Kenny by First Baptist Church of 
Farmington

Klingenberg, Robert  by Chad and 
Johnna Thompson (Atlanta); Richelle 
Shoemaker (Bevier); Betty Collier (Blue 
Mound); Marsha Nichols (Centralia); 
Linda McKinstry (Danville ); Ruth Guffey 
(Independence);  Christy Farms (La 
Plata); Tim and Gina Clapp (LaBelle); 
Constance Bentz, Darwin and Carol 
Bears, Dean and Sheila Still, George and 
Julia Morgenweck, Larry and Charolette 
Murdock, Randy and Deon Muck, SALT 
Ministry at Macon First Baptist Church, 
Sam Schaeffer, T.J. and Evangeline 
Casady, Terry and Jayne Barnett (Macon); 
Paul Klingenberg (Phoenix); Gerry and 
Brenda Pratt (Pinckneyville); Rhonda 
Evans (Shawnee); B.R. Whitaker (Wichita)

Lambeth, Judy by Joy Jacobson (Crocker)
Larrick, Janice by Melba Hagman 

(Kensington)
Layman, Debbie by her parents, Tom and 

Sue Layman (Marshfield)
Lowery, Luellen Marie by Susan Masulit 

(Vandalia)
McConnell, L.C. by First Baptist Church 

(Sikeston)
Mulder, Viola by Leroy and Peggy Bryant 

(Bourbon); Warren G. Hartman (Franklin)
Neece, Mae by Tyler and Rosie Swaffar 

(Carthage); family and friends, Steven 
Owen, Owen Appraisal Service (Joplin); 
4W Metal Building Supply Co., Inc. 
(Oronogo)

Nelson, Dorothy by Charles and Mary Ann 
Brown (Louisiana)

New, Laura by Ozark Mountain Branch 
203 of the National Letter Carriers 
(Springfield)

Nolan, Wyatt and Leona by Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Hammett (Laddonia)

Norman, Charles by Second Baptist 
Church (Poplar Bluff)

Nowag, Don by Mr. and Mrs. David Winkle 
(Salem)

Pattengill, Lawrence by Larry Pattengill 
(Hartsville)

Peterson, Harold and Eula by Linda 
Hutchraft (Stanberry)

Petrie, Patricia by Dorothy Watskey 
(Carrollton)

Ramsey, Orlan and Yvonne by their 
daughter, Nancy Diggs (Maitland)

Reeves, John by Ryan and Amanda 
Stanley (Springfield)

Reeves, Kathy by Scott Reeves (Round 
Rock)

Reineke, Michael by Julia Ellen Reineke 
(Shawnee Mission)

Richardson, Bob and Greg by Naomi 
Richardson (St Clair)

Roberts, Lloyd ‘Lefty’ by Shawnee Hills 
Baptist Church (Jackson)

Robinett, Robert by Mrs. Robert Robinett 
(Grandview)

Rusbarsky, Connie by Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Rusbarsky (Kansas City)

Samuel,  Gary  by  B ett y  G ournoe 
(Springfield)

Sherrid, Shirlene by Melba Hagman 
(Kensington)

Sides, Richard by Shawnee Hills Baptist 
Church (Jackson)

Simmons, Elsie by New Salem Baptist 
Church (Marshall)

Smith, Claborn, Grace and Stephen by 
Sandy Atkinson (Jefferson City)

Smith, Eleanor by Michael and Faye Carter 
(North Augusta)

St. Clair, Noel Wayne by Providence 
Baptist Church (Williamstown)

Stephens, Harold and Betty by Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed Jordan (Cameron)

Stude, Homer by Mr. and Mrs. Hubert 
Newman (Warrenton)

Stutesmun, Norma by Pleasant Grove 
Baptist Church (Highlandville)

Summers, Rhonda by Drew and Pam 
Crabtree (Mountain View)

Swanson, Bill and Nadine by Jessica 
Geckles (Spring Hill)

Sweany, Jerry by Gordon and Mona 
McCann (Springfield)

Townsend, Laveine McGill by Sally 
Townsend (Centralia)
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Getting Excess Mail?
If you are receiving duplicate 

mailings, mailings for people who 
no longer live at your address or 
mailings for deceased individuals, 
please contact us so we can correct 
our database. To report information 
which needs to be updated/corrected, 
please cut-out and return this form or 
call 800-264-6224. 

You can also make changes on-
line by going to www.mbch.org and 
clicking on “Mailing Preferences” under 
the “Get Involved” tab. 

Address Change Form
Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:

o Change the address to: __________________________________________________

 City _________________________________________ State ______ Zip_________ 

o Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:

o Individual is deceased: please provide name _____________________________

o Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the 
 duplicate _______________)

o No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state

o Other: __________________________________________________________

Tyhurst, Betty by Josh and Becky Fisher 
(Carrollton)

Villers, Paul & Alice by Jeff and Cheri 
Nations (Sedalia)

Williams,  Neil  by  R u t h  Wa l d o n 
(Independence); Hart Baptist Church 
(Seneca)

Wilmas, Ken by Mr. and Mrs. William 
Ronan (St. Charles)

Yount, Lena & Ray by Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Belfield (Potosi)

HonorariuMs
Affolter, Nancy Jane by Dennis Affolter 

(Kirkwood)
Ford, Barbara Lorraine by Mr. and Mrs. 

Tom Johnson (Rolla)
Griggs, Eddie  by Karla  Hausman 

(Kansas City)
Hess, Marjorie by Mr. and Mrs. Bruce 

Trussell (Tina)
Hicks, Erin Schaper by Dr. and Mrs. Daniel 

Schaper (Olathe)
Lovitch, David on his 79th birthday by 

Vickie Lovitch (Buckner)
Metcalf, Mitchell by Mr. and Mrs. Timothy 

Vasques (Independence)
Muenks, Linda on her birthday by Carl and 

Lola Dyson (Springfield)
Robinson, Carol Rene by Dr. and Mrs. Ron 

Robinson (Cape Girardeau)
Sears, Lauren Schaper by Dr. and Mrs. 

Daniel Schaper (Olathe)
Trussell, Mike by Mr. and Mrs. Bruce 

Trussell (Tina)
Walker, Nelda by Mr. and Mrs. Mark 

Stuesse (House Springs)
White, Edward F. by his son, Mr. & Mrs. 

James E. White (St. Charles)
Yeats, John and Sharon on their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary by John Mark Yeats 
(Kansas City)
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