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Your Birthday Offering Is Important to Our Kids
THE BIRTHDAY OFFERING IS ONE OF the most enduring traditions at the Children’s Home.

The giving of an offering at birthday time has been a regular part of Missouri Baptist life for
more than 130 years.

While many people send their Birthday Offering directly to MBCH, most of the gifts to this offering are
contributed to the local church which then passes the funds on to us. During this time of church services
being conducted primarily through various on-line platforms, it is easy for the MBCH Birthday Offering
to be forgotten.
You can give to the MBCH Birthday Offering directly in many different ways: mail your contribution
to MBCH, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044 and put “Birthday Offering in the memo
line of your check; click the “Donate” button on our website (mbch.org) and select “Birthday Offering as
the designation; or text (text @mbch to 52014).
Those giving at least $1 for every year of life on their birthday can receive a unique Birthday Mug by
requesting it when they send in their Birthday Offering.
We are also encouraging those of you who are on social media (Facebook or Twitter) to do “peer-topeer” giving on your birthday. Simply post that you support Missouri Baptist Children’s Home and would
like to have friends and family text a gift to MBCH to remember your birthday. (Text “@mbch” to 52014).
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Blessed Retreat Rescheduled
Due to the social distancing requirements and
travel restrictions that have been made necessary
due to the COVID-19 virus has caused MBCH
to cancel or postpone several scheduled events.

CANCELED
MBCH Golfers for Kids Golf Tournament
Camp Connect
Ozarks Berry Festival
at Macedonia Baptist Church

POSTPONED
Strawberry Festival (August 22)
Afternoon with the Stars (September 26)
Women’s Ministry Training Clinic
(September 25-26)
Blessed Retreat (October 9-11)
(You will find more details about the rescheduled events
elsewhere in this Messenger.)
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The Blessed retreat for adults with Developmental
Delays and their families or sponsors has been
rescheduled for September 9-11.
This retreat is not just for clients at MBCH’s
Country Haven or Branches at Brookline. It is open to
Developmentally Delayed adults age 18 and up from
anywhere in the state. The event will be held at the
Camden Hotel and Convention Center in Branson.
We have designed this retreat with crafts, breakout classes, corporate worship, great food, special
desserts and an option of seeing the production of
Noah at Sight and Sound Theater (separate tickets
must be purchased at the time of registration).
We urge you to visit our website: www.mbch.org
and look for the scrolling banner across the top of the
main page titled Blessed Retreat. Click on that banner
and you will find registration and hotel information,
including a link for registration.
For more information, please contact Wanda
Shellenbarger by phone at 417-529-0724 or email
wanda.shellenbarger@mbch.org.

The MBCH Family of Corporations
is composed of:
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home
MBCH Children and Family
Ministries
The LIGHT House
MBCH Properties
MBCH Foundation
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home is a
Cooperative Program ministry.

“Publish His glorious deeds
among the nations.
Tell everyone about the amazing
things He does.”
Psalm 96:3 (NLT)
mbch.org

President’s Update
had no
idea we would be dealing with a pandemic
that has occupied so much of our attention
and time. We have had to practice social
distancing and many have experienced
shortages in grocery stores, particularly in
the paper goods aisles.
WHEN WE BEGAN THIS YEAR, WE

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic that
rapidly impacted our world has obviously affected
the ministries of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home.
Like everyone else, we have been monitoring this
pandemic very closely. We have adjusted policies and
procedures which allows us to follow the guidelines
and restrictions developed by the health and governmental authorities.
We balance that with continuing to provide care to children, youth,
and families.
We are now well into the various restrictions and MBCH’s responses
to those restrictions. Because of the seriousness of this situation and the
stress it can place on the staff and the clients we are privileged to serve,
I posted an announcement on the intranet for our staff and thought you
might enjoy reading it (and perhaps even utilizing the suggestion, should
you feel stress, tension, anxiety, and/or panic coming on).
“It would be easy to fall prey to the enemy and become
fearful, which leads to feeling panic, and to overreact over
sometimes the smallest things that the enemy may use to trip
us up. When you begin to experience that sense of uncertainty,
I encourage you to count to ten, take a deep breath or two, and
say something like, ‘Lord, I know You are in control and I put
my trust in You. Help me to be rational in my feelings and in my
response. Remind me how much You love me and that You are right
here beside me. You are my light and my salvation, whom shall I
fear? You are the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?’
We will get through this, God is in control. He is still on the
throne. He has not abandoned us, nor will He. Keep the faith.
Continue serving Him in a way that glorifies and honors Him
by meeting the needs of His children.”

SEVERAL EVENTS HAVE HAD TO BE

canceled or rescheduled for later in the
year. Information on these can be found
elsewhere in this issue of The Messenger and
you can check our website (mbch.org) or
our Facebook page for updates.

I regret that we had to make the difficult decision
to cancel our summer camp that was scheduled for
the latter part of June at Windermere. With all the
unknowns and our need to make some decision
regarding deposits, etc., it seemed prudent that we
make that decision early.
Our staff is planning alternative special activities
for our clients that can take place on each of our campuses. Many
individuals and churches have been so generous to provide scholarship
funds for our campers. I want to assure you that those funds will be
used to provide these special activities that will take the place of camp.

APRIL 1, 2020, WAS THE 134TH birthday of Missouri Baptist
Children’s Home. It was on Thursday, April 1, 1886, that
the Baptist Orphans’ Home was opened in a rented house
in downtown St. Louis. Five infant orphans were placed the
first day the Home was opened. In the first year of operation,
76 children were received into the Home, of whom 26 died
and 25 were adopted.

My, how things have changed! In 2019, we served hundreds of
children, youth, and families all across the state of Missouri. Children
are served in group homes and foster homes and adults are served in
various programs as well.
But what has not changed is our commitment to carry on the
commitment of our founders to minister to those in need and to share
with them the love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.
So join with us as we celebrate 134 years of ministry. May the Lord
continue to bless and nurture the work of Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home as we provide hope, healing, and restoration.
Happy Birthday, MBCH! And many more!

our annual
Through all the challenges it has been our goal to do our best to report for 2019. Please review it and rejoice with us in the
provide the best sense of “normalcy” and “routine” as we can. That has great work that we are doing together in providing hope,
been a challenge, but one our staff and clients are responding as well, healing, and restoration across the state of Missouri.
if not better, than might be expected. I am very proud of the leadership
that has been exhibited by our senior and mid-level supervisors and the
way our direct care staff has adjusted to the policies and procedures
we have implemented. It has been a strong affirmation of each one’s
faith and devotion. They are a part of a great team and a great ministry!
You will see an article on page 5 that details a few of the challenges
our staff have faced in conforming our ministries to the physical
distancing policies that have been in place throughout the State. You
will also see some examples of how our staff has used the opportunities
in very positive ways.
mbch.org

THIS EDITION OF THE MESSENGER CONTAINS

We pray that by the time you read this, we will be on the backside
of the pandemic and many, if not all, of the restrictions and limitations
will have been lifted. However, whether that is the case or not, we know
our Lord is in control and that we can always put our faith and trust in
Him. He has never let us down, and He never will.
Thank you for joining hands with us as we minister together in
serving God by responding to the needs of children, youth, and families
to make a lasting difference in their lives.
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Church Engagement

Ministries to Community:
Expanding or Contracting
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist
and
over, that we are living in unprecedented
times. Coping with the changes brought
about by a worldwide pandemic is certainly
proving to be a challenging time for all.
WE ARE CONTINUING TO HEAR OVER

In the midst of trying to figure out our “new
normal,” for now, we are surrounded by circumstances
and news that causes fear and anxiety among people
all around us. We know it is important for people to
feel safe, in fact, it is a key to their success. For now,
it seems in this quarantine that most everyone is in
some type of hard situation, and it is challenging to
feel safe while being warned about the unseen danger
all around us.
I have been so excited to learn of the creative ways that churches
are reaching out and making special efforts to maintain connections
with their members. It is amazing what has been accomplished in spite
of compliance with sheltering in place and social distancing. It would
seem that during this time the church has moved into the living rooms
of families across our communities.
While it is excited to see the church continue to minister to people
within the church, what about outreach to those outside the church?
Should the church be expanding outreach efforts to hurting people in
the community, or is now a time to pull back. Should ministries expand
or contract?
People who were in hard places prior to the pandemic, are in even
harder places now. Perhaps it might feel safer not to take any risks and
not to pursue new ministries to people we don’t already know in our
community. In fact, even prior to this pandemic, our culture did not
promote us stepping toward the hard places in people’s lives. Our culture
seemingly says: “Avoid the mess. Stay away from hard and broken places.
Stay where you are safe and comfortable.”

the gospel
compels us to move toward the hurting and broken in our
world. Matthew 1:23 tells us that Jesus would be called
Immanuel, which means God with us. Although we were far
from God, hurting, and broken, God moved toward us, and
His son Jesus took us from death to life (Colossians 2:13).
God adopted us through His son (Galatians 4:4-5) and
gives us the right to be children of God. ( John 1:12)
IN CONTRAST TO OUR CULTURE, HOWEVER,

When life situations make life even harder for people, it seems God
opens doors for the church to reach out and be the hands and feet of
Jesus to those who are hurting.
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MBCH wants to engage with your church and
discover together how we can best partner to find
new ways to minister to those around us even during
these unprecedented times. If you have not already
connected with our church engagement team, I
encourage you to reach out to us and find out what
resources we can put in your hands to use in ministry
to children, youth, and families within and outside
your church.
If you are interested in training people within
your church body to be leaders in serving people
from hard places in your community, don’t push
pause, we can move forward with virtual training
and virtual meetings, all while observing social distancing and keeping
everyone safe.
THE MBCH WEBSITE CONTAINS LINKS TO a variety of
resources that churches and families can use to minister to
others, provide guidance and tips for families and protect
children who are at risk.

To connect with our church engagement team, contact David Burch,
Church Engagement Strategist by email at david.burch@mbch.org or
call 417-380-1082.

The Women’s Ministry Training Clinic
Rescheduled for September 25-26
This clinic will be held at the Baymont by Wyndham Hotel and
Conference Center in St.Robert, MO for all Women’s Ministry
leaders and teams. Seating is very limited and registrations are
coming in, so don’t delay registering for this extensive training
event. The hotel rooms and convention center are all under one roof
making this very convenient. Go to our website at www.mbch.org
and click on the banner for the event for more information. You
can also contact Wanda Shellenbarger by phone at 417-529-0724
or email wanda.shellenbarger@mbch.org.
mbch.org

MBCH Children & Family Ministries

COVID-19 Provides Challenges and
New Opportunities for Ministry
By Ramona Conrad-Cooper, Vice President, MBCH Children and Family Ministries
IF WE ARE NOT CAREFUL, IT can be tempting

to focus only on the details of COVID-19
that cause us to be frightened or depressed;
these are such challenging times, and at
MBCH we are certainly not immune to the
tough times. Some of the biggest concerns
we have as we try to navigate these new
waters of the COVID-19 crisis include:

• When we are assigned a new case (which means
that a child or youth has experienced abuse/
neglect and comes into state custody), our
front-line staff are the ones who are required to
pick up these children who might be exhibiting
symptoms or might have been exposed to someone who has the
virus. Our staff must find a placement for the child/youth which is
always challenging, but doubly so during this COVID-19 season.
• Keeping our residents and staff in our group homes safe from the
virus by minimizing who can go in and out of the houses.
• Providing continued support to our foster parents as they
potentially care for children/youth who may exhibit symptoms
through the new “normal” of virtual visits.
• Providing support to our staff who are experiencing the stress of
not only taking care of their clients, but also taking care of their
own families due to children being out of school.
• Providing meaningful days for our adult DD clients who
cannot attend work right now at the sheltered workshops due to
COVID-19.
Those are some of the challenging, stressful, and concerning items.
BUT – there are actually some GOOD things happening too! Let me
share just a few inspiring and hopeful stories that have happened here
at the Children’s Home in spite of COVID-19 and its drastic changes
to our everyday lives:
• The “stay at home orders” do present us with more time to do
things that maybe we wouldn’t ordinarily do. Our staff has been
encouraging our residents to get outside and enjoy the beautiful
weather. We learned one of the 18-year-old girls in our independent
living program had never learned how to ride a bike. Staff and
residents helped teach her and encouraged her as she tried. She
hasn’t quite mastered it yet, but she is determined to keep trying!
• The service plan for one of our other clients was for her to eventually
go home to live with her mom. Staff felt it was not quite time
for that to happen yet and she should wait until school was out.
COVID-19 changed those plans. We decided she could go home
for a period of time after school closed to “try out” being at home
mbch.org

with her mom. She is doing very well, and now
the decision has been made to release her to her
mom permanently, and just in time for her little
brother’s birthday!
•
While being out of school is not ideal for the
residents at our Hutchens Campus, it has been
a delight to see them outside playing and truly
getting to be kids. Our residential houses have
made near-daily trips to the local creeks, and
have caught and collected turtles, crawdads,
minnows, and tadpoles. It’s so sweet to watch
our toughest kids be so proud and excited about
catching a turtle. They’ve also been playing
pick-up baseball and riding their bikes everywhere. Some of our
staff taught a few residents how to fly a kite. Some of these youth
have never experienced getting to do this type of activity!
• Our Springfield Office staff from different departments worked
together to help find a foster home for a sibling group that came
into the foster care system due to abuse/neglect. The supervisor
and case manager picked up the children while other staff helped
secure a placement, and others helped complete paperwork. Even
though COVID-19 has caused us to have to “social distance,” it
has not stopped our staff from working together as a team.
• One day, our staff and residents on the Lowe-Frillman Campus
took advantage of good weather and planned some fun events.
They participated in a kickball game, four square tournament and
a cookie bake off. They also had a pizza and karaoke event one
day. They all enjoyed an on-campus scavenger hunt and exercise
classes. The girls really enjoyed the scavenger hunt. They had a
lot of fun and enjoyed getting to work in teams. During one of
the kickball games one of the girls got a home run and everyone
was so happy for her. The girl who made the home run was very
excited and it was cool to see everyone cheer her on.
• O u r developmenta l ly
delayed adult clients at
Country Haven found a
way to make their days
productive even though
they could not go to work.
They created cards and
wrote special messages to
various church members at
FBC, Peculiar

Continued on page 11
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Will You Help Us Provide for the Needs of
Children, Youth, Mothers and Babies?
“Do not be
anxious about
anything, but in
every situation,
by prayer and
petition, with
thanksgiving,
present your
requests to God.
And the peace
of God, which
transcends all
understanding,
will guard your
hearts and your
minds in Christ
Jesus.”
Philippians 4:6-7

Dear Friends,
As I write this letter, our country and world are in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. Many of us have been
under “stay-at-home” restrictions and other “social distancing” guidelines. This has disrupted our church services and
interaction with loved ones. It has also seriously impacted our economy.
In these days of uncertainty, isn’t is comforting that we serve a BIG God who is all-knowing, all-powerful and ever
present? As much of the world around us lives in fear, we have the assurance of God’s love and provision. God has promised
to give us peace when others experience panic.
I want to assure you that while we have altered many of our procedures and policies to conform to social distancing
guidelines, we are still responding to the needs of children, youth, families, mothers and babies to make a lasting
difference in their lives. We continue to provide the love, guidance, support and encouragement our clients need. Most
importantly, we continue to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through both word and action. This situation provides us
with a wonderful opportunity to display the confidence that comes from a relationship with our great God.
Unfortunately, the world around us reacts differently, so during times like these, the incidences of abuse – child abuse,
sexual abuse, domestic abuse and emotional abuse – increase. Children and families need our help now, more than ever.
Current economic conditions – with many businesses being temporarily closed or restricted – put pressure on all
of us. Reduced economic activity is adversely affecting tax revenue to the State of Missouri. This may very well result
in budget cuts to social services programs even as we are asked to care for more children and families. Additionally,
our Regional Representatives are currently limited in their ability to visit personally with donors or share about our
ministries in local churches.
That is why I am writing to you. Your gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home or to The LIGHT House will help us
provide food, shelter and clothing to the children in our residential programs. Your gift provided training and on-going
support for hundreds of foster families. Your gift helped young mothers choose life and give birth to healthy babies. Your
gift helped rescue survivors from the slavery of human trafficking. Your gift helped 185 children and teens find forever
families last year. Will you prayerfully consider making a gift to help us care for the needs of children today? You can be
assured that your investment will pay great dividends in the lives of children, teens, mothers and their babies.
Please know that I understand the financial pressures you may be under. If you are not able to give a gift at this time or
need to reduce the level you have given in the past, please continue to pray for us. Pray for our children, our families and
our staff. Pray that God will continue to bless this great ministry as He has done for 134 years. Then, when the economy
begins to recover, we pray that you will be better able to provide the financial support that God places on your heart.
If your current financial position allows, I would ask that you prayerfully consider increasing your investment in
making a lasting difference in the lives of children. I know God will bless your sacrifice.
Since we are in the season when we celebrate both Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day, perhaps you would like to send
a gift in honor or memory of your parents or another special person in your life. These memorial and honor gifts will be
recognized in an upcoming issue of The Messenger. A gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home or The LIGHT House
will live on in healing the many hurting lives we touch every day.
The MBCH family of corporations is confidently providing hope, healing and restoration to the children, youth and
families that God places in our care. We know that God will provide the resources necessary to carry out the ministry
to which He has entrusted us. We are claiming the promises of Philippians 4, knowing that God is faithful and that He
uses people like you to change lives.
						Blessings,

						Russell L. Martin
						President
P.S. Please mail your gift to either Missouri Baptist Children’s Home or The LIGHT House, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road,
Bridgeton, MO 63044. You can also make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” button and
select “Mothers’ Day” as the gift designation.

The LIGHT House

COVID-19 Program Impact
committed to keeping the residents comfortable, active,
informed and engaged during the COVID-19 crisis. Even though adjusting to the Stay-atHome and social distancing orders is not easy, everyone is working together to make this
a positive and productive time and allowing for the development of deeper relationships.
AT THE LIGHT HOUSE, WE ARE

Maternity Home

Residential Maternity Care
Parenting Skills
Community Outreach
Program
Licensed Adoption Agency
24/7 Hope Line
816-916-4434
www.lighthousekc.org
816-361-2233

Urgent Needs for
The LIGHT House
Formula (Enfamil Regular,
Sensitive & Reguline,
Similac Total Comfort)
Size 6 Diapers & Pull Ups
Baby Wash & Diaper Rash
Cream
Bottles
Household items such
as toilet paper, dish &
laundry soap, cleaning
products & sanitizer
Personal Care items such
as deodorant, feminine
hygiene items, body
wash & ethnic hair care
products
Craft items
“Container Gardening”
supplies
Yard Games
mbch.org

It is helping the Maternity Home residents realize what is truly important
and how to be content in the midst of the crisis. They are understanding it is
about what is best for their child and the moms are committed to doing what
is needed to protect their babies.
To help foster contentment, our staff is preparing some of the residents’
favorite meals and keeping plenty of their preferred snacks on hand. We are
concentrating on God’s promises during devotions and discussing how they
apply to the resident’s current situation. More scheduled craft time has been
added and so far the residents have made decorative signs with their baby’s name
or initials, tie died onesies and created their own artwork on canvas. The girls
made Easter wreaths and plan to make birds’ nest cookies and jewelry. Other activities offered are game
time, exercise time and a volunteer will continue knitting classes via Skype.
As the weather warms up, we are planning to grill outside, have picnics on the front porch, plant raised
bed and container gardens and play yard games. In addition to the normal prenatal class taught weekly by
The LIGHT House nurse, she is also adding a My Baby’s First Teacher class which includes some wonderful
gifts for the resident’s babies.

Outreach Program
While many families have been and continue to face challenges
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our main goal in The LIGHT House
Outreach program is to continue to provide as much support as possible
during this unprecedented time. With children being out of school,
there are additional stressors for our parents.
On March 27 we provided fifteen families with essential items
including: boxes of food, diapers, formula, other baby and household
items and craft items for children. A big thank you to Metro Christian
Fellowship’s food pantry for supplying the food and the many individuals
who provided formula. Our mamas were blessed and encouraged!
We have also seen God’s faithfulness to the ministry of The LIGHT
House! Due to the generosity of many churches who have held diaper
drives for us, we have been able to generously give to the families in
need in our community!

DADS CONNECT “Virtually”

Having just recently launching the DADS CONNECT meetings, it has been a little disheartening to
know we are not able to meet as normal, but we aren’t letting that stop us. Like so many others, we are taking
advantage of one of the virtual meeting platforms and found that it was not only effective, but gratifying.
The participants connected using their phones and computers and we had a lively discussion.
The topic of childhood development which was previously scheduled still finds its way into the conversation,
the focus is on our present circumstances. We talk about the challenges we are facing with the recent changes.
We talk about what our experiences have been these last several weeks and how we continue to move forward
successfully. We are talking about the things that are working for us as and offer suggestions to each other
about how to work through our unique issues as DADS. I think everyone feels supported and encouraged.
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Missouri Baptist Children’s Home

Strawberry

Festival

August 22
9 am - 3 pm

All Indoor Activities
Plenty of On-Site Parking
Lunch & Strawberry
Desserts Available

2020

First Baptist Church
Arnold

2012 Missouri State Road
Arnold, Missouri
Games & Crafts for
Children
Craft “Boutiques”
Quilt & Craft Auction
(Starts at 10:00am)

Come enjoy the festival and help support children
in need of love.
www.mbch.org
800-264-6224

mbch.org
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Support

God Is Faithful, Let Us Remain Faithful as Well
By James Morrow, Vice President, MBCH Foundation
all of
scripture is 2 Timothy 2:13, which reads,
“if we are faithless, He remains faithful – for
He cannot deny Himself.” (ESV). To me this
verse speaks to one of God’s most reassuring
character qualities and that is His unfailing
faithfulness.
ONE OF MY FAVORITE VERSUS IN

The older I get, and more aware of my need for His
grace I become the more precious this truth becomes
to me. God is not faithful to me because I deserve it or
have somehow earned it but because He has decided to
be a faithful God and once having made this decision
he cannot deny Himself. This truth should be a great
comfort to us in this time of uncertainty. God is faithful!
The question then arises, “How shall we respond to His perfect
faithfulness?” If this unending and perfect faithfulness takes root in
our hearts it ought to cause us to remain faithful to Him! It may not
be a comfortable reality but continued giving of our time, talents and
resources is the surest sign of our confidence in His faithfulness.
Our local Missouri Baptist churches are hurting right now and they
need us to remain faithful, anchored in His faithfulness. They need us
to minister in whatever way this new environment allows.

MBCH-CFM NAP Tax Credits Make
Christian Foster Care Possible
MBCH CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES (MBCH-CFM)
HAS received an allotment of Neighborhood Assistance

Program (NAP) tax credits. These credits support the work
that our Family Resource Development Program does to
recruit, train and maintain foster families in Southwest MO.
This means that you can take a portion of your state tax
dollars and use it to bring hope and restoration to hurting
families.
In order to qualify for the credits, you must have business-type
income and make a donation to MBCH-CFM. The credit is provided
by the state to reduce your state tax burden by 50% of the donation.
This year, a portion of the gift is also deductible on your federal taxes
whether or not you itemize your deductions.
MBCH Children and Family Ministries and The LIGHT House
both have a variety of other Missouri state tax credits available. Those
credits help provide housing for clients in our ministries and care for
young mothers and their babies.
Call Trisha Crow at 800-264-6224 with any questions that you may
have and to check on available credits remaining.
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They need us to continue to faithfully give so that
the church might have the resources it needs to be a
light in this dark time. Missouri Baptist ministries
need your faithfulness as well.
MISSOURI BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME
JUST CELEBRATED our 134th birthday in

March of this year. In that time God has
seen our ministry through WWI, the Great
Depression, WWII, multiple regional
wars, societal upheaval, 9/11, the Great
Recession and so much more.

Here is the truth; God has done this because
He has designed Kingdom work to accomplish
through the ministries of MBCH for His glory and our good. He has
been faithful and has used faithful Christ followers all across our state
to make this Kingdom work possible. Please join with MBCH to invest
in God’s Kingdom work for the future. God will use this difficult time
to turn many hearts in our country back to Himself – we want to be a
part of that revival!
As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in
and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least
of these.”

Online Donations
If you would like to make a donation to care for hurting children with
your credit or debit card, simply visit www.mbch.org and click the “Donate”
button on any page to go to the on-line donation page.
If you have questions or problems with on-line contributions to
MBCH, please call 1-800-264-6224 and ask for John Jost. John can help
you with your web based giving.

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)

West/Northwest Missouri: Joe Nogalski, 816-317-4430
East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 314-327-4121
Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906
Southeast/Central Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 573-241-1113

(Foundation Services Manager)

Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Advancement Assistants)

Cassy Allee (Jefferson City), 573-636-0400 ext. 390
Cindy Roberts (Bridgeton) 800-264-6224
mbch.org

Getting Excess Mail?

Address Change Form
Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:

If you are receiving duplicate
mailings, mailings for people who
no longer live at your address or o Change the address to: __________________________________________________
mailings for deceased individuals,
City _________________________________________ State ______ Zip_________
please contact us so we can correct o Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:
our database. To report information
o Individual is deceased: please provide name _____________________________
which needs to be updated/corrected,
o Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the
please cut-out and return this form or
duplicate _______________)
call 800-264-6224.
o No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state
You can also make changes ono Other: __________________________________________________________
line by going to www.mbch.org and
clicking on “Mailing Preferences” under
the “Get Involved” tab.

KOINS4KIDS is a fun way to get your children involved in helping others.
You can promote competition between age groups, boys and girls, etc.
within the context of a valuable mission project. There are promotional
materials and more suggestions at www.mbch.org.

continued from page 5
COVID-19 IS NOT GOOD. IT HAS caused untold tragedy with

lives being forever altered. But God is good. We all are well
aware of Romans 8:28: “We know that all things work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose.”
Sometimes you have to look for the good in challenging times:
• The joy of learning a new skill like riding a bike or flying a kite
• Doing something for others like the DD residents sending cards
of encouragement
• The miracle of a foster child getting to return to her mom to live
with her permanently and earlier than originally thought

The Messenger – 11

The famous Mr. Rogers said that his mother responded to scary news
by telling him, “Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are
helping.” We can see people helping all over in our world today due to
this virus – health care workers, law enforcement officers, deliverers
of goods and supplies, foster parents willing to take in children even if
they may have been exposed to the virus, and the list can go on and on.
We are proud of our staff who continue to minister and serve children/
youth in our residential and community-based programs in spite of
obstacles and fears generated by COVID-19. As one of our staff said
today: “God is good and He has this!”
mbch.org
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VBS Mission Projects
many Vacation Bible School
Directors are looking for ways to promote mission
opportunities in VBS. Missouri Baptist Children’s Home
offers several special programs that have been popular with
children’s groups. (If you are not able to have VBS this
year because of social distancing restrictions, these
projects work just as well for children’s Sunday School
classes and missions groups – GA’S, RA’S AWANA.)
THIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR

The “KOINS4KIDS” program (see page 11) offers many exciting
ways to promote competition between age groups, boys and girls, etc.
within the context of a valuable mission project. Various groups can
compete to bring the most coins to VBS to help the children at MBCH.
Posters and other materials are available to help advertise this program.
(KOINS4KIDS is an update of the “Miles of Pennies” program that
MBCH has promoted for many years. The truth is, a penny just doesn’t
go as far as it used to – even a mile of them!)
Bible Drive. The first thing
a child receives when he or she
arrives at MBCH is a new Bible.
For most of our children, this is the
first Bible they have ever owned.
A mission offering designated for
MBCH Bibles is an outstanding
way to blend a mission project with
the importance of God’s Word.
We have found it is important to
provide all of our children with the
same kind of Bible so there is no
cause for envy/jealousy between
them, so money for us to buy
Bibles is preferable to collecting
Bibles to give.

Duffel Bags are always needed by foster children and residents at
MBCH. These children often have nothing but a black trash bag to
carry their belongings to their new foster homes. Collecting new (or
like new) duffel bags would be a wonderful project for VBS (or other
mission organizations).
The
MBCH
C olo r i n g B o o k i s
another activity that
prov ides mission
e duc at ion . We c a n
provide you with copies
of the Coloring Book
or you can download
a master copy of the
Coloring Book from
w w w.mbch.org (click
on the “Web Resources”
b u t t o n) a n d t h e n
duplicate as many copies
of the book (or individual
pages) as you need.
Another great project for a VBS mission offering is Camp
Sponsorships for 2021. It costs approximately $100 to send one
child to the MBCH camp. This is often the very first camp experience
for children in our therapeutic group homes and in treatment foster
homes. The children in your VBS can get excited about helping other
children go to camp where they will experience the Good News of Jesus
Christ in a new and exciting way.

