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“Publish His glorious deeds among
the nations. Tell everyone about the
amazing things He does.”
Psalm 96:3 (NLT)
February 2018

A

s we enter 2018, we are reminded how God
blessed us abundantly in so many ways in 2017
and we are excited and eagerly anticipating
what He has in store for us during this new year. We
have several initiatives in the works and there are
others that are still being bantered around in our
thought process.
You are a vital and critical partner with us in our
mission as we serve God by responding to the needs
of children, youth, and families to make a lasting
difference in their lives. We simply cannot thank you
enough for joining hands with us in our ministry to
Him and His children.
I recently rearranged my office and was somewhat
amazed at one of the advantages from doing so. I placed
my credenza that has my computer monitor on it in front of a window
facing the front of the campus.
Although the monitor blocks a lot of the view when I am working
at the computer, as I look up and out the window I see the steeple with
the cross that is on the Spiritual Life Center. The main part of the
building is blocked from view by the monitor, but the steeple and cross
are very evident. The cross symbolizes many things to us, with one of
those being that our hope is in Him who came and gave Himself for us.
No matter how difficult life may become, what challenges or
obstacles we face, when we look up we can have hope and confidence
that He will see us through. One of our purposes is for our clients to
look up and to have hope.
God has had His hand on the ministries of MBCH since it began
almost 132 years go. He has seen it through both some mighty good
days and some that were more difficult. But in either case, He was there
to provide encouragement, comfort, and peace.

B

y the time you read this, we will have reported to our board in its

January meeting that during calendar year 2017, MBCH Children
and Family Ministries and The LIGHT House participated in
208 permanencies. The break-down is as follows:
• Reunifications – 79
• Guardianships – 33
• Adoptions - 96
We thank the Lord that we were able to impact the lives of these
208 children to facilitate them in either returning home or finding a
new “forever” home. You were a key in this happening so thank you for
your partnership with us.
Since 2012, MBCH Children and Family Ministries has facilitated
1,912 children reaching permanency in the following ways:
• Reunifications – 771
• Guardianships – 330
• Adoptions – 811
Our staff has worked hard to make this happen and I am grateful
for the heart of ministry each one has as he or she serves our Lord. And,
again, this could not have happened without the involvement of many
who pray for us and who support our ministries.
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President’s Update

n the November issue of The Messenger, I told you
about the on-going need we have to staff our group
homes with married couples. It would be great to
have some couples who have already reared their
children consider serving as “missionaries” with
MBCH. The pay would be in the range of $27,000
to $30,000 each with benefits. The couple does
not even have to move. Since these positions work
7 days on – 7 days off, they can work one week in
the group home and then can be in their own home
one week.
Right now we are staffing with singles in several
of our units, and while they do great work for us, it
would be good to have some married couples as well
to provide that positive example to our children.
Look around you and see who you know who might make good youth
care specialists and ask them to call our Human Resources department
(1-800-264-6224) for more information. I just have to believe that
with almost 2,000 Baptist churches in our state there has to be some
couples to help meet this need. In fact, that someone might even be you.
We continue to focus on church engagement initiatives and how
we can become even a better partner with our churches and with our
Missouri Baptist Convention. It is our hope and expectation that the
result of these on-going initiatives will be families being strengthened
as churches become more aware of the needs in their communities and
more knowledgeable of the services available.
I encourage you to read the pages of this edition of The Messenger
and rejoice with us in the good things He is doing through MBCH. I
also encourage you to contact us at 1-800-264-6224 or through our
website, if you feel the Lord leading you to inquire about being a staff
member, being a foster parent, or just finding out what you might do
to be a part of impacting the lives of these precious ones.

A

s always, I thank you for your faithfulness in your prayers
and financial support and encourage you to continue to be an
advocate for children and families in your home communities. It
takes all of us joining hands together under the leadership and Lordship
of our Savior to make a lasting difference in the lives of children, youth,
and families. And together, we are impacting the lives of many for Him.
May He receive all the honor and glory.

Russel L. Martin,
President
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Women’s Ministry

I

’m so excited to share that our theme for Women’s Ministry in 2018
is LIVING BEYOND MYSELF!
We only have one life to live. It can be an amazing life lived out far
beyond one’s self. But how do we do that and where do we start? There
are nine decisions given in scripture that allow us to live an AMAZING
life – they not only change, but will transform, our life. Those nine
decisions are found in Galatians 5:22-23. We will focus on those life
changing decisions at our 2018 TGE Event. This years’ conference
could be a life changing one for every attender. We are praying that many
women and girls will take advantage of this opportunity and allow us
the privilege of serving them through this conference.

O

ne of the most wonderful things about being the Women’s
Ministry Specialist in Missouri is that I have the tremendous
blessing of receiving brand new Women’s and Girl’s Ministry
resources often before they hit the book stores. I received one recently
that was written by Lysa Terkeurst titled “What Happens When Women
Say Yes to God.”
I would strongly encourage EVERY Women’s Ministry Leader to
offer this study to ALL women and girls this year. This study teaches
how to recognize God’s voice, obey Him and live out your life with an
impact upon others and the world, beyond our wildest imagination.
My question for each of us this year is, are you ready to boldly live
out your faith in Jesus like never before? He has an extraordinary journey
planned for each one of us! Let’s be faithful to not miss a moment of all
that He has in store for us.
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W

e have some wonderful event opportunities coming up this year.
The Living Proof Live Beth Moore Event will be Friday, July
13, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. and Saturday, July 14, from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. You can register at www.Lifeway.com.
The Women’s Ministry Training Workshop will take the place
of the traditional “YOU Lead” conference before the Beth More event.
It will include sessions on:Breathing New Life into Existing Ministry
Units, Conflict Management, New and Exciting Opportunities for
Women’s Ministry, Changes We’re Seeing in Women’s Ministry, How
to Stay Relevant in Ministry, Bridging the Generation Gaps, Resource
Helps and Locations, Networking with Other Women’s Ministry
Leaders, Women’s Ministry Structures, Keeping the Main Thing the
Main Thing, and much, much more.
This is a GREAT opportunity to connect with other Women’s
Ministry Leaders from around the area. Whether you’re in Women’s
Ministry, the community, teacher of a Sunday School Class, or in the
home – women are leaders. Whatever your leadership role, this Training
Workshop will give you the scriptural tools to be the best leader you
can be. Interactive classes and fresh biblical insights on leadership roles
will leave you refreshed, renewed and excited to return to the ministry
field to better serve both now and in the future.
For more information on any of our events, conferences or
training opportunities, please feel free to contact me at 417.529.0724 or
Wanda.Shellenbarger@mbch.org.
In His Love,
Wanda Shellenbarger, Women’s Ministry Specialist
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News

You Made a Difference for
Linda Masters Retires
Children and Families in 2017
fter 23 years of service

A

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home through MBCH Children and
Family Ministries and The LIGHT House offers Hope and Restoration
to thousands of children, youth and families around Missouri. We are
blessed to have some of the most qualified and dedicated staff who
provide those ministries. They could not, however, impact the lives of
children without YOU.
Every time you prayed for our children and staff…every time you
made agift…every time you attended one of our events…every time you
thought about MBCH…every time you shared an MBCH Facebook
post…every time you mentioned MBCH to someone else…YOU made
a lasting difference in the lives of children, youth and families.
1. Because of YOU, MBCH showed God’s love and offered hope
to 41 girls and young women who were rescued from human trafficking.
2. Because of YOU, more than 120 babies were born who might
have been aborted without the pregnancy services ministries of MBCH
and The LIGHT House.
3. Because of YOU, 9 families were restored through our family
reunification ministry.
4. Because of YOU, 395 children in foster care had Christian case
managers who believe this is their mission field.
5. Because of YOU, 42 families were trained and licensed to
become foster parents.
6. Because of YOU, children in Therapeutic Group Homes and
Treatment Foster Care could experience a wonderful summer camp.
7. Because of YOU, 57 older teenagers were able to transition from
foster care to independent living.
8. Because of YOU, 14 developmentally disabled adults received
love and care.
9. Because of YOU, hundreds of children experienced a Christmas
they will never forget – not just because of the presents you provided
for them, but because they learned the true meaning of Christmas.
10. Because of YOU, 208 children now have “forever” homes.
11. And Because of YOU, 8 children in residential ministries
(and numerous others in foster care) came to know Jesus Christ as
their Lord and Savior.
Thank you for loving God enough to provide opportunities for Hope
and Restoration to hurting children, youth and families at Missouri
Baptist Children’s Home. You helped make a difference in their lives
in 2017. We encourage you to continue to partner with us to impact
even more lives in 2018. Will you commit to pray for the children and
staff of MBCH every day?
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as the Executive Assistant
to the President, Linda
Masters retired at the end of
December 2017. Linda has
been a model of efficiency in
managing the President’s office
and providing the logistical
support for the meetings of the
various Boards of Trustees.
S he a l so coord i nated t he Dr. Bill Vail, Chairman of the MBCH
schedules for those serving in Board of Trustees recognized Linda
the agency’s receptionist duties. for her service during dinner at the
October Board meeting.
Another favorite duty involved
organizing the quilts for the
annual Strawberry Festival.
When Linda first joined the staff at Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home she had originally wanted to work directly with the clients but
there was not an opening at the time to do so she took the Executive
Assistant position and saw that as her way of working with the clients.
Over the years, Linda’s job allowed her to find ways to work with the girls
in Pregnancy Services and Transitional Living by providing them with
opportunities to get experience
in office work and as servers for
Board of Trustee dinners.
“We are going to miss
Linda g reat ly because she
was such an important part
of the administrative team,”
said Russell Martin, MBCH
President. “If she had left a year
ago, as she originally intended, it
would have been a tremendous
challenge. But God’s timing was
Kristi McCormick
evident in this transition. While
it was still not easy, God led us to
Kristi McCormick, who not only has the administrative qualifications
for the position but also understands Missouri Baptist Churches.”
God’s timing allowed for Linda and Kristi to work together for
nearly the whole month of December so the transition was as smooth
as possible. Prior to joining the MBCH team, Kristi worked in the
medical field, first in a physician’s office in Illinois and then at Saint
Louis Mercy Hospital. She then worked for Hazelwood Baptist Church
for about 18 months before she felt God leading her to apply for the
position at MBCH.
Kristi is a mother of three girls and is very active in Hazelwood
Baptist Church where she works in the preschool and nursery
departments. She also works alongside a variety of church committees.
“Linda was always patient, so gracious to people and I think Kristi
fits that mold and will work out perfectly,” Martin said.
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Counseling Center Opens: Kathy Woods Named Coordinator

W

e continue to focus on our Church Engagement initiative, seeking to provide services for churches as well as partnering with churches

to provide help to those in need. One of the ways we are furthering this initiative is by providing counseling services.
We are pleased to announce that at our Lowe-Frillman campus in St. Louis we are opening up our counseling services from serving
residential and Treatment Foster Care clients only to serving community clients as well; this means that local churches can refer people from
their churches or others in the community that need counseling.
Mrs. Kathy Woods has accepted the position of Counseling Center Coordinator. Mrs. Woods has been
employed with the agency for 14 years and has a master’s degree in counseling as well as her LPC which stands for
“Licensed Professional Counselor”; her most recent position with the agency was Family Foster Care Supervisor,
and she also provided therapy for some of our residential clients.
We plan to open our community counseling services just as soon as we can transition Mrs. Woods out of
her current position into the Counseling Center Coordinator position. We look forward to seeing how God is
going to use this additional ministry to help those in need!
“My vision for our Counseling Center would be to carry the work of our Mission Statement to the greater
St. Louis area,” Woods said. “There is no better way to serve God than by responding to the needs of children,
youth and families to make a lasting difference in their lives through the ministry of comfort and reconciliation
offered through counseling. I believe that we are called to ‘push back darkness’ and to bring the message of
salvation, redemption, and healing to broken people in all walks of life.”

Dr. Stikes Retires

A

fter nine years of service
to MBCH Children and
Family Ministries as a
clinical consultant, Dr. Charles
(Scully) Stikes retired due to
medical issues. MBCH was blessed
to have such an amazing and
wise man as Dr. Stikes who has a
bachelor’s degree in Psychology
and Sociology, a master’s degree
in Rehabilitation Counseling, a
master’s degree in Sociology and
Anthropology, and a Ph.D. in
Counseling. Dr. Stikes also has a
master’s degree in Divinity, and is
a wonderful combination of clinical knowledge and experience and
pastoral support and encouragement.
During his tenure at MBCH Dr. Stikes managed the Counseling
Center at the Lowe-Frillman Campus providing direction and guidance
to several therapists. Dr. Stikes also provided direct counseling to
countless children and families. He also provided training to staff,
treatment foster parents and community professionals on subjects
such as cultural issues, trauma and its effect on the brain and training
to supervisors on how to effectively manage staff.
“Besides the counseling and training Dr. Stikes provided, he was
also a mentor to many during his service at MBCH. They benefited
from his wisdom and knowledge. Dr. Stikes was very pastoral, very
caring, very passionate...he was a gift to the agency and will be sorely
missed,” Ramona Conrad-Cooper (Vice President of MBCH Children
and Family Ministries) stated.
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Generous Donors Make
Christmas Special for MBCH
Children

C

magical time of year for many people. Family,
friends, gifts, delicious food, and memorable festivities are
things that many people associate with Christmas. That is
not the case for many of the children in the care of Missouri Baptist
Children’s Home. Fortunately MBCH has a long history of churches,
individuals, organizations and corporations generously providing for
the Christmas needs – and wants – of our children.
Kathy Crawley and Flo Anderson have the primary responsibility
of coordinating Christmas gifts at MBCH. They manage the “Campus
Store” on the Lowe-Frillman Campus in Bridgeton which serves as
“Christmas Central” for most of the programs and ministries of the
agency.
“The Youth Care Specialists, Care Givers and foster families gather
lists of things wanted and needed from the children and give them to
us and we combine them into one ‘Christmas Wish List’,” Crawley
explained. “We then print the list in The Messenger and post it on our
website for our donors to see and respond. They then go buy some of
those items and bring or send them to the Campus Store. We organize,
sort and prepare the gifts for distribution.”
Both Anderson and Crawley simultaneously agreed that they
don’t know what the agency would do without the generous donations.
Children and youth in Therapeutic Group Homes, Maternity Homes, InHome Pregnancy Program, Foster Homes, Transitional Living Program,
Human Trafficking Rescue Program and The LIGHT House all need
to be provided for at Christmas. This totals more than 600 requests.
hristmas is a

Continued on Page 21
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You Can Help Children and Youth Understand
the Power of the Resurrection
Dear Friend:
Even though I know how the story ends, every time I
read these verses from John’s Gospel I feel the hopelessness
that Mary felt. Just a few days earlier, Jesus was alive and
entering Jerusalem in triumph. Mary – and the rest of
His followers – believed that Jesus was the Messiah and
that a new era of God’s Kingdom was about to come to
Earth. Then she had seen Jesus die on the cross. She had
watched as His body was buried and a stone rolled across
the entrance to the tomb. Her world was crumbling. Then
early on Sunday morning, she went to the tomb to anoint
the body with spices and found the stone rolled away and
the body gone! Her crumbling world just collapsed.
Can you feel her hopelessness? Can you feel her sense
of abandonment? Can you feel the despair? Can you feel
the loneliness?
You may not be able to recreate those feelings in your
own life – because you also know how the story ends.
Jesus is alive! His body was gone because it was gloriously
resurrected!
Most of the children we serve at Missouri Baptist
Children’s Home do not know how that story ends. But
they do know feelings of hopelessness, abandonment,
despair and loneliness. They know what it feels like to be
abandoned by those who are supposed to love and care
for them. They know the despair and hopelessness that
comes from not knowing if they will ever have a “forever
family.” They know the loneliness that comes from not
having that family.
I am eternally and profoundly grateful that Easter
is a story of remarkable transformation. The power of
the resurrection can transform a life of emotional and
spiritual pain into a life of love and hope. Mary – and the
disciples – soon understood that and their lives were forever
changed. Their faith in the risen Lord gave them the power
to change the world.
MBCH is a place where the power of the resurrection
is demonstrated daily. Our wonderful Christian staff works
diligently to restore hope, ease despair and find families to
minimize the feelings of abandonment and to dispel the
loneliness. They are passionate about their opportunities
to share the story of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and
what it means for the world. They are committed to this
ministry. And they are making a lasing difference in the
lives of our clients.
A former resident visited our Bridgeton campus
shortly after Thanksgiving last year. She is now an author
and motivational speaker. She told our residents, “coming
to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home saved my life. It saved my
life! I didn’t see it then, but now I see it clearly.…[because of
the testimony of one person] I gave my life to Christ. I had
the choice to surrender my heart to God, it wasn’t mandatory.
Nobody forced me. But I chose too. And that was the best
decision I ever made...”

That is the power of the resurrection. That is the mission
of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home.
But God uses people like you to provide the resources
that allow us to share the hope and restoration that only
comes through a relationship with the living Christ. You
give because you understand the importance of sharing
the love of Jesus with children who have never heard of
the miracle of Easter.
Your financial support is vital because it takes
tremendous resources to house, feed and clothe these
children. It is expensive to provide the professional care
our staff gives. It is costly to recruit, train and support
Christian foster parents who provide loving homes for
children and teenagers.
Your gift Missouri Baptist Children’s Home will help
us provide the love and hope of Jesus Christ to hundreds
of children – children who may never hear the real story
of Easter without the ministry of MBCH. I ask that you
prayerfully consider making a financial contribution this
year so we can continue to make a lasting difference in the
lives of children, youth and families.
I am confident in asking you to sacrificially support this
ministry because I see the results of your investment on a
daily basis. Last year we were able to find permanent homes
for 208 children. Many of these homes were reunifications
and many were adoptions by relatives, foster parents or
others who had strong connections with the children. That
could not have happened without you.
This Easter season, children will come to us desperate
and hopeless. They will come full of fear and anger. Coming
from worlds of darkness, they are longing for someone to
rescue them and bring them to safety.
I am asking you to be a part of rescuing these children
this Easter. Through your gift, you can help guide them on
a path of hope and healing. Aren’t these children worthy
of your investment?
Jesus calls each one of us to be ministers in His name.
Children are hurting – and we can help! Please help us make
a difference in the lives of hurting children.
			Blessings,
			
Russell L. Martin,
			President
P.S. Please mail your gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044.
You can also make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just
click on the “Donate” button and select “Easter” as the gift
designation.

“Mary stood
weeping outside
the tomb, and
as she wept she
stooped to look
into the tomb.
And she saw two
angels in white,
sitting where the
body of Jesus
had lain, one at
the head and
one at the feet.
They said to her,
‘Woman, why are
you weeping?’
She said to them,
‘They have taken
away my Lord,
and I do not
know where they
have laid him.’”

John 20:11-13

Ministries

All Things Work Together for Your Good
By Jessica Hanff, Public Relations Specialist

F

ormer resident and Motivational Speaker, Aileen Cunningham,
shared her personal journey with the staff and residents of Missouri
Baptist Children’s Home in November.
Like many of the residents at MBCH today, Aileen had a hard life
growing up. She and her two sisters, Alisha and Amy, were raised in a
single parent home with their mother until she became ill and could no
longer take care of them. The girls were left with their father for some
time before the state stepped in.

S

chool counselors told her that because of her family bloodline
and dysfunctional environment she would more than likely
be addicted to drugs, drink alcohol, and wouldn’t be able to
succeed in school.
She was told that she was not qualified or capable of going away to
college, but by the Grace of God she was able to continue her education
and wrote a book that details her experiences called “Who Said I
Wouldn’t Make It?”
“I want to tell you that whoever said you would never make it
that you could not accomplish the plan God has for you, it’s not true.
Where you are sitting does not have to be the end of the road for you.
It doesn’t matter how you got here. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done
in life. What matters is that God has a purpose and plan for each of us.”

E

goes through her daily life Aileen still has struggles
she has to face, but she’s not alone. Thanks to the Grace of God,
she has been saved and through the love, care and encouragement
from MBCH staff she was able to pursue her dreams and continue to
live out the purpose that God has for her life.
“There is purpose for your pain. And coming to Missouri Baptist
C hil d re n’s Home
saved my life. It saved
my life! I didn’t see it
then, but now I see it
clearly. I remember
when I would have to
go to devotionals…I
didn’t understand the
Word of God then but
there was a volunteer
that would come on
Thursdays – her name
was Miss Elise – and
one day she came to
do a Thursday night
devotional and at the
end asked if anybody
wanted to get saved.
I was like ‘I do, but
what do I have to do?’ I thought it was like some magic trick or something
I had to do in order to give my heart and soul over to Christ. And it
wasn’t. She walked me through the prayer of salvation. And I gave my
life to Christ. I had a choice to surrender my heart to God, it wasn’t
mandatory. Nobody forced me. But I chose too. And that was the best
decision I ever made...”
ven as she

In 1997 she was removed from the home due to a variety of abuse
issues. She was separated from her sisters and was placed in the care of
MBCH. When she arrived, she felt as if she had been abandoned. She
was upset, confused, alone, heartbroken and felt rejected. And, worst
of all, she felt hopeless.
“I was so broken, but looking back on it now that I’m an adult I
realize that each and every leader who is in the presence of a youth has
to be conscious that your position is not just about a paycheck. Your
position is about bringing healing and restoration to the youth that are
in your care,” Cunningham said. “Even though I was angry, my anger
really wasn’t with the staff; my anger was with my parents because I
was disappointed. So as youth, you
play a role but also as adults we have
to be mindful of why God ordered our
steps to be the leaders that we are over
the youth. This is beyond a child, this
is a ministry.”
Aileen was placed in Johnson
Cottage on Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home’s Lowe-Frillman Campus while
Alisha was placed in Marian Hall in
University City and Amy was placed
with their aunt.
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2017 Annual Employee Awards

Employee of the Year
This recognition, given to two employees in client-facing roles (one
from Residential and one from Community-Based Services), highlights
performances which had the greatest impact in helping MBCH Children
and Family Ministries achieve its mission. Prior “Employee of the Quarter”
recipients are automatically considered. Additional nominations may be
made and submitted to the President’s administrative assistant.

Community Based Ministries
Adam Strieby

Jason Wead had the privilege of
being Adam Strieby’s direct supervisor
for the last nine years. During that time
he has seen Adam grow tremendously
in his clinical thinking skills as well
as his self-confidence in handling
complex situations.
Adam is consistently the guy you
can count on to do whatever is needed
in getting the job done. He would stay
late, come in early or worked long hours
to make sure kids and families are
supported. His love for kids and dedication to families is a tremendous
asset to this agency.
“It has been a privilege for me to see Adam grow and develop
professionally and to see him take on supervising Treatment Foster
Care in the southwest region,” Wead said.

Residential Ministries
Erin Phelps

Erin lets God’s love show through
her by loving others on a daily basis. She
does this with kindness, caring, and
humor while teaching and assisting
our residents at Country Haven Group
Home. Erin works to communicate any
issues with our clients (both medical
and behavioral) to their families in a
kind and caring manner. She goes out
of her way to help both residents and
staff at Byrne Campus in all types of
situations.
Erin is quick to assist with coverage when there is a staff shortage
at either Country Haven or the boys’ home, often giving up her own
personal time off and working on her week off when needed. While on
campus, Erin is always willing to help in a crisis situation when one of
the boys, at the boys’ home is having a crisis. Staff at the boys’ home
know they can call her to assist with de-escalation when one of the
boys is having a difficult time. She is also there to listen and assist when
staff is having a difficult time, whether it be work related or personal.
Erin also is very involved in summer camp. She spends a lot of her
own time planning and preparing for her duties as camp director in the
summer. Erin is creative and fun loving and uses these traits to assist
with teaching others the importance of showing a Christian attitude
towards others. Erin was Christ’s Ambassador these last few months
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when our youngest resident at Country Haven attempted to take his
own life while on a home visit. Erin spent countless hours at the hospital
with him and his family while he was in the critical care unit. During
this time, Erin exemplified what MBCH is all about. She was a living
example of the MBCH mission statement.

Expressions of Faith Award

Andrea Burrow
This recognition is for the employee who has displayed the most evident
Christian witness across all MBCH corporate affiliates. It is meant to
highlight our most important employee characteristic.
Andrea has been an outstanding
Youth Care Specialist (YCS)with a
servant leaders heart. Andrea has been
single-staffed for the past six months on
campus, but has still been one of our
strongest YCS on campus. Through
all the ups and downs that come with
the job, Andrea handles each situation
thrown her way with confidence and
grace.
Andrea goes above and beyond
at the workplace for the clients and
the coworkers she serves. She is always willing to stand by their door
until they fall asleep so they feel safe and sharing the love of Christ in
everything she does.
Andrea desires to make one-on-one time happen with each client
and you can see how meaningful that is when the client talks about how
important Andrea is to them. Andrea’s love for the Lord radiates in the
house. She prays with each client every night, is always open to answering
the tough questions and cultivates a culture in the house where Jesus is
the center of all she does. She lives out the MBCH mission statement
and has made the greatest impacts with the clients she serves.

Best Supporting Role Award

Patty Mark
This recognition, is made to employees specifically from “behind
the scenes” service/support areas and crosses over all MBCH corporate
affiliates (Food Service, Maintenance, Business Office, Human Resources,
Public Relations). The recognition is meant to highlight the person who did
the most in his/her role to support the achievement of the agency mission.
Patty Mark is the Office Manager
for the Joplin Office. She efficiently
completes all of her regular duties and
still is able to complete tasks for staff
that need assistance. Anytime we ask
Patty to do something extra she is more
than happy to complete the request.
Patty cares about our success and
helps simplify a list of needed items to
improve our file checks.
Patty could very easily fill the
shoes of several super heroes. She is
speedy like the Flash, as she completes extra tasks in the blink of an eye.
She has the brain power of the Professor, as she comes up with solutions
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2017 Annual Employee Awards
to problems without being asked. We are all amazed by how great a job
Patty does. If I had a superhero cape I would definitely give it to Patty!

Leadership Award

Kristi Theriot
This award is open to all MBCHCFM employees who manage people
and celebrates a leader who excels at motivating, leading, encouraging and
growing their staff.
K risti has a gentle, yet firm
approach, and is never afraid of
challenges. She takes obstacles and
turns them into opportunities. Often
wearing several hats, she is a great
example of giving your best no matter
what is in front of you to do.
Kristi gives credit to her staff and
celebrates them openly. Any good
leader knows the importance of the
team they are graced to lead. Kristi
does not take her team for granted
and works as a unit to accomplish the goal of their program. She is also
an amazing Therapist and works hard to assist front line workers in
effectively caring for residents and clients in both Community-based
and Campus-based programs.

Employee of the Quarter –
East Missouri
Katie Roam

Katie is a storyteller and she loves
telling stories about Jesus. While
some clients might moan and groan
when it’s devotional time, Katie’s girls
look forward to it. They sit and listen
carefully while she tells of Jesus healing
a bleeding woman or look curiously
at one another when she tells of Jesus
turning water into wine. Katie has the
ability to make the story come to life
for her hearers as she helps them to
know Jesus.
Her ability to share a personal and real Jesus leaves her girls wanting
to hear and know more. This summer she was personally asked by one
of her residents to be a witness at her baptism. Katie did not hesitate to
say ‘yes’ and drove to St. Louis on her off week to support and cry with
the resident as she made her commitment to Jesus public.
Katie not only cares about her ministry at MBCH but also cares
about the other ministries on campus. She recently joined a CQI
(Continuous Quality Improvement) team to help find volunteers for
the residents in our various programs. With her past knowledge of
recruiting and training volunteers, she has been able to add valuable
input and has created outlines that will help MBCH with this task.
Katie does not just come to work to do her job but she comes with an
open heart to help and serve wherever she see she can.
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Employee of the Quarter –
West Missouri
Angela Gentry

A ngela has gone above and
beyond to utilize the agency’s new
technology to assist the Kansas City
Office with STARS training. Several
staff, when they were approached about
including a KC family in their STARS
training with use of the Mondopad
(teleconferencing), seemed ver y
hesitant and for various reasons did
not see it as a possibility. However,
Angela jumped in and offered to help
and figured out the technology piece.
She has been great at keeping her supervisor aware of how the class
is going and has offered feedback on the family’s progress in training.
The family loves the training and is enjoying it tremendously.
Angela was willing to think outside the box to make this remote
training work so MBCH did not have to find a way to train just one family
in KC. It saved the agency a great deal in staff and financial resources.
Thank you Angela for thinking outside the box and learning
something new.

Saint Louis Foster Family
Christmas Party

On December 13,
St. Louis area foster
families celebrated the
birth of our Lord with one
another in the Spiritual
Life Center on the LoweFrillman Campus. The
evening was filled with
joyous laughter a nd
merriment as everyone
joined in to sing Christmas Carols, participate in exciting raffles
and story time with Mrs. Claus.
After the festivities
in the Martin Chapel,
the families moved
downstairs to partake
in sweet treats and hot
cocoa.Thiswasatimefor
foster parents to catch
up with one another as
their children played
and talked with staff.
Overall it was a fun and energetic night for everyone involved.
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F

oster parents are a vital part of the ministry that MBCH Children
and Family Ministries provides for hurting children. They are at
the front lines, providing a home and stability for children at the
most traumatic times in their lives. They work with biological families,
caseworkers, and teachers. Often, a foster child’s first experience with
church is with one of our foster families.
In recognition of the ministry they provide, MBCH CFM workers
nominated families from each area of the state where we provide foster
care services as the Foster Parents of the Year. From those winners was
chosen a Missouri Foster Parent of the Year.
If you would like to learn more information about becoming a
foster family, please call (800) 264-6224 for more information or visit
our website at www.mbch.org.

Daan and Sandy Compier: Missouri
Foster Family of the Year

Congratulations to Daan and Sandy Compier for being selected as
MBCH Children and Family Ministries “Foster Parents of the Year”!
Daan and
Sandy have been
Treatment Foster
Care parents with
MBCH (Springfield
office) for ten years
and have fostered
more than twentyf ive boys and
adolescents. Even
after the boys leave
t hei r home, t he
family remains in contact with them.
Sandy and Daan have provided a home filled with compassion and
positive role models. They have helped with achieving permanencies in
these youths’ lives by being team members and by supporting adoption
and/or reunification. Daan and Sandy also feel it is important to teach
life skills to foster youth.
An example of their compassion is when Sandy heard that one of
their former foster children was homeless, she met him at a park, took
him home, fed him, and got him the resources he needed to get into a
local homeless shelter.
Daan and Sandy Compier are 2017 MBCHCFM Foster Parents of
the Year because of their ministry to foster youth in the hopes of making
a lasting difference in the lives of children and families.
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Brennan and Donna Davis
Congratulations to Brennan and Donna Davis for being a nominee
for 2017 MBCH Foster Family of the Year. The family is one of Joplin
office foster homes.
The Davis family
is always willing to go
above and beyond in
their care of children.
They have adopted
two children after
fostering them and
even though they
recently had a
biological child, they
continued to provide
full-time, respite and
emergency care.
T h e D a v i s ’s
recently participated on a STARS foster parent training panel. Their
interaction with children is consistently full of teachable moments and
empowering through choices. They are team players and MBCH is
thankful for their dedication to helping children and families in need!

James, Martha and Emili Schurke
Congratulations
go out to the Schurke
family for being a
nominee for 2017
MBCH Foster Family
of the Year.
The family
recently fostered a
terminally ill baby.
They did a wonderful
job of including the
biological family in
the child’s life, even
inviting the family to come to their home for visits. They made sure the
family got extra time with the baby before he passed away.
The Schurke’s worked well with the case manager and the Hospice
team. After the baby passed away, they planned a wonderful memorial
service for the child and included the biological family members in the
service. They desire to continue helping children and families in need.
We are thankful for their service to children and families!
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MBCH’s Church Engagement Initiative Takes
Foster Care Ministry to the Community

I

magine living in Warsaw, Missouri and wanting to be a foster parent.
Further imagine wanting to work with Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home to get the appropriate training. Then imagine being told, “We
would love to work with you if you are willing to drive to Springfield,
Joplin, Kansas City or Bridgeton.” Since Warsaw is not convenient to
any of those locations, you realize that your dream of fostering may
have just vanished.
That is the senario that would have taken place just a couple of years
ago. A primary focus of the new MBCH Church Engagement Initiative,
however, is taking MBCH to the churches and their communities. So,
when Daniel Yoder, pastor of the recently planted Church of Living
Water in Warsaw, contacted MBCH in October with questions about
getting church members ready to become foster parents the answer
was “We can come to you.”
Pastor Daniel presented the concept of Christian foster care to
his church one Sunday by telling them that you can always say “no” to
being a foster parent at any time, but you cannot say “yes” if you don’t
take the class. He then referenced James 1:27 which says ‘Look after
orphans and widows in their distress.’ After that he had a huge response
from his small church wanting to take the classes to become foster
parents and/or respite providers.
Robbi Haynes, MBCH Children and Family Ministries (MBCH
CFM) Program Director, traveled from Springfield to conduct an
information meeting at the church October 25th and was amazed at
the level of interest in the small church. Pastor Daniel and his wife were
participants in that meeting. Robbi also contacted the Circuit Manager
of the Children’s Division circuit in that area to let them know what
we are doing and to confirm that there was a need for more families
in that area.
That meeting led to the formation of a STARS (State approved
foster parent training program) class at the church. The first session
began on November 27 with twelve families from the church.

F

amily Resource Development Specialist, Crystal Haehn, is training

the class along with Andy Thornton who is a foster parent cotrainer. Chrystal says they have enjoyed training this class because
all of the participants already know each other which eliminated the
awkward stage of getting to know everyone or no one wanting to talk
or share because they all know each other. She says the participants
aren’t afraid to discuss topics and/or ask questions because they all feel
comfortable around one another.
Class members care deeply for each other and want to see each other
succeed as foster families and as a church family. They are very vocal
about wanting to share their faith with these foster children and their
families and show them Christ’s love so that they can come to know God
in a personal way through Jesus Christ. “It’s a really neat environment
to train in because they already have a desire to support one another
in any way possible and they share a sense of community,” Haehn said.
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One unique aspect of this class is that there is that one participant
who joins the class by Skype because he is an over- the- road truck
driver. Normally this would be awkward and weird for the class but
since he knows everyone in the class, he is actively engaged and others
in the class talk to him and give him a hard time just as if he was there.
Haehn went on to say, “Andy and I feel like we are part of this
church family and it has been a huge blessing to be a part of it! We are
excited to see what God has in store for them!”

T

in Missouri is great. The need for
Christian foster parents is even greater. The ministry of foster
care is one of the greatest mission opportunities that can be done
in your own home. Your church and/or association may have a number
of people who are feeling that God may be calling them to foster care.
We encourage you to contact Robbi Haynes at robbi.haynes@mbch.org
to begin exploring how MBCH may be able to engage YOUR church
in caring for the hurting children in your community.
he need for foster parents

Members of Church of Living Water in Warsaw, Missouri are training to
become foster parents (one is participating by Skype on the tablet). This
“selfie” of the class was taken by Andy Thornton, co-trainer (bottom right).

Seeking Christian
Employment?
Working at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home is more
than a job, it is using God-given talents to be a role model
to children who come from very hurtful situations. MBCH is
looking for committed Christian staff members in all areas of
the state. You can find current openings on our web site at
www.mbch.org. If you would like to know more about how you
can become part of the MBCH team, call the Human Resources
Office at 1-800-264-6224.
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FosterAdopt Connect
Foster Parent of the Year
By Caroline Bailey, Family Resource Development Supervisor

We are thrilled to announce that one of our Treatment Foster Care
(TFC) Parents was awarded the 2017 Southwest Missouri Foster Parent
of the Year by FosterAdopt Connect in Springfield! Cindy Withers
has served in foster care ministry through MBCH since 2007 and has
fostered many children of all ages. She is an incredible TFC parent and
MBCH is so thankful for her continued efforts to provide stability, love
and permanency for children in need.
Here is what FosterAdopt
Connect had to say about her:
“How can you ever pick
just one Foster Parent of the
Year? It’s not even fair. All
of our foster and adoptive
parents are heroes. If you have
to pick just one, and we did, you
couldn’t go wrong with Cindy
Withers. Cindy has fostered for
years and I’ve had the pleasure
of working with Cindy and
a host of kids from the early
days of Sammy’s Window. She
is a great role model and makes a huge difference in the lives of the kids
entering her home. She is pictured here with Faith, her adopted daughter
whom she fostered previously. Faith is bright and fun to be around. A
great testimony to Cindy’s style. Thank you Cindy for all you do in the
lives of kids in care!”
An accountant by trade, Cindy felt the Lord leading her into the
foster care ministry. She has fostered more than twenty children and
her care has extended beyond what is considered traditional foster
care. As a TFC parent she has taken in seriously ill children, sibling
groups and teenagers.
Her compassion and concern includes caring for the biological
families. One example of this is when Cindy fostered a young boy. This
child’s parents were working very hard to rectify their situation so they
could reunify with their son. Cindy acknowledged this and provided
support to the parents. In an act of absolute compassion, she invited
the biological parents to her home on Thanksgiving so that they could
enjoy the holiday with their son. This is just one example of how she
goes above and beyond for children in her care.
The rapport she builds with teenagers and team members is
something for which all foster families should strive. She is a team
player, respectful of the process and understands the legalities involved
in foster care. Cindy also advocates for her foster children and others
in the system. She enlists others to get involved in foster parenting and
has recruited people within her church to become Treatment Foster
Care Parents. Cindy is a huge blessing to MBCH Children and Family
Ministries!
Congratulations, Cindy! We value you and the awesome work you
do in bringing hope and healing to foster children and biological families!
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The following children will be celebrating their birthdays in the
next 4 months. Will you please pray for our children on their birthday?

Cody...................................... February 6
Autumn.................................. February 7
Deontrae................................ February 9
Tasheena.............................. February 10
Dejwaun.............................. February 11
Victoria................................. February 11
Kalee.................................... February 11
Rachel.................................. February 13
Caitlyn.................................. February 13
Jasmine................................ February 15
Cassidy................................. February 18
Gabrielle.............................. February 18
Latrice.................................. February 24
Atiya.................................... February 25
David.................................... February 29
Aryanna .................................... March 2
Aaryn......................................... March 2
Trenton...................................... March 4
Alexxcia...................................... March 6
Jerrica........................................ March 7
Autumn.................................... March 10
Hor’nia..................................... March 14
Rachael.................................... March 14
Aaron....................................... March 14
Nicholas................................... March 15
Jordan...................................... March 16
Keymarion............................... March 17
Brianna.................................... March 21
Stephanie................................. March 25
Kaitlynn................................... March 26
Vanique.................................... March 26
Kenya....................................... March 30
Jahkaiya .................................. March 31
Quashonna....................................April 6
Vincent..........................................April 7

Ashlynn.........................................April 9
Mason.........................................April 10
Elisa............................................April 11
Amber.........................................April 12
Stephanie....................................April 12
Jordan.........................................April 14
Bria.............................................April 17
Cory............................................April 18
Kelsey.........................................April 20
Avrie...........................................April 22
Theondre.....................................April 23
Shamella ....................................April 25
Alexys........................................... May 2
Ashton.......................................... May 3
Amie............................................. May 4
Xavier............................................ May 5
Karen............................................ May 6
Tarrell.......................................... May 10
Torrie........................................... May 11
Quashay...................................... May 11
Jessica......................................... May 13
Lecoy........................................... May 13
Ambrea....................................... May 15
Damien....................................... May 15
Annabella................................... May 15
August........................................ May 17
Robbie........................................ May 18
Jimmara...................................... May 22
Alexandria................................... May 24
Chainee....................................... May 25
DeAndrew .................................. May 26
Ellie............................................. May 27
Maria.......................................... May 27
Ashley......................................... May 31
Matthew..................................... May 31

MBCH Social Media
Don’t forget that MBCH is on Facebook™, Twitter™ , and
LinkedIn™.
Please “like,” “follow,” “connect” and/or “view” these pages to
learn the latest information about Missouri Baptist Children’s Home.
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The LIGHT House

Outreach Christmas Party

LIGHT
House
News

Residential Maternity Care
Parenting Skills
Community Outreach Program
Licensed Adoption Agency
24/7 Hope Line
816-916-4434
www.lighthousekc.org
816-361-2233
If you would like to contribute to
the ministries of The LIGHT House,
please make your check payable to
“The LIGHT House” and mail to:
The LIGHT House,
11300 St. Charles Rock Road,
Bridgeton, MO 63044
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On December 19, The LIGHT House
Outreach families gathered for our annual
Christmas Party, to fellowship together and
celebrate Christ’s birth. Everyone enjoyed a meal,
then participated in cookie decorating, Christmas
crafting, and balloon animal fun! We even had a
visit from Santa! Each family was blessed with gift
cards and a grab bag full of goodies for each mom,
child and baby.
A big thank you to all the community members
who helped make this possible. We couldn’t have done
it without you!
Again this year, the Classic Cup donated food toward
the dinner. Midway Auto contributed financially for meal
expenses and gifts. Metro Christian Fellowship and Saint
Elizabeth’s donated gift cards for our families. We had
wonderful volunteers from Metro help serve the meal
and oversee the craft tables. Student ministries at MNU
collected toy items for the grab bags. Ronita Cochran,
donated all of the gift bags for the mothers at Outreach.
Smithville High School did a week long drive to benefit
the LIGHT
House,
right before
the holiday!
Each Christmas, we are reminded of the
giving community around us that enables The
LIGHT House to bring hope and resources to the
families that we serve. It was a Merry Christmas,
indeed.

Reflections on Christmas
By Dawn Shipman, Adoption and Maternity Home Case Manager

“‘Tis better to give than to receive.” This is a phrase heard throughout the Christmas season.
I always try to live by that. It is often demonstrated by Christian people – especially during
Christmas – but never have I truly been a part of and witnessed such
giving as I have this year.
We have many kind people in the community that are so generous to
the young women and children at The LIGHT House home throughout
the year. This Christmas they brought
joy to our clients in so many ways –
through gifts, parties, personal sacrifice
and helping to decorate the home for
Christmas.
This year I also witnessed the kindness of our own staff
in giving to the women and children at The LIGHT House. I
witnessed such authentic joy by many staff in choosing just the
right gift and then wrapping those gifts with love. Many gifts
were given with the specific likes of each woman and child in
mind. Such detail was given to ensure Christmas joy would be
had by each person.
It truly is better to give , because we receive so much more!
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The LIGHT House Baby
Boutique Moves to New,
Brighter Location

T

he LIGHT House Baby Boutique recently relocated! The Boutique,

which was previously in the lower level basement at Wornall
Road Baptist Church, had dealt with several water issues. We
now enjoy a bright
new space upstairs at
Wornall Road, just
down the hall from the
administrative offices!
We c o u l d n ’ t
have made this move
without our wonderful
volunteers who helped
pack and move! Thank
you to Kallie Lampone
and Vonda Breedlove,
our long term boutique volunteers, who helped with the packing and
unpacking. Thanks are also in order to the group from Metro Christian
Fellowship who moved all of
our items from the basement
to the new upstairs space. We
are truly grateful!
T he Baby Bout ique
is available to the young
mothers in the Outreach
Program. They “earn” the
right to shop there through
attendance and participation
in the Program on a weekly
basis. The Boutique features
baby clothing, toys, diapers
and wipes, formula, baby food
and other necessities. Most of
the mom’s say they would not
be able to provide for their baby’s needs without the generosity of others.

Baby Bottle Drive

A Simple, Family Friendly and FUN
Missions Project
Most people consider spare change to be insignificant or even
inconvenient. A Baby Bottle Drive for The LIGHT House can convert
that change into the saved life of a baby and knowledge of Jesus Christ
for a young mother.

How the Baby Bottle Drive Works:

We provide you with baby bottles which you distribute to the
families or groups in your church. They take them home and, over a
predetermined amount of time, fill them with loose change, cash or
even a check. They return the bottles to you and you then present The
LIGHT House with a check for the amount raised.

The LIGHT House Will Provide:
• Baby bottles! We have “regular-size” LIGHT House branded baby
bottles. Just let us know how many you need. A good rule of thumb
is one for each family.
• Baby bottle banks! These are
larger LIGHT House branded
banks (see photo). Just let us
know how many you need. A
good rule of thumb is one for
each Sunday School Class/Small
Group.
• Promotional materials. We
will be happy to send or e-mail
you information and documents
you can use in your bulletin or to
post at your church. You can also
download the materials from our
web-site. A great promotional
video is available through our on-line video gallery.
Many churches love to use this as a missions project around
Mothers’ Day. These churches often will introduce the drive and pass
out the bottles 3-4 weeks prior to Mothers’ Day. Church members collect
their change (and cash) and then return the bottles on Mothers’ Day
in a special time during the worship service. Other churches have also
used this as a Easter-related missions emphasis.
We rely on financial support from individuals and churches just
like you. Your involvement is vital as The LIGHT House continues to
provide pro-life services in the greater Kansas City metro area!
If your church or group is interested in participating in this life
saving fundraiser, contact us today! E-mail bob.springate@mbch.org
or call Bob Springate at 816-898-0008.

Your Spare Change Can Save
a Baby’s Life!
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The LIGHT House Shows Young Mothers There Is Hope
for the Future

Sometimes all
people need
to hear is “you
are capable
of anything.”
To this young
mother, those
words lit a
fire in her
that sparked
a whole new
future for
her and her
children.

Dear Friend,
I’ve mentioned to you before that I love Christmas. I
love the story of how God loves us so much He sent His Son
to live among us in the form of a baby. But, as you already
know, Easter is an even greater expression of God’s love. That
baby grew up into a man who taught us what God expects,
demonstrated God’s power and love – and then voluntarily
went to the cross to pay the penalty for all of our failures.
The resurrection three days later said, “You can now have a
fresh start. You are not bound to your past. Don’t live in your
guilt and failure – live in My love and power.”
The LIGHT House has shared that message of
forgiveness, hope and restoration for more than 30 years.
In previous letters I have focused on our maternity home,
our outreach program and even our adoption agency. I
sometimes forget that our wonderful Christian staff often
makes a difference in the lives of young mothers even when
the mother doesn’t actually enter our program. I heard one
such story earlier this month from one of our specialists:
A short time ago I received a referral for a young, single
mother who was expecting her third child. An appointment
was scheduled to meet with her to discuss our program.
Upon arriving at the home, I found an intelligent young
woman who did not have a large support system. She told
me she had just lost her job and was worried about not
having an income to support the two children she was
currently raising. She was seven months pregnant and did
not think anyone would hire her this late in her pregnancy.
You could tell this mother was scared and at a loss
for where to turn. She made the statement, “I know I can
do more. I want my children to see me do more.”
She explained that she had left school during her
sophomore year and highly regretted this decision. I asked
if she had ever thought about taking her High School
Equivalency Test (HiSET) so she could have high school
credentials. She said she hoped to, but there were no
local resources in her area and she didn’t have her own
transportation.
Through further discussion I asked what she wanted
to do for a career. This young woman sat there for a moment
and said, “No one has ever asked me that question. I have
never thought about a real career.” After exploring her
interests, she revealed she had always been interested in
nursing. I told her to go for it.
She stared at me for a moment as if she was in shock.
She said, “I had never thought about actually having a
career. No one ever told me I could.” I told her she could
do anything if she set her mind to it.
The young woman lit up, thinking about how proud
her children would be if she was a career woman. She
really wanted to be a good example so her children would
have a good future.

She then told me she had no idea where to begin. We
discussed where she could utilize community resources and
discovered a nearby town that has a HiSET program, a
college campus and a library where she could have free
computer access. There were also child care facilities to look
after her children while she works on her education. The
young woman was so excited to put her new plan in place.
In December 2017, she took her first step to
actualizing her dream. She moved her family to the nearby
town where she can access the resources she needs. She
gave birth to a beautiful, healthy baby girl and is making
plans to enroll in the HiSET program.
Sometimes all people need to hear is “you are capable
of anything.” To this young mother, those words lit a fire
in her that sparked a whole new future for her and her
children.
It is critical that we continue to give these young
mothers and their children hope and restoration through
our ministries. Without the support of hundreds of faithful
donors, we wouldn’t have the caring, thoughtful Christian
staff who God uses to change the lives of mothers and their
children.
That is why I’m asking for your support to help offset
the expenses of providing hope where there seems to be
no hope. Will you prayerfully consider making a financial
investment in the lives of young mothers and babies?
Over the next few months, girls will come to us –
desperate and hopeless. They will come full of fear and
loneliness. Coming from worlds of darkness, they will
be longing for someone to provide hope and love and the
support they need to get through this difficult time. These
girls need to know that hope is only possible because of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
As followers of Jesus Christ we are called to sacrifice
to care for those whom He died to save. The death, burial
and resurrection of Jesus challenge us to love as He loves
and give as He gave. Please help us make a difference in the
lives of young mothers-to-be and their babies.			
		Blessings,

Russell L. Martin,
President
P.S. You can make your gift on-line by going to www.
lighthousekc.org. Just click on the “Donate” button and
select “LIGHT House Easter” as the gift designation. You
can also send your gift payable to The LIGHT House,
11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. Please
indicate that your gift is for “Easter.”

Support

New Tax Law Makes Tax Credits a Great Way to Give

A

of 2017, and to take effect in 2018,
congress passed and President Trump signed
into law a sweeping piece of tax legislation that is
sure to affect all of us in some way or another. Whether
one agrees with the legislation or not, there are in fact,
many points at which it is going to interact with and alter
our economy. One area that is of concern to MBCH and
other charitable agencies is what the legislation did to the
standard deduction.
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, takes the standard
deduction to $24,000 for a married couple filing jointly and
12,000 for an individual. The fear is that this will eliminate
the need for charitable giving to offset tax liability. Let’s say
that a married couple is making $70,000 a year adjusted
gross income (AGI). This same couple would have to give
34.28% of their AGI to charity (assuming they can only
claim charitable deductions) to just match the new standard
deduction of $24,000.
This is impractical, and ultimately, it could have a
negative effect on churches and charities that are attempting
to advance the Kingdom of God across our state, and nation!
If you read this article, and have not thought of this yet,
think of it now, and remember that your local church needs
you to remain faithful as you set your tithes and offerings
goals for 2018. Giving is not first and foremost about the
tax benefits we receive, but about us as followers of Christ
saying “I love you” and “thank you” to the Lord!
t the close

James Morrow
Vice President,
MBCH Foundation

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow,
314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri:
Bob Springate, 816-898-0008
East/Northeast Missouri:
Allen Calkins, 314-327-4121
South Central/Southeast Missouri:
Wayne Crull, 314-591-7212
Southwest Missouri: Keith Vawter,
417-693-1210

(Development Coordinator)
Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Administrative Assistants)
Joann Britt (Special Events/Database
Management): 816-898-1094
Cindy Roberts (Special Events/
Tax Credits), 800-264-6224
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All of that being said, please also remember to stay
faithful to MBCH! To help with this tax credits are a
wonderful way for you to realize real tax benefits on your
charitable giving in spite of the new tax legislation. To use
a Missouri state tax credit you do not need to itemize on
your state or federal income tax return. If you give $1,000
to MBCH-CFM or The LIGHTHouse this year, as a tax
credit gift, you will receive $500 of Missouri state tax credit
that will lower your Missouri state tax bill. This tax credit
is good for up to five years including the year of donation,
and longer in the case of some tax credits we have available
to our donors.
If you are interested in making a tax credit gif to MBCH
in 2018 please contact your local regional representative
for more information.
Thank you so much for your faithful generosity that
makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least of these!”

You Have the Potential to Save Children
By Keith Vawter, Regional Representative

One of our primary tasks as Regional Representatives is to help people realize their potential
to help save children’s lives and restore families that are torn apart for so many different reasons.
Each child or family you help to restore is different from any other and so are the churches I go to
each week to share the Gospel and message of The Missouri Baptist Children’s Home ministries.
As you consider how you can help, first and foremost we need your prayers. Pray for the
children and families in our care, for the staff that minister to them each day that they will have
the Love of Jesus , the Wisdom of Solomon and the
Patience of Job, the administrative staff all over the state.
Second, we need your help financially. You can
pledge and give regularly, you can make a one-time gift,
Tax Credits are a great way to give, and if you would
like to set up a plan for a perpetual gift call us about
setting up a Christian Estate Plan. You might even be
a part of setting a jar on the Lord’s supper table, like
this one at Mission Home Baptist Church for a Penny
March every Sunday.
Third, you might consider being a foster parent or
even an adoptive parent. We also need volunteers to
help in different ways so pray and then get involved in
helping save children and families.
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Help Care for Children
while Celebrating Your
Birthday

T

he Birthday Offering is one of the most enduring traditions at
the Children’s Home. The giving of an offering at birthday time
has been a regular part of Missouri Baptist life since 1890 when
William S. Crouch of First Baptist Church, Carrollton donated a penny
for each year of his life in celebration of his birthday.
Since that time, individuals and churches have used the celebration
of birthdays to bless children. This offering provides a way to recognize
people on their birthdays while sharing in a mission work by helping
children and youth at the Children’s Home.
Those giving at least $1 for
every year of life on their birthday
can receive a unique Birthday mug
by requesting it when they send in
their birthday offering. The design
and color of the mug is changed
annually. This year’s mug is black
with a white and gold design.

A variety of other materials are
available to help promote the Birthday
Offering, including:
• Full-color birthday cards
• Birthday pencils
• Pew envelopes
• A hou se - sh aped Bi r t hd ay
Offering Bank.
I f y o u r c hu r c h n e e d s a n y
M BCH bir thday supplies, please
c a l l 1- 8 0 0 -2 6 4 - 62 2 4 or go t o
www.mbch.org/bd_orderform.php.
You can see samples and order birthday
offering supplies on-line.

Donors Make Christmas Special:
Continued from Page 7

According to the two women the foster families and the children
absolutely love this program. It allows them to participate in the holiday
festivities just like everyone else. “They love it! They are so appreciative
of what they receive.”
The Christmas season is a magical time of year for many reasons;
mostly because the presence of God is seen in so many people through
their giving and caring hearts. Even though organizing the Campus
Store and getting all of the gifts together for the children is their job, it
is one that both Anderson and Crawley enjoy doing because of the gift
it gives them in return – Hope.
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Second Baptist Church,
Springfield Hosts Christmas
Party for Foster Families

F

or the past seven years,

Springfield Second Baptist Church
has hosted a Christmas Party for MBCH Children and Family
Ministries foster families. Food, fun, and fellowship were all
present at the “come-and-go” party. Children were able to make
Christmas ornaments, participate in games and crafts, construct a
nativity scene with stickers and hear the story of the birth of Jesus as
told by Mary.
A special part
of the night included
pictures with Santa
Claus! Santa gave each
child a special stuffed
animal (provided by
LifeWay Christian
S t o r e s). C h u r c h
members also donated
money to provide gift
bags for each child
attending. The bags
included a w inter
hat, 2 pairs of socks,
pencils, erasers and a
Scripture bracelet.
The party was coordinated for the 4th consecutive year by 18-yearold Aubrey Stinson. Aubrey’s motivation for her hard work is her own
family. She has 9 siblings, 6 of whom are adopted. She says she has seen
what a past without a loving family can do to a child.
“But it goes beyond just an earthly family,” Aubrey said. “We want
to show these children how we have been adopted by the Lord and that
He loves us no matter what.”
This was
Aubrey’s last year
to coord i nate
the party – she is
getting married
and mov ing to
Nebra sk a! She
has, however, been
training her sister
to carry on the
family tradition.
T h is event
has grown every
year. Last year
Aubrey Stinson, dressed as Mary, told the story
ju s t over 2 0 0
of the birth of Jesus to children throughout the
people attended.
evening.
T h is yea r, t he
expectation was for 250, but Aubrey had prepared for as many as 300.
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Memorials and Honorariums
Memorials

Agee, Roberta by Betty Takahashi (O’Fallon)
Allen, Carolyn by First Baptist Church (Farmington)
Allen, John and Millie by Curryville Baptist Church
(Curryville)
Antle, Lester by David Kent Antle (Exeter)
Arnold, Dorothy by Gay and Marilyn Drennan (Alex);
Leon and Laverne Benteman (Barnes); Christy Burchett
(Bolivar); Jennifer Stewart-Burton (Lafayette); Rick
and Dana Smith (Lexington); Charles and Ester Wells
(Liberty); First Baptist Church, Michael and Teresa
Arnold (Orrick); Jerry and Marie Woolery, Marie L.
Woolery (Peculiar); Dustin and Wendy Gifford, Wiliam
and Connie Greer (Richmond); Jerry Coleman (West
Lafayette)
Ash, Betty by Paul and Pat Cook (Puxico)
Austin, Brady by Helen Austin (Fulton)
Bancroft, Walter by his wife, Alice Marie Bancroft
(Buffalo)
Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles and Mary Ann
Brown, Charles and Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)
Barwick, Michael by Janice Barwick (Licking)
Begnoche, Joyce A. by Theresa Hurshman (Butler)
Biggs, Thad E. by Cynda Bearden (Senath)
Bitting, Betty by Samuel Bitting (Glendale)
Bockman, Glen by Kay Polasek Joyce (Houston); Mary M.
Stambaugh (La Salle); Dirk and Rebecca Frisbee and
Family (Rolla); Dale Haverstick (Springfield)
Boyer, Helen by Summit Woods Baptist Church
(Lee’s Summit)
Braun, Eugene and Georgia by Debra Braun (Florissant)
Bridges, Lorene by Helen Swank (Brimson); Alice A.
Wegenka, Jack and Marilyn Bain, many family and
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wilson (Trenton)
Brittain, Chris by First Baptist Church (Salem)
Brown, Kenneth and Erma by Charles and Mary Ann
Brown, (Louisisna)
Bruffett, Dan, Fern and Greg by Rita Bruffett (Marshfield)
Burgess, David by Gary and Sharon Alexander (Birch Tree)
Burnham, John and Melba by Frank and Sandra
Woodside (Independence)
Campbell, Tom by Mary A. Campbell, Mary Ann Campbell
(Shawnee Mission)
Carriger, Howard by Bryan and Melissa Wollard
(Fair Play)
Carson, Kit by Shelda Carson (St. Joseph)
Chamber, Mary by Nancy Chamberlain (Lee’s Summit)
Chaplin, Betty by First Baptist Church (Farmington)
Charles, Gayle by her parents, Vernon and Clareca Maxted
(Marshall)
Coker, Margaret by Charles Kim (Chesterfield)
Conrad, Margaret by Deborah and Bill Bondon (Shawnee)
Cox, Mrs. Martha A. by Bill and Kathy Pendergraft (Ada);
Craig and Beth Welk (Gladstone); Larry and Lisa Roberts
(Horton); William and Sheila McLain (Hutchinson);
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Michael and Lynda Maloney (Independence); Marvin
and Rose Thompson (Kansas City); Richard and Susan
Evans (Lawson); Keith and Lisa Ehrhard (Lee’s Summit);
Georgia M. Hampton, Jewell Chapter #492 Order of
the Eastern Star, Michael and Patricia Orr, Mr. and
Mrs. T.R. Jones, Patricia Larimore, Ronald and Paula
Cox, Steve and Sally Harrison, Terrie Boyles (Liberty);
Connie Dudley (Mundelein); Anthony and Catherine
Carrillo (Trimble)
Davis, Ashley by her grandparents Vernon and Clareca
Maxted (Marshall)
Davis, Helen M. by Jeff Davis (Springfield)
DeVaul, Elizabeth by Marjorie Murry (Chillicothe)
Dixon, Vivian by Bruce Dixon (Kansas City)
Eaton, Leila by David and Elizabeth Bird (Bonne Terre)
Eddy, Roger by Anita Eddy (Springfield)
Edson, Norma (Lilly); by her husband, Gene Edson
(Richmond)
Foerster, Letha by James L. Cornelius, Jerry Garrett
(St. Louis)
Gaertner, Gene and Lylia by Mark Gaertner (Platte City)
Getchell, Lewis A. by Rick and Deborah Scacewater
(Joplin); Judy Brand (Lone Tree)
Gordon, Loraine by Blue Ridge Baptist Church, Sandra
and Frank Woodside (Independence); Barbara Wallace
(McPherson); Pam and Denzil Morrow, Ronald and
Linda Gordon (Russellville); Donna Plummer (Sedalia)
Green, Jean by Ray Howell (Florissant)
Grogan, Lloyd and Dayta by their daughter, Rebecca
Grogan (Gladstone)
Groom, Larry by Ronald and Sandra Cogdill (Excelsior
Springs); Carl and Lexi Crump, Janet White, many family
and friends, Peggy L. Chrow, Ronald and Susan Prather,
William and Mary Jecusco (Kirksville); Darrell Monroe,
David and Mary Ann Kirkpatrick, Davis and Melinda
Burrus (Memphis); Jerry M. Clark (Milan); Doyle and
Judith Groom (Stanberry)
Gunn, Glen and Winnie by Cheri Marr (Centerview)
Hendricks, Dean and Joyce by their daughter, Holly
Dugan (Battlefield)
Hensley, Norman and Nan by Mr. and Mrs. David A.
Stippey (Florissant)
Jones, Wilda M. by Nicholas and Renae Brown (Everton);
Robert D. Poage (Hannibal); Orville and Doris Meyer
(Monett)
Kennedy, Russell and Thelma by Wayne and Bette
Kennedy (Branson)
Kight, Danny by Karen Kight (Jackson)
King, Nina by her daughter, Nina N. McKee (Rogersville)
Koffman, John by Keith and Catherine Bail, Truman
and Nancy Fisher (Boonville); Daniel and Linda Taylor,
Randolph County Federated Republican Women
(Cairo); William Schott (Cape Girardeau); Chris and
Kate Farris, Jeanie Byland, Tomothy and Jan Jeffries
(Columbia); Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Conger, Randy and
Rhonda Prewitt (Huntsville); David Fry (Kansas City);
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Yahl (Kirksville); Rodney Loesch
(Lee’s Summit); Brent and Darlene Bradshaw, Charles
and Glenda Winkler, Dorothy Cater, Dr. and Mrs. Daniel

Menze, Elizabeth Anne Miller, First Baptist Church,
Homer and Helen Johnson, Joseph and Mary Knaebel,
Margaruette Hastings Scheiner, Mary Jane Mead,
Mary Sue Stansberry, Patsy Boots, Randy and Robyn
Ridgway, Robert and Sandra Wilcox, Russell Freed, the
Knaebel Family (Moberly); Betty Cannon (Nashville);
Loren Koffman and Family (Platte City); Glenn and
Deborah Cairer, Gwendolyn Kappelman, Marty Graves
and Family, Stanley and Kristeen Cox (Sedalia); Jackie
and Kathy Smith (Seymour); his wife, Carolyn Koffman,
John and Rebecca Forrester, many family and friends,
Ridgecrest Baptist Church (Springfield); Russell and
Shirley Martin (St. Charles); Michael Harper Family
(Trenton)
Larrick, Audrey and Eldo by their daughter, Melba
Hagman (Kensington)
Lewallen, Brenda K. by Cynda Bearden (Senath)
Lewis, Harold by Debra Braun (Florissant)
Little, Kay by Summit Woods Baptist Church
(Lee’s Summit)
Lockard, Seth Lavon by Janet L. Beasley (St. Louis)
Long, Louise by Summit Woods Baptist Church
(Lee’s Summit)
Manion, F. B. and Ruby by Shirley S. Smith (Salisbury)
McBride, Henry by David and Ronda Melton (Aldrich);
John and Patti Constant (Stilwell)
McHenery, Bo by Tim and Paula Flint (Fulton)
Melton, Kevin by Arthur and Patty Clement, Carey and
Della Verbryck, First Baptist Church Carl Junction,
Ted and Donna Mcdonald (Carl Junction); Columbian
Elementary, Jeff Ebert, Robert and Catherine Brown
(Carthage); Anita Jane Dunning (Columbia); Christine
Iannucilli (Golden City); Sheldon and Vanessa Harris
(Granby); Daniel and Mona Caylor, Misha Smith
(Jasper); Brian and Kristi Doran, Danny and Lina
Tennis, Darrel and Virginia Melton, Douglas and Cynthia
Lawson, ET & O Insurance Properties, Gordon and Mary
Lou Sechrist, Great Plains Federal Credit Union, Homer
and Sallye Miller, John and Kathryn Reeves, Joplin Area
Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Norma Lee Ebert,
Spring River Baptist Association, Spring River Baptist
Association, Tom and Lori Harter, William and Marie
Cox (Joplin); Donald and Suzanne Proctor, Robrt and
Peggy Mulkey (Kansas City); Charles and Penny Owens
(Liberty); Vernon and Clareca Maxted (Marshall); Brian
and Dana Moomey (Mt. Vernon); Nancy Prater (Muncie);
Charles L. Patterson (Ozark); Kenneth and Carole
McGuire (Pleasant Valley); Danae Randol (Riverton); Bill
Fithian and Dana McCoy, Douglas and Robin Hinkley,
Randy and Christine Fithian (Rogers); Greg and Jo
Sitton (Rogersville); Robert L. Wolfe (Saline); David
and Dianna Howard (Seneca); Barbara Mae Fithian
(Springdale); Russell and Shirley Martin (St. Charles);
Dan and Melanie Stanley, Jack and Nancy Dawson, Katie
Osborn, Margaret Drake, Mr. and Mrs. Lesley Melton,
Tom and Jeany Franz (Webb City)
Merrill, Matthew by Heather McCully (Nixa)
Midyett, Elton by his wife, Eula M. Midyett (Carrollton)
Miller, Donna by Deanna Bennett (Oronogo); Linda
Jordan, Mary E. Long, Robert Sneed (Springfield);
Delores Kamler, First Baptist Church (Webb City)
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Getting Excess Mail?
If you are receiving duplicate mailings, mailings
for people who no longer live at your address or
mailings for deceased individuals, please contact us
so we can correct these issues and note the changes
in our database. To report information which needs
to be updated/corrected, please cut-out and return
this form or call 800-264-6224.
You can also make changes on-line by going to
www.mbch.org and clicking on “Mailing Preferences”
at the top of the page.

Miller, Leroy by Judy Jaques (Lee’s Summit)
Miller, Mack by Linda J. Henry (Woodburn)
Mills, Kenny by Barbara Schmitt (Aurora)
Mitchell, Loretta by First Baptist Church (Seligman)
Mitchell, R. W. (Dub); by New Salem Baptist Church
(Marshall)
Mitchell, Robert by Phillip and Jo Hannah Close (Racine);
the Melton Family and the employees of Packers
Distributing Co. (Springfield)
Moore, Stella Marie by David and Cathryn Graham,
Larry and Myra Moore, Paula M. Czarnecki (Florissant);
Randall and Mary Smith (Fredericktown); James and
Sharon Moore (Glen Carbon); Morman and Sandra
Moore (High Ridge); Kelly Boehmer (St. Charles)
Morris, Ruth Ann by Teresa Blanchard (Marietta)
Mother of Chad Craft by Chad Craft (Jackson)
Palazola, Maxine Betty by Joseph Palazola, Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Palazola (Kansas City)
Poe, Dr. William O. by Waldo Ave. Baptist Church
(Independence)
Pogue, Ernest by Herman and Anna Sue Rea, Mr. and
Mrs. Herman Rea, Salem Baptist Church (Florissant)
Polacek, Donald by First Baptist Church (Farmington)
Powers, Rodney by Lewis and Marjorie Powers (St. Louis)
Rall, Louis and Nadine by Wayne and Bette Kennedy
(Branson)
Reed, Dr. Paul R. by Paula Reed (Savannah)
Reeves, Robert C. by Katherine Whittington and Hubbard
Family (Glen Carbon)
Renshaw, Mildred by Mr. and Mrs. Keith Robinette
(Ozark); Walter and Joyce Johnson (Springfield)
Riddle, Paschal G. by John Riddle (St. Louis)
Sammons, Dr. James by Charles Shaw (Nixa); Dike/
Stanton SS Class of Second Baptist Church, Larry
Stanton (Springfield)
Schudel, Rick by Heather McNease (Fort Mill)
Self, Clarence and Ester by their daughter, Dorothy V.
Meiners (Ballwin)
Sherman, Dean by Larry Pattengill (Hartville)
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Address Change Form
Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:
o Subscribe me/us to the E-Messenger to save money on printing & postage.
Send to this e-mail address: _______________________________________________
o Change the address to: __________________________________________________
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip________
o Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:
o

Individual is deceased: please provide name _______________________________

o

Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the
duplicate _______________)

o

No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state

o

Other: ___________________________________________________________

Sherrid, Shirlene by her niece, Melba Hagman
(Kensington)
Sneed, Peggy by James and Janell Davis (Lenexa)
Smith, Charles and Effie Lou by Shirley S. Smith
(Salisbury)
Sutherland, Douglas by Summit Woods Baptist Church
(Lee’s Summit)
Sutherland, Earl by First Baptist Church (Farmington)
Switzer, Gerald by Peggy L. Switzer (Chillicothe)
Vancil, Winnie by Cynda Bearden (Senath)
Walkup, Louise by James Scott Walkup (Gower); Theresa
Zawodny and Gregg Walkup (St. Joseph)
Warren, Doris J. by Debra Sue Thompson (Camdendon);
Gene and Vickie Hilton, Timothy and Joy Scott
(Camdenton); Jody L. Hanner (Osage Beach); Jo Ann
Crowell (Rolla)
Wehmer, Rebecca Jane by her mother, Marguerite
Wehmer (Willow Springs)
Whitener, Ben by Kay Whitener (Festus)
Wilkerson, Arlene by Ron and Judy Howerton (Conway)
Williams, Timmy by Beverly Mattli (Fayette)

Honorariums

Abernatha, Pastor Christian for Pastor Appreciation
from Darwin and Carol Bears (Macon)
Blankenship, Sharon by Barbara Schmitt (Aurora)
Brattin, Leanne by Cecil Brattin (Wheaton)
Bray, Pastor Phill by For Pastor Appreciation from Darwin
and Carol Bears (Macon)
Don Milberg Family by Harry and Vera Milberg (St. Louis)
Elrod, Howard and Edith by Madelyn Schnick (Strafford)
Forsythe, Lois on her 94th birthday by Martha North
(Waco)
Huff, Susan by Renee O’Hanion (Potosi)
Lamb, Myra for Christmas by her Sunday School Class at
Fellowship of Wildwood (Ballwin)
Landers, Dr. Burnell “Tony” by Robie Mathews
(Independence)

Lawson Jolly by Philip and Jennifer Rothschild
(Springfield)
Merrell, Bobbie by for Christmas from Tom Merrell
(Spring)
Owens, Pastor Sam for Pastor Appreciation by Darwin
and Carol Bears (Macon)
Penland, Terry by Michael and Sheila McAdam
(Kansas City)
Phelps, Erin by Mr. and Mrs. Thad Stubbs (Ashland)
Robinson, Carol Rene by her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Ronald
Robinson (Cape Girardeau)
Saulsbury, Kyler and Erik by their grandmother Phyllis
Saulsbury (Kansas City)
Sheddrick, Gay by Alicia Ragsdale (Branson)
Sides, Sarah by Shannon Penna for Christmas (Aurora)
Springate, Bob by Frank Denton (St. Hedwig)
Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. Rocky by Henry and Roseann
Clever (St. Charles)
Swan, June by Nancy Swan (Parkville)
Terry, Jayne by Angela Vincent (Pierce City)
The Senter Family by Mark and Helen and their parents
and sister, Wana by Marla Senter Morris (Fort Worth)
Wayne and Donna Kay Taylor for Christmas by Ryan
Taylor (Falmouth)

Online Donations

If you would like to make a donation to care
for hurting children with your credit or debit
card, simply visit www.mbch.org and click the
“Donate” button on any page to go to the on-line
donation page.
If you have questions or problems with
on-line contributions to MBCH, please call
1-800-264-6224 and ask for John Jost. John can
help you with your web based giving.
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Change Service Requested

Format
4-Person Scramble

Prizes Awarded
1st Place Foursome
2nd Place Foursome

Tournament Schedule
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Lunch/Registration
12:30 pm Shotgun Start
5:30 pm Awards Recognition

