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“Publish His glorious deeds among
the nations. Tell everyone about the
amazing things He does.”
Psalm 96:3 (NLT)
November 2019

President’s Update

I

board and staff meetings I was
pleased to announce that in the first three
quarters of this year, MBCH through its
affiliates, MBCH Children and Family Ministries
and The LIGHT House, has touched almost 5,200
lives in one way or another. In addition, we have had
156 permanencies in the same time period. These
are children who have either been reunified with
their families, had guardianships appointed, or were
adopted. Seventy children fall in the last category.
(Over the past 5 years alone, MBCH has helped
to facilitate more than 1,500 children in finding
“forever homes.”)
In addition, we are aware of 15 decisions for
Christ through the first three quarters of 2019. We
praise God for the work He is doing in our midst and for the opportunity
to join Him in that work.
I am also grateful for the opportunities we have been afforded to
offer the Stewards of Children training in churches and other venues
across the state. This is designed to raise awareness so we can combat
the abuse, neglect, and/or victimization of our children. David Burch,
our church engagement strategist, tells me we are on track to provide
this training to more than 1,500 people this year. If you have not yet
been through this training and would like to learn more about it, please
contact us and we will be more than pleased to visit with you about this.
It is imperative that we be cognizant of those we come in contact
with who may be victims of abuse and/or neglect and know what to do
should we encounter someone who is experiencing this. I recently heard
of a boy who entered state custody who had been kept chained under
the porch of his home. Another young man entered care who had been
abused and neglected and was badly malnourished. A physician stated
if he had remained where he was he would not have lived another week.
And, sadly, a three year old girl was being victimized so her mother
could obtain drugs. The hurt, the trauma, and the devastating impacts
on these children are overwhelming.
These are tragedies that should have been avoided. Let us commit
ourselves to be aware of what people around us are experiencing and
be prepared and willing to take the necessary steps to protect them.
n our recent

You can be a missionary right here in Missouri.
These are live-in positions where you are on duty for
seven days and then off for seven days. This schedule
allows you to commute only one day a week and
be in your home every other week, which means
you do not have to relocate. Go to our website at
www.mbch.org or call our Human Resources
department at 800-264-6224 for more information.

I

in October, but by the time
you read this, we will be well into the holiday
season with Thanksgiving and Christmas.
MBCH will be in the midst of preparing for the
holidays and making them as special for our
children, youth, and families as we can. Thank you
for your support in helping make these days special for them. Let me
also wish you and yours a most joyous Christmas because of Him who
came and gave Himself for us.
Thank you again for your partnership with us in our ministry
of serving God by responding to the needs of children, youth, and
families to make a lasting difference in their lives. With your help, that
is certainly happening.
am writing this

Russell L. Martin, President

I

am very excited to announce that by the time you read this, the
program for human trafficking rescue for minors (female) should
be open in the Kansas City area. This is being done in partnership
with the Blue River-Kansas Baptist Association and its Restoration
House (a program for adults).
This unit will join the one we have in operation on the east side of
the state in the St. Louis area. We appreciate so much the leadership
of Rodney Hammer, director of missions, and Geoffrey Arbuckle,
president of Restoration House, in helping to bring this ministry to
fruition.

W

always looking for staff who will work directly
with our residents in care. We are in real need of husbands
and wives who feel the call of God to serve His children by
serving as residential specialists on our Hutchens Campus in Mount
Vernon, MO.
e are almost
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Russell Martin presented the MBCH Annual Report to the Missouri
Baptist Convention Annual Meeting in Branson, October 29. In an earlier
session, Martin was presented the “Distinguished Service Award” by
the Christian Life Commission of the Missouri Baptist Convention for his
leadership at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home.
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News

Women’s Ministry in Missouri
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
ALL NEW FOR 2020!
We are so EXCITED to announce an all NEW event for Girls in
Grades 3-6, 7-8, 9-12 and all Women in 2020. This is a remake of the
TGE (Trust God in Everything) Event that we’ve sponsored for over
10 years.

Special Guest Speaker: Dr. Chareissa Newbold.
You’ll love Dr. Chareissa who will be sharing her testimony and
will lead us in looking at the good, the bad, and the ugly of ministering
to domestic violence victims and their families.

Praise and Worship Leader: Camille Clark

(Formerly Trust God in Everything)

February 22-23, 2020
Register at: www.mbch.org
$40 per person
Registration opens November 1, 2019.

Oasis Hotel and Convention Center
2546 N. Glenstone Avenue | Springfield, MO
Hotel Reservations: 417.866.5253
Ask for Missouri Baptist Children’s Home UR: Gathering Rate
(Up to 5 per room, free breakfast.)

Camille serves as the Worship & Youth Associate at Concord
Church in St. Louis, Mo. She loves to bring people into worship through
music. You’re going to LOVE our worship segments together.
Ephesians 2:10 will be the theme scripture for 2020 as we look at
who God says we are! The world has a lot to say about who we are...but
we must know who God says we are.
There will be separate breakout sessions for the women and the
girl’s based on the theme and focal scripture verse. They will have fun
games and crafts that will emphasize the scripture text.
We hope you’ll join us for our all NEW EVENT for Girls and
Women UR: Gathering on February 22-23, 2020. We are expecting
a sellout event and are looking forward with GREAT expectation to
what God is going to do in and through our time.
Schedule: Feb. 22: Registration 11 a.m. – 12:25 p.m.
		
Event 12:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
		
Feb. 23: 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
For more information,
please contact Wanda Shellenbarger,
Women’s Ministry Specialist/Church Engagement Catalyst
at Wanda.Shellenbarger@mbch.org or 417.529.0724.

A new BLESSINGS CORNER will be featured at the
UR: Gathering that will give you an opportunity to bless those
in our homes for Developmentally Disabled Adults. You may
bring any of the following items:
Paper Towels 			
2 Ply Toilet Paper
Liquid Dishwashing Soap		
Dishwasher Soap
Kleenex 				Mouthwash
Hand Sanitizer 			
Napkins
Windex 				Deodorant (Men & Women)
Body Wash (Men & Women)
Shampoo (Men & Women)
Toothpaste 			
Liquid hand soap
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2019 Fall Festival at The Branches
By Greta Bradley, Program Manager, The Branches of Brookline
The 2019 Branches Fall Festival was a success! On Saturday,
September 28, The Branches staff and residents gathered in the living
room at The Branches home and opened our Festival with prayer. We
prayed for an ability to show God’s love to every person present, for His
protection for the event and to praise Him ahead of time for what He
was going to do that afternoon for His purpose on this beautiful campus.
We had 68 people in attendance this year. The chili cook-off seemed
to resonate well with folks. Eleven CrockPot entries of various kinds of chili showed
up! The judges who tasted all 11 chilies
were Jeff Hicks, MBCH Foundation
Regional Representative, Gary Cooper,
TFC Specialist in Springfield and Sandy
Herd, Office Manager for First Baptist
Brookline.
The winners were: 1st place “Deer
Chili” by Stacy Howell, maintenance
employee for MBCH Children and

Stacy Howell received his
“First Place Chili” award
from Greta Bradley.
Family Ministries (MBCH
CFM); 2nd place, “Bacon Yay!
Chili” by Susan Blakey, family
of one of our residents at The
Branches and 3rd place “Italian
Chili” by Cathy Rowan, Office
Manager for the MBCH CFM
Springfield office.

The weather was “hot” but did
not melt our spirits! With the rain
going south of us, all of our yard
games were good to go with the
exception of using the fire pit to roast
marshmallows. It was just too windy.
The returning yard games
were pumpkin bowling, the Corn
Cob-Scare Crow Toss and the
pumpkin shoot. We added a second
photo booth option this year – one
outside and one inside the barn. We
also recently added a projection
screen for the barn, so a slide show
Cathy Rowan (left) was the
of the year’s activities could be Third Place winner in the chili
viewed by our visitors. The addition
cook-off.
of face painting by Shelly Howell and
Thankful Watercolor Artwork with Sheila Wilson RN were also big hits.
And always a favorite were the
Pet Therapy Dogs of the Ozarks!
Four teams came out this year and
mingled with our residents and
visitors. They are so therapeutic
for us!
A multitude of “Thanks” for
the many volunteers who worked
hard in making this event happen
in a safe and successful way! I can’t
wait till next year’s Fall Festival!

Susan Blakey (left) won Second Place
for her chili.

Fred and Gloria Jones are Stepping Up for Kids
By Makenzie Baker, TFC Specialist, Bridgeton

Fred and Gloria Jones were honored at the 6th annual Stepping Up for Kids banquet on October 11,
2019 in St. Louis. Mr. and Mrs. Jones have been working with kids from hard places since 2004. “The young
people in the Jones home are reminded every day that they are precious and loved”.
Home-finding workers are always excited when there is an opening in the Jones’ home because they are
committed to working through challenges and difficult behaviors. What many teachers and foster parents fear,
Mrs. Jones courageously welcomes into her home. For those children and teenagers who are overly sexualized
or who truly struggle with school, Mrs. Jones advocates for them to make sure they get the services they need
in order to heal and be successful. “They don’t give up!”
While Mrs. Jones has gone out of her way on several occasions to provide exceptional care for the children
in our program, it is the way she prioritizes their mental health and physical care that stands out the most.
Regardless of where the child’s therapy is located or how many sessions there are, Mrs. Jones makes sure that
they get to all of their appointments. She also models and promotes healthy eating habits for the kids in her
care. “The Jones family is truly a gift to our kids and our agency and we are grateful for them.”
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Ukraine Foster/Adoptive Camp

MBCH staff members, Kris Lowry and Amy Johnson travelled to the New Hope Ukraine Summer Camp for
foster/adoptive families. Their primary role was to train foster/adoptive parents in many of the same techniques
taught to families at MBCH Children and Family Ministries.The following stories report their experiences.

Seeing God Work in Extraordinary Ways
By Kris Lowry, Family Resource Development Specialist

T

he first day at camp in Ukraine I woke

up, after many hours of travel, and felt
refreshed, strengthened, and ready as
I saw God directing the day. The verse of the
day in my Bible application was “And I heard
the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here I am!
Send me.’” Isaiah 6:8 ESV
Amazing! His Word is always timely.
I said that to God 20 years ago when I began following Jesus and it’s
just incredible to see where saying that takes you. It has brought me to
MBCH almost 11 years ago and has taken me to Ukraine twice.
It has introduced me to people I hold dear in my heart like Alexander
and Luda who I met at camp the first year as they opened up about their
marriage and children and we prayed together for healing. I was able
to see them again and ask how things have been.
Rooslan was at camp last year and God has knitted our hearts
together though language separates
us. He was learning English as I was
learning Ukrainian this year and we
would talk to each other...it was quite
a riot.
Vlad, with whom I shared a room
at camp, shared his testimony of how
God drew him to Himself. Olga who
said she hears God speaking clearly
through me both from the Bible and
class lecture. It’s an evening I spent
talking to Jahanna and her husband about their children in foster care,
traveling, and their hopes and dreams.
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Pavil, a friend from the previous year, who has three biological
children and ten children in foster care, lives in a city near a nuclear
power plant and many people have cancer. We talked for over an hour
of their hopes for a building in another city which could be fixed up as
a place where they could move.
I spoke with a woman who was a refugee and she fosters children.
Her family had to leave their dream home they just finished building
due to war and moved to the area near where the camp is located.
The morning after speaking with the woman who was a refugee the
Lord reminded me of this scripture...“For everyone who has been born
of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world – our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” 1 John 5:4-5

I

am just so thankful. So thankful I am able to experience the goodness

of God in these relationships, to see His goodness and providence
in relationships with children, to see what He is doing in other parts
of the world and how dear He is to the people. I am moved to just say
thank you. Thank you for allowing me to peek in to what God is doing
with people in another part of the world. Thank you for allowing me
to build and continue to build relationships with friends in Christ. It
is an honor and a privilege.
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Eastern Europe Partnerships

Children in Ukraine (and Missouri) Need Someone to
Say, “Come Home”
By Amy Johnson, Training and Development Director

T

100,000
orphans in Ukraine,
a country roughly the
same size as Texas. Over
the past few years, Missouri
Baptist Children’s Home has
developed a partnership with
New Hope Ukraine which
is hard at work connecting
Christian families with the
children in need. It was an
honor for me to have been
selected as an MBCH staff
trainer at New Hope Ukraine’s
Summer Camp. I was able
to teach many of the same Amy taking a selfie with many of the
foster families in her training.
principles about dealing with
trauma that I teach to MBCH
foster families.
My co-worker, Kris Lowry, and I taught class Monday through
Friday. During class we discussed the spiritual, emotional, physical and
ecological needs of the children
who have come from the trauma
of an orphanage. Throughout
the week the training focused
on simple concepts that could
be practiced immediately. The
majority of the concepts came from
the training of Dr. Karyn Purvis
and Dr. David Cross; Trust-Based
Relational Intervention. Foster
parents learned the importance
of prayer, physical touch, play,
staying hydrated and more.
It was a week of connecting
Amy and Chris Ferkel led many
and growing with brothers and
recreational activities at camp.
sisters in Christ. I met so many
amazing Christian foster families
and heard so many amazing stories. These families sacrifice so much in
order to provide care for children from Ukrainian orphanages. I wish
I could share all of the stories here, but I will limit myself to just one.

a holiday weekend. After the holiday was over, the boy attended school
with the other children in this foster home.
As the school day was ending, the boy called the foster mom and
asked, “What should I do? Come to your house or go back to the orphanage?”
The mom asked, “What do you want to do?” The boy replied, “I want to
live with you!” Then he asked the mom, “What do you want me to do?”
She thought about her answer for a moment then replied, “Come home!”

ne foster mom told a story of an orphan who wrote to her and
her husband asking them to take care of him. (Amazingly,
these foster parents – Peter and Larissa Bukh – hosted the first
team from MBCH in their home two years ago!) The Bukh’s already
had five biological children and ten foster/adoptive children in their
home. Through a random situation (although we all know it was really
God’s intervention), that same orphan came to stay in her home during

In addition to the team of Kris Lowry and Amy Johnson working in the
New Hope Ukraine Camp, Board Member Chris Ferkel, his wife and
daughter also travelled to Ukraine for the Summer Camp.
Chris went as a representative of Sports Crusaders and worked with
the kids on soccer skills.
Kristi Theriot, TFC Supervisor, also travelled to Moldova in July to do
training for foster parents and children at a camp there.

here are

O
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Peter and Larissa Bukh with 9 of their children.
This story broke me. I was in tears because the story was so touching.
This orphan found a forever home. My tears were for another reason;
there are so many children in Ukraine and in Missouri waiting for a
family to say, “Come home.”
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Is there Room in Your Heart for Our Kids?

“And while they
were there (in
Bethlehem), the
time came for her
to give birth. And
she gave birth to
her firstborn son
and wrap p ed
him in swaddling
clothes and laid
him in a manger,
because there
was no place for
them in the inn.”
Luke 2:6-7 (ESV)

Dear Friends,
Have you ever thought about how much of what
we believe about the Christmas story comes from
Christmas pageants, Christmas cards, Christmas carols
and Christmas movies? For instance, the Bible never
mentions that there were 3 “kings” that visited Mary,
Joseph and the baby Jesus. We have just taken the fact
that there were 3 gifts and decided that there must have
been 3 givers. Then the Christmas carol transformed
them from “magi” or “wisemen” into “kings.”
One discrepancy between Scripture and tradition
that has always fascinated me is the Innkeeper who turned
Mary and Joseph away, only to let them stay in his stable.
Almost every aspect of what we think of that part of the
story is absent from Scripture. There is no “innkeeper”
mentioned, we just assume there must be one. There is no
stable mentioned, we just assume that the manger must
have been inside somewhere. And there is no real link
between the “stable” and the “inn.” The place where Jesus
was born may have had no connection to an inn at all!
I think the most important part of this aspect of the
Christmas story is where Luke simply records that “there
was no place for them in the inn.”
Can you imagine that feeling? Imagine you are
Joseph, travelling far from home with his VERY pregnant
wife. When you get to your destination, you are turned
away from lodging – “Sorry, I have no room for you!” I think
we can probably feel the rejection and despair. It was so
overwhelming that Joseph settled for a small, dirty place
for Mary to give birth.
In a very real sense, most of the children who come
to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home have been told that
same thing. Their parents have said, “we don’t have room
for you in our lives.” Sometimes they have said that through
neglect. Sometimes they have said it through physical
abuse. Sometimes it is with verbal abuse. In addition to
a sense of hopelessness, these children come to us with
a devastating sense of rejection.
“Mark” is a 15-year-old young man who came
to MBCH earlier this year. He had been so badly
abused and neglected by his family that he had to
spend the first week in the hospital. He was horribly
malnourished because his family didn’t believe he
was important enough to feed. The doctors told us
that if he had not been removed from that family
and placed with us, he probably would not have
survived another week!
Fortunately, most of the children in care at MBCH
have not been subjected to this degree of abuse and
neglect, but how do you really measure the trauma
inflicted on children through ANY neglect? They have
all suffered the trauma of rejection. They all need to know
that they are important enough to provide a place for.
That is why I am writing to you. I know you believe
in our ministry to neglected, abused and broken children

and teens. Your gift at Christmas will help sustain a place
of hope, healing and restoration. It is important that all
children have a place: a place where they can be loved, a
place where they can find Jesus. We are providing care
for more than 700 children in our campus-based and
community-based ministries. Many of them had never
heard the story of Jesus before being placed with MBCH.
These children need you to consider repeating and even
increasing that gift this year.
It is because of people like you that we were able to
provide for Mark’s needs.
When he had recovered enough to leave the
hospital, a Treatment Family Care family took
him into their home. They showed him love and
cared for him in ways he had never experienced
before. Because he came into care so horribly
malnourished, he was able to gain 51 pounds in
his first month with this family!
I know I don’t need to remind you that November
and December are extremely busy months. We have so
many things we want to do and feel we need to do. Many
of those things involve our families and other loved ones.
It is so very easy to forget God’s hurting children. It is
so very hard to find room in our busy schedules to share
Jesus with someone who has never heard about His love
and forgiveness. Will you find room for our kids this year?
We know from decades of experience that many
of our children begin to see God’s love through the
generosity of Christian people at Christmas. You will
never fully know the joy you create in our children
when they open their Christmas presents and hear that
someone they will never meet cared enough to share
Christmas with them. You will never fully know how
many children you have helped find “forever families”
(the number is 156 through the first nine months of this
year!). You will never fully know how many you have
helped become a part of God’s eternal family. (We are
aware of 15 decisions for Christ so far this year!)
I want to thank you in advance for sharing the
joy of Christmas with children who, most likely, are
experiencing it for the very first time in their young lives.
Help them know they have a hope that will last not only
for a season, but for a lifetime.
			Blessings,

			
Russell L. Martin,
			President
P.S. Please mail your gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044.
You can also make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just
click on the “Donate Now” button and select “Christmas”
as the gift designation.

Ministries

Pull Up a Chair and Help Change a Life
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

D

o you ever hear tragic stories of families

or children from hard places in your
community and wonder what you
can do to make a difference? Often there
are hurting people in your church and in
your community, but helping them can seem
overwhelming and complicated.
We know that when Jesus was asked which
commandment was the greatest, His initial
response was probably what the disciples
expected. Jesus instructed us to love God
with all our heart, soul, and mind, but then
He added something. Jesus then shared that
we are to love our neighbor as our self and that
this commandment is like the first.
Learning how to effectively love and
minister to our neighbor is a key to effective
discipleship, but the issues we see in our
world can be complex. We have people in our
churches and in our communities, neighbors,
who have suffered the trauma of various kinds
of abuse, failures in work and relationships,
families facing financial failures, marriages
about to dissolve, and so many other hurtful and discouraging life
situations.
It is easy to begin to think that you don’t have the skills or
knowledge to know how to help. How did loving our neighbor become
so challenging? Somehow we need a way to equip people to have the
confidence they need to love their neighbors well and to develop
relationships with hurting people in our churches and communities. We
know that relationships can be transformational, but where do we start?

I

n 2020, MBCH will be asking churches to engage with us and seek

out people who are willing to learn to love their neighbor well. We
are excited to be piloting a new ministry opportunity known simply
as Open Table™.
With this new ministry, MBCH staff will partner with the church
to assist in recruiting and equipping lay people in the church to minister
directly to people in need right in your community. As the church
recruits groups of people to form a “table” or perhaps multiple tables,
the people serving will have opportunity to be trained and equipped to
effectively engage in ministry with those in need in their community.
A table may serve a survivor of human trafficking, a youth aging
out of foster care, a family trying to reunite with their child, or someone
within your church who is facing some big life challenges such as a single
mom, a widow or a spouse of a deployed soldier. The opportunities
are really limitless. As tables form, they will be equipped to develop
relationships and effectively serve those in need.
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A

re you willing to pull up a chair and help change a life? You could

bring your life skills, education, experience and networked
connections to the table and partner with a team to make a
difference. The idea is not complex. Each table is composed of a group
of 6 to 12 volunteers who make a year-long commitment to act as a
networked team of life specialists, encouragers, and advocates for
the people being helped. You do not need to be a professional in any of
these areas. Volunteers just need “common sense/personal experience”
knowledge and a heart for ministry.
As a table serves a brother, sister, or family, they establish goals,
accountability and develop an overall life plan. Table members then
use their connections, skills and life experience to support the plan.
The relationships formed allow church members to serve as the hands
and feet of Jesus, loving the most vulnerable in their community. The
relationships that form around the table, will not only transform the
life of the brother, sister, or family being served, but they will have a
forever impact on all those who serve as well.
So, are you ready to pull up a chair? If your church is interested
in engaging with MBCH in this ministry, please contact David
Burch, Church Engagement Strategist at david.burch@mbch.org or
417-380-1082.

An anonymous participant said,
“I learned to problem solve. Relationships – good
relationships – gave me a new world view. I loved all the
members of my table. They helped me with
balance in my life. They surrounded me with love.”
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CaMp 18five Update
By Jan Greninger, Program Director

A

youth we love going to camp. Our camp days
are filled with activities such as swimming, recreation, crafts,
making new friends that will last forever, learning about the
Gospel and finding adult leaders who somehow become heroes. These
people support us for the week and encourage us to try one more time
to do something that was out of our comfort zone. When camp was
over, it was hard to wait until the next year to return to camp.
The theme of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home’s camp that has
been held annually for the past eleven years is “And whoever welcomes
one such child in my name welcomes me.” (Matthew 18:5)That is why we
call it CaMp 18five.
We have many volunteers who come to camp and “welcome
one such child.” CaMp 18five cannot happen without our volunteers
whether it is helping to prepare the meals, being a cabin leader, teaching
crafts, or helping in recreation. We treasure these volunteers and their
dedication and love for these kids.
Our kids have experienced deep levels of trauma throughout their
lives and this has greatly affected how they perceive and respond to the
world. Activities of everyday life are often overwhelming and terrifying
to our kids. This camp is for kids from hard places who have experienced
things that most of us cannot nor want to imagine. CaMp 18five is a safe
and supportive place where our kids can experience some of the very
same things that we experienced as a camper….swimming, recreation,
crafts, making new friends and learning about the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
s children and

A

couple of highlights from this year’s camp stand out to me. The
campers are able to experience a challenge course where they
are challenged to climb a wall (similar to the ones on Ninja
Warrior) in an effort to make it to the top. You truly get lost in the
moment as everyone is gathered around cheering and praying in unity
that this kid makes it
up the wall. For most
of our kids, the “walls”
in their lives have been
faced alone so to have a
crowd of people loving
you and cheering you
on is amazing and is an
important part of their
healing.
One camper
expressed it this way,
“although I am big, I
made it all the way up
the wall.” Along with
a crowd of her peers
and camp leaders, she
was so proud of her
accomplishment.
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Throughout the week, camp leaders find every opportunity
possible to inspire and connect with the campers. They offer words
of encouragement and support all while sharing their hearts and love
for the campers who have not always had adults in their lives who care
and love them well.

T

he last night of camp, there is a talent show. Campers and
camp leaders spend all week preparing and practicing as well
as mustering up the courage to perform their talent. It becomes
another occasion where they are encouraged and cheered on by their
peers and camp leaders.
If you are the one performing and you have a hesitation or become
fearful, immediately there are friends up on stage with you, encouraging
you and reassuring you that you can do this. They will more than likely
even stand beside you while you perform your talent.
One of the best things we heard that night was when one of the
kiddos was talking about being in the system and not having anyone in
his corner, then he gestured out at the crowd and said “but now I have
people.” Also during the talent show, a cabin leader was standing and
dancing to the rap-ish song that a camper was performing. It was an
awesome moment because there was such a generational difference of
music between the two.
We later learned that the cabin leader had told the camper that he
would stand while the young man performed in case he got nervous.
If the camper got nervous, he was to look at his cabin leader and relax
and pretend to only be singing to him. The camper later said of his
performance, “I did get nervous singing, but I looked at my cabin leader
and that settled me down”.
Connection is at the heart of what we do, and camp gives these
kids opportunities to connect in ways they wouldn’t otherwise be able.
Many shared stories about connections they have with some of the staff
who work with them. Connections between camp staff and campers
makes a huge difference in the lives of these campers and connections
are made in ways that
we cannot see…but it
is happening!
Camp becomes
a place where camp
leadership connect
with campers from
hard places. It is a place
where heroes are born!
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Our Children’s Christmas List
Christmas planning is already
underway at Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home. Lists are being made in the hopes
of making this the best Christmas season
ever for our children and youth.
Our children come from lives of chaos,
not calm; violence, not peace. Their lives
have been filled with neglect, abuse, anger,
betrayal and despair. Each year we work
hard to make Christmas a wonderful
experience for the children in our care. For
many, this Christmas will be the FIRST
time they’ve heard the Christmas Story.
The holiday memories and traditions
experienced at MBCH this year may be
the only ones they have ever had.
You can help us make the holiday
season special by providing Christmas
presents for our children. The following
“wish list” details many of the items we
need to make this Christmas memorable.
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home has
3 campuses and 4 offices across the state
of Missouri. We serve approximately 90
children at any one time on our campuses.
We also work with the infants of the mothers
in our Pregnancy Services programs and
with more than 800 children of all ages in
our foster/adoptive programs. The ages
of the children in our residential program
range from 6 to 21, however, the majority of
our children are 11-18.

Adult coloring books
Markers/Colored pen sets
Arts/crafts for all ages through adult
Axe cologne gift sets
Basketballs/nerf balls
Bath and body sets
Bath towels
Black hair care products- no aerosols
Camel-Bak water bottles
Canvases and art supply sets
CD’S- Baby Einstein
Christian CD’S including Christian rock
Comforter sets/accessories (i.e. pillows,
rugs, sheets, etc) - Twin
DVD’S- G to PG 13
Educational toys babies birth to 2
Fidget spinners
Gift Cards - Shoe Carnival/Footlocker,
Target, Dollar Tree/Dollar Store,
QuikTrip, McDonald, Forever 21,
Macy’s, Rue 21, Beauty Supply Store,
H&M, Wal-Mart, Carter’s and Children’s
Place
Lego sets
Luggage/ Duffel bags

Model cars/planes/etc.
MP3 players with ear buds
Non-toxic glue/paints
Paw Patch Items
Race tracks and cars
Remote control cars/batteries
Ride-on toys
Teen/Young adult devotional books
Transformers/action figures
Weighted blankets
Christmas Gift Bags (M, LG, X-LG)
Purses - Teens and Young Adult
Fleece Blankets - Kids/Adults, Male and
Female
Cozy Covers for car seats
Visa gift cards - pre-paid

Clothing Items:
Baby Sleepers - Newborn to 18 months
Outfits - Toddler Size - 2T-4T, 6
Pajamas - boys/girls - sizes 5/6, 7/8.
10/12. boys 14/16, mens sleep pants
small, medium, large, x-large, 2x

Items are needed by December 9
(Unwrapped, Please!)
Items Can Be Sent to: MBCH Campus Store,
11300 St. Charles Rock Rd., Bridgeton, MO 63044.
For more information call 1-800-264-6224
and ask for Kathy Crawley or Flo Anderson.
November 2019
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Sanctity of Life

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Churches recognize the third Sunday in January as
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. In 2020, the date will be
January 19. We hope you will spend time to join us in prayer
and mourning for the loss of more than 55 million babies and
the pain suffered by those who are suffering the loss from
those decisions.
This day celebrates the intrinsic value of all human life. This
important day also provides an opportunity for MBCH Children
and Family Ministries and The LIGHT House to share about the
work we do to bring life-affirming resources to help empower
women to choose life for their unborn children through our
Pregnancy Services ministry.
MBCH Children and Family Ministries encourages
you to celebrate Sanctity of Life Sunday in your church and
community. Resources are available on our website at www.
mbch.org. (Similar materials are available for The LIGHT
House at www.lighthousekc.org.)

They Waited a Long Time for
Each Other
Lu lu ca me i nto
C h i ld ren’s Div ision
custody several years
ago. W hen it was
determined that she
cou ld not ret urn to
her biological family,
the process began in
searching for a Forever
Family. This was not an
easy process for anyone involved- including Lulu. She had experienced
an incredible amount of loss and trauma and this made it difficult for
her to trust others.
Lulu had multiple professionals who truly wanted what was best
for her – they fought hard for her – day-after-day, month-after-month
and even year-after-year. Over time, many of the professionals changed,
Lulu had multiple placements and disappointments and she was getting
older. One thing that didn’t change was her desire to be a part of a family.
Lulu is a sweet inquisitive and intelligent young lady who loves
animals and loves to care for them. She enjoys school and is very focused.
After much searching, a family was identified that might be a good
fit for Lulu. The process of completing their home study, going through
training and getting to know each other was long. There were barriers
along the way but their relationship continued to grow into a family.
The court date finally came and the judge pronounced them a family.
Pearl and Bob were now the proud parents of an amazing 14 year old
girl. That’s a long time to wait but it was well worth it.
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They Chose Life
By Von Hulin, Program Director

B

ecause I have been around for a while, I often find myself telling
stories of what something was like back in the day – the people
around me will confirm that I have a story for everything. I do
the same thing with my “life” at MBCH.
As we celebrate Sanctity of Human Life in January, it caused me to
look back and recall stories of when someone chose life for their child.
I think about a birth mother who had chosen an adoption plan for her
child. I remember that day driving the baby from the hospital to their
temporary home and highway traffic was at a complete standstill because
the President was in town for some event. Since there was nothing else
to do but wait- I remember telling that 2 day old baby that the President
of the United States would be driving by in a few minutes and that it
was kind of a big deal and that she needed to remember that moment.
We talked about some of the things that were going on in our world and
that she would soon be meeting some people who would do their very
best to love her and prepare her for that world. That baby is now almost
30 years old and I wonder where her journey took her.

I

also think about a picture taken on the couch of our maternity home
in the mid 90’s. Mr. Kenison (the president of MBCH at the time)
had come to Coleman House for their Christmas party. We had been
blessed with a baby boom and there were five babies in the house. We
put Mr. Kenison on the couch and placed all of those babies around
him. To this day we don’t know who was more nervous.
I remember spending several hours talking to a gentleman whose
teenage granddaughter had recently found out she was pregnant. After
much prayer and processing, she made the decision to parent her child.
That grandfather often talked about how they couldn’t imagine their
life without this little one.
I recall numerous hospital rooms that I’ve walked into where those
rooms had been transformed into a sacred space of new beginnings,
deep faith, reconciliation, and amazing love.
I truly could go on and on but there isn’t time or space. This is just
a glimpse of where life was chosen over and over again and the stories
are still being written.
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Sanctity of Life

An Adoption Story
ByDavid Broxterman, Adoption Manager, The LIGHT House

A couple of weeks ago I received a phone call from a young lady
who had just given birth to a baby boy. She explained that she intended
to place the child with an adoptive family and was given our number
by the hospital social worker. I headed to the hospital to meet with her
where she was recovering.
After talking with her and her mother for about an hour, they
recalled a family they knew who were waiting to adopt. A phone call
was placed to the waiting mother who could not have been more excited.
She told me that her and her husband were home study approved and
that it had been completed only six months ago.
The prospective adoptive mom arrived at the hospital about an
hour later and was greeted warmly. Her husband arrived later in the
day with some other family members. They all quickly bonded over the
new born child as I made the necessary connections with the attorney’s.
The adopting family was given a room in on the maternity floor
and the adoptive mother was fitted with a hospital gown. They spent
the night enjoying the baby and each other as any parents of a new born
child would. The following day, the family was able to return to their
home where they had been preparing and praying for the child that was
now coming with them.
With all of the various factors that can effect placing a child with
an adoptive family it was a joyful day for everyone involved.

Eli is a 12-year-old boy and is of average
stature for his age. He has a big heart and is
very friendly and empathetic toward others.
He tries to see the best in everyone and has
been described as very sweet and kind.
Eli responds very positively to praise
and positive affirmation. He is also very
sensitive and gets his feelings hurt easily.
He wants everyone to like him and often
doesn’t understand that everyone may not
“click” with him. He can be overly “friendly”
in an effort to make friends and get attention.
He has struggled in the past with anger issues and a poor self-image
but has shown remarkable progress in those areas recently. He enjoys
video games and has played sports such as “Mighty Might’s” football
and Basketball. He loves to write and has a real talent for spinning a tale.
Eli is in the 6th grade. He does well in school when he applies
himself. He has a couple of good friends, but he does not make friends
easily. He is in good physical health. He has had regular physical and
dental check-ups and no concerns noted.
Eli requires a home that is stable and an environment that is
predictable. He responds well to positive reinforcement. He would be
best served in a home that could limit electronic use and encourage
personal interaction.
To adopt a child in the custody of the state (like Eli), you must
complete the training and licensing requirements for foster care.
Typically, there is little or no cost. MBCH Children and Family
Ministries staff can work with you to determine your eligibility and to
inform you of the procedures necessary to adopt children in the state
foster care system. In many areas of Missouri, MBCH CFM is able
to provide the training. For more information call 1-800-264-6224.

Home Opens for Minors
Who Are Survivors of
Human Trafficking
After months of planning, preparation and remodeling
the house for minor girls who are survivors of human trafficking
has opened in the Kansas City Area. The removations of
this house were funded by Blue River-Kansas City Baptist
Association and Restoration House of Greater Kansas City.
This home will serve up to 7 minor girls (under 18 years of age).
The Grand Opening/Open House was held on November 6
(just as this issue of The Messenger was going to press).There
will be more information about the house and grand opening
in the February Messenger.
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Staff from MBCH, Blue River-Kansas City Baptist Association and Restoration
House were joined by Cass County Commissioners, donors and friends
for the ribbon cutting.
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Lives Being Changed – Lives Being Saved
The staff of The LIGHT House recently received
a letter from a former client. The text of that letter
follows:

Freedom
A Poem by a Human Trafficking Rescue Client
At one point in life
We were living a life of strife.
Strife so deep
All we wanted to do was weep.
We were used,
We were abused.
Our bodies were sold;
Afraid of death if we told.
“I’m going to escape”, we swore.
But fear set in.
“Maybe next time,”
We’d say within.
As time goes by
We began to make up lies.
“It’s not that bad.”
“This pocketbook is rad.”
When it was only an escape –
Escape for the life.
This is so trife.
We began to plan, Plan our escape.
Knowing “daddy” will not be a fan, we run.
Feeling like our feet weigh a ton.
As we run, we begin to worry,
I need to leave in a hurry.
Afraid to get caught,
I refuse again to be bought.
That vow Has given us our “how.”
“How will I survive?”
“How will I ever revive?”
Look at us now!
We’ve fulfilled our “how!”
We are free – Free to be me.
No longer slaves to fear,
Our lives we are able to steer.
We are able to flourish
Because God allowed us to nourish.
Because of Him, free I will remain.
Freedom will continue to reign.
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Dear staff of The LIGHT House,
Thank you for defending life! I am a
birthmother in an open adoption and I wrote this
poem a few months after my son’s birth. I still have
a wonderful relationship with him and the adoptive
family I chose for him.
I used an alias name for my poem to protect
the privacy of my triad, since I published it on
Adoption.com in 2000. I want to share it again
with you and the pro-life community.
God bless you all.

Precious Little Son

Today’s the day that you were made
A new life has begun
Within the womb inside of me
My precious little son.

I know someone is waiting
God has chosen them
To give you all the love you need
And Make you part of them.

From this first day you changed me
Now through your eyes I see
Do I want your eyes to look at
The same things that I see?

How I know you need them
How they have prayed for you to come
So they can shre a part of their world with
Their precious little son.

I look around at this world of mine
in a way I’ve never done.
I think ...Is it safe here
For my precious little son?

I found the happy smiling faces
That I want you to see
And they can’t wait to meet their son
That lives inside of me.

Sadly I know
The answer is No.
So I drop down to my knees.
I cry as I ask Jesus
Please help you and me.

There world is so much brighter
So I share my love for you
With lots of happy, smiling faces
And they will let me love you, too.

Where are the smiling faces
For your new eyes to see?
They are not here in my world
If I die...They may never be.
I can only protect you for a while
While you are safe inside of me.
So I search for smiling happy faces
For your brand new eyes to see.
Again I ask Jesus
To help me find someone
To love this life inside of me
My precious little son.

I will always love you
I want you to know
You are in my heart forever
You are everywhere I go.
Now we wait on your arrival
We can’t wait for you to see
How good it feels to share a lvoe
That only through God can be.
Our happy smiling faces
Stand together now as one
To love this life inside of me
Our precious little son.
©2000 Supporting the concept of open adoption for
the prevention of child abuse and abortion.
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The LIGHT House

Booth Fairs at Outreach Events:

The
LIGHT
House
News

In October, The LIGHT House had the opportunity to
participate in two community resource fairs. On October
5, we attended the Community Baby Shower event hosted
by The Triple A Foundation. This event allowed around 40
participants to obtain knowledge about different resources,
enjoy lunch and dessert, and win some raffle prizes. The
mom who won The LIGHT House raffle prize expressed her
thanks to our booth! This was a great community event to
interact with moms and dads who are not familiar with The
LIGHT House.
On October 13, we attended the Clay Platte Association
Annual Meeting hosted by Faith Community Church. At
this event, we were able to share what The LIGHT House and MBCH programs are doing to
community members. Some new connections were made with community members! Both
community resources also provided the opportunity to learn about some new community
resources for our clients.

Basement Bathroom Remodel
Residential Maternity Care
Parenting Skills
Community Outreach
Program
Licensed Adoption Agency
24/7 Hope Line
816-916-4434
www.lighthousekc.org
816-361-2233
If you would like to contribute to
the ministries of The LIGHT House,
please make your check payable to
“The LIGHT House” and mail to:
The LIGHT House,
11300 St. Charles Rock Road,
Bridgeton, MO 63044
November 2019

Since basement flooding at the maternity home in
2011, the bathroom had been unusable for 8 years. Over
the summer, The LIGHT House maternity home had
the absolute privilege to work with Workers for Christ
from Sterling Acres Baptist Church in Kansas City, MO.
Larry Odor, Bill Denman,
and Ken Basham put in
many volunteer hours to
remodel our basement
bat h room . Toget her,
all three men framed
walls, hung sheetrock
and dr y wall, repaired
plumbing, cut and installed tile, painted, and did some electrical
work. It was an honor to work with them, as they have servant
hearts and wanted to serve Christ in their work. Staff and clients
alike love the newly remodeled bathroom!

New Pillows!
As we continue to create a cozy home environment at the
maternity home, we are so thankful for some new and pretty
throw pillows! Becky Patterson, wife of The LIGHT House
board member David Patterson, and her women’s group worked
together to recover several pillows for us. They turned out
beautifully, and provide a more comfy environment!
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The LIGHT House

Sanctity of
Human Life
Sunday
January 19, 2020
Resources such as
bulletin inserts, sermon
helps, and videos are
available on our website at
www.lighthousekc.org.

LIGHT House
Christmas List
Outreach Program

Items for children’s goodie bags – Crayons,
coloring books, crayons, small toys,
play dough, candy, etc.

Maternity Home

Bath and Body Works gift sets for lotions/body
spray
Fleece throw blankets
Board games
Movies (not R-rated)
Mega blocks
Painting canvas
Cozy socks

Babies Needs

Socks
Teething Toys
Toys and books for under the age of 1
Stuffed Animals
Hairbrush Sets

All Programs

Gift cards for Quiktrip, Ross Dress-for-Less, Sonic,
Target, Walmart

The LIGHT House Outreach Program is looking for 3-4 groups that
can commit to volunteering one Tuesday evening per month! Can
you gather a team of volunteers who want to encourage & bless our
little ones while their parents attend educational classes?
• 1 Tuesday per month in 2020
• 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
• Located in the Brookside area of Kansas City
Contact Julie Karanja
for more information.
juliek.lighthouse@mbch.org

Items can be delivered to the offices of
The LIGHT House at Wornall Road Baptist Church,
400 W. Meyer Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64113
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Will You Help Provide Hope and Life for
Mothers and Their Babies?

“Jesus was born in
Bethlehem in Judea,
during the reign of
King Herod. About
that time some wise
men from eastern
l a n d s a r r i ve d i n
Jerusalem, asking,
‘Where is the newborn
king of the Jews? We
saw his star as it rose,
and we have come
to worship him.’”
Matthew 2:1-2

Dear Friends,
Have you ever noticed that there always seems
to be a villain or a nemesis in Christmas stories
and movies? There is Ebenezer Scrooge in Dickens’
“Christmas Carol.” There is the Grinch who stole
Christmas.
It was the same in the very first Christmas. That
nemesis was King Herod. History tells us that he
was a ruthless man from a ruthless family. He killed
his “favorite” wife, his own sons and others to keep
a firm grip on his kingdom. So, when he heard about
visiting Magi asking about a new “King,” he had to
do something about it.
The end of that part of the Christmas story is
recorded in Matthew 2:16, “Herod was furious when
he realized that the wise men had outwitted him. He sent
soldiers to kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem who
were two years and younger…”
That genocide caused “weeping and great
mourning.”
Unfortunately, there has been a genocide in
our country that has spanned decades (not just two
years) and is not limited to just one small town. It
is the tragedy – dare I say “abomination” – we call
abortion. The media and many politicians tell us that
it is just about “choice,” but we know the Bible says it
is the taking of a life.
There is a website that has a number of “realtime” abortion counters. According to that website,
at the time I am writing this letter, there have been
61,684,770 abortions that have taken place in the
U.S. since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973! At
current rates, by the time you read this letter, another
70,000 babies will have met that same fate. Numbers
like that are so staggering that they become almost
meaningless to us. They are so numbing, we no longer
“weep and mourn” the loss.
So let’s personalize the statistics.
Girls like “Stacey” call the 24-hour hotline of The
LIGHT House desperately seeking help. Stacey told
us, “I’m 17-years-old. I never knew I was pregnant until
I got morning sickness and then I told my boyfriend. At
first he was excited, but very soon decided he didn’t want
to be a father. He told me unless I have an abortion, our
relationship is over. I can’t tell my family. I am so scared of
what will happen to me. I don’t want to have an abortion,
but I don’t know if I have any alternatives.”
Stacey could have easily become just another one
of those statistics. But she became a very real person
to us. She discovered that there IS an alternative – it
is called The LIGHT House.

Your gift at Christmas can help provide that
alternative. You can offer hope when girls like Stacey
feel they had no hope. You can provide a place to live,
medical care, Christian staff and unconditional love.
You can make it possible for us to minister to young
ladies experiencing one of the most traumatic times
of their lives. You will help save lives.
Because of caring, praying, and giving people
like you, our staff was able to help Stacey see that God
says she is a person of great worth. People like you
provided the support she needed to carry her baby
to term and then give birth to a beautiful baby boy.
Those gifts helped us give her the parenting skills she
needed. Today, her son is thriving. Both Stacey and
her son appear to be happy and well adjusted. She is
still a part of our outreach program and continues
to learn about God’s love through our Bible studies.
Herod’s genocide ended, allowing Joseph, Mary
and Jesus to return home to Nazareth. National and
state statistics say that the genocide of abortion is
slowing. That is great news. But “slowing” is not
“ending.” There are more Stacey’s who need our help
now and will continue to need our help in the future.
If you are in a position to help our young mothersto-be, mothers and babies at this time, thank you.
We know from years of experience that many of our
clients begin to see God’s love through the generosity
of Christian people at Christmas. You will never fully
know how many lives have been saved and others
transformed by the Gospel you enable us to share.
Over the next few weeks you will see the beautiful
nativity image of Mary and the Baby Jesus many times.
When you do, will you remember The LIGHT House?
Remember the mothers and babies that need to hear
about and experience the life and love God makes
available to them. I want to thank you in advance for
sharing the joy of Christmas with our young ladies.
May God richly bless you this Christmas.
		
Blessings,

		
Russell L. Martin,
		President
P.S. You can make your gift on-line by going
to w w w.lighthousekc.org and clicking on the
“Donate Now” button and selecting “LIGHT House
Christmas” as the gift designation. You can also send
your gift payable to The LIGHT House, 11300 St.
Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. Please
indicate that your gift is for “Christmas.”

Events
The 2019 Ozarks Berry Festival,
hosted by Macedonia Baptist Church,
Springfield,was ahugesuccess! Because
of the efforts of volunteers, donors,
quilters and crafters, this year’s festival
raised about $22,000 for the ministries
of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home.
Thank you to Macedonia Baptist
Church for your faithf ulness in
continuing this event.

The following children will be celebrating
their birthdays in the next 4 months. Will
you please pray for them on their birthday?
Kyia.........................Nov 1
Kyra.........................Nov 3
Allison.....................Nov 6
Breanna..................Nov 7
Ella........................Nov 11
Kasey....................Nov 12
Temika..................Nov 13
Kelsi......................Nov 14
Qkwanejia.............Nov 14
Dawn....................Nov 14
Nathanael.............Nov 15
Raniahh................Nov 17
Misti......................Nov 18
Emma...................Nov 21
A’Nyah...................Nov 21
Isaiah....................Nov 22
Laura.....................Nov 23
Savannah..............Nov 26
Teresa....................Nov 28
Michael.................Nov 30
Lanita...................... Dec 1
Ahrayl..................... Dec 2
Nakeishia................ Dec 4
Gabriel.................... Dec 6
Dominic.................. Dec 6
Ricky....................... Dec 6
Tiffany..................... Dec 7
Donnisha................. Dec 9
Naomi..................... Dec 9
William................. Dec 10
Kevin..................... Dec 14
Kelly...................... Dec 14
Melissa.................. Dec 16
Shawn................... Dec 17
Jacob..................... Dec 20
Ana....................... Dec 22
Jacob..................... Dec 29
Taylyn................... Dec 30
Heidi..................... Dec 31
Clarence...................Jan 2
Ronald.....................Jan 3
Brayden....................Jan 4
Camara.....................Jan 5
Cassie.......................Jan 5
Kellie........................Jan 6
Jasmine....................Jan 7

Antran’e...................Jan 7
Danika......................Jan 8
Renata.....................Jan 8
Seth.......................Jan 10
Bobby....................Jan 11
Breana...................Jan 12
Natalie...................Jan 13
James.....................Jan 13
Skyler.....................Jan 16
Fontez....................Jan 17
Felicity...................Jan 19
Jacob......................Jan 20
Stacey....................Jan 21
Tyneisha.................Jan 23
Hanna....................Jan 24
Joshua....................Jan 26
Kelsey....................Jan 29
Larry......................Jan 31
Yasmine.................Jan 31
Amber..................... Feb 2
Michael................... Feb 3
Phoenix................... Feb 3
Jace......................... Feb 5
Paige....................... Feb 6
Reagan.................... Feb 7
Kelsi........................ Feb 8
Lisa......................... Feb 8
Austin..................... Feb 9
William................. Feb 10
Katera................... Feb 10
Rebecca................. Feb 10
Zoe........................ Feb 11
Deariontae............ Feb 11
Terriauna............... Feb 12
Jonathan............... Feb 12
Alice...................... Feb 12
Brittany................. Feb 13
Christian................ Feb 13
Mark..................... Feb 14
Brittany................. Feb 15
Crystal................... Feb 15
Marnae................. Feb 19
Kevin..................... Feb 20
Sierra.................... Feb 21
Courtney............... Feb 21
David..................... Feb 29
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Craft Winners

Afghans

1st -Virginia Potter, Glenstone Baptist Church, Springfield

Baby Afghans

1st, 2nd, 3rd -Virginia Potter, Glenstone Baptist Church,
Springfield

Crochet – Baby Items
1st -Maker unknown
2nd - Peacemakers, FBC, Thayer

Crochet Doilies

1st & 3rd - Margaret Crabtree, Edina
2nd - Lois Nelson, New Hope, Brighton

Cross Stitch/Needlepoint

1st - Maker unknown
2nd - Mary Ellen Martens, Kimberling City

Wood Crafts

1st - Scotts Wood Jewels, Dunnegan
2nd & 3rd - John Rohlman, Willard

Hand Crafted Wood Furniture
1st - Herb Batson/Betty Deems, Springfield

Dolls

1st - Beverly & Roger Trent, Shell Knob

Wall Hangings

1st - Peacemakers, FBC, Thayer
2nd - Teresa Howard/Beverly Trent, Shell Knob

Quilt Winners

Judges’ Grand Prize

Stitchin’ & Rippin’ Quilt Club, Cedar Grove B.C., Holts Summit

Most Unique

Boone Creek B.C., WMU, Licking

Appliqued/Hand Quilted
1st - Peacemakers, FBC Thayer

Embroidered/Hand Quilted

1st & 3rd - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C., Springfield
2nd & H.M.- Boone Creek B.C. WMU, Licking
Honorable Mention - Marge Perryman, Ash Grove

Embroidered/Machine Quilted
1st - FBC, Fair Play

Pieced/Hand Quilted

1st - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C., Springfield

Pieced/Machine Quilted

1st - Second B.C., Springfield
2nd - Linda Brownlee, Aurora
3rd - FBC, Ash Grove
Honorable Mention - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C.,
Springfield; MO Campers on Mission, Linda Thomas,
Seligman

Whole Cloth/Machine Quilted
1st - Temple B.C., Mary Rushton, Poplar Bluff

Pre-Printed/Machine Quilted
1st - FBC, Fair Play

Baby Quilts/Hand Quilted

1st, 2nd, 3rd - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C., Springfield

Baby Quilts/Machine Quilted

1st - Emily Logan, Glenstone BC, Springfield
2nd, 3rd, H.M. - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C., Springfield

Pre-Printed Baby Quilts/Hand Quilted
1st, 2nd, 3rd, H.M. - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C.,
Springfield

Pre-Printed Baby Quilts/Machine
Quilted

1st - FBC, Fair Play
2nd & 3rd - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C., Springfield

Baby Quilts/Embroidered

1st, 2nd, 3rd - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C., Springfield
Honorable Mention - Emily Logan, Glenstone B.C., Springfield

Baby Quilts/Appliqued

1st - Cathy Hartley, Cedar Grove B.C., Holts Summit
2nd - Mary Allice Rushton, Temple B.C., Poplar Bluff
3rd - Bertha Ervin, FBC, Fair Play

Youth

1st - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C., Springfield
2nd - made by Hopedale B.C., Ozark, donated by Cheryl
Hudson, Ash Grove
3rd - Mission Stitchin Quilters, Mary K Goodman, FBC, Forsyth
Honorable Mention - Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C.,
Springfield; Willing Workers Charity, Ima Langley, Crane,
Norma Baker, Sew & Sew Quilters, Macedonia B.C.

Antique/Heirloom

1st - Sew & Sew Quilters (D. Clements), Macedonia B.C.,
Springfield
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Events

Craft Winners

Decorative Wood Crafts
1st - Robert Robinet, FBC Grandview

Unusual/Outstanding
1st - Heather Rainey, FBC Archie

Quilt Winners

Judges’ Grand Prize
Robyn Gragg

Most Unique

Karen Grimes, Chat & Sew, FBC Archie

Appliquéd/Machine Quilted
1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
2nd - Dorothy Arnold

Baby Embroidered/Hand Quilted
1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton

Baby Embroidered/Machine Quilted
1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
2nd & 3rd - Quilts for Christ, Cedar Grove BC

Baby/Hand Quilted

Machine -Embroidered/Machine Quilted

Baby/Machine Quilted

Pieced/Hand Quilted

1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
2nd- Northern Hills BC
3rd - Jane Pritchett, FBC Lee’s Summit
Honorable Mention - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton

Baby Pre-Printed/Hand Quilted
1st - Rose Hill Sewing Group, Rose Hill BC
2nd & 3rd - Dorothy Ford, FBC Archie

Baby Pre-Printed/Machine Quilted
1st - Jane Pritchett, FBC Lee’s Summit
2nd - June Walker & Cheryl Banks
3rd - June Walker

Embroidered/Hand Quilted

1st - Dorothy Arnold
2nd & 3rd - Letha Cobb, Pisgah BC
Honorable Mention: Connection Point BC - Raytown

Embroidered/Machine Quilted

1st - Sheri Noble U Marla Wierman

1st - Joyce Finley, FBC Orrick
2nd - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
3rd - Joy Bells, Pisgah BC
Honorable Mention - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
Honorable Mention - Patty Meyer

Pieced/Machine Quilted

1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
2nd- Pat Stewart, FBC Grandview
3rd - Deborah Renek Fellowship - Raymore
Honorable Mention - Patty Meyer
Honorable Mention - Raymore Quilt Guild Fellowship Raymore

Pre-Printed Machine Quilted

1st - Joy O’Kane
2nd - Raymore Quilt Guild Fellowship - Raymore
3rd - Nadene Wade & Marta Carrol

1st, 2nd, & 3rd- Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton

Apple Festival Comes to a Close
The final Apple Festival was held at the Fellowship Church of Raymore (formerly
First Baptist Church). It was a beautiful, but sentimental, day.
Activities consisted of a luncheon
honoring the volunteers and quilters from
throughout the years, followed by a Quilt
Auction. A video retrospective was shown This quilt made by Robyn Gragg won the Judge’s
Grand Prize.
as a part of the program.
Thanks go to the staff/members of
Fellowship Church and to all of the other
volunteers who made this Festival possible for
more than 30 years. If any church would like
to “adopt” the Apple Festival (as Macedonia
Baptist Church has adopted the Ozarks
Berry Festival), please contact Trisha Crow at
Apple Festival attendees viewed photos and
Ruth Carpenter was recognized for her
800-264-6224.
other memorabilia from all previous Festivals.
attendance at every Apple Festival!
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MBCH Foundation

Make your List and Check it Twice!
By James Morrow, Vice President, MBCH Foundation

W

e are quickly approaching year-end and that means we are all

getting very busy. Very soon it will be time to start shopping
for just the right gift, gathering with family, and eating way
too much good food.
Sometimes in the midst of all the frenetic activity surrounding
Thanksgiving and Christmas we can lose track of time, and forget to
get those year-end items checked of our list. Don’t forget about your
required minimum distribution (R MD) from your tax sheltered
retirement plan in 2019.
Maybe you are one of our donors who has done well this year and
you do not need your RMD. In fact, you might be saying to yourself, “If
I take this distribution I am just going to have to pay more taxes come April
of next year!” The good news for you is that you can take that RMD give
it directly to the life-saving and life-changing ministries of Missouri
Baptist Children’s Home. Even better, you can get a Missouri state tax
credit for that direct distribution!
The tool that I am referring to is a qualified charitable distribution
(QCD). With a QCD our donors can make direct transfers from their tax
sheltered retirement accounts to MBCH or The LIGHT House. Now,
you cannot get a tax deduction for the gift because you have not paid
any state or federal taxes (tax sheltered) on the distribution; however,
you can receive a Missouri tax credit.

The reason for this is that a
tax deduction reduces your taxable
income and you cannot reduce
income that you never received for
taxable purposes. W hereas, a tax
credit gift is a gift made in part as
credit for taxes paid.

R

ight now, MBCH is in need of
new tax credit donors to help
us fund The LIGHT House
Maternity Home and Pregnancy
Resource ministries. If you are
interested in helping MBCH fill this
ministry gap for expecting mothers
through a QCD please contact you regional representative. If you would
like to make a traditional tax credit gift, please make your check payable
to “The LIGHT House” and write “tax credit” in the memo line or you
can contact your regional representative!
As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in
and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least
of these”!

Keep on Keeping On
By: Bob Springate, Regional Representative

I

n April of 1886, Missouri Baptist Children’s Home opened its doors

and took in 5 infants because no other orphanage in the St. Louis area
would take in or care for infants. Thus began a long and storied history
of God’s people working together to serve God by ministering to the
needs of children and youth to make a lasting difference in their lives.
Over the last 133 years as the needs of children and families have
changed, so have the ministries of the Children’s Home changed to
address the new needs and crises. What began as an orphanage has
changed to become an organization that provides a vast array of
services both Community-based and residential.

C

ommunity based services today include Family Foster Care,
Treatment Family Care, Family Resource Development and a
Counseling Center. Residential Services include Therapeutic
Group Homes, Pregnancy Services, a Transitional Living Program,
Human Trafficking Rescue and Services for Developmentally Disabled
Adults.
Just as the ministries of MBCH have changed over these 133 years
so have those who have provided those ministries and those who have
supported those ministries. Thinking of our long history, our former
longtime President Bob Kenison often spoke of an analogy comparing
the Children’s Home to a river boat on the mighty Mississippi. He
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would say that for 133 years that
boat has been going down the river
making stops along the way. At each
stop some folks got off and others got
on but the boat kept moving.

A

fter serving for 9 years as a
board member for MBCH
and then 33 years as a staff
member, I’m stepping aside to
allow another to take my place and
continue the journey. But I’m not
getting off the boat and I want to
encourage all my friends and fellow
supporters of this great and ongoing ministry to KEEP ON KEEPING
ON.
The boat will continue down the river of life meeting the changing
needs of children, youth and families and it is important that we all
continue to do as God leads us to minister to their needs and make a
lasting difference in their lives, yes an eternal difference in their lives.
Children and families in crisis need hope and restoration that
only comes when the life changing dynamic of the Lord Jesus Christ
is introduced into their systems of brokenness. That is why it is critical
that we (God’s people) KEEP ON KEEPING ON.
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Your IRA: Loss or Legacy

D

o you own any assets with a tax bill attached to them that

reads, “Tax Due at Death”? It seems impossible but that
could certainly be the case if you own an IRA account or
another tax deferred retirement account.
It is possible to postpone many of the income and estate
taxes when you leave such an account to your spouse, but when
the second spouse dies, the tax collector comes calling. Income
taxes can sometimes eat up as much as 43% of the retirement
savings you’ve worked a lifetime to build. This of course is a best
case scenario. The tax bill could go even higher if your estate is required to pay estate taxes. That leaves so little for your family and nothing for
the Lord’s work.
But as amazing as it sounds, it is possible to leave more to your family by contributing to the ministry to our children. Here are some ways
to turn your “Loss into Legacy”.
It is possible to avoid ALL the income tax and ALL the estate tax on an IRA or retirement account by simply making Missouri Baptist
Children’s Home the beneficiary of the account(s). That makes 100% of the account available to provide ministry to hurting children instead
of perhaps as little as only 57% going to your family.
A Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT) would let you divide the benefit of the accounts between your children and our children. This type
of trust can greatly reduce any income tax or estate tax that would otherwise be due. In a CRT, the trust would pay income to your children or
family for their life (or a fixed term of years) and then the benefit or income would shift to provide services for children, youth and families at
MBCH. Another possibility is to give your heirs the right to “disclaim” or decline retirement benefits in favor of the Children’s Home. Family
members who understand the severity of taxes may prefer to have 100% of the asset pass on to a worthwhile cause.

W

e encourage you to consult your tax or financial advisers when planning any gift to MBCH. We also encourage you to call our MBCH

Foundation office for more information about the possibilities for turning “Loss into Legacy”. Our MBCH Foundation staff is available
to meet with you and discuss the specifics of how these arrangements can be tailored to your specific financial and family needs. Our
staff is also available to meet with you when you meet with your advisors to answer any questions that they might have in this regard. Call us at
800-264-6224 and we’ll find a time we can get together.

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

Regional Representative
Territory Map for 2020

Regional Representatives
(through end of Year)

West/Northwest Missouri: Bob Springate, 816-898-0008
West/Northwest Missouri: Joe Nogalski, 816-317-4430
East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 314-327-4121
Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906
South Central Missouri: Keith Vawter, 417-693-1210
Southeast Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 573-241-1113

Foundation Services Manager

Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

Advancement Assistants
Cassy Allee (Jefferson City), 573-636-0400 ext. 390
Joann Britt (Kansas City), 816-898-1094
Cindy Roberts (Bridgeton) 800-264-6224
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Memorials and Honorariums
Memorials

Allen Jr., Ronnie by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ron Allen
(Fair Play)
Anders, Sara by Betty Takahashi (O’Fallon)
Barnes, Timothy Jay by Helen Votaw, Liberty Baptist
Church (Springfield)
Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles and Mary Ann
Brown, (Louisiana)
Beretta, Helen by Donyall Spann (Harrisonville)
Betebenner, D. Charlene by Sandy Gates (Joplin)
Black, Donald by Julia M. Black (Bowling Green)
Boatright, William by Mr. and Mrs. Ron Dent (Springfield)
Bodley, Robert by Diana Kaufman (Chesterfield)
Bowen, Jack by Summit Woods Baptist Church
(Lee’s Summit)
Bridges, Lorene by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bain (Trenton)
Brown, Erma by Charles and Mary Brown (Louisiana)
Brown, James Roger by Kiwanis Club of Lee’s Summit
Brown, Kenneth and Erma by Charles and Mary Ann
Brown (Louisiana)
Burt, Anna Olivia by Debra Peppers (Eustis), LSS at Breeze
Park Residents Association, Marvin and Lauretta Cave,
Paula Radin (St. Charles), August A. Busch III, Concord
Church Advisory Council, Connie Maloy, Emerson,
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Clark, Pau and Ronda Bradshaw,
David Farrell (St. Louis)
Campbell, Wally by Vanessa Ortiz (Houston)
Caughron, Mickey by Susan G. Masulit (Vandalia)
Chapman, Jessica by Mr. and Mrs. Chris Kelly (Imperial)
Colbert, Marjorie June by Neal and Dianne Westoff,
Wayne and Dotty Keeteman (Old Monroe), Brian and
Lisa Thompson, Elden and Barb Creech, Ernestine and
Delano Brown, Sue Latham, Betty Elston, Cathy Bragels,
Joanne and Rosco Hines (Winfield)
Cook, Cleve and Thelma by Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Cook
(Scott City)
Copeland, Alberta by Clint and Judy Copeland (Seymour)
Coppedge, Laura Jo by Judy L. Coppedge (Bolivar)
Countryman, Mary by New Salem Baptist Church
(Marshall)

Daniel, James by Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Vaught (Aurora),
Barry and Susan Brattin (Carthage), Mr. and Mrs.
Frankie Wormington, Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church
(Verona)
Dunn, Kay by Robert D. Dunn (Vandalia)
Faircloth, Eric by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey and
Faircloth (Park Hills)
George, Jean by Alfred George (Nixa)
Goreham, Elly by Macedonia P.E.P. (Springfield)
Gregory, Lucille by Hopedale Baptist Church - WMU
(Ozark)
Gross, Bessie by Mr. and Mrs. Randy Adolph, Randy and
Patricia Adolph (Webster Groves)
Hanna, Travis by his wife, Carolyn Hanna (St. Louis)
Harrington, Stanley by Milford and Dorothy Olson
(Brookfield)
Hendricks, Dean and Joyce by their daughter, Holly
Dugan (Battlefield)
Howard, Deloris by Rodney and Anita Young (Nixa)
Howell, Kennon by First Baptist Church - Crane (Crane)
Hunter, Hazel by Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hunter (Chino Hills)
Jackson, Curtis by Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Cook (Scott City)
Johnson, Kimberly by Second Baptist Church (Poplar
Bluff)
Jones, Don by Mount Moriah Baptist Church (Lee’s Summit)
Lambert, Dennis by his wife, Jane Lambert (Benton)
Lynch, Wilfred (Toby) by Calvary Baptist Church Friends
(O’Fallon)
Mann, Dot by Sandy Baptist Church (Hillsboro)
Mitchell, Devoid by David and Janice Robinson (Bowling
Green)
Moeser, Patricia by First Baptist Church - Farmington
(Farmington)
Munroe, Marjorie by New Salem Baptist Church
(Marshall)
Nathan, Parsons by Karl and Lucretia Steinhage
(Clarksville)
Nelson, Dorothy by Charles and Mary Ann Brown
(Louisiana)
Newman, Ralph by Mount Zion Baptist Church (Belle)

Oracki, Raymond by Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Taylor (Carrier
Mills)
Parsons, Bob by Karl and Lucretia Steinhage (Clarksville)
Pillsbury, Bill and Ruth by Ed and H. Pillsbury Foundation
(Frontenac)
Poor, Barbara Lee Robb by Roberta Farrell (St. Louis)
Price, Carl by Mt. Zion Baptist Church (Ozark)
Pruitt, Lloyd L. by The R.A. Shupe Family, William and
Carree Allison (Minneapolis)
Ramsey, Pamela by Robert and Geraldine Ramsey
(Joplin)
Ratledge, Samantha by Jane Lambert, Beau, Nirmala,
Nathanael and Callen Lambert and Sara and Annie
Duffield (Benton)
Robinson, Charles by David and Janice Robinson
(Bowling Green)
Scott, Hazel P. by Many friends and family (Calhoun)
Shannon, Helen by Judyth Assad (Hollister)
Sullivan, Leona by Mr. and Mrs. David Williams (Jefferson
City)
Tucker, Barbara Jo (Bobbie) by Scott and Kelly Bright
(Jackson), Robby and Cara Miller (Mexico), Roger and
Mary Rosenquist (St. Mary), Judy Gustafson, Larry and
Sandra Thompson, Richard Tucker, Robert and Carolyn
Bach, Ron and Patricia Jurgesmeyer(Ste. Genevieve)

Honorariums

Grandkids by Mr. and Mrs. Dan Fenley (Ozark)
Johnson, Janice by Carl and Lola Dyson (Springfield)
Larry by Jason and Amy Arens (St. Louis)
McCready, Ramona by Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hill (Eagle Rock)
Novelly, Lisa by Mary Gunther (St. Louis)
Schmidt, Kailey by Adam Schmidt (Fenton)
Shannon and Shelby on their birthday by Sara Light
(Lebanon)
Thomas, Sharon by Thaddeus Stubbs (Ashland)

We had a successful 4Miles4Kids at
Rutledge-Wilson Farm Park in Springfield,
MO on September 28th. The run features
several courses including a Family Fun Run/
Walk, a 4 Mile Run, a 10K and 15K.
This year we more than doubled the
number of participants to over 100 (including
a 9-year-old girl running on her birthday!).
This was only possible thanks to our many
volunteers and our sponsors: LaTour Advisory
Group, Southgate Baptist Church, and 88.3
The Wind. We plan to hold the event again
next fall.
If you have ideas to improve the event or
you would like to join the planning committee,
please contact Trisha Crow by email at trisha.
crow@mbch.org or call her at 800-264-6224.
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Address Change Form

Getting Excess Mail?

Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:
If you are receiving duplicate mailings, mailings for
people who no longer live at your address or mailings for o Subscribe me/us to the E-Messenger to save money on printing & postage.
Send to this e-mail address: _______________________________________________
deceased individuals, please contact us so we can correct
these issues and note the changes in our database. To o Change the address to: __________________________________________________
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip________
report information which needs to be updated/corrected,
please cut-out and return this form or call 800-264-6224. o Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:
o Individual is deceased: please provide name _______________________________
You can also make changes on-line by going to
o Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the
www.mbch.org and clicking on “Mailing Preferences” at
duplicate _______________)
o No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state
the top of the page.
o

Other: ___________________________________________________________

#MBCHGIVES – Giving Tuesday Campaign

G

iving Tuesday is primarily a fundraiser on social media that has become the

second largest giving day of the year. It is the Tuesday after Thanksgiving,
Black Friday and Cyber Monday. It started with the idea that each of us
has been able to take care of those closest to us buying bargains on Friday and
Monday, and it is time to look outward to address the needs in our communities.
This year Giving Tuesday falls on December 3rd, and we are fully engaging
with a goal of raising $50,000.
If you would like to be a
fundraiser for MBCH on Giving
Tuesday, the directions are on the back of this page. If you want to donate on
Giving Tuesday, so to www.mbch.org and click on the green “Donate” button.
We are excited to join this world wide phenomenon. Together we can make a
lasting difference in the lives of children, youth and families.

MISSOURI BAPTIST
CHILDREN’S HOME

MISSOURI BAPTIST
CHILDREN’S HOME

AFTERNOON
WITH THE
STARS
Saturday
April 4th,
2020

Strawberry Golfers for
Kids Golf
Festival
Tournament
2019
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Satuday
June 6th,
2020

MISSOURI BAPTIST
CHILDREN’S HOME

Friday
May 8th,
2020
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Missouri Baptist Children’s Home

11300 St. Charles Rock Road
Bridgeton, Missouri 63044
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December 3, 2019
How to become a Fundraiser:
• Scan the QR code (above) or go to our website (www.mbch.org) and click on
the Giving Tuesday Banner
• Click on “Become a Fundraiser” at the top right corner of the iDonate page
• Create an account and login
• Follow the prompts
• Fill out your profile

