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President’s Update

T

he Houston (Texas) Chronicle recently printed

a three-part series on sexual misconduct by
Southern Baptist pastors, deacons, Sunday
school teachers, and volunteers. It is a sobering
and extremely concerning report that the very
spiritual leaders one should be able to trust instead
are perpetrators of abuse. It is also alarming that
apparently some church leaders did not intervene to
protect those who were abused.
The legal definition of abuse is “any physical
injury, sexual abuse, or emotional abuse inflicted
on a child other than by accidental means by
those responsible for the child’s care, custody, and
control (except that discipline including spanking, administered in a
reasonable manner, shall not be construed to be abuse).” Neglect is “the
failure to provide, by those responsible for the care, custody, and control
of the child, the proper or necessary support, education as required by
law, nutrition or medical, surgical, or any other care necessary for the
child’s well-being.”
Anyone involved in church ministry is required by law to report
abuse or suspected abuse. In the Missouri statute, ministers are defined
as “any person practicing as a minister of the Gospel,” (which would
include youth and children’s workers and Sunday school teachers),
and day care workers, child care workers, mental health professionals,
and other people with the responsibility for the care of children are
also mandated reporters of suspected abuse or neglect. The bottom
line is that it is everyone’s Christian duty to immediately report any
knowledge or suspicion of abuse/neglect, whether one falls in the legal
category of a mandated reporter or not.
Missouri has a child abuse and neglect hot line you can call 24/7
at 1-800-392-3738 to make a report. The identity of callers to the child
abuse and neglect hot line is kept confidential. You do not need to be
certain that abuse is taking place; you only need to suspect the abuse.
By calling the hot line, you allow trained professionals to make the
determination.
Child sexual abuse is a very serious problem in society as a whole,
not just Southern Baptist churches. One in ten children will experience
sexual abuse before their 18th birthday.

M

issouri Baptist Children’s Home is available to help train your

church to prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to child
abuse through the “Stewards of Children” TM training. This
training is available in nearly every part of Missouri and is provided at
no cost, except for a minimal charge for participant workbooks. This
also can be a great community outreach opportunity for churches as
well.
Please contact my executive assistant, Rose Ann Jost, at 314-739-6811
or 1-800-264-6224 if you would like to take advantage of this training.
You can also email her at RoseAnn.Jost@MBCH.org.

Y

elsewhere in this edition of
The Messenger our 2018 annual report. I
would encourage you to take a few minutes
to review it and then rejoice with us for the many
accomplishments that we experienced and for
which you had a vital role as a ministry partner. It is
sometimes easy to get caught up in the numbers and
not actually consider that each one represents a life
that is precious to our Lord. These are individuals
made in the image of God for whom He loves and
cares for deeply, and have experienced some difficult
challenges. Thank you for partnering with us in
responding to their needs in accordance with Biblical
instruction, such as is found in James 1:27.
With the advent of the Family First Prevention Services Act that
I referenced in the last Messenger, there is going to be an even more
pressing need for foster homes in Missouri. In my mind, there is no
better place to find these homes than in the churches across our state.
Many have already stepped up to the challenge to become treatment
foster parents or to become guardians of children who so desperately
need to be in a loving home.
ou will find

I

recently read an article on what one church in Gulfport MS, is doing

to meet the needs of foster children in that state. The article states
that Rev. Tony Karnes, pastor of Michael Memorial Baptist Church,
was preparing a sermon on James 1:27 and took to heart the command
that we are to visit orphans in their affliction.
As a result of that conviction, he launched a program called Rescue
100, which was his vision to recruit 100 Harrison County (MS) families
to be licensed as foster homes. The article went on to state that since the
program’s inception in 2016, more than 100 foster families in Harrison
County and more than 300 families statewide have been licensed. I
have got to think that if it can be done in Mississippi, it can certainly
be done in Missouri!
Won’t you prayerfully consider how you might help make a lasting
difference in the life of a child? Contact one of our offices to learn
more about how you might become involved. We need you; but most
importantly, a child needs you!
As always, I thank you for your faithfulness in praying for us
and for your being a leader for children and families in your home
communities. It takes all of us joining hands together under the
leadership and Lordship of our Savior to make a lasting difference in the
lives of children, youth, and families. And together, we are impacting
the lives of many.
To God be all the honor and glory.

Russell L. Martin, President
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News

How Do We Keep Children and Youth Safe in
Our Churches?
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

O

ur church engagement team has been busy this spring answering

this question for churches of how they can keep children and
youth safe.
We continue to see stories in the news about the sexual abuse of
children in churches. We often want to say “How can this happen?” The
church is supposed to be a safe place.
Churches that have experienced incidents of sexual abuse or
misconduct in their midst all share one characteristic: They did not
expect anything like this to take place at their church. Many of our
churches are now not just saying “How can this happen?” But instead,
they are taking tangible steps to ensure that it does not happen in their
church. They are being intentional about safety.
We want our churches to be safe places
for children and youth, but the reality is that
many churches don’t really know where the
threats come from and what they need to do
to safeguard their church’s ministries. One
of the first steps a church can take is to train
their people on sexual abuse awareness and
response.
MBCH has several facilitators across the state who would love
to come to your church or Baptist Association and offer a training
developed by Darkness 2 Light called Stewards of Children. Stewards
of children has been taught in all 50 states and 17 international
countries and has a significant amount of research that shows it is
effective in reducing the risk of child sexual abuse.
We have been offering this training to our churches and Baptist
Associations with good responses. Please
ask your pastor or Director of Missions
to host Stewards of Children. We have
several churches who are working with their
local schools to provide teacher in-service
training during a weekday, then inviting
parents of school children to come take the
same training at the church a short while
later.
It is time for our churches to be champions for children and to
communicate with our communities that child safety is important to us.

W

now able to offer a follow-up training for church
leadership called Being Intentional about Safety in
Ministry. This training takes a deeper look at what policies
and procedures your church should have in place in order to ensure the
children and youth in your ministry are safe from child abuse.
Please reach out to us and let us help you answer the question of
how you can keep children and youth safe in your church. Contact
David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist at 417-380-1082 or email
David at david.burch@mbch.org.
e are also
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Saturday,
September 28

Rutledge-Wilson Family Park

3825 W. Farm Road 146, Springfield, MO 65807

4Miles4Kids
On-Site Registration:
7:00am - 8:00am
10k & 15k Race: 8:00am
4Mile Race: 8:00am
Family Fun Run/Walk: 8:30am
To Be Timed by:
Ozark Racing Systems

Registration
https://tinyurl.com/mbch-4Miles4Kids
(*Adult is 18 and older, Youth is 17 and under)

15K - $40 Adults, $15 Youth
10k - $35 Adults, $15 Youth
4Miles - $30 Adults, $15 Youth
Family Fun Run/Walk:$20 per family
Foster Family discount with coupon code:
$15 Adult, $6 Youth
(Call Joann Britt at 816-898-1094 for code)

*Race shirt(s) not included with Family Package; option to purchase during online registration.*
(After Aug. 30th No guarantee of event t-shirt)
12 and under must be accompanied by an adult
Packet Pickup: September. 27 | 4-7 pm | Green Co. Baptist Association Office
(834 W. Battlefield Road, Springfield MO 65807)
Prizes for Finishers | Youth: 1st, 2nd & 3rd | Adult: 1st, 2nd & 3rd | On-site Day of Race Registration
For more information contact Joann Britt at: joann.britt@mbch.org | 816-898-1094

Women’s Ministry News

2019 Theme for Women’s Ministry: Tangled!
Living in an Upside Down World!
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths
straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6

T

Women ’s M inistry Department of
MBCH held our annual TGE (Trust God
in Everything) Event on February 23-24.
This event is very unique in that it is specifically
designed to minister to GIRLS in Grades 3-6,
7-8, 9-12 and WOMEN of all ages.
When the Lord began to reveal to us early
last year what He wanted us to address in
the 2019 TGE Event, it caused a great deal of
concern for me and our session leaders. When we
began to pray about the many issues being faced
by all of us in our world today, the reality began
to hit us that these issues are rarely being addressed, much less talked
about, in Christian arenas, from a Christian perspective.
Our session leaders shared their concerns with the issues in their
own lives, and the lives of extended families and friends, that they are
struggling with…..struggling with alone…..for fear of what Christians
might say or think of them. The topics were hard for many of the leaders
as they found themselves dealing with being open and transparent in
front of a group of women.
he

O

n the second morning of the event, one of the teenage girls came

to me with her mom by her side, to share with me she had been
a victim of abuse. She shared that she was going to talk about it
and not push it down as many victims do, and that she knew the starting
point of healing starts with knowing the Healer! What a wise young
woman she is becoming!
There were so many girls and women who shared these types of
issues during the event that indicates the tremendous illnesses of our
society today! It reinforced the need that it is well past time to address
not only the damage being done by the sins so prevalent all around us,
but it is time to address the issues
one-on-one, seek biblical responses,
minister to the multitudes of people
affected by the issues and begin to
put in place preventative measures.
It’s been said “it’s time for the church
to be the church that God has called
us to be”.
I want to thank all the leaders,
teachers, drama team and many
workers and ex hibitors who all
worked so hard for many months to
share what the Lord laid upon their
hearts with our attendees.
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W

e were so excited to be able to offer conference space prior to

the start of the TGE event, to children and youth workers to
take the course Stewards of Children that equips leaders to
protect children and youth from sexual abuse. We thank Angie Gentry
for doing double duty that weekend and facilitating the class.
Did you know YOU can bring this same important and urgent
training to your church,
association, school, or
daycare, free of charge?
You may contact David
Burch at David.Burch@
mbch.org, our Church
Engagement Strategist to
bring this training to your
area. (See page 4)
I also want to thank the many attendees who shared how blessed
they were by all that they experienced and heard throughout our time
together. We love seeing what the Lord is doing in hearts and lives of
the women and girls as a result of the TGE event.

K

the next issue of the Messenger where we will
be announcing some huge changes to this event as we work to
make this available to many more girls and women. Mark your
calendars for next years’ event…February 22-23, 2020…and plan now
to be a part of it!
If you’d like more information to begin planning now to bring
girls and women, please feel free to contact me at 417.529.0724 or at
Wanda.Shellenbarger@mbch.org.
eep watch over
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Women’s Ministry
Training Clinic:

It’s always exciting to spend time with other WM leaders and hear how the Lord is blessing and hear
their hearts on areas of concern they may have. We were so blessed by all the attendees at the Training
Clinic for Women’s Ministry at the Branson Towers Hotel and Convention Center on March 29-30.
We were so blessed by Women’s Ministry Leaders who came from all over the state (and beyond….
one drove up from Texas) for this Training Clinic opportunity.
We began our time together by looking to God’s Word to first lay the foundation for us as leaders
and then we addressed the following topics that are of great interest to WM leaders today.
• Three Indispensable Qualities of a Leader! Colossians 3:23
• Unshakable God!
• Conflict Management. Matthew 18
• How and Why America Has Changed and What It Means to the Church!
• Urgency of Prayer!
• Doing Ministry Now! Mark 2:1-12
• Is Your Women’s Ministry Too Busy?
• Simplifying Women’s Ministry and Top Trends
• Top Ten Future Trends for Women’s Ministry
• Key Shifts Coming to Women’s Ministry
I want to thank Pam Melton (Women’s Ministry Regional Leader) for teaching some of the classes
and working so hard to make this a very productive time for all the attendees. Keep watch over our
website and the Messenger for a Women’s Ministry Training Clinic coming near you.

News

May 2019
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Will You Help Us Find “Forever Homes”
for Our Children and Youth?
Dear Friends,
There is no doubt that our “front-line” care staff have very difficult jobs. Every day they deal with children and teens
who have been abused and neglected. Some have been in the “system” for most of their lives. Many of these children
have nearly run out of hope that a better life is even possible.
But these same residential specialists and supervisors also get to experience almost unspeakable joy when they are
able to share the news that a family wants to bring one of these children into their home. One of our program directors
shared this story with me just a couple of weeks ago.

“Because of
hundreds of
people like
you, last year
we helped
177 children
and teens
find “forever
homes.”

“I just met with a 16-year-old boy to tell him that we had a family that is very interested in having him be a part
of their family. I called him into our recreation room and told him that I had great news for him. He asked if I had
a family for him and then pointed to the wall at a picture of one of our Treatment Family Care families and said he
had wanted that family to take him. I told him that in fact, that family had just left the office and after hearing all
about him they would like for him to be part of their family through Treatment Family Care.
This young man was beaming. He said that he had been praying for a family and that he just had this amazing
feeling that MBCH would find him one. We discussed his questions and as we talked he said that his ‘heart was
blushing’ that they picked him even after knowing his full story. He pointed to a heart painted on the wall and
said ‘my heart’s about to burst, it’s bigger than that heart.’ He was so excited he wanted to call his CASA (CourtAppointed Special Advocate) worker to tell him, because he knew that his advocate, too, had been praying for him
to find a good family.
It’s so hard to fully describe – here sat a 16-year-old young man that was in tears and filled with joy because a
family had chosen him in spite of what they knew about him or of what he thought about himself.”
That is why our staff believes they are involved in missions and ministry. Our worker now had an opportunity to
share with this young man that this is exactly what God has done for us. He has chosen us and adopted us into His family
in spite of what He knows about us or what we think of ourselves.
Because of hundreds of people like you, last year we were able to help 177 children and teens achieve “permanency”
(our social work term for finding “forever families”). Because of you, those 177 children and teens now know a love they
had only dreamed about and prayed for. Because of you, the future is much brighter for them. Because of you, these
177 – and hundreds more – heard the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ that provides hope and restoration in lives
even when we cannot find them permanent homes.
There are hundreds more with whom we are working to find forever families. That is why we need your support. Your
gift will provide food, shelter and clothing to the children in our residential programs. Your gift will provide training
and on-going support for hundreds of foster families. Your gift will help young mothers choose life and give birth to
healthy babies. Your gift will help rescue survivors from the slavery of human trafficking. Your gift will help children
and teens find forever families. Will you prayerfully consider making a gift at this time? You can be assured that your
investment will pay great dividends in the lives of children and teens.
We are in the time of year – approaching Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day – when we celebrate “family.” The young
man who has a new family will be able to celebrate these days with his new “Mom” and “Dad.” But because of their
circumstances, far too many of our children associate “family” with pain and rejection. Please pray that our Heavenly
Father will grant them peace in their time of need and that they will learn to understand what family really is.
You may have a loving family to depend on; if so, you are indeed blessed. But I am asking you to consider those who
are not so fortunate. Perhaps you would like to send a gift in honor or memory of your parents or another special person
in your life. A gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home will live on in healing the many hurting lives we touch every day.
Please help those who are counting on MBCH to be there when they are in need of the love, care and guidance
that every family should provide.
						Blessings,
						Russell L. Martin
						President
P.S. If you want your gift to be in honor or memory of a loved one in your life – just indicate that on our check.
Please send your gift to: Missouri Baptist Children’s Home, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. You
can also make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate” button and select “Mothers’ Day Offering.”
I can’t think of a better way to celebrate the importance of “family” in your life.

Foster Care Month Feature

National Foster
Care Month

E

ach May, National Foster Care Month

provides an opportunity for people all
across the nation to focus attention on
the year-round needs of American children
and youth in foster care. The campaign raises
awareness about foster care and encourages
many more citizens to get involved in the
lives of these youth – whether as their foster
parents, volunteers, mentors, employers or in
other ways.
National Foster Care Month is sponsored
by a partnership of organizations from
across the country. The National Foster Care
Coalition is a leading collaborator within the
National Foster Care Month Partnership.

Campaign Goals:

• Raise awareness about the magnitude
of t he issue a nd t he u rgent a nd
sustaining needs of children and older
youth in foster care and their families;
• Issue a national call-to-action that
motivates, inspires and facilitates many
more Americans to come forward and
help change a lifetime for a young
person in foster care; and,
• Develop a positive framework for
maintaining visibility and interest in
the foster care issue to support the yearround efforts of the National Foster
Care Month Partner organizations and
other child welfare agencies.
Foster Care Month also provides an
opportunity for acknowledging the thousands
of dedicated foster families and other caring
individuals and organizations who are already
supporting these young people.
On any given day there are more than
400,000 children in foster care nation-wide.
If you were able to bring together all these
children into one city, this city would be the
43rd or 44th biggest city in the United States.
This city made up of foster children would
be bigger than St Louis. Over the course of a
year, nearly 700,000 children spend at least
some time in foster care and that makes this
population of children and youth bigger than
all but 18 U.S. cities.
There are more than 13,000 foster
children in the State of Missouri.
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Families Ministering to Families
By Ramona Conrad-Cooper, Vice President, MBCH Children and Family Ministries

O

very special ways that foster parents provide ministry to the foster children
placed in their home is to reach out to the biological parents when the goal is reunification
of child and parent. Our initial reaction might be, “Wait a minute, wasn’t it the parents’
fault that the child is in state custody in the first place?” The answer is that there are a lot of
reasons why parents lose custody of their children, and sometimes the children will never be
able to be safely returned to them. In many cases, however, children can be returned after the
parents are given help and resources in order to resolve the particular issue that caused their
children to be removed.
What I have found in the almost 30 years that I have worked in child welfare is that the
large majority of parents whose children are in state custody love their children very much, but
they have obviously made some huge mistakes which take time and effort to rectify. I have also
found that often children in state custody love their parents very much in spite of the mistakes
their parents have made.
We’re all in the same boat, aren’t we? We all need to experience the amazing grace and mercy
of God in our lives no matter what mistakes we have made. What an incredible opportunity for
foster parents to minister to the whole family – to develop a relationship with them, provide a
model of how a healthy family works, to be their mentor and coach.
Dawn Hensley who is our Treatment Family Care Supervisor at our Kansas City location
submitted the following story of one of our Treatment Family Care parents who exemplify what
it means to show love, care and concern to foster children in their home as well as the parents
of these children:
ne of the

I

n September 2017, Treatment Family Care foster parents Athol and Debbie Barnes accepted

their first placement. This child was autistic and non-verbal and very challenging to parent.
He was frequently physically aggressive to Debbie, and Athol was constantly on guard to
show the child how to treat a woman/mom appropriately. The Barnes family quickly learned
that the child had a baby sibling in another foster home.
A s t hei r T FC
child began making
small steps forward
t he Ba r nes felt it
w a s on ly r ig ht for
t he s ibl i n g s to be
placed toget her.
T he y re a c he d out
to the case manager
and advocated until
the baby sibling was
placed w it h t hem .
Debbie shared how
excited the biological
mother was when she
fou nd out t hat her
children were going to be together. The Barnes met the biological mom and began reaching out.
It started with the Barnes creating an email account so they could send written updates and
pictures to the biological mother. As the case progressed, the Barnes continued to open their
hearts and home not only to the children but also to the biological mother and other extended
family members. They allowed the mother to utilize their living room to host a family Christmas
for her children and extended family. The Barnes were awesome cheerleaders in helping this
biological mother gain custody back of her children.

Continued on Page 21
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Foster Care Month Feature

Can We All Minister to Children in Foster Care?
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

T

he month of May is designated as National Foster Care Month.

I am always excited to learn that churches have families in
their congregations who have opened their hearts and homes
to children in need of loving homes. Becoming a foster parent is a
wonderful opportunity to share the love of Jesus and engage with those
in our community who are hurting.
I find that when people in our churches learn about the prevalence
of child abuse and neglect and how many children are in foster care in
the State of Missouri their hearts break upon hearing the news. Our
natural response when we learn of some type of situation that is hurtful
or devastating to others, is to ask the question: “What can I do?”
In any given congregation, there are likely people who have asked
“What can I do?” in relation to the foster care crisis. Committing to
go through the process of becoming approved for foster parenting
and actually opening your home to someone else’s child is a huge
commitment, so it is not surprising that when we answer the “What
can I do?” question with, “You can become a foster parent,” the most
common answer is often, “Oh, I can’t do that.”
I have spoken to some who get frustrated with the “Oh, I can’t
do that” answer, however, there is no reason to be frustrated. In fact,
we should understand that in a given congregation, the percentage
of people that God calls to become foster parents may be a small
percentage. Foster parenting is an all-in type of commitment, and God
may or may not call you to it, and if He doesn’t call you to it, you should
not do it, and you should have no reason to feel bad that you don’t feel
called to foster care.

T

not every family in your church is called to foster
care ministry is not a problem. However, there is a problem that
I often see, and it is a problem of misunderstanding the ministry
of foster care. You see what often happens in a church, is that a few
families are called and surrender to foster care ministry, and the rest
of us pat them on the back and tell them we are so proud of what they
are doing. We may even go so far as to tell them they are taking on more
than what we feel we could and we think they are just wonderful for
taking on this ministry.
he fact that
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The misunderstanding that so often happens, is that people think
the ministry of foster care is just for those who are called to be foster
parents, while in fact, nothing could be farther from the truth. MBCH
has been working to help change this misunderstanding through our
Church Engagement Initiative.
We want to help foster care ministry be seen as a holistic ministry
of the church. In other words, we want the church to see the foster
care ministry not as being the ministry of a few select families within
their congregation, but instead foster care ministry is the ministry for
everyone in the church. No, not everyone will take children into their
home, but everyone can do something.
One thing we
know about foster
fa m i l ies is t hat
they need a lot of
love and support
to be successful.
Picture the
family in the
c e nt e r o f y o u r
congregation with
a whole team of
believers who are
passionate about
doing something
to solve the foster
ca re c r isis, but
they don’t feel the call to be foster parents. Those passionate believers
can make a huge impact by wrapping around those who are called to
be foster parents and providing the love and support that they need to
be successful.

I

couple who were fostering got a call one afternoon to
take a sibling group of two children into their home. The couple says
“yes,” and they are expected to receive the children in their home
right before dinner time today. Wouldn’t it be nice if they could make
one phone call to a passionate lay leader in their church and know that
dinner will be brought by their home tonight? Now they don’t have
to worry about dinner, but can instead focus on getting two precious
children settled into their home? They may also need someone to mow
their yard, or run some errands and most likely they will need some
baby sitting at some point.
The church has a huge opportunity to provide this type of
wraparound ministry to foster parents. We can all do something.
May is national foster care month, how are you going to make a
difference? Consider letting our Church Engagement team consult with
your church about setting up a wraparound family ministry. Reach out
to our team and see how we can assist you. You can reach David Burch,
Church Engagement Strategist by phone at 417-380-1082 or by email
at david.burch@mbch.org.
magine if a
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Foster Care Month Feature

Foster Family Sponsorships Needed

I

n nearly every issue of The Messenger (including this one) you have

read stories of some of our Foster/Adoptive families. Their love for
children and their faith in God are obvious in the way they describe
their sense of calling. MBCH Children and Family Ministries (MBCH
CFM)currently has more than 350 Foster/Adoptive or Relative/Kinship
affiliated families. The majority of these homes have been recruited out of
evangelical Christian churches, trained and licensed to be foster parents
and whose licenses are maintained by MBCH CFM staff members.
These families are absolutely critical to the ministries of Missouri
Baptist Children’s Home. The recruiting and training of these families
are primarily funded by contracts with the Missouri Alliance for
Children and Families under a contract it has with the Missouri

Children’s Division. Most of the families recruited and trained by
MBCH CFM prefer to continue to partner with our agency because
they want to work with Christian staff. Maintaining the licenses “inhouse” also helps recruit additional Christian families.
Unfortunately, while there are contracts (revenue streams)
available to recruit and train the families, no one pays for the
maintenance of those licenses. Due to the number of Foster/Adoptive/
Kinship workers necessary to simply maintain the licenses (continuing
contact with the families, keeping files up-to-date, bi-annual license
renewals and home studies), it costs MBCH CFM approximately
$1,000 per family annually. With nearly 350 families to maintain, this
has become a $350,000 unreimbursed expenditure for the agency.
We understand that not every family can be a foster family, but
there is a way for you to become a vital part of this important ministry.
As a means of offsetting the increasing cost of maintaining foster
families, the MBCH Foundation has set a goal of 50 foster family
“sponsorships” of $1,000 per year.

T

an excellent ministry project for a Sunday School
class, WMU group or individuals. It is important, however, that
these sponsorships be “new” contributions. For a group or an
individual to simply re-direct current giving to the sponsorships would
actually cause the agency to reduce other ministries.
By providing this support, we will put you in contact with your
sponsored family through letters, family updates and prayer needs of
the foster family you are supporting.
If you are interested in becoming a Foster Family Sponsor,
please call MBCH at 800-264-6224 and ask for Trisha Crow
(MBCH Foundation Development Coordinator) or e-mail her at
trisha.crow@mbch.org.
his would be

Foster Family Sponsorship
o I/We agree to sponsor an MBCH Children and Family Ministries Foster Family.
Name (Individual or Group) ___________________________________________
Church Name (If applicable) ___________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________________
I/We will provide the sponsorship by
o A Single Contribution of $1,000

A Story of Hope
Jenny is a client in our Treatment
Family Care program. When Jenny
started with us she was angry, withdrawn, and did not know God. Speed
up 8 months, and Jenny is smiling,
involved in her school choir, and loves

o 4 Quarterly Contributions of $250

praying for others and singing about

o Monthly Contributions of $85

Christ. With the time in her Treatment

Please mail to: Missouri Baptist Children’s Home, Attention Trisha Crow,
11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044
You can also go to www.mbch.org, click on “Donate” and select “Foster Family
Sponsorships.”
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Family Care home, and with God‘s love,
Jenny has softened. What a great story
of hope!
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Unplanned – A Call to Planned Action
By Jennifer Garland, Supervisor Southeast Missouri

P

ro -life supporters can be seen marching at the nation’s capital,

demanding respect for human life and advocating for unborn
babies. There are pro-life marches and protests held in cities all
over the country. Being pro-life is easy. Being appalled by ending the
life of the tiniest, most vulnerable lives is easy. Making assumptions
and judgments about those who follow through with this tragedy,
can seem easy. What may be more difficult is taking action! Taking
action is exactly what Christians and those in the pro-life movement
are called to do.
During a recent sermon, the pastor said, “Somebody, somewhere
is depending on you to do what God has called you to do”. When I
heard this, I knew this applied perfectly to the abortion tragedy that
has plagued our country for decades. God calls all Christians to love
and serve each other in His name.
When a mother chooses
life for her unborn baby, we
rejoice that a life was not lost
to abortion. For many, the
crisis is over at that point,
mom chose life, the baby gets
to live. The crisis does not end
there for this mother facing an
unplanned change in her life.
Praise God, she chose
to give that baby a chance to
live….now what? There are,
at the very least, nearly two
decades that child will depend
on his or her mother and/or
father. Basic human needs of
food, shelter, and love as well
as more complex needs like
nurturing, emotional health,
and education. Everything has changed forever for this family. In some
situations the parents are simply not able to do the things they need to
do to protect and nurture their children and then the foster care system
comes into the picture.

W

I fit in this picture? I have been to Washington, D.C.
to protest abortion. I have taught my children that a person
is a person no matter how small. I have written letters to
congressmen and senators letting them know that I feel this tragedy
needs to come to an abrupt halt. I have counseled women considering
abortion, I have told them of the glory of God and that this little life is
His handiwork, created by God in His image.
Maybe I have planted seeds, maybe I have made a difference,
maybe not. The bottom line is that all of these things are about me!
What about her? She is the person who will birth this child. She
is the person responsible for nurturing and raising this baby- that is all
on her. But what if God wants me to do more, what if He wants you to
do more? What can you do?
here do
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1) Consider donating to MBCH Children and Family Ministries to
help us provide support and services to children and families.
2) Contact MBCH Children and Family Ministries and ask what you
can do to help. We provide diapers, supplies, education, support,
case management, and a multitude of other services to pregnant
women and their children through the first year of life in our
Pregnancy Services Program. There are other programs that assist
families throughout life.
3) Become a foster parent. The foster care system is always looking for
quality homes for children to grow and thrive. If this is something
God puts on your heart, check into it.
4) Become a respite provider. Foster parents need a break sometimes
to step back and provide self-care. There is always a need for respite
providers to care for children while the foster parents recharge.
5) Take a meal to a family following the birth of a child. Those first
few days after child birth are challenging for women. Serve them
by taking dinner so that is one small thing she does not have to
worry about. I promise it makes a big difference.
6) When you see a parent out with their children, encourage them.
If you have the opportunity to purchase a meal for them and their
children when you see them at McDonald’s do it!
7) Offer a hand to someone in your life with children. Maybe a night
of babysitting, providing care while mom takes a shower, eats an
uninterrupted meal, or simply giving her a few moments to herself.
8) Bless parents of small children with diapers. A kind gesture that
will not go unnoticed.

A

and Christians everywhere are eager to
stand and let the world know we do not agree with it. I urge you
to use that momentum, passion, and love to serve families after
the children are born. Unplanned pregnancies happen. What is God
calling you to do to serve the tiniest lives that were planned by Him
but not necessarily the parents? Lives are not created by accident, they
are made in the likeness and image of God on His timeline. Somebody,
somewhere is depending on you to do what God has called you to do!
bortion is a tragedy
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The LIGHT House

Julie Ball Named Vice President

Residential Maternity Care
Parenting Skills
Community Outreach
Program
Licensed Adoption Agency
24/7 Hope Line
816-916-4434
www.lighthousekc.org
816-361-2233
If you would like to contribute to
the ministries of The LIGHT House,
please make your check payable to
“The LIGHT House” and mail to:
The LIGHT House,
1300 St. Charles Rock Road,
Bridgeton, MO 63044
May 2019

During their April 3 meeting, the Board of Trustees of
The LIGHT House named Julie Ball as the new Vice President.
Julie was hired as the Director of Programs of The LIGHT
House in February of 2012, a few months prior to the LIGHT
House becoming an affiliate of MBCH CFM. When we first
began meeting with the board and the executive director of The
LIGHT House, I was told Julie had been a recent hire and that
she was very capable. The last several years have proven that to
be very much the case.
Over the past seven years, Julie has helped in transitioning
The LIGHT House into the MBCH family of corporations.
“She has proven to be very flexible and innovative and is a real
encourager to the staff,” said Russell Martin, President. “She leads by example and has a true
servant’s heart.”
Julie has expanded the services of the maternity home to include infants and toddlers in
residence and of the outreach program to reach fathers. She and her staff developed a “tech savvy
curriculum” to help parents respond to their children’s use of the internet. She is also working
with the Kansas City public school system to do parent education.
She is professional and wants to provide the best services possible to the clients of The
LIGHT House. Julie led the agency through its very first accreditation with the Council on
Accreditation, which documents that The LIGHT House subscribes to national best practices
standards.
Martin said, “I have total confidence in Julie and her skills and abilities. The LIGHT
House is very blessed and fortunate to have her on staff. This promotion to Vice President is an
affirmation of the value and trust we place in her.”

Tech Savvy Parenting
Earlier this year, we rolled out our Tech
Here is what some of the participants
Savvy Parenting workshops; we are pleased
are saying:
to report success in this endeavor! We have
hosted a number of workshops in a variety of
“Thank you so much for coming and
capacities. We have trained parents in school, presenting to us!! There was a ton of valuable
church and home settings. Additionally, we
information and it’s going to prompt some
have hosted professional trainings to both immediate action in our house – can’t wait to
social workers and pastors at our location and
start our safety contracts!”
in the community.
“Thanks for the info! I’ve felt lost and
We have had phenomenal feedback and
100% of those sur veyed report learning overwhelmed on this topic, but now I feel like
I have a great starting point!”
new and valuable information that they are
likely to use in their homes. 100% surveyed
“I learned a lot and appreciate your personal
reported that the presentation was engaging,
experience too. Thanks for keeping it real!”
interactive, worth the time spent and are likely
to recommend the class to others.
If you are interested in learning more about hosting or attending this program please call
816.361.2233 or email lighthouse@mbch.org for more information. We are set up to present
to groups of any size, in your location or ours. Spots are limited, so please book us now! We will
bring everything needed for the presentation, all you need to do is sit back and learn!
Follow us on Facebook to learn more about upcoming presentations open to the public,
including this one!
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Story of Success
A few months ago Shanell contacted The LIGHT House seeking a
safe place for her and her 11-month-old daughter to stay until she could
find a job and permanent housing. Shanell did not believe that where
she was staying was a safe place for her and especially her daughter. She
was desperately searching for a program that could help her not only
with shelter but also with parenting classes and a program that could
help her to become independent.
At The LIGHT House, Shanell is receiving case management,
counseling, parenting and life skills classes, spiritual development
classes and activities; as well as participation in the Outreach program
which provides additional classes and a Boutique with diapers, clothing
and baby accessories at no cost to her.
Since being at The LIGHT House, Shanell has acquired daycare for
her daughter and participated in a job training and placement program.
She has been so successful at the organization where she was placed
for her job training that her boss has offered her a permanent part-time
position. She has enrolled in a local community college and is excited
to start classes this summer. Shanell is also on a waiting list to get her
own apartment in the next few months. We are all so proud of Shanell
and all that she has accomplished already since she has been at The
LIGHT House and we anticipate even more successes in her future!

Basement Updates at the
Maternity Home
The LIGHT House has the pleasure of having Jason Phelps serve
as our handyman. He is dedicated and completes each project with
precision. He has worked on several small and large projects at the
maternity home. His most recent completion is Phase 1 of the basement
remodel. Due to water and sewage damage a few years ago, the basement
has served as storage only. Jason repaired drywall, electrical outlets, and
holes. He painted the walls and laid flooring and trim. He also installed
2 doors for the storage rooms. Below are pictures of the before and after.
The basement is beautiful and spacious. The basement will serve
as a meeting space for staff, residents, and community resources.
The residents will be
able to have another
common living
space to gather for
cra f ts, ga mes, a nd
educational teaching.
We love the modern
look of the basement
and we are all ver y
excited to use it again!

From Programs to Possibilities
By David Broxterman, The LIGHT House

February and March saw the first participants and graduates of the new parent education
course at The LIGHT House. Just as in the beginning of any new program there has been a good
deal of learning involved. I am most pleased to learn that the potential impact of this program
could reach beyond what we had envisioned.
We sought to fill a need in providing competent parent education training for parents
ordered to participate by the court and to ensure their participation and progress was reported
properly. Our experience in the arena of foster care social work had shown us there was a great
need for improved communication between parent education facilitators and the parties of a
child in need of care or CINC case.
The more I worked with these parents, the more I realized how uninformed they were on
how parent/child visitation is meant to progress and even the questions to ask of how they might
demonstrate improvement in areas of concern. When a child comes into state custody parent
child visitation typically progresses from supervised time to sandwiched time, where the visit
is supervised for 30 to 60 minutes at the beginning and end of the visit, to unsupervised time to
sleep overs to weekends to a trial home visit. Once a trial home visit is considered successful the
child is returned to the care and custody of the willing and able parent and the case can be closed.
In talking about some of these issues throughout the course, I found these parents were not
only developing their parenting skills, but learning how to move their case forward. By the end
of a 7-week parenting education course, one of the participants who was still having supervised
visits 6 months after her case begin had been approved to begin sandwiched visitation and
had a plan in place for progressing to unsupervised time. Another participant who was having
supervised visits only a couple days a week and whose case also began 6 months prior had
developed a plan with her case worker to work toward sandwiched visitation with her 4 children.
The opportunity for measurable demonstration of improved parenting skills combined
with credible, dependable and useful accounting of these experiences is a bottleneck in the
Family Court System. By endeavoring to simply fill a need we discovered an opportunity to
have a great impact for children, parents, service providers and the greater Kansas City area.
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Needs List:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Diapers (all sizes) and baby wipes
Baby shampoo, wash & lotion
Bottles & formula
Pacifiers
Urgent need for all size spring/summer
clothing! New or gently used.
Toiletries for parents-shampoo,
conditioner, lotion, toothpaste, etc.
1-2 Pack ‘n Plays
1-2 high chairs with removable covers
New twin mattresses (2)
Umbrellas
1 Rock ‘n Play
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Will You Be a Blessing to Young Mothers,
Babies and Families?

Last year, we
served 22
young ladies,
9 infants and
4 toddlers in
our maternity
home. We
provided case
management
services
to 11 birth
mothers. 105
participated
in our
Outreach
Program.

Dear Friends,
I know you believe in the sanctity of human life. You
may even be a strong advocate for the unborn. You know
the Scripture verses that teach us the importance that God
places on life and you may even be able to recite the stages
of development that a baby goes through in each trimester.
But you may not be as well versed on the factors that often
play a large role in the decision to have an abortion.
I recently read a report from the Elliot Institute on
“forced abortions” in America. According to this report,
84% of women said they weren’t sufficiently informed
before abortion, many said they were misinformed by
experts about fetal development, abortion alternatives or
risks. The report presents statistics and tells the stories of
so many who reluctantly decided to abort because they
didn’t believe they had any real alternative.
W hile this k ind of pressure can occur in any
unplanned pregnancy, teenagers are more likely to feel
pressured into abortion, to report being misinformed
in pre-abortion counseling and to experience more
severe psychological stress after abortion. Even Planned
Parenthood acknowledges that teens are less likely to have
the maturity, knowledge and communication skills needed
to make a decision about abortion. Their stories are much
like Denise’s…
“The counselor told me life would be very difficult for
me if I had the baby. She said she had three kids herself and
the financial aspect was difficult for her. She never gave me
alternatives or asked if I wanted to keep the baby; she just
kept playing on my fears and making me believe that it would
never work out.”
I can only imagine what Denise’s decision would have
been if someone had been there to support her and counsel
her on the real alternatives.
There is a 65% higher risk of clinical depression after
an abortion. Tambra is one who has struggled with severe
depression since she had an abortion she felt forced into.
“Everything within me was yelling, “No! No! No!” But
they all advised strongly against my having the child. So I
allowed them to control the situation ... Inside, my voice was
screaming, ‘Please do not do this!’ I had no one who said that
I could give life to my child. ”
The LIGHT House provides the support pregnant
teenagers and young women need to understand that
they have alternatives that are far better than abortion.
Because of the programs and services provided by The
LIGHT House, hundreds of babies have been saved and
hundreds of girls have been saved from going through the
tragedy of abortion.
Last year, we served 22 young ladies, 9 infants and
4 toddlers in our maternity home. We provided case
management services to 11 birth mothers. There were 105
participants in our Outreach Program.

Your involvement and support can help us reach out
to dozens of young ladies experiencing crisis. Will you
prayerfully consider making a financial contribution at this
time of year? You have the amazing opportunity to provide
the support that seems to be all too rare in our country!
Without your financial support we could not provide the
level of services that girls need if they are to know they
have real choices.
Like many girls in her situation, Denise tried to
fill the void that was caused by aborting her baby with
unhealthy relationships. Just a little more than a year after
her abortion, she became pregnant again. But this time,
Denise found a different counselor – one who knew of
the alternatives provided by The LIGHT House. When
she contacted us she learned that she did have a choice
because of the support programs that you have helped us
provide. After she gave birth, Denise continued to attend
our Outreach Program. She has learned of the love and
forgiveness that only comes from Jesus Christ.
She said, “I recommend The LIGHT House to others
who may need a place that provides unconditional love and
support during their pregnancy.”
There are many young “Mothers-to-be” in our world
who are facing unplanned pregnancies and difficult
choices. In recognition of all of the innocent babies
involved in these situations and in honor of Mothers’ Day,
won’t you send a gift to help us continue to provide the
ministries available through The LIGHT House?
This Mothers’ Day you can be a vital part of a ministry
that is actively ministering to girls in crisis situations
and saving the lives of the unborn. There are hundreds of
Denises and Tambras in our area. Not only must we help
them choose life, we must also be there to support them
in that choice.
		
Blessings,
		
Russell Martin
		
President
P.S. Your Mothers’ Day gift can be made in honor
or memory of a loved one in your life. Please send your
gift to The LIGHT House, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road,
Bridgeton, MO 63044. You can also make your gift on-line
by going to www.lighthousekc.org and clicking on the
“Donate Now” button. I can’t think of a better way for you
and your family to celebrate Mothers’ Day or Fathers’ Day.
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VBS Mission Projects

T

time of year many Vacation Bible School Directors are
looking for ways to promote mission opportunities in VBS.
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home offers several special
programs that have been popular with children’s groups.
The “KOINS4KIDS” program (see page 25) offers many exciting
ways to promote competition between age groups, boys and girls, etc.
within the context of a valuable mission project. Various groups can
compete to bring the most coins to VBS to help the children at MBCH.
Posters and other materials are available to help advertise this program.
(KOINS4KIDS is an update of the “Miles of Pennies” program that
MBCH has promoted for many years. The truth is, a penny just doesn’t
go as far as it used to – even a mile of them!)
Bible Drive. The first thing a child receives when he or she
arrives at MBCH is a new Bible. For most of
our children, this is the first Bible they have
ever owned. A mission offering designated
for MBCH Bibles is an outstanding way to
blend a mission project with the importance
of God’s Word. We have found it is important
to provide all of our children with the same
kind of Bible so there is no cause for envy/
jealousy between them.
Duffel Bags are always needed by foster
children and residents at MBCH. These
children often have nothing but a black trash
bag to carry their belongings to their new foster homes. Collecting new
(or like new) duffel bags would be a wonderful project for VBS (or other
mission organizations).
his is the

The MBCH
Coloring Book is
another activity that
provides mission
e d u c a t i o n . We c a n
prov ide you w ith
copies of the coloring/
activity book or
you can dow n load a
m a s t e r c op y of t he
Coloring Book from
w w w.mbch.org (click
on the “Web Resources”
b u t t o n) a n d t h e n
dupl icate as many
copies of the book (or
individual pages) as you
need.

A not her g reat project
for a V BS mission offering is
Camp Sponsorships. It costs
approx i mately $10 0 to send
one child to the MBCH camp.
This is often the very first camp
experience for children in our
therapeutic group homes and in
treatment foster homes. The children in your VBS can get excited about
helping other children go to camp where they will experience the Good
News of Jesus Christ in a new and exciting way.

Looking for ways your church can help
provide for the children and youth at
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home? A new
“Mission Project Ideas” booklet is now
available. This booklet describes a variety
of mission projects that a church, a
Sunday School class, a missions group or
a VBS can organize to benefit MBCH.
You can request a copy to be sent to you
by e-mailing public.relations@mbch.org
or download it from our website
www.mbch.org.
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CaMp18five: A Great Mission Opportunity
CaMp18five will be held at Baptist Hill Assembly Camp in Mt. Vernon, MO, from Tuesday, July 30 through noon on Friday, August 2.
Our campers are from our campus based group homes and our foster families. This year our theme is “In the Wild”. While in the wild, we
usually encounter the unusual and possibly, life changing experiences. Our camp this year will provide unique encounters to have fun, be
challenged, and come to Jesus.
Brad Bennett from Real Encounter with Brad Bennett returns with his daredevil cycling demonstration (sometimes with audience
participation!) and clear presentation of the Gospel. Kids will learn to work together to conquer the Challenge Course, enjoy various
recreational activities and crafts. Everyone gets excited and touched by the exceptional encounter of the talent show.
The Sports Crusaders will be there to lead and assist those participating in recreational sports. They have a gift of encouraging the timid
to participate and join the fun while representing Christ.
Would you like to join us “In the Wild” this year? We need 6 cabin leaders to shepherd 2 or three kids during the day and overnight as the
hands and feet of Jesus. We are also looking for several people to join our Hospitality Team. Your role will include handing out refreshments,
helping in the kitchen or other helpful duties. Free food and accommodations are provided for the week.
To volunteer, contact us at 1-800-264-6224. Ask for Jan, our acting Camp Volunteer Coordinator at extension 1212. You can email her at
jan.greninger@mbch.org. Cabin leaders must be at least 21 years old. All approved volunteers will successfully pass a free background check.
If you would like to help defray the cost of camp for our campers (we don’t charge them), you can make a donation to the Camp Scholarship
fund on our website www.mbch.org. $100.00 covers the cost for one camper. We anticipate 70 – 80 campers this year.
If you cannot come in person, you can pray for us: positive connections to Jesus Christ, positive connections to one another, good health,
good weather, safe travel, encouragement, and of course, to have fun!
Thank you, and God bless you.
Pastor George Fulgham

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home Presents:

Apple Festival
2019
Saturday September 14, 2019
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

First Baptist Church Raymore
58 Highway & South Washington Street

Please Join Us for:
the FINAL Apple Festival!

The 2019 Festival will be the 36th and final Apple conducted solely
by MBCH. This year we will celebrate the history of the Festival along
with the quilters, craft makers and volunteers who have made it
possible for the Festival to exist for the last 35 years.
The Festival will feature a Quilt and Craft Auction beginning at
1:00 p.m. There will be no children’s area or craft vendors.
If a church would like to continue the festival in 2020 or beyond,
MBCH will provide seed money and consultation to get started.

www.mbch.org		

			

1-800-264-6224

Support
Families Ministering to Families
Continued from page 11
Even since reunification in May 2018 the Barnes have continued
to maintain a connection with this family. They picked up the previous
TFC child from school when he was suspended so the mom could
remain at work, provided respite, helped with feeding issues and even
attended a baby shower for the mother’s most recent child, and overall
they offer encouragement weekly to this mother.
As Athol ref lected back over the placement, he shared, “The
Lord revealed something to me that was extremely significant in my/
our dealings with this child and other similarly disabled children. In
Luke 8, we read the account of Jesus casting out the demons from the
man from the region of the Gerasenes. Verse 35 says, ‘and the people
went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they
found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’
feet, dressed and in his right mind.’ What if, one day when we get to our
eternal homes, we see the people that we served in our lives, but they
are ‘dressed and in their right minds?’ It gave me a different perspective
of the little eyes that were looking back at me. Our service to the least
of these, never goes unnoticed.”
Is God calling you to be a Treatment Family Care Parent? If you
would like to learn more, call 1-800-264-6224.
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The following children will be celebrating their birthdays
in the next few months. Will you please pray for our children on
their birthday?
Kesmisha.......................................June 2
Jaee...............................................June 7
Winter ..........................................June 8
Jerrica...........................................June 8
Alisha..........................................June 10
Brittany.......................................June 10
Horria..........................................June 14
Nacole.........................................June 15
Valarie.........................................June 15
Heather.......................................June 15
Dana...........................................June 15
Tyree...........................................June 18
Keyaria........................................June 18
Bonnie........................................June 19
Ethan..........................................June 20
Jacquelynn..................................June 20
Ezekiel.........................................June 20
Chance .......................................June 21
Myranda.....................................June 21
Leanna........................................June 22
Trinity..........................................June 24
Kash............................................June 24
Louise.........................................June 24
Jazlynn........................................June 29
Dakota........................................June 29
Bryana........................................June 29
Shanae........................................June 30
Brandi.........................................June 30
Kaden.............................................July 1
Leah...............................................July 3
Madysen........................................July 3
Taylor.............................................July 5
Hayley............................................July 6
Christie...........................................July 8
Andy..............................................July 8
Calisha...........................................July 9
Briana..........................................July 11
Zayne...........................................July 12
Erica.............................................July 12

Noah............................................July 15
Bentley........................................July 16
Kali...............................................July 17
Kendra.........................................July 19
Landon.........................................July 19
Jacob............................................July 19
Jesson..........................................July 19
Bradley.........................................July 20
Courtney......................................July 21
Katrina.........................................July 21
Robert..........................................July 23
Kaia..............................................July 23
Mia...............................................July 27
Kelsey..........................................July 29
Jerrone.........................................July 30
Sondra.........................................July 31
Chalantra..................................August 3
Keyani.......................................August 3
Inez...........................................August 4
Noah.........................................August 4
Edward......................................August 5
Eli..............................................August 7
Joy............................................August 9
Gage.......................................August 11
Karmesha................................August 12
Steven.....................................August 15
Kaylia......................................August 16
Kelby.......................................August 16
Brayden...................................August 16
Lukas.......................................August 16
Kaysie.....................................August 17
MaKayla..................................August 18
Kendra....................................August 20
Mellonie..................................August 22
Jada........................................August 23
Clarissa....................................August 25
Amanda..................................August 25
Starr........................................August 30
Patricia....................................August 30
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Above: The Hughes
Brothers
Right: Billy Yates
Top Right: The Bretts

Clay Cooper once again generously
provided his beautiful theatre to MBCH
for the 2019“Afternoon with the Stars.”
Clay and Tina Cooper and the entire
staff of the Clay Cooper Theatre did
everything possible to make MBCH feel
welcome and to make this event go
smoothly.
A committee composed primarily
of volunteers organized the event,
solicited sponsors and items for the
silent auction, sold tickets and worked
faithfully on the day of the event.

Left: Doug Gabriel
Right:C.J. Newsome

625 people attended the
event and helped raise more
than $31,000 for MBCH. All of the
entertainers donated their time
and talents.

Clay Cooper served as the M.C. of this year’s benefit
and kept the crowd entertained and involved with
his unique style and sense of humor.

Above: #1 Hits of the 60’s
(and 50’s, too)
Below: Terry Sanders

Support

MBCH Foundation Can Help You Make a Generational Impact

T

here is great news for all of our Missouri Baptist Children’s Home

(MBCH) donors! MBCH Foundation Regional Representatives
are now trained and certified or in the process of getting trained
and certified to help you plan your estate from a Christian perspective.
Our goal at MBCH Foundation is NEVER to tell a donor what
causes they should, or should not support with the estate that God
has given them. MBCH Foundation Regional Representatives try to
communicate two basic truths to all of our donors as we advise them
through their estate planning process.
1. Your stuff, and my stuff is really God’s stuff. The stuff that we
accumulate over the course of our lives is what God has made us
stewards of. Remember, it is God who owns the cattle on a thousand
hills (Psalm 50:10). As with any other job there are responsibilities
that apply to this stewardship. First, we as followers of Christ have a
responsibility to take care of the needs of those over whom God has
given us responsibility (Mt. 7:9-10). Second, we have a responsibility
to use these resources to further God’s Kingdom, and to bring Him
glory. Again, not because He needs the resources, they are already
His, but because we need the obedience for our spiritual maturity.
2. What God directs you and your spouse to do with the resources He
has made you steward over is 100% a conversation that takes place
between you, your spouse and the Lord. This means that when an
MBCH Foundation Regional Representative meets with you to
discuss estate planning and planned giving you can trust that their
ONLY agenda is the agenda that God has given you and your loved
ones!

To help accomplish this for our
donors, our Regional Representatives
have attained or are in the process of
attaining their Certified Gift Planning
Associates (CGPA) certification through
Crescendo Interactive, Inc. © 2019.
Crescendo Interactive, Inc. is the
nation’s largest planned giving vendor
with over thirty years of experience in
helping donors and charities all across
A mer ica. T he CGPA cer ti f ication
gives M BCH Foundation Regional
Representatives a solid understanding of
estate planning, gift planning, gifting tax James Morrow,
strategies, estate documents, gift laws, Vice President,
MBCH Foundation
and regulations.
If you are interested in reviewing
your estate from a Christian perspective and in hearing what innovative
gifting options you have available, then give your MBCH Foundation
Regional Representative a call to set-up your free appointment.
As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in
and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least
of these”!

Save Money on Taxes with Charitable IRA Giving

M

BCH Children’s and Family Ministries is successful only because of our friends who are faithful in
their prayers and financial donations. There are many ways friends of MBCH can support our mission
and ministry. One very special giving opportunity is available to those age 70½ or older from their
traditional individual retirement accounts (IRAs). These friends can make gifts totaling up to $100,000 per
year directly to MBCH on a tax-free basis. These direct IRA transfers can also count toward your annual
required minimum distribution amount. Therefore, eliminating any taxable distributions from your IRA.
Recent tax law changes doubled the standard deduction and eliminated or cut back many other deductions
that make IRA gifts increasingly popular for friends who want to support MBCH while also reducing their
taxes.
The Charitable IRA provision holds wide appeal for donors whether you are considering small, medium
or larger charitable gifts.
To make such gifts, it is important to not withdraw funds prior to a gift but have the gift amount distributed
directly from an IRA to MBCH. For those with check writing privileges on their accounts, this may be the Jeff Hicks,
most efficient way to make gifts directly from an IRA.
Regional Representative
Here are the simple benefits in a nutshell:
• Your gift will be put to use today, allowing you to see the difference your donation is making in the lives of at risk children and families.
• You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit even if you do not
itemize your deductions.
• If you have not yet taken your required minimum distribution for the year, your IRA charitable rollover gift can satisfy all or part of that
requirement.
If you have further questions, please give you MBCH regional representative a call, your IRA administrator or your tax advisor for more
information.

The Messenger – 24

May 2019

Foundation

MBCH Foundation Regional Representatives

Foundation Staff
Vice President,

James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri,
Bob Springate, 816-898-0008

East/Northeast Missouri,
Allen Calkins, 314-327-4121

South Central Missouri,
Keith Vawter, 417-693-1210

Southwest Missouri,
Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906

Southeast Missouri,

Kenny Vawter, 573-241-1113

(Development Coordinator)
Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Administrative Assistants)
Joann Britt (Special Events/
Database Management), 816-898-1094
Cindy Roberts (Special Events/
Tax Credits), 800-264-6224

VBS is right around the corner. KOINS4KIDS is a fun way to get your
children involved in helping others. You can promote competition
between age groups, boys and girls, etc. within the context of a
valuable mission project.
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Memorials and Honorariums
Memorials

Allen, Nova by Gary and Sharon Alexander (Birch Tree)
Argie, Lorene by Don and Kathy Anstaett, Ken and
Kaye Mantonya (Warsaw)
Bancroft, Walter, Clifford, Rachel and Ryder by Alice
Bancroft (Buffalo)
Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles and Mary Ann
Brown, Charles and Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)
Bessenbacher, Douglas by Lisa Bessenbacher
(Kansas City)
Blackler, Barbara by Dorothy Meeks (St. Peters)
Brown, Don by Barbara A. Brown (St. Charles)
Brown, Kenneth and Erma by Charles and Mary Ann
Brown, Charles and Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)
Brown, Robert “R.G.” by Mr. and Mrs. William Ronan
(St. Charles)
Brown, Sam by Keranne Brown (Linneus)
Burden, Doris by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Felton
(Springfield)
Carriger, Howard by Bryan and Melissa Wollard
(Fair Play)
Charles, Gayle by her parents, Vernon & Clareca Maxted
(Marshall)
Claiborne, Bob by Park Baptist Church (Brookfield)
Coughron, Betty by John and Susan Masulit (Vandalia)
Covington, Donna by Mr. and Mrs. Don Hanks, Mr. and
Mrs. Herman Rea, The Salem Aires Group of Salem
Baptist Church (Florissant)
Davis, Ashley by by her grandparents, Vernon and
Clareca Maxted (Marshall)
Dixon, Vivian by Bruce Dixon (Kansas City)
Elrod, Edith by Ms. Madelyn J. Schnick (Strafford)
Friedeck, Adolph and Shirley by Mr. and Mrs. David
Thiele (St. Louis)
Gamm, Grover A. by Viola Gamm (Ewing)
Gross, Bessie by Randy and Patricia Adolph
(Webster Groves)
Guthrie, Preston by Evelyn Guthrie (Joplin)
Guvernator, Kenneth by Mr. and Mrs. William M.
Ronan (St. Charles)
Hamilton, LaMoine by L.E. and Sandra Gibson
(Richland)
Hankins, Phyllis by Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Hankins
(Sweet Home)
Hendricks, Dean and Joyce by their daughter, Holly
Dugan, their daughter, Holly Dugan (Battlefield)
Hicks, Mrs. Alice by Second Baptist Church
(Poplar Bluff)
Hughes, Paul by Mt. Zion Baptist Church (Hartville)
Kientzy, Molly Kay by Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Dawson
(Sturgeon)
Kinder, Anna by First Baptist Church-Moberly (Moberly)
Lance, Charles W. by Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Perkins
(Marshall); Mr. and Mrs. Albert Hartman, Mr. and
Mrs. Larry Hawkins, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Ownby,
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Guier (Sweet Springs)
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Lawson, David by Floyd E. Lawson (Paris)
Leach, Betty by Laura Marquis (Belleview); Curt
and Denise Bourg (Evergreen); Martha Jane
Callahan (Farmington); co-workers of Dennis Leach
(Florissant); Richard and Jennifer Valuck (Hannibal);
Linda C. Wilson (Pilot Knob); John and Jenny Davin
(Staunton)
Lenhart, Elaine by Ms. Carolyn Jordan (Peculiar)
Lodell, Norman ‘Bobby’ by David and Janice Robinson
(Bowling Green)
Mabry, Samuel S. by Larry Coppedge-Mid Lakes
Baptist Association (Bolivar)
Martin, Dorothy by Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Hankins
(Sweet Home)
Mason, Steve by Summit Woods Baptist Church
(Lee’s Summit)
Millikan, Rebecca Jo by Second Baptist Church
(Poplar Bluff)
MInton, Betty by Byron and Jolene DeBoer (Smithfield)
Montgomery, Jack by Jerry and Suzanne Montgomery
(Bentonville); Bradley and Carol Jemes, Floyd and
Kathy Twyman (Conway); Rick and Joy Gaines
(Conway); Chester and Bonnie Agee, Mark and Mary
Ann Randall, Norma L. Woosley (Lebanon)
Murphy, Jim by C. Felton (Springfield)
Neece, Robert Wayne by Joplin field Trail Association
(Baxter Springs); Barbara Kuhn, James and Barbara
Hicklin, Lary and Michelle Allgood, Sallie Beard,
Steven Owen, Tom and Juanita Allgood (Joplin);
Margarette Parker (Neosho); The Coffee Family
(Nixa); Gary A. Smith (Nixa); 4W Metal Building
Supply co., Inc. (Oronogo); Carolyn Golden, G.H. and
Peggy Pendergraft, Roy and Julia Lankford, William
and Ramona McCready (Seneca); R.E. and G.A. Seyl
(Springfield)
Payton, Eathel by Second Baptist Church (Poplar Bluff)
Pendleton, Marion by Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Hankins
(Sweet Home)
Powers, David by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis
Powers (St. Louis)

Ragan, Ted by Mount Olivet Baptist Church (Ewing)
Ringwald, Wanda by John and Christine Schoen,
Stewart & Stewart CPAS P.C. (St. Louis)
Sawyer, Robert K. by Larry Copedge and Midlakes
Baptist Association (Bolivar)
Scott, Jack by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Felton (Springfield)
Taylor, Juanita by Ruth and Jerry Hickson (Buckner)
Taylor, Margaret by Moberly First Baptist Church
(Moberly)
Vanderpool, June by George and Rosalyn Barber
(St. Louis)
VanSickle, Marie by Summit Woods Baptist Church
(Lee’s Summit)
Votaw, Carl by Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M. Tolbert (Strafford)
Whitener, Ben by Kay Whitener (Festus)
Williams, Virgil “Bud” by Luther and Ann Abbott
(Doniphan)
Winfrey, Pastor David by Larry and Carol Wolf (Amity);
Steven and Jeanne Hurst (Cameron); Rodney and
Geneva Dorr (Green City); Carolyn Martin (Higden);
LInda Hazlett (Kansas City); Mankato Evangelical
Lutheran Church Women (Mankato); Larry and Penny
Auffert (Maryville); Charles and Sharon Martin,
Gerald and Ruth Owen, Larry and SuEllen McFee,
Tommy and Dixie Thornton (Maysville); Gary and
Pamela Townsend, Kenneth and Deborah Hill, Roland
and Cheryl Martin, Whitesville Baptist Church (Rea);
Govenor and Linda Briner (Resendale); John and
Carolyn Hubach (Savannah); Kenneth and Marilyn
West, Lora Hughes, Lora Hughes (St. Joseph); Kevin
and Twilla Clark (Tarkio)

Honorariums

Elrod, Howard by Ms. Madelyn J. Schnick (Strafford)
Roller, Ken and Lila by John and Becky Roller
(Dadeville)

Online Donations
To make a donation with your credit or debit card, simply visit
www.mbch.org and click the “Donate” button on any page. To make
an on-line Tax Credit gift (or to use the Tax Benefit Calculator)
just click on the “Tax Credits” link on the“Support” page. We will
send you the application forms or have a Regional Representative
contact you to answer your questions or discuss the benefits of
using Tax Credits in your charitable giving.
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Address Change Form

Getting Excess Mail?
If you are receiving duplicate mailings, mailings
for people who no longer live at your address or
mailings for deceased individuals, please contact us
so we can correct these issues and note the changes
in our database. To report information which needs
to be updated/corrected, please cut-out and return
this form or call 800-264-6224.
You can also make changes on-line by going to
www.mbch.org and clicking on “Mailing Preferences”
at the top of the page.

Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:
o

Subscribe me/us to the E-Messenger to save money on printing & postage.
Send to this e-mail address: _______________________________________________

o

Change the address to: __________________________________________________
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip________

o

Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:
o

Individual is deceased: please provide name _______________________________

o

Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the
duplicate _______________)

o

No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state

o

Other: ___________________________________________________________

Does your Giving Make a Difference?

Eggapaloozza 2019

By Von Hulin, Program Director

For the fourth year in a row First Baptist Arnold came to the
Lowe-Frillman campus in Bridgeton on Saturday April 13 to host an
“Eggapalooza” for our residents and foster families. Everyone had a
wonderful time decorating cookies, getting their faces painted, making
balloon animals, and playing several games as well as enjoying delicious
food and a modified egg hunt.
To end the day the children and youth were blessed with a message
of the Gospel and time of devotion expressing the true reason for Easter.
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home would like to give a huge “thank you”
to First Baptist Church Arnold for such an amazingly “eggciting” day
for children and youth!

It was a Friday night at the local police station. We all have ideas
about who might be there because of some poor choices they made
earlier in the day. What most of us don’t expect to see are the four
children who are in the process of coming into the custody of the
Children’s Division. The teenager is watching over her younger siblings
since she is used to being their protector.
Our Family Foster Care department receives the call to pick up
the children and find a placement for them. Two staff members head
to the police station to pick up the children and bring them back to the
office until a placement is secured. The supervisor is diligently working
to locate a placement for the children. This is no easy task as it is four
children and it is the first weekend of Spring Break, so a lot of foster
families are out of town or unavailable.
The process takes a while and the kids haven’t eaten since lunch.
Staff picks up food for the three older children and, in getting the older
kids fed, we realize the newborn hasn’t been fed recently. The kids had
very little with them and the little they did have did not include any
formula or bottles. We were able to locate formula in the office of one our
Pregnancy Services staff but couldn’t
find a bottle anywhere.
Just before we were about to head
to the store, we remembered that we
have bottles in our Public Relations
Department used for The LIGHT
House Baby Bottle Drive. We washed
it with hot water and checked to make
sure it was functional for a baby to
use – it was. In the midst of their lives
turning upside down that night, big
sister was able to feed her little sister.
While that bottle was created for
raising money to care for children,
youth and families – when called upon
that cold Friday night – it rose to the
occasion and fed a baby.
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Missions/Ministry Opportunities Abound at
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home

Y

ou don’t have to work in a church or go to a distant “mission field” to be actively involved in ministry and missions.

The staff at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home believe they are called by God to minister to hurting children, youth
and families in Missouri. They sincerely believe they are missionaries just like those serving in what we traditionally
think of as “mission fields.”
To be an MBCH missionary, you don’t need a theological degree. You don’t need to be ordained. You often don’t
even need to move from your own home. You just need a heart to minister to hurting children and meet the basic job
qualifications (which vary from position to position). While some positions may require specific educational, professional
and experiential qualifications, others are less restrictive.
Staff members are urgently needed for many positions in locations all around Missouri. (You can find a complete
up-to-date listing on our website.)
Maybe God is calling you to fill one of these positions. Or you may know someone who would be a good fit for one of
the open positions listed below that Missouri Baptist Children’s home is seeking to fill. Missouri Baptist Children’s Home
is an exciting place to work and share God’s love with at-risk children and families.
Salary and benefit packages are competitive. But the rewards of knowing that you are working in full-time Christian
ministry and making a lasting difference in the lives of children, youth and families are even greater.

I

f you feel called to work at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home or know someone who may be interested please visit (or

direct that person to visit) our website, www.mbch.org or call the Human Resources Office at MBCH at 800-264-6224
to learn more about these open positions.
You can be a missionary right here in Missouri. Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to make a real difference in
the lives of children, youth and families.

