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President’s Update

By the time you read this, we will be well into the 
new year of  2019. Probably many people made 
some new year resolutions and had the best of 

intentions of keeping them. But by now, they may be 
just memories of what might have been. 

Aren’t you glad we serve a Lord who is faithful 
in keeping His commitments to us? It is my prayer 
that as He has given us this new year, He may find us 
even more faithful in serving Him and ministering to 
those around us – in our case, to the children, youth, 
and families He has given us the responsibility and 
the privilege to serve.

We have been affiliated with the Missouri 
Baptist Convention for many years and have valued 
that relationship very much. We think it has been a 
mutually beneficial one and want it to continue. The Missouri Baptist 
Convention amended its governing documents in 2017 and, in doing 
so, specified some items that were to be included in the articles and 
bylaws of the entities that are a part of the MBC.

I am very pleased to report that the messengers to the annual  meeting 
in October approved the revisions to our articles of incorporation to bring 
them in conformity with the governing documents of the Convention. 
We spent a great amount of time in 2017 and 2018 reviewing and revising 
the articles and the bylaws and were willing to do so because we value 
our relationship with the MBC.

By its nature, this was a rather time-consuming task and we are glad 
to have it behind us so that we can devote our attention and resources 
to those who so desperately need our help. I am so proud of our board 
for the harmonious spirit that was displayed as we went through the 
process. I also want to thank Dr. John Yeats, Executive Director of the 
MBC, and Dr. Ken Parker, who served as President of the MBC during 
that time period, for their support and guidance.

We are following closely a piece of federal legislation known as 
the Family First Prevention Services Act (HR 1892). This act 
redirects federal funds to provide services to keep children 

safely with their families and out of foster care, and when foster care is 
needed allows federal reimbursement for care in family-based settings 
and certain residential treatment programs for children with emotional 
and behavioral disturbance requiring special treatment.

While this does not directly impact most of our programs, such as 
transitional living, pregnancy services, and human trafficking rescue,  
it does have significant impact on our therapeutic group homes that are 
located on the Byrne and Hutchens Campuses. There will be much more 
scrutiny on the reasons for a child being placed in a residential setting 
and the state will only be eligible for Title IV-E foster care payments 
from the federal government for children placed in certain settings.

There are three basic components in this legislation: 
1. Prevention, 
2. Family-based placement, and 
3. Residential treatment, not placement. 

Staff is reviewing the potential impacts and the viable options for 
us to consider as this legislation is implemented. As is true for most 
circumstances like this, there are challenges as well as opportunities.

Some of the challenges that might be encountered 
as we consider adapting our program to meet this 
legislation include:

1.    Recruitment and retention of staff who would work 
      with children with more intense needs.

2. Recruitment and sustainability of foster homes  
      and caregivers.

3.   Higher expectations of treatment foster care homes.

There are also some opportunities in this 
legislation as well. The focus on prevention and 
keeping children out of foster care and in families and 
the strengthening of families fits very well with our 
mission. It also goes hand-in-hand with our church 
engagement initiative to encourage churches to 

become better equipped to minister to families in their communities 
to reduce and hopefully prevent disruptions.

You will find elsewhere in this edition of The Messenger more 
information on our church engagement initiative that is being 
headed up very ably by David Burch. Please take a few moments 

and review it and pray how you might become involved in ministering 
to those families around you, knowing that MBCH is here to assist 
you as we can.

Some of you may be thinking about construction projects for the 
year and we would be happy to provide you with some opportunities 
that we have. Simply contact my office and we will be happy to send 
you an updated list of projects that you can review and see which ones 
might work for you and/or your group. By doing so, you will have a 
direct impact on the children and youth that we serve.

We will have our Annual Report in the next edition of The Messenger, 
but I want to share with you now the good news that we are reporting a 
total of 20 professions of faith in 2018. To God be the glory! Lives have 
been changed and you have been a part of that happening.

As always, i thank you for your faithfulness in praying for us and 
for your being a leader for children and families in your home 
communities. It takes all of us joining hands together under the 

leadership and Lordship of our Savior to make a lasting difference in the 
lives of children, youth, and families. And together, we are impacting 
the lives of many.

To God be all the honor and glory.

Russell L. Martin, 
President
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Women’s Ministry

2019 theme for women’s ministry: 
tangled! living in an upside down 
world!

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 
Proverbs 3:5-6

This year looks to be a very exciting year as 
we look forward to all that the Lord has in store 
for Women’s Ministry in the State of Missouri. It is 
my great privilege to work with Women’s Ministry 
leaders from around the State! We are so pleased to 
be able to provide training, support, conferences, 
speakers and Bible Study Leader Kits to churches, 

leaders and Bible study groups all over the State.
I am also excited to share that I am a part of the NEW Church 

Engagement Team which opens even more doors of opportunity 
to minister and assist leaders and groups within the church and 
communities. Please feel free to contact me for more information and/ 
or assistance with facilitating and/or training opportunities within 
your scope of influence.

We are looking forward to the 2019 TGE (Trust God in 
Everything) event coming to the Oasis Hotel and Convention Center 
in Springfield, MO on February 23-24. This is a “one of a kind” event 
for women and girls in Grades 3-12! The girls will have classes designed 
for their grade level where they will be engaged and challenged in how 
to minister and witness to friends and acquaintances in a culture very 
different from the past. The women will choose five classes from a long 
list of class offerings. The women and girls will experience all new and 
different “Gathering” times where we will all meet together to hear and 
experience testimonies, a drama presentation and scripture teachings 
for our theme and scripture focus. 
Registration Cost: $40 per person 

(register on-line at www.mbch.org)
Hotel Reservations: Oasis Hotel and Convention Center | 

Springfield, MO | 417.866.5253 | Ask for TGE 2019 Event Rate. 
($103 per night for up to 5 per room and includes free breakfast)

BONUS: We are offering a Stewards of Children® Training 
Opportunity at the Oasis Hotel prior to the TGE Event, on February 
23rd from 9 to 11 a.m. Using the 5 Steps to Protecting Our Children™ as 
a framework, Stewards of Children® is a two-hour training that teaches 
adults practical actions to prevent child sexual abuse or intervene if 
abuse is suspected. Featuring compelling and engaging content, the 
program is designed for parents, concerned individuals, and any adult 
that works with children or youth. Through Stewards of Children®, 
more than 1,000,000 adults have been trained to protect children from 
sexual abuse. You may register at www.mbch.org. The training is being 
offered free of charge. 

For Women’s and Girl’s Ministry Leaders and Teams:
A Women’s/Girl’s Ministry Two-Day Training Clinic will be 

offered on March 29-30 in Branson at the Branson Towers Hotel and 
Convention Center (236 Shepherd of the Hills Expressway). 

March 29: 6 – 9 p.m.; March 30: 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Topics will include: 
• Breathing New Life into Existing Ministry Units
• Staying Relevant in Ministry and Reaching the Unreachable
• Starting a New WM/GM Group
• Conflict Management
• Areas of Ministry Waiting to be Discovered!
• Girl’s Ministry
• Bridging the Generation Gap
• New Trends in Women’s Ministry
• Resource Helps and Locations
• Networking with Other Leaders
• Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing!
• And Much, Much More!

Interactive classes and fresh biblical insights on leadership roles 
will leave you refreshed, renewed and excited to return to the ministry 
field to better serve both now and in the future. 

Registration Cost: $40 per person (includes lunch on Saturday) 
(register on-line at www.mbch.org)

Hotel Reservations: 417.336.4500 ($66.99 per night and includes 
breakfast)



Women’s Minsitry

The Messenger – 5February 2018



Holiday Events at the Branches at Brookline
The Branches at Brookline is a Christian, family-style residence providing 

adults with developmental disabilities a secure and stable place to call home. The 
Branches joined the MBCH family in November 2017 with the signing of merger 
documents.  The home is situated on 35 beautiful acres near Springfield, Missouri. 
Southwest Special Care Homes was founded in 2002 and completed the building 
of the house in 2012.

House parents encourage and enable adults with developmental disabilities 
to live and work together in a family-type environment, remain involved in area 
churches, make lifelong friends, realize their God-given potential and live productive, 
fulfilling lives in the community. 

The Branches held two open house events in late 2018 to showcase the facilities 
and program to the Southwest Missouri population. On October 27th, 2018 the staff 
hosted their first event since becoming a part of MBCH Children and Family Ministries. Several families attended and enjoyed seeing staff, 
residents and their families play fun outdoor games and activities such as pumpkin bowling and silly string decorating. 

Then on December 1st, “Christmas at the Barn” was held where people were free to come and go 
as they wanted. Several families of the residents showed up 
and had fun taking photos in front of the Christmas trees 
as well as decorating sugar cookies and conversing with 
loved ones over sugary treats.

T h e  B r a n c h e s 
at  B rook l i ne i s  t he 
second group home for 
developmentally disabled 
adults joining Country 
Haven on t he By r ne 
Campus in Peculiar.
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Residents of The Branches at Brookline 
and their guests enjoyed “decorating” 

a pumpkin with silly string.

The Christmas event included 
decorating cookies.



News
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How Will You Respond?
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

Statistics gathered by the organization “Darkness To Light” 
indicate that 1 in 10 children will be sexually abused before they 
turn age 18. That is approximately 400,000 children each year.

Although most people do not realize it, child sexual abuse is one 
of the most significant risks facing children today. The consequences 
of sexual abuse can be devastating and lifelong. Victims are at risk for 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, anxiety disorders, 
suicide, substance abuse, teen pregnancy, and school dropout. As these 
children grow into adults these consequences can also lead to poverty, 
homelessness, criminal behavior, and potentially loss of life.

Statistics further indicate that 90% 
of child victims know their abuser, and 
the children that are most at risk for 
abuse are between the ages of 7 and 13. 
Many children who experience sexual 
abuse never tell anyone, and instead 
live in fear with shame and guilt that 
is devastating to them. Child sexual 
abuse happens in families, but also in 
organizations.

Unfortunately, the church is not immune to the risks of child sexual 
abuse.   In recent months, the news has informed the public about scandals 
of child sexual abuse inside the Catholic Church all around the country, 
and in December 2018, the Fort Worth Star Telegram published their 
research regarding sexual abuse within Baptist churches.

Protecting children from abuse is an adult responsibility. However, 
many of the people that spend time around children are not 
adequately trained to prevent, recognize or respond to child 

sexual abuse. Sometimes the adults in children’s lives simply lacked the 
prevention knowledge and did not recognize the signs and symptoms 
of abuse, or simply decided to dismiss gut feelings. God blesses our 
churches with children, and it is our responsibility to be good stewards 
and protect them from the horrors of abuse. 

MBCH can provide your church or association with the training 
needed to ensure that adults have the knowledge and skills needed 
to recognize the signs and symptoms of abuse and know how to take 
appropriate action steps. “Stewards of Children” is a two-hour training 
that teaches adults how to prevent, 
recognize and react responsibily to 
child sexual abuse.

The content of the training is 
compelling and engaging and it equips 
participants with practical action 
steps. Participants in Stewards of 
Children leave the training not only 
more informed, but with practical 
knowledge to recognize signs and 
symptoms of child sexual abuse, recognize unsafe behavior in adults, 
prevent sexual abuse before it can happen, and react responsibly when 
a child discloses or an adult discovers that abuse has occurred. 

Now that you know child sexual abuse is so prevalent, how will 
you respond? Will you take action and request that your church 
sponsor a Stewards of Children training in your community? 

MBCH is currently able to offer this training at no cost. Your church 
may want to partner with your school system and have MBCH also 
provide training as an in-service to teachers in your community. We 
would love to work with you to ensure that the adults in your church and 
community have the training and skills they need to protect children.

For more information contact David Burch, Church Engagement 
Strategist by phone at 417-380-1082 or email at david.burch@mbch.org. 



“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 

into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.” 
1 Peter 1:3-4

Dear Friend:
If I had to describe what the Resurrection means to me in 

two words, I would probably say “Hope” and “Restoration.” I love 
Peter’s shout of rejoicing in 1 Peter 1. He says that all praise is 
due to the Father because of the living hope He gives us through 
the resurrection. That is what Easter is all about. I am eternally 
and profoundly grateful that Easter is a story of remarkable 
transformation. The power of the resurrection can transform a 
life of emotional and spiritual pain into a life of love and hope.

Here at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home we focus on those 
two words to describe our ministries. It is our mission to provide 
hope and restoration to hurting children, youth and families who 
seem to have no hope and are in desperate need of being restored.

MBCH has always been a place where hope and restoration 
can be found. Our wonderful Christian staff works diligently 
to restore hope, ease despair, and strengthen or find families to 
minimize the feelings of abandonment and to dispel the loneliness. 
They are passionate about their opportunities to share the story of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ and what it means for the world. 
They are committed to this ministry.

Many of our clients are like Kelsey (name has been changed). 
She is a 17-year-old who is a part of our Transitional Living 
Program. Prior to coming to MBCH, Kelsey had not attended 
school consistently in more than three years. She had been addicted 
to meth and was living from place to place as her mother also 
struggled with addiction.

Your financial support is vital because it takes tremendous 
resources to house, feed and clothe children and teenagers like 
Kelsey. It is expensive to provide the professional care our staff 
gives. It is costly to recruit, train and support Christian foster 
parents who provide loving homes for children and teenagers. It 
is costly to provide the intensive treatment that girls rescued from 
human trafficking need so desperately. But we believe children, 
youth and families are worth the cost.

Your gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home at Easter will 
help us provide the hope and restoration that comes from Jesus 
Christ to hundreds of children – children who may never have 
heard the real story of Easter without the ministry of MBCH.

I am asking that you prayerfully consider making a gift now 
so we can continue to make a lasting difference in the lives of 
children, youth and families.

I am confident in asking you to sacrificially support this 
ministry because I see the results of our ministries on a daily 
basis. Last year we were able to find permanent homes for 177 
children. Many of these homes were reunifications and many were 
adoptions by relatives, foster parents or others who had strong 
connections with the children. That could not have happened 
without people like you.

Today, Kelsey is a high school junior with a 3.7 GPA. In 
addition, Kelsey has maintained employment for the past five 
months and has $862 in her savings account (money management 
is a key component of our Transitional Living Program). She has 
also tested negative for drugs on five random assessments. Kelsey 
continues to make strides in spite of her past. She is a testament 
to how God can make big changes in our clients’ lives – changes 
that the client may never have thought possible!

I know that you understand the power of the resurrection. You 
understand how true hope and restoration only comes through a 
relationship with the living Christ. You understand the importance 
of sharing the love of Jesus with children who have never heard of 
the miracle of Easter. And because you understand that, I know 
that you pray for the children in our care and the staff who work 
so hard to give them hope. Those prayers are vital to our ministry.

This Easter season, children like Kelsey will come to us 
desperate and hopeless. They will come full of fear and anger. 
They come from worlds of darkness, longing for someone to 
rescue them and bring them to safety.

I am asking you to be a part of rescuing these children. Through 
your gift, you can help guide them on a path of hope and healing. 
Aren’t these children worthy of your investment?

Jesus calls each one of us to be ministers in His name. Children 
are hurting – and we can help! Please help us make a difference 
in the lives of hurting children.

   Blessings,

   Russell L. Martin,
   President
P.S. Please mail your gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home, 11300 

St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. You can also make your 
gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” button and 
select “Easter” as the gift designation.

You Can Help Provide Hope and Restoration 
to Children, Youth and Families at Easter



your home. Please keep all of the placement providers in your prayers, 
as it is often heart breaking work that sees results in our children and 
makes a lasting difference in their lives. 

Our Joplin staff wants to send a special thank you to the following 
community members, churches and businesses that made this a great 
Christmas for our children:

Wellspring, Sweet Water Baptist, Wildwood Baptist, First Baptist 
Diamond, First Baptist Purcell, Hart Baptist, New Hope Baptist, 
Fairview Baptist, Reeds Baptist, Auto Xpress, Journey Church, 
Christ Church of Perseverance, Joplin Freightliners, Cornerstone 
Baptist, Tri-State Motor, Greenwood Baptist, Forest Park North, First 
Baptist Anderson, Faith Baptist Anderson, Jasper County Sheriff’s 
Department, Kris Lowry, Courtney Fields, Fellowship Baptist of 
Neosho, Asbury Baptist, First Baptist Seneca, Roberta Balaun, Burch 
Baptist, The Touch-Up Shop, First Baptist Lamar, Emmanuel Baptist 
Church of Webb City and Mark & Peggy Gentry. 

Bridgeton Foster Family Christmas 
Party

The Foster Family Christmas party was held on December 6th in 
the Spiritual Life Center on the Lowe-Frillman Campus.  There were 
about 90 of us celebrating together.  A 9 yr. old boy on the front row 
proudly proclaimed “The true meaning of Christmas is Jesus’ birthday!”  
We were blessed with Sharon Thomas who served as the emcee and Joy 
Stevens who shared the gift of song.  Thanks for a very special evening.

Christmas for Our 
Joplin Foster Families
By Caroline Charlton, Program Director

“Every year God provides,” Angie Gentry from Joplin MBCH says 
as the time nears towards the annual Christmas Party for our Joplin 
MBCH Foster Families and Relative Providers. MBCH is blessed in 
every office by donations and churches in the community that volunteer 
not only their facilities but their time and serve our families and staff 
for Christmas.

An example of this was our Joplin MBCH Christmas Party for 
our Foster Families and Relative Providers. The First Baptist Church 
of Diamond has hosted our Joplin Christmas Party for the last 6 years. 
They provide a dinner for our families and children and provide a 
program for the children while the placement providers are receiving 
the donated items for their children’s Christmas.

This year more than 200 people attended our Christmas Party. This 
was the largest number of attendants so far. Our families raved about 
the meal that was provided by the First Baptist Church of Diamond. We 
had several of our families ask for the mac & cheese recipe and many 
went back for seconds. The food was just that good! This Christmas 
party was a blessing to me because I was able to connect with Foster 
Families and Relative Providers that I haven’t seen recently. 

This year as Christmas neared, our Joplin MBCH lobby began to 
fill with presents for the children. I cannot express how amazing it is 
to see the generosity of our community and to see how thankful our 
families are for this assistance.

Holidays can be a stressful time for our families.  Not only do 
they have the regular stressors of the holiday season, they also have 
children in their homes that have experienced trauma. This means 
that they end up spending more time working through emotions and 
trying to reassure the children that they are safe and loved. Very basic 
tasks like going to Wal-Mart or cooking dinner can take on a whole 
new meaning when you have a child who has experienced trauma in 

Ministries
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Thankful for the 
Little Things

When was the last time you felt thankful for the opportunity to 
go to a fast food restaurant or travel within Missouri?  We tend to take 
these things for granted, don’t we?

Some of the clients with whom we work have not had these types 
of opportunities.  This past December, the clients and staff from our 
Human Trafficking Rescue program traveled to Branson to see the show 
Samson at the Sight and Sound Theatre.  They left on a Friday morning 
from St. Louis to see the Friday evening show, stayed in a hotel and 
then traveled back on Saturday after stopping at Lambert’s for lunch.  

All of the clients were in awe and on the edge of their seats at the 
Samson show, but one girl in particular could just hardly wrap her mind 
around the whole trip!  She had never been out of St. Louis and was so 
excited.  Every place they stopped (gas station, fast food restaurant, 
Sight and Sound Theatre, hotel, etc.) she was overjoyed, took pictures 
at every place, and called her mom to tell her what a wonderful time 
she was having.

Excursions like this for clients like this young lady who often have 
only traumatic and heart-breaking experiences are an opportunity for 
a new beginning with new, wonderful memories, and to be introduced 
or re-introduced to the transforming power of Christ. 



Employee of the Year
This recognition, given to two employees in client-facing roles (one 

from Residential and one from Community-Based Services), highlights 
performances which had the greatest impact in helping MBCH Children 
and Family Ministries achieve its mission. Prior “Employee of the Quarter” 
recipients are automatically considered.

Community Based Ministries
Nate Melton, Family Foster Care Joplin

Nate Melton is a guiding light to those he supervises and the families 
with whom he works. He shows kindness 
and patience. He is not quick to judge or 
to condemn. Nate always has empathy 
for people and is willing to help. When 
his employees get overwhelmed, he asks 
“what can I do” instead of running the 
other way. Although he has had a year with 
personal struggles, he has exemplified 
Christ. He always wants the best for those 
with whom he works. He is humble with 
the heart of the great Carpenter and it is 

through this humility that he shows respect to those who have never 
had it and light to those who can only see darkness in their life. He 
leads by example and those who are led by him find him easy to follow. 

Residential Ministries
Kayla Lynch, Residential Specialist Lead, Hutchens Campus Mt. 
Vernon

 Kayla is an incredible supervisor. As a Residential Specialist 
in the house, I knew that I could lean on Kayla whenever I needed it. 

She is a great support for staff. In the 
toughest situations Kayla is always there 
in person or over the phone to walk staff 
through them. Kayla is great at reading 
situations that come up in the houses and 
presenting solutions that truly meet the 
needs of the child. Not only does Kayla 
work really hard to make sure the children 
feel safe and taken care of in the houses, 
she is selfless in her ministry with the staff. 
As a supervisor she spends so much time 
making sure staff is equipped with the 

tools needed to be successful in the house. She is always advocating on 
behalf of the staff and no matter what the question or request is Kayla 
works hard to truly represent the staff. When things get hard in the 
house, or staff feel especially stressed, Kayla is always there to help. 
She is there to pray with the staff, pray with the children, and she even 
takes time during the day to pray over each child’s room. She often 
stays late until situations are de-escalated and comes in early to help 
with the morning routine. Kayla spends a lot of time in the houses and 
often cooks for the staff and kids. Kayla is also especially great with the 
kids. She has an amazing relationship with each kid in the house. 

Expressions of Faith Award 
Kisha Beverly, Transitional Living Supervisor CFM Bridgeton

This nomination is for a person 
whose actions speak volumes. She has 
taken the sufferings of children and youth 
and made advocating for them a great 
part of her life’s mission. She is building 
relationships to heal what relationships 
have hurt for so many of our clients. She 
speaks up for those without a voice, covers 
those who have no support, instructs 
those who have no one to guide them and 
loves unconditionally those who society 
has labeled intolerable. 

I am nominating Kisha Beverly for this award because her faith is 
truly expressed and not just heard. Although Kisha does not hesitate 
to share and show others love, what stands out is the intent of her heart 
that meets the clients at their point of need. Kisha’s actions of love are 
experienced long before her words are heard. She comes early, stays 
late, transports in the community, listens to their frustrations, comforts 
when they feel alone, makes her needs secondary to ensure the needs 
of her residents are met appropriately and goes above and beyond to 
ensure all of her residents feel loved, accepted and wanted. Kisha has 
taken advocacy to a new level by challenging any and every one to see 
our clients as traumatized individuals who are simply trying to cope 
with a litany of unfortunate experiences. 

Kisha can be found living out Trust-Based Relational Intervention 
(TBRI) principles and advocates for trauma based practices in the day 
to day operation of each program. I am proud to work alongside Kisha 
and I learn daily from her tireless dedication and her demonstration of 
faith and hope in our great God. Kisha is God’s expression of love and I 
believe she represents Him well in her expression of faith through her 
actions and interactions with those she serves!

Good & Faithful Servant Award
Cathy Rowan, Office Manager, MBCHCFM Spring field

I recently was given the privilege of 
volunteering with Cathy Rowan for the 
Branches Fall Open House. Cathy not 
only volunteered her Saturday evening 
but also made the best apple salad I have 
ever tasted. I have to admit that we had 
a great time and I enjoyed the event 
and Cathy’s company. Cathy made this 
awesome dish again for our Campus 
Games day at the Hutchens Campus. 

Last week we had a file audit for 
Family Resource Development and 

Family Foster Care. Cathy stayed late to copy a file so that I could take 
it with me on my way to Jeff City. 

Thank you Cathy for helping out with a joyful heart! You were a 
blessing to me the last few weeks!

2018 Annual Employee Awards
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last couple of years and during that time she worked hard to maintain 
and be a continued support to the families she serves. Upon her return 
to the office she came back ready to serve her families and team. When 
a coworker was leaving, she went out of her way to make sure as a team 
that we gave her a good sendoff. I appreciate her consistent positive 
support of the program, team and families we serve. 

Employee of the Quarter – 
West Missouri
Stacey Barnes, Family Foster Care Specialist, Joplin

Stacy has gone out of her way to make 
me feel welcome and to assist me when I 
have questions about my job, my families, 
policy, or anything I might be unsure of. 
She was patient with me as I learned my 
job. This was in addition to her keeping 
up with her casework. 

Casework is challenging and she 
is always there to lend an ear or help 
me come up with a plan. She guides me 

through policy and encourages me when things seem hopeless with 
some of my families. She is always optimistic and makes me feel like I 
am never alone in my struggles.

Note: The description of the award recipients comes from 
the nominations for the individuals.

2018 Annual Employee Awards

Best Supporting Role Award
Cindy Roberts, Administrative Assistant, MBCH Foundation

I have nominated Cindy Roberts 
because she is consistently working 
behind the scenes selflessly to advance 
the mission of our agency and to assist 
her co-workers. Cindy handles literally 
millions of dollars of tax credit donations 
and applications making sure that the 
donor receives their paperwork from 
the State in a timely manner and that the 
MBCH Foundation keeps track of the tax 
credits available to offer. She works with 

donors every day and the proof that she does her job with excellence is 
that MBCH Foundation has a very high rate of return donors through 
our tax credit programs.

In addition to this Cindy works tirelessly on special events, agency 
decorations and party planning, and also fills in at the switchboard 
as needed. She has a great attitude and without her diligent work in a 
supporting role so much of what MBCH Foundation does on a daily basis 
would not be possible. We love her, and appreciate her service so much! 

Leadership Award
Andrea McAdam, Maternity Home Manager, The LIGHT House

 Andrea is the shining example of 
a committed and supportive leader. As 
the Maternity Home Manager, Andrea 
faces challenges on what feels like a daily 
basis. How she handles those challenges 
impresses me every time. 

She is supportive to staf f and 
residents and leads in a way that 
exemplifies Christ-like qualities. Andrea 
is committed to growing her staff in not 
only skills, but also emotionally and 
spiritually. She communicates with staff 

respectfully and mindfully. She is able to assess her staff individually 
and works to discover the way that they are motivated and encouraged 
best- she then incorporates what she has learned into regular supervision. 

We often laugh at her precise attention to detail and “how her brain 
works”, but we all know, it is truly a blessing to have such a committed, 
attentive and caring leader. I am truly thankful for who Andrea is as an 
employee, leader, Christian, mother, wife and friend.

 

Employee of the 
Quarter – 
East Missouri
Sharon Thomas, Treatment Foster 
Care Specialist, Bridgeton

Sharon has always been a positive 
example in our office. She has come 
through some health obstacles over the 
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Second Chances Do Make 
a Difference

I n ou r  S out he a s t 
region we are work ing 
with a young mother who 
has battled drug addiction 
since her early teens and has 
just accomplished her tenth 
month of being sober!!! She 
grew up in foster care due 
to her mother’s substance 
a bu s e .  S he h a s  b e e n 
participating in our program during her most recent pregnancy and 
we have been working on identifying triggers and how pregnancy 
and hormones may affect her emotionally as she has never been 
sober during an entire pregnancy before. We have also prayed 
with her that God would help her stay sober.  She has increased 
her treatment classes and counseling as a precaution.  Please pray 
for this young lady’s continued progress.





are faced with and truly advocating to meet the needs of the kids. Kaydi 
is a pro at finding unique resources for foster families and willingly 
shares them with others.

Ricky and Kaydi Harp are fantastic examples of Christian foster 
parents and we are so thankful to witness their ministry of serving 
children, youth and families in order to make a lasting difference in 
their lives.

Fred and Gloria Jones
Fred and Gloria have been foster 

parents for several years with MBCH. 
They are a great family to work with 
and they have been loyal and dedicated 
to the care of the foster children placed 
in their home.

As a Therapeutic Family they have 
cared for children with very challenging 

behaviors. They never complain when asked to add or do something 
different based on the needs of the program or the needs of the children 
placed in their home.

The Joneses added all the necessary equipment to keep the children 
in their home safe and are very diligent that the children feel loved and 
cared for. The Jones family goes the extra mile when working with 
families that are being reunified. They work well with birth parents and 
bio-family members of the children for the child’s smooth transition 
back into home. They also maintain a relationship with many of the 
girls after they have gone home to their families.

Fred and Gloria’s love for Christ shows through in the love, support 
and comfort that they provide to each and every child that comes into 
their home. 

Jim and Kandy Fort
Jim and Kandy care for sibling 

groups and the children placed with them 
have always been long term placements. 
They provide excellent care and have 
superb relationships with birth family 
and continue the relationships long after 
the children leave their home.

The children previously placed 
in their home still call them and Jim and Kandy watch them on the 
weekends from time to time. They take time out of their busy schedule 
to take kids previously in their home out for a meal. The Fort’s connect 
children to their birth families, church community and school. They 
do everything they can to ensure children are protected, nurtured, and 
make healthy connections. 

Ministries

Foster parents are a vital part of the ministry that MBCH Children 
and Family Ministries provides for hurting children. They are at 
the front lines, providing a home and stability for children at the 

most traumatic times in their lives. They work with biological families, 
caseworkers, and teachers. Often, a foster child’s first experience with 
church is with one of our foster families.

In recognition of the ministry they provide, MBCH CFM workers 
nominated families from each area of the state where we provide foster 
care services as the Foster Parents of the Year. From those winners was 
chosen a Missouri Foster Parent of the Year.

If you would like to learn more information about becoming a 
foster family, please call (800) 264-6224 for more information or visit 
our website at www.mbch.org.

Ricky and Kaydi Harp : Missouri 
Foster Family of the Year

Congratulations to Ricky and 
Kaydi Harp on their selection as 
2018 MBCH Children and Family 
Ministries Foster Family of the Year! 
The Harp family provides excellent 
care to children in need through 
their offering of love and passionate 
advocacy for the children in their 
home.

The Harps’ adopted 2 children 
and then welcomed a sibling group of 
4 in 2017. Additionally, when a fifth 

sibling was born, they welcomed the baby with open arms. Ricky and 
Kaydi immediately set out to find a vehicle to accommodate their large 
family and ended up purchasing a 12-passenger van so that the family 
could ride comfortably together on their various outings! In every way, 
they seek to do what is right by children and families and use their 
education, experience and talents as tools of advocacy and serving.

Kaydi is an avid photographer and enjoys taking pictures of 
the children. She is great at encouraging the kids to make crafts that 
involve the photos so that they can be provided as gifts for the children’s 
biological family members.

Birthdays and holiday seasons can be especially hard for foster 
children and their biological family members. Ricky and Kaydi are aware 
and sensitive to this and reach out to the biological family members 
in hopes of softening the difficult seasons and special occasions that 
often bring sadness.

Although some of their children have educational and behavioral 
challenges, the Harp’s press on by taking training, embracing what they 
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That Was a Good Day
This story was shared by one of our Pregnancy Services Specialists:

Joanie, a young mother of four has struggled financially her entire 
life. Growing up, she was in and out of foster care. The father of her 
children was recently incarcerated, leaving her even more financially 
strapped without his income.

I had recommended to Joanie that she apply for a particular job, so 
she was very excited when she called me to say she had been contacted 
for an interview. The job opportunity came with a substantial salary 
and benefits that could put her life on a very different path. She called 
after the interview and was discouraged because she was nervous and 
felt she had made a bad impression.

I reminded her that most people get nervous at job interviews. We 
discussed all of her great qualities and how God was with her no matter 
the outcome in order to give her a confidence boost.

When she called to say she had been offered the job, I may have been 
as excited as she was! I told her that this is a life changing opportunity, 
and she needs to grab it and run with it.

We have worked on making sure she has back up babysitters so 
she doesn’t have to call in, and emphasized the importance of being 
a reliable employee that shows up on time and as scheduled. We have 
created a financial plan of priorities for when she gets her first few checks, 
including savings for emergency situations. 

I have to admit, it touched me that she called me throughout. She 
knows I am so proud of her and most importantly she is proud of herself. 
She is an amazing woman!

Ministries
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Working at Missouri Baptist Children’s Home is more 
than a job, it is using God-given talents to be a role model 
to children who come from very hurtful situations. MBCH is 
looking for committed Christian staff members in all areas of 
the state. You can find current openings on our web site at  
www.mbch.org. If you would like to know more about how you 
can become part of the MBCH team, call the Human Resources 
Office at 1-800-264-6224. 

Seeking Christian 
Employment?

Counselling Center 
Open House

On January 11th, MBCH Children and Family Ministries held an 
open house for the new Counseling Center inside the Johnson 
Complex on 

the Lowe-Fri l lman 
Campus in Bridgeton. 
This facility has been 
transformed to house 
a counseling center 
that is avai lable to 
t he com mun it y in 
addition to clients of 
MBCH Children and 
Family Ministries. 

K at hy Wood s, 
the Director of the 
Counseling Center 
said the purpose is “to branch out to the community and aid hurting 
individuals, couples and families in experiencing growth in all areas 
of their lives. It is our hope that by the end of the therapeutic process 
the clients will have gained the insight they need to grow mentally, 
emotionally, physically and spiritually.”

Walking inside the 
complex there is a home-
like feel to allow clients 
to feel comfortable and 
safe as they visit with 
their children living on 
campus or come in for 
a therapy session. Each 
room is desig ned to 
allow the clients to be as 
comfortable as possible.

T he  t he r a p e u t i c 
interventions offered by 
the center integrate a 

variety of therapy models and provide a person-centered, individualistic 
approach to meeting the needs of their clients. They provide an 
atmosphere of unconditional acceptance and belonging as clients work 
on some very difficult life situations.

For more information about MBCH Children and Family 
C o u n s e l i n g 
Ser v ices or to 
make a referral, 
plea se cont ac t 
Kathy Woods at 
314-739-6811 or 
k a t h y.w o o d s @
mbch.org.



Support

The following children will be celebrating their birthdays in the 
next 4 months. Will you please pray for our children on their birthday?

MBCH Social Media
Don’t forget that MBCH is on Facebook™, Twitter™ , and 

LinkedIn™. 
 Please “like,” “follow,” “connect” and/or “view” these pages to 

learn the latest information about Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. 
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Amber ................................... February 2
Monica .................................. February 8
Rebecca ............................... February 10
Tasheena ............................. February 10
Deariontae .......................... February 11
Deariontae .......................... February 11
Jonathan ............................. February 12
Christian .............................. February 13
Destiny ................................ February 14
Crystal ................................. February 15
Markia ................................. February 17
Marnae ............................... February 19
Teena .................................. February 19
August ................................ February 20
Kevin ................................... February 20
Sierra .................................. February 21
Brandon .............................. February 26
David ................................... February 29
Tawanna ................................... March 1
Kenisha ..................................... March 1
Shaniya ..................................... March 2
Shaniya ..................................... March 2
Tareq ......................................... March 3
Misty ......................................... March 5
Nia ............................................ March 7
Nia ............................................ March 7
Brittany ..................................... March 7
Tristan ....................................... March 7
Andrea .................................... March 11
Vernisha .................................. March 11
Hor’nia .................................... March 14
Nicholas .................................. March 15
Kloey ....................................... March 16
Kellsey..................................... March 16
Breonna .................................. March 18
Felicia ...................................... March 19
John ........................................ March 21
Nikkyta .................................... March 22
Nikkyta .................................... March 22
Kaitlyn .................................... March 23
Cameron ................................. March 24
Kaitlynn .................................. March 26
Jonathan ................................. March 28
Adrian ..................................... March 31
Jahkaiya  ................................. March 31

Megan ..........................................April 1
Keisha ..........................................April 2
Michael ........................................April 4
Diashontese .................................April 5
Ashlynn ........................................April 9
Ceron ..........................................April 10
Cyann .........................................April 12
Tyler ...........................................April 13
Bruklin .......................................April 16
April ...........................................April 16
Bruklin .......................................April 16
Darrell ........................................April 22
Rebecca ......................................April 22
Theondre ....................................April 23
Emily ..........................................April 24
Sania ..........................................April 26
Sania ..........................................April 26
Jordan ........................................April 27
Johnathan ..................................April 29
Karter ........................................... May 2
Ashton ......................................... May 3
David ............................................ May 3
Jennifer ........................................ May 3
Alexys .......................................... May 5
Karen ........................................... May 6
Miriam ....................................... May 10
Juan  .......................................... May 10
Miriam ....................................... May 10
Brandon ..................................... May 11
Brandon ..................................... May 11
Lynzey ........................................ May 12
Emily .......................................... May 12
Marie ......................................... May 16
Mykal ......................................... May 17
Amy ........................................... May 18
Nichole ....................................... May 18
Cheyana ..................................... May 19
Kobe ........................................... May 19
Rachel ........................................ May 21
Alexis ......................................... May 23
Marchelle ................................... May 24
Bradley ....................................... May 24
Ellie ............................................ May 27
Da’Zhane .................................... May 28
Taraja ......................................... May 30

The birthday offering 
i s  one of  t he mos t 
enduring traditions at the 

Children’s Home. The giving of 
an offering at birthday time has 
been a regular part of Missouri 
Baptist life since 1890 when 
William S. Crouch of First Baptist 
Church, Carrollton donated a 
penny for each year of his life in 
celebration of his birthday.

Since that time, individuals and churches have used the celebration 
of birthdays to bless children. This offering provides a way to recognize 
people on their birthdays while sharing in mission work by helping 
children and youth at the Children’s 
Home.

Those giving at least $1 for 
every year of life on their birthday 
can receive a unique Birthday Mug 
by requesting it when they send in 
their Birthday Offering. The design 
and color of the mug is changed 
annually. This year’s mug is maroon 
with a white design.

A variety of other materials 
are available to help promote the 
Birthday Offering, including:

• Full-color birthday cards 

• Birthday pencils

• Pew envelopes

• A house-shaped Birthday 
Offering Bank.

I f your church needs any 
MBCH birthday supplies, please call 1-800-264-6224 or go to 
www.mbch.org/bd_orderform.php. You can see samples and order 
birthday offering supplies on-line.

Help Care for Children 
while Celebrating Your 
Birthday



Outreach Christmas Activities
The LIGHT House was beyond blessed 

during the holiday season! On Tuesday, 
December 18th, approximately 20 families 
enjoyed our Outreach Christmas celebration 
including dinner, crafts, cookie decorating, a 
“snowball fight”, and pictures with Santa. Each 
parent was able to pick out new toys and received 
gift cards to do some individual Christmas 
shopping for their children!

We are overflowing with gratitude for the 
generosity of our community, who helped make 
all this possible!

We want to specifically thank the following 
groups:
• Heartland Community Church, Hope United 

Church of Christ & St. Elizabeth’s Parish for 
gift card donations

• Classic Cup & Social Suppers-Prairie Village 
for food donations

• Midway Auto – Financial donation to cover 
the costs for the entire party and gifts for 
the clients

• Refreshing Waters Worship Center, Hallmark 
Cards, Lockton Insurance & the Butcher 
family for toys for the children & personal 
care/gift items for the mothers

Also, a big “thank you” goes out to all of the 
individuals who donated gifts and volunteered 
time to make this year’s celebration a big success! It was a truly a very Merry Christmas!

LIGHT 
House 
News

Finance 101
In October 2018, our staff recognized our 

moms were struggling with finances, as most of 
them were never taught this subject. We posted 
on our Facebook page requesting interest in 
teaching a financial class to our moms. Angie 
Shahan responded to this post, and has been 
volunteering her time teaching a six week class. 

Angie will continue to teach this class on 
a regular basis, and offer individual sessions 
to any moms needing additional budgeting 
help with debt, opening a bank account, and 
any other questions! In March, she will be 
offering assistance with tax preparation. We 
appreciate Angie, and we’re thankful to have 
made contact with her! 

Current Needs List 
for Baby Boutique: 
Baby Wipes 
Baby Wash & Lotion 
Diapers -Especially 4s & 5s
Bottles & Formula 
Onesies -All sizes, Long & Short sleeved 
Toiletries for Moms Specifically Lotion & Body 

Wash

The LIGHT House
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Outreach Program Expands
The LIGHT House has been supporting young mothers through the outreach program for 

nearly 15 years and has been under the direction of Julie Karanja (MA Counselor) for more than 
10 of those years. Building on this strong history of support, The LIGHT House recently launched 
a program aimed at serving parents who are court mandated to complete parenting education.  

The 7-week-long course is offered through the Brookside location on Thursday 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
or Thursday 5:30-7:30pm. The time slots allow for up to 4 different classes if needed. This also 
allows The LIGHT House to group parents with children of similar age and address their specific 
parental needs. The courses are offered at very minimal cost and scholarships are available.  

LIGHT House director Julie Ball and Adoption Manager David Broxterman previously 
worked together in Foster Care Case Management with MBCH Children and Family Ministries. 
Their experience of working with other court mandated parent education programs led to 
implementation of the current program. This course incorporates very specific elements that 
are intent on addressing areas that were historically difficult to overcome when providing case 
management services. A pre-test and post-test is administered, a home safety check is offered 
and participation reports are provided to the court.  

To enroll in parent education contact David Broxterman at 816-361-2233 Ext. 231 or email 
at davidb.lighthouse@mbch.org.



The LIGHT House
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Most people consider spare change to be insignificant or even 
inconvenient. A Baby Bottle Drive for The LIGHT House can convert 
that change into the saved life of a baby and knowledge of Jesus Christ 
for a young mother.

How the Baby Bottle Drive Works:
We provide you with baby bottles which you distribute to the 

families or groups in your church. They take them home and, over a 
predetermined amount of time, fill them with loose change, cash or 
even a check. They return the bottles to you and you then present The 
LIGHT House with a check for the amount raised. 

The LIGHT House Will Provide:
• Baby bottles! We have “regular-size” LIGHT House branded baby 

bottles. Just let us know how many you need. A good rule of thumb 
is one for each family.

• Baby bottle banks! These are 
larger LIGHT House branded 
banks (see photo). Just let us 
know how many you need. A 
good rule of thumb is one for 
each Sunday School Class/Small 
Group.

• Promotional materials. We 
will be happy to send or e-mail 
you information and documents 
you can use in your bulletin or to 
post at your church. You can also 
download the materials from our 
web-site. A great promotional 
video is  available through our on-line video gallery. 

Many churches love to use this as a missions project around 
Mothers’ Day. These churches often will introduce the drive and pass 
out the bottles 3-4 weeks prior to Mothers’ Day. Church members collect 
their change (and cash) and then return the bottles on Mothers’ Day 
in a special time during the worship service. Other churches have also 
used this as an Easter-related missions emphasis.

We rely on financial support from individuals and churches just 
like you. Your involvement is vital as The LIGHT House continues to 
provide pro-life services in the greater Kansas City metro area! 

If your church or group is interested in participating in this life 
saving fundraiser, contact us today! E-mail bob.springate@mbch.org 
or call Bob Springate at 816-898-0008.

Your Spare Change Can Save 
a Baby’s Life!

Baby Bottle Drive 
A Simple, Family Friendly and FUN 

Missions Project

Mother-to-Be Learns 
the Value of Life

Recently “sandra” contacted The LIGHT House on our crisis  line, 
in need of housing and help due to an unexpected pregnancy. She 
explained that she is a carrier of a genetic mutation that could cause 

her baby to have a rare genetic disease. Due to her family’s experience 
with this disease, she informed The LIGHT House staff that she would 
terminate the pregnancy, if testing revealed her baby was affected.

When Sandra came to The LIGHT House, staff were empathetic to 
her medical situation and showed her unconditional love even though 
she often talked about her plan to terminate her pregnancy if it was 
determined the baby had the genetic disease. Further testing was needed 
to assess how at risk Sandra’s baby was to the anomaly. 

The first test revealed that she was having a boy. Sandra had so 
hoped she was having a girl so that the genetic anomaly would not be 
as much of a concern. She really struggled to remain optimistic over 
the next few days leading up to the next test. The maternity home staff 
was there to listen and provide support, encouragement and prayer.

The second test was the one that would show if her son had the 
genetic anomaly. Before the test, an ultra-sound was performed and 
Sandra talked with a genetic counselor. The LIGHT House staff and 
Sandra’s mother were there and encouraged her with some information 
on successful enzyme replacement treatments that are now available. 
Sandra then proceeded to the testing.

When Sandra returned to the waiting room she informed The 
LIGHT House staff that the procedure had not been completed. When  
asked about what had happened and when she would be able to complete 
testing, Sandra began to cry and said, “It doesn’t matter. I can’t end my 
pregnancy, I love my son and can’t go through with [the termination of 
my pregnancy].” She then showed the staff her ultrasound picture and 
pointed out the baby’s face, hands and feet stating, “I love him, this is 
my son.” She returned to the maternity home where she will continue 
to receive love and support throughout the pregnancy.

Maternity Home Christmas
The moms and babies had a great Christmas this year at the 

maternity home! The moms had fun decorating their stockings! We 
had a party with Christmas music, pizza, and gifts! All of the moms 
were thankful for their gifts! It’s always neat to observe how the gifts 
impact our moms; one mom couldn’t believe some of the gifts were in 
her favorite colors! Our babies had fun opening their gifts, too!

We are so thankful to the Women’s 
Ministry at Impact Fellowship Church, the 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) group at 
Linden Baptist Church, and John Peak’s 
small group from Harrisonville Community 
Church! It is a blessing to see the community 
come together and share the love of Christ in 
making a joyous Christmas season!



“Jesus said, 
“I am the 

resurrection 
and the life. 
Anyone who 

believes in Me 
will live, even 
after dying. 

Everyone who 
lives in Me and 
believes in Me 
will never ever 

die.” 
John 11:25-26 

(NLT)

Dear Friends,
The Bible is very clear that God is pro-life. Scripture after scripture tells us that God knew us even before 

He formed us in the womb; that He knit us together; that He has a plan and a purpose for everyone. He even 
sent His Son to die for us that we might have eternal life through His resurrection.

That is why abortion is such an abomination in our society. As I write this letter we have just commemorated 
the 46th anniversary of one of the worst Supreme Court decisions ever handed down – Roe v. Wade. I found 
a website (www.numberofabortions.com) that has a series of counters that show the number of abortions 
that have taken place in the U.S. since that 1973 decision (as well as the number of abortions in the United 
States on this particular day). Since Roe v Wade was decided, more than 61 million abortions have taken 
place in this country!

The LIGHT House provides answers for young girls who are experiencing unplanned pregnancies. We 
let them know that abortion is NOT the answer. Since 1985 The LIGHT House has provided Christ-centered 
maternity care, adoption services and on-going ministry to young mothers and their babies. We have provided 
housing, medical care, prenatal care, educational assistance and counseling services for hundreds of girls in 
need. These services have resulted in hundreds of babies being saved who may have been aborted without us.

Obviously, this is a very expensive program. And that’s part of the reason I’m writing to you today. I know 
that you are as concerned about preventing abortions as we are.

Your financial gift will help us reach out to young ladies in crisis and to save the lives of the unborn. That 
is why I’m asking for your support to help provide a pathway to life for these women and their babies.

Not only does The LIGHT House provide a roof over the heads of girls facing crisis pregnancies, but 
the program incorporates the life skills these girls will need to survive and to become successful adults. But 
even more importantly, The LIGHT House often offers these girls their first chance to experience the love of 
Christ in a very real and personal way.

We know that without the care and support of The LIGHT House, many babies would have been 
aborted and the lives of these young ladies would be scarred. The sacrificial financial support by hundreds 
of faithful donors is making a tremendous difference in the lives of this vulnerable group.

Over the next few months more girls will come to us – desperate and hopeless. They will come full of 
fear and anger. Coming from worlds of darkness, they are longing for someone to provide hope and love and 
the support they need to get through this difficult time. These girls need to know that hope is only possible 
because of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

As followers of Jesus Christ we are called to sacrifice to care for those whom He died to save. The death, 
burial and resurrection of Jesus challenge us to love as He loves and give as He gave. Please help us make a 
difference in the lives of young mothers-to-be and their babies. Help us to slow down the abortion counter 
by providing services to even more young ladies who are experiencing unplanned pregnancies.

       Blessings,

       Russell L. Martin,
       President

P.S. You can make your gift on-line by going to www.lighthousekc.org, clicking on the “Donate Now” 
button and selecting “LIGHT House Easter” as the gift designation. You can also send your gift payable to 
The LIGHT House, P.O. Box  22553, Kansas City, MO 64113. Please indicate that your gift is for “Easter.”

Because of You, The LIGHT House Is 
Protecting the Life of the Unborn





The 2018 thanksgiving and Christmas season are squarely behind 
us now. It is my prayer that you had a wonderful and blessed time 
with your families reflecting on how good God is! The downside 

to that calendar turning over is of course, tax season is upon us. No 
doubt, if you are like me, you are already beginning to figure what your 
taxes might look like in April as well as any changes there are to your 
taxes with the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

The overwhelming majority of Missouri Baptists give to Kingdom 
causes out of generosity and love for the Lord. However, many taxpayers 
across our state will claim the new standard deduction as opposed 
to itemizing because the threshold for exceeding the new standard 
deduction is too high. Maybe this describes you and your family. Maybe 
you are a Missourian who loves the Lord and giving to Kingdom causes, 
and you are disappointed that you will no longer be able to claim federal 
and state tax deductions from your donation. I have some good news 
for you. There is a way to replicate at least some of the benefits of the 
itemized deduction.

Consider giving an appreciated asset like stock, or real estate for a 
tax credit in 2019. In this scenario, you will receive 50% of your gift as a 
Missouri state tax credit that lowers your 2020 Missouri state income 
tax bill by that 50% dollar amount. In addition to this Missouri tax 
credit benefit; you will avoid paying the federal and state capital gains 
on the donation.

As an example, let’s say John D. Baptist and his wife Ima make a 
tax credit to gift to MBCH-CFM or The LIGHT House using 
appreciated stock of $2000 with a tax basis of $500.

If they cashed out the stock 
there would be $1500 of taxable 
capital gain, or approximately 
$313.50 of capital gain tax owed 
(based on a 15% federal, and 5.9% 
Missouri state capital gain rate). 
By giving the appreciated stock, 
John  and Ima avoid the capital gain 
tax, and benefit from the 50% tax 
credit. That’s a total tax benefit of 
65.67% or $1313.50 on the $2000 
gift. That may not exactly replicate 
the old itemized deduction but it’s 
a pretty close second. 

I f you are interested in 
gifting an appreciated asset using 
a M issouri state income ta x 
credit please contact your local 
M BCH Foundation Regional 
Representative. Your Regional 
Representative will be more than happy to work with you, and your 
financial advisor to complete this gift!

As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in 
and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least 
of these.”

Support

Consider Donating Appreciated Assets to Support Children, 
Youth and Families in Missouri

James Morrow
Vice President, 

MBCH Foundation 
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Stewardship, Myths and Truths
By Keith Vawter, MBCH Foundation Regional Representative

Spending much of my life with “Church People” I often heard preachers and others say, “churches should 
never hoard money.” Every church practicing good stewardship never hoards money but they most assuredly 
invest well just as individual Christians should. I once heard a preacher say, “Stewardship ends at the grave.” 
This is most assuredly not the case in our society. There are so many wonderful estate plans that will be a 
blessing to others for years to come, some even perpetually. I want to discuss just two of those simple plans. 

First, to those of you who have children and a solid financial lifestyle consider what we call a Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust or CRUT. We sometimes call these a “give it twice” trust. Why? You give 50% of your estate 
up front to your heirs. The second 50% is designated for your local church or any other charities of your choice. 
Thus you receive a Tax Deduction for that amount up front. This trust pays out 5% annually to your heirs for a 
period of 20 years. After the 20 years is past the remainder of the trust goes as a gift to those charities in your 
name. You have given your estate twice, first to your children and then to your favorite charities. Some plans 
can be established to give you an income, then the 20 years for your heirs and then to your favorite charity. 

Then it can be called a “give it thrice” trust.
Next, you may have property you wish to sell but are going to realize a large capital gains tax. The MBCH Foundation 

can help you set up a charitable plan that can save you almost, if not, all of that tax and offer you an income for your life 
almost tax free as well. Also if you have moneys in CDs or other low interest yielding investments you might consider 
calling us about a Charitable Gift Annuity that can afford you a Tax Deduction now as well as Tax Reduced income for 
the rest of your life.

God has given us the blessing of being stewards over not just our lives now but into eternity. Invite one of our 
Regional Representatives to your church to share about the Biblical, spiritual, and practical foundations for Christian 
Stewardship.

Keith Vawter 
Regional 

Representative
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Annual Volleyball Marathon 
Raises Money to Care for 
Kids

Canaan baptist church 
in St. Louis held its 
25th Annual Volleyball 

Marathon in November. This 
marathon was begun with the 
intention of raising money for 
a different charity each year. 
In 1998 Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home and Make-
A-Wish were established as 
the permanent charities for 
the marathon.

Since the marathon’s 
inception, nearly $300,000 
has been raised for M AW 
and MBCH. Over the  years 
the funds for the Children’s 
Home have gone to help 
buy Christmas presents for 
the kids at MBCH, pay for 
licensing fees for foster families, assist teen mothers and help rescue 
girls from human trafficking.

For the past twenty-five years, the marathon has been coordinated 
by Bill Knittig and his wife Dana. MBCH has truly been blessed by 
their work, the faithfulness of Canaan Baptist Church and the energy/
stamina of the volleyball players!

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri: Bob Springate, 816-898-0008

East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 314-327-4121

Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906

South Central Missouri: Keith Vawter, 417-693-1210

Southeast Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 573-241-1113

(Development Coordinator)
Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Administrative Assistants)
Joann Britt (Special Events/Database Management), 816-898-1094

Cindy Roberts (Special Events/Tax Credits), 800-264-6224

Kenny Vawter, MBCH Foundation  
Regional  Representative (Left) 

presented a plaque of appreciation to 
Bill Knittig for his work in coordinating 

the Canaan Baptist Church Volleyball 
Marathon for 25 years.

Call your MBCH Foundation Regional Representative to schedule a 
Christian Stewardship Seminar in your church. Seminars are available 

dealing with the “Basics of Biblical Stewardship,” “Basics of Biblical 
Budgeting,” and “Basics of Biblical Estate Planning.”



Memorials and Honorariums
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Memorials
Akin, Samuel by Mr. and Mrs. Curt Mitchell (Clarksville)
Allen, John and Mille by Curryville Baptist Church 

(Curryville)
Anders, Kenneth by his wife, Joyce Anders (Rushville)
Anderson, Steve by Donna Anderson (Coldwater)
Argie, Lorene by Billy and Gretchen Meyer (Aurora); 

C.W. and Carolyn Southers (Clinton); Jean and F.C. 
Wright (Edwards); Johnson Tax Service, LLC (Lincoln); 
Patsy Garner (Marionville); Edith Scarbrough, Barbara 
Hutton, Charles and Janie Bownds, Edward and Elaine 
Simons, Jay and Christina Riley, Larry and  Linda Nelson, 
Marcine Wooldridge, Sandra Nelson (Warsaw); James 
and Jill Haley (Wood River)

Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles and Mary Ann 
Brown (Louisiana)

Beasley, Amon Zackious by The Rylene Gomes Baptist 
Women Missions of FBC Cameron (Cameron)

Bell, Patricia by Bill Bell (Frontenac)
Biggs, Thad and Betty by their daughter, Cynda Bearden 

(Senath)
Bitting, Betty by her husband, Samuel Bitting (Glendale)
Black, George W. by Clara Mae Black (Edgar Springs)
Boman, Nadine by Frank and Sandy Woodside 

(Independence)
Bonebrake, Susan by WMU of FBC Crocker (Crocker)
Bowen, Buck by Mr. and Mrs. William Ronan (St. Charles)
Bragg, Christina Wehr by Mr. and Mrs. Glenn O. Scheer 

(Durango)
Brown, Kenneth by Charles and Mary Ann Brown 

(Louisiana)
Bunn, Edith L. by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Stanley 

(Washington)
Burnett, Stephanie by William and Norma Waldrop 

(Holland)
Carriger, Howard by Bryan and Melissa Wollard 

(Fair Play)
Chamber, Mary by Nancy Chamberlain (Lee’s Summit)
Charles, Gayle by her parents, Vernon and Clareca Maxted 

(Marshall)
Davenport, Thomas Monroe by Brian and Emily Peck, 

Case Co of Marshfield, David and Janie Replogle, David 
and Linda McCroskey, Donald and Barbara Calton, 
Ronald and Connie Galbraith (Marshfield); Jim and Joan 
Cologna (Springfield)

Davis, Ashley by her grandparents, Vernon and Clareca 
Maxted (Marshall)

Degonia, Joyce by Wyman Degonia (St. Louis)
DeSpain, Jim by Rick and Virginia Christman (Stella)
Dunn, Kay by Kevin and Beth Motley, Mr. and Mrs. Averil 

Beshears Jr., Robert D. Dun (Vandalia)
Ervin, Charlotte by Dub Stovall (Jackson)
Forbis, Charlene and Bill by Mr. and Mrs. Bob Verdi 

(Prosper)
Foster, Jim by Charles G. Foster (Jefferson City)
Franklin, Marcella by Eva C. Hammons (Springfield)

Friend, David Henry by Jodi Elder (Potosi)
Fritz, Kathy by Dennis and Pat Uzzell (Hartville)
Giberson, Ralph “Skip” by Michael and Carole Reed (Lee’s 

Summit); James and Betty Tharp, Lawn Salon, Royce 
and Jo Henson, Leann Gray and Tresa Cawood, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ron Dent (Springfield)

Gibs, Jo Ann by Mr. and Mrs. Dick Hendrickson (St. Charles)
Gossick, Carol Joy by Joy Dominique (Meadville)
Grandson by C.D. and Rae McKinney (Jefferson City)
Griffin, Wilma by Laura Owens (Graham)
Gross, Bessie by Randy and Patricia Adolph (Webster 

Groves)
Haley, Elmer by Thomas and Paula Johnson (Vernia)
Hamilton, LaMoine by Clara Mae Black (Edgar Springs)
Hayes, Darlene by Donna Yutz (Callao)
Hendricks, Dean and Joyce by their daughter, Holly 

Dugan (Battlefield)
Henson, Gene by Anna Lea Gold, Jack and Luanne King, 

Ronnie and Beverly Garoutte (Aurora); Harold and 
Shirley Miller (Ava); Kevin and Lori Hopkins (Bolivar); 
Janice Lewis (Cameron); Perry Henson (Castle Rock); 
Melba Hedrick (Elkton); Ronnie and Nanette Bishop 
(Hurley); Cleo and Rayma Crawford (Joplin); Larry and 
Pat Carver (Piece City); Gary and Barbara Hamilton, 
Marjorie Vlick, Wayne and Diana Hutchins (Springfield); 
Don and Mary Boll (Verona)

Herring, Deward and Pauline by Judy Herring (Silex)
Hill, Joan by Charles D. Hill (Oran)
Hoover, Don by Garold and Daffany Hood (Hallsville); John 

and Rita Reilly (Lewisburg); D&N Enterprises, David and 
Virginia Robertson, Massie & Johnston General Services 
Inc. (St. Louis); Donna Hoover, Kevin and Beth Motley, 
Ron and Pam Rourke (Vandalia)

Howard, Margie by Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Waters (Colstrip); 
Doris L. Howard (Huntsville)

Jeffries, Gerald by Plesant Hill Baptist Church 
(Jefferson City)

Jones, Clyde by Charles L. Jones (Caruthersville)
Jones, Georgia by Evelyn Evans (Blue Springs)
Kean, Helen by Bob and Shirley Norris (Lee’s Summit)
King, Mr. Tommy by Second Baptist Church (Poplar Bluff)
Landers, Len and Adele by Cheryl A. Landers (Columbia)
Lange, Barbara by Bill Lange (Fenton)
Larrick, Audrey and Eldo by Melba Hagman (Kensington)
Lawson, Freddy G. by Helen Lawson (Braymer)
Leallen, Brenda K. by her sister, Cynda Bearden (Senath)
Lenhart, Elaine by George and Alice Crosby, Micheal and 

Connie Robertson, Neil W. Albauer (Peculiar)
Lower, Helen Francis by Betty Spitler, Larry Joe 

Coppedge (Bolivar); Linda Casebolt (Brookfield); 
Barbara Durbin, Lynn and Cindy Williams, Reggie 
and Janet Noot (Dunnegan); Otis and Patsy Morgan 
(Fair Play); Danny and Teresa Bell (Lebanon); Marvin 
and Dianna Prosser (Strafford)

Manion, F.B. and Ruby by Shirley S. Smith (Salisbury)
McCain, Virginia Lee by Mr. and Mrs. David Vezzetti 

(Arnold)

McCann, Lola by First Baptist Church (Farmington)
McCollum, Bevy by Freddie and Donna Wilson (Bowling 

Green); John and Lori Robinson (Center); Robert 
McCollum Family (Centralia); Alan and Sandi Wood 
(Evansville); Helen Ruth Renner (Kansas City); Ruth and  
Paul Jacobson (Lennox); David and Virginia Roberstson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ned M. Azdell (Mexico); Beryl and Richard 
Olson, Charles E. McCollum, David and Barb Archer, 
Gerry Zimmer, Kent and Shelly Nelson, Lucille and 
Quentin Sorenson, Mary Hammer, Richard Rose (Sioux 
Falls); Carol Johnson, Kevin and Beth Motley, Mr. Averil 
Beshears, The R&L Jones Family, Waters Funeral Home 
(Vandalia); Jack and Arlene McKain (What Cheer, IA)

Mead, Betty by Asbury Baptist Church, Don and Debra 
Polen II, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lyons (Asbury); Terry 
and Keith Snyder (Carl Junction); Rod and Jan Faulds 
(Cimarron); Angela Jennings, George Mead, Jamie 
and Deana Vangel, Karen Oakes, many family and 
friends, Richard and Carol (Joplin); Gary and Donna Hall 
(Las Vegas); Patrick and Amy Godoknight (Oronogo); 
Matthew and Peggy Gammill (Raytown); Terri and 
Tommy Schneider (Seneca); Anna Sneed (Webb City); 
James Clark (Witchita)

Mertens, Tom by Mr. and Mrs. William Ronan (St. Charles)
Noland, Bob by Joyce Arnold (Oklahoma City)
Palazola, Maxine Betty by Joseph Palazola (Kansas City)
Palmer, Rosemary by Faithful Workers Sunday School 

Class of Calvary Baptist Church (O’Fallon)
Parker, Anita by Jim Parker (Kansas City)
Pendleton, Marion by Dennis and Ellen Hankins 

(Sweet Home)
Peoples, Dan by Joan Nolting (Kansas City)
Porter, Mary Margaret by Mr. and Mrs. Rob Williams 

(Wildwood)
Powers, David and Rodney by Lewis and Marjorie 

Powers (St. Louis)
Purvis, Paul and Elizabeth by Jim Purvis (Pleasant Hill)
Reeves, Ruth Ellen by Heartland Baptist Fellowship, Sue 

Pulliam (Harrisonville); Amy Swain (McAlester)
Reid, Bobbie Lou by Eva Hammons (Springfield)
Reidenbach, Helen M. by Evelyn Bledose (Nelson); Gerald 

and Beverly Kitchen (Slater)
Shafer, Kimberly by Bill Bell (Frontenac)
Sherrid, Shirlene by Melba Hagman (Keningston)
Shy, J.B. by Ruth Shy (Bowling Green)
Smith, Charles and Effie Lou by Shirley S. Smith 

(Salisbury)
Smith, Gary by Larry and Susie Sees (LaPlata)
Smoker, Micheal by Lynne B. Woods (Louisiana)
Stanton, Hazel Marie by Larian Johnson (Lake St. Louis)
Sullivan, Leona by Mr. and Mrs. David Williams 

(Jefferson City)
Switzer, Gerald by Peggy Switzer (Chilicothe)
Thurlo, Geneveve by Mr. and Mrs. Rick Thurlo (Browning)
Tindel, John C. and Shirley by Jeanne Tindel (Key West)
Tyler, Andre by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Tyler 

(Sikeston)



Getting Excess Mail?
If you are receiving duplicate mailings, mailings 

for people who no longer live at your address or 
mailings for deceased individuals, please contact us 
so we can correct these issues and note the changes 
in our database. To report information which needs 
to be updated/corrected, please cut-out and return 
this form or call 800-264-6224. 

You can also make changes on-line by going to 
www.mbch.org and clicking on “Mailing Preferences” 
at the top of the page. 

Address Change Form
Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:

o Subscribe me/us to the E-Messenger to save money on printing & postage. 
 Send to this e-mail address: _______________________________________________

o Change the address to: __________________________________________________ 
 City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip________ 

o Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:

o Individual is deceased: please provide name _______________________________

o Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the 
 duplicate _______________)

o No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state

o Other: ___________________________________________________________

Support
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Ward, Mr. and Mrs. Wallace by Larian Johnson 
(Lake St. Louis)

Webb, Edgar Ken by Roseland Elementary School 
(DeSoto, KS); Pat A. Armstrong (Gladstone); Waunita 
Moore (Independence); Beverly Duer, The Buck Family 
(Kansas City); Julie Gaylord (Nacogdoches); Bryan Paris 
(Leawood)

Wehmer, Rebecca Jane by Marguerite Wehmer 
(Willow Springs)

Will, Carol by First Baptist Church (Farmington)
Williams, Ruth by Glenn and Vicki Kohler (Carrolton)
Winfrey, Pastor David by Emily Stitt (Gower); Nadine 

Steffen (Kansas City); Paul and Linda Scherer (Liberty); 
Matthew Smith (Nashville); Ryan and Nicole Cook and 
Family, Shirley Cook, Troy and Andrea Cook and Family 
(Rock Port); Janice Smith (Sherwood); Roger and Ann 
Martin (Skidmore)

Winkler, Enid by Catherine Chua (Elkins); Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Harrel, Mr. and Mrs. John Steinman (Ottawa)

Woodward, Jerry by his wife, Debbie Woodward 
(Clarksville)

Honorariums
Borgman, Don by Cassie Polley (Kansas City)
Davidson, Jennifer by Dr. and Mrs. Mayburn Davidson 

(Walnut Shade)
Draffen, Joyce by Duane and Cynthia Broderson 

(Otterville)

Online Donations
If you would like to make a donation to care 

for hurting children with your credit or debit 
card, simply visit www.mbch.org and click the 
“Donate” button on any page to go to the on-line 
donation page.

If you have questions or problems with 
on-line contributions to MBCH, please call 
1-800-264-6224 and ask for John Jost. John can 
help you with your web based giving.

Engelken, Elizabeth by Frank and Linda Engelken 
(Centralia)

Jett, Daniel by Philip and Juanita Jett (Alton)
Lamb, Myra for Christmas by her Sunday School Class 

at Fellowship of Wildwood (Ballwin)
Laramore, Mr. and Mrs. Donald for Christmas by Renee 

O’Hanlon (Potosi)
Novelly, Lisa by Mary Gunther (St. Louis)
Pastor’s wife on her birthday by New Prospect Baptist 

Church(Salter)
Pickens, Lora on her graduation by Preferred 

Employment Services (Springfield)
Ronan, Mary Ann on her birthday by Bill Ronan 

(St. Charles)
Rosenbaum, Jordan by Mr. and Mrs. Steven G. Mitchem 

(Springfield)
Saulsbury, Kyler and Erik by their Grandma, Phylis 

Saulsbury (Kansas City)
Schildknecht, Pastor Doug for Pastor Appreciation 

Month By Joyce K. Rose (Buckner)

Sears, Lauren Schaper by Dr. and Mrs. Daniel D. Schaper 
(Olathe)

Shellenbarger, Wanda by Second Baptist Church 
(Springfield)

Sides, Sarah by Janice Reises, Jeff Sides (Bradenton); 
Melissa Morgan (Brandenton)

Smitker, Daniel by Juanita Maggard (Holden)
Spradling, Rev. Bob on 50 years in ministry by 

Margaret Merryman (Lee’s Summit)
Supregion, Bea by Anna Mae Wollford (Bland)
Taylor, Wayne and Donna Kay by Ryan Taylor 

(Falmouth); Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Taylor (New River)
The Milberg Family by Harry and Vera Milberg (St. Louis)
Walker, Nelda by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Stuesse (House 

Springs)
Weaver, James by Nancy Grace Kirkpatrick (Cassville)
Weihe, Darren L. by Mr. and Mrs. Leland Weihe (St. Louis)
Welker, Richard on Christmas by Susan Wildgen(Fenton)
Whitehurst, David and Patty by Paula Denney (Dallas)

The Springfield 4Miles4Kids race/run/walk 
had participants of all ages. Some runners 

even ran with their dogs! 
Thanks to everyone who participated in, 
volunteered for or sponsored this event.
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Tournament Schedule
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Lunch/Registration
12:30 pm Shotgun Start
5:30 pm Awards Recognition

Format
4-Person Scramble

Prizes Awarded
1st Place Foursome

2nd Place Foursome


