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“Publish His glorious deeds among 
the nations. Tell everyone about the 

amazing things He does.” 
Psalm 96:3 (NLT)

“MBCH is committed to serving God by responding to the needs of 
children, youth and families to make a lasting difference in their lives.”
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Sanctity of Life

The MBCH Board of Trustees 
elected new officers for 2019 

at their October meeting. 
Pictured L-R are: Elmer “Mac” 

McCully, Member At-Large; 
Brent Campbell, Chairman; 

Ron Robinson, Vice-Chairman. 
Not pictured are: 

Ava Baker, Recording Secretary; 
Patsy Austin, Member At-Large
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In the previous Messenger, I mentioned that our 
summer camp for our children and youth in our 
therapeutic group homes and treatment foster 

care homes, as well as our retreat in Branson for 
our pregnancy services clients, were in process. I 
am pleased to report that both events were very 
successful. I want to thank you again for your prayers 
and your financial support of these two important 
events.

The retreat for the girls at Branson was well 
received and everyone was blessed by attending 
“Samson” at the Sight and Sound Theatre. We had 
at least two girls make professions of faith.

We had a great summer camp as well. I was able 
to spend a little time at the camp and was impressed 
by the dedication of the staff and volunteers in making it happen and 
for the ways in which the campers interacted with both the adults and 
with each other. 

David Burch served as camp pastor and his messages spoke to the 
hearts and souls of those attending the camp. Brad Bennett and some of 
his team of “Real Encounter” performed a variety of motorcycle “stunts” 
on Thursday night and then presented a powerful Gospel message. It  
was a great capstone to the week. There were 13 professions of faith 
and a lot of seeds planted.

There are many stories in and around the retreat and the camp, but 
one story stands out that was told by one of our staff members who, on 
the last day of camp, asked a young man what he thought about camp. 
His answer was so moving and a testament to one of the values of the 
camp. His told her, “I had so much fun, I almost forgot I was in residential 
placement.”

Our children, unfortunately, have not had “normal” lives. To be 
able to give them a few days where they can experience “normalcy” and 
do what others do is remarkable unto itself. Thank you for making the 
camp and the retreat opportunities possible for our children and youth. 

To those volunteers who spent a week at camp – thank you. To 
those who prayed for our camp and campers – thank you. To those 
who gave and provided scholarships – thank you. 

Of course, the words “thank you” are inadequate to fully express 
our appreciation and we trust the Lord will bless each of you abundantly 
because of how you served Him by serving His children.

Ron robinson, Board member and pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Van Buren, and Ashley Keefover, treatment foster care specialist 
in our Springfield office, spent a week in Moldova leading 

workshops at a conference for foster parents. They, like Kris Lowry and 
Cheryl Anthonis who went to Ukraine in July, came back with a great 
appreciation for the work and the commitment of the foster parents.

I want to share one story about Ron and Ashley. They returned 
very late on a Monday night and checked into the hotel. They had left 
their cars on the campus, so I drove over to get them Tuesday morning 
so they could get their cars and return to their homes. When I walked 
into the breakfast area and saw them, I was immediately reminded of 
the Old Testament account in Exodus 34 describing how Moses’ face 
was radiant because he had spoken with the Lord.

Ron and Ashley, although being very tired  
from a busy and full week and spending many hours 
on airplanes and in airports returning home, were 
both radiant. Their faces were simply glowing! The 
same could also be said of Kris and Cheryl when 
they returned. We rejoice that we are able to 
participate in helping equip foster homes in those 
two countries.

We are finalizing plans for our last activity 
in Eastern Europe for 2018. This time we will be 
providing training to foster parents, pastors and 
deacons at a Congress being held in Kiev, Ukraine, 
the second weekend of November. Our team will 
consist of Ron Robinson and Brian and Dana Lopez, 
treatment foster care parents in Springfield. 

David burch officially began his duties as church engagement 
strategist on September 1. We have assigned George Fulgham 
(Spiritual Life Director) and Wanda Shellenbarger (Women’s 

Ministry Specialist) to work under his direction as part of the broader 
church engagement initiative.

We are excited about the potential church engagement has to really 
impact the lives of children and families through the ministries of our 
local churches. MBCH cannot be everywhere, but almost everywhere 
in Missouri has a Southern Baptist church that can provide some much 
needed services to strengthen and enrich families. Hopefully we can 
have an impact in lowering the number of children entering state 
custody, as well as helping connect families to churches.

Please pray for David and his team as they plan how to best 
accomplish the mission and tasks before them. Your suggestions and 
thoughts are solicited and would be greatly appreciated.

I aM very pleased to report to you that we have facilitated a total of 
131 children reaching permanency through the end of the third 
quarter. Of that number, 56 were reunified with their parents or legal 

guardians, 19 through guardianships and 56 through adoptions. We 
are grateful that these children have been able to return to their homes 
or have been able to become part of a forever home.

As always, I thank you for your faithfulness in your prayers and 
financial support and encourage you to continue to be an advocate for 
children and families in your home communities.

By the tiMe you read this we will be getting ready for the end of 
the year and the celebration of Christmas. In this issue of The 
Messenger, you will find ways in which you might be involved 

to help us celebrate the birth of Christ with our clients. Thank you for 
helping us share the real meaning of Christmas with them.

It takes all of us joining hands together under the leadership 
and Lordship of our Savior to make a lasting difference in the lives of 
children, youth, and families. And together, we are impacting the lives 
of many for Him.

May He receive all the honor and glory.

Russell L. Martin, President



News

Women’s Ministry in Missouri
2018 Theme: LIVING BEYOND MYSELF!

Scripture: Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law.”

Women’s Ministry State Leaders
I’d like to introduce you to our Women’s 

Ministry State Leaders. They are an amazing 
group of women that I have been privileged 
to serve the Lord alongside as we minister to 
women and girls throughout our State. I met 
some of these ladies when I served as a regional 
leader for the Missouri Baptist Convention and 
met others while serving as Women’s Ministry 
Consultant for the Convention. All of them 
stayed on-board to serve in the same capacity 
as we made the move a couple of years ago 

to serving women in our State through Missouri Baptist Children’s 
Home. They are:

• Pam Melton | Webb City | 417.529.3306
• Marilyn Rimmer | Marshall | 660.886.5667
• Tammy Haney | Seymour | 417.840.4349
• Carol Tatman | New London | 573.795.4541 
• Irene Hurt | Cedar Hill | 573.795.2433
• Zeta Davidson | Kansas City | 660.886.5667
• Martha Beaver | Monroe City | 573.735.2317
I recently asked these ladies what they loved the most about being 

on the State Women’s Ministry team. I’d like to share responses from 
three of my team here and more in the next issue of The Messenger.

Pam Melton said she loves serving alongside amazing women and 
watching and hearing what God is doing in their lives and ministries. 
She loves watching Him work in the lives of women and girls of all ages 
around the State.

Tammy Haney said that she, too, loves working with the other team 
members. “It seems our talents support and complete each other so that 
we can accomplish more together. It is exciting to provide quality events for 
the women and girls of our State. We all need to know that we don’t have to 
struggle through life alone and the events we offer give support and spiritual 
guidance to have a healthy walk with God and others”.

Zeta Davidson said she “loves getting to know and care for women 
across the State. I am grateful for the leadership development opportunities I 
have had, leading workshops alongside Wanda and the other State Women’s 
Ministry team.”

I also asked what their favorite event is and they unanimously 
responded that it is the TGE (Trust God in Everything) event we offer 
to women and girl’s each year. Pam Melton said she loves all the events 
we do but camp and the Pregnancy Services Retreat are also favorites. 
“I love seeing God change hearts of young people who have been through 
some pretty tough stuff! I love to see young mothers want something more 
for their kids and to have a hunger to know how and what that would look 
like and to see them work hard to make it happen.”

Tammy Haney said, “I love the TGE event because it is so fun to see 
moms and daughters and grandmothers and granddaughters spending time 
together away from the daily life pressures and stresses. Zeta Davidson 
said,“TGE is my favorite because of its year-after-year staying qualities.”

Pregnancy Services Retreat
We were so blessed to work with the girls in our Pregnancy 

Services ministries during a four-day retreat in August. We taught 
parenting classes, took them to see Sight and Sounds’ production of 
Samson, provided Faith vs Fear sessions, worked on crafts and viewed 
the production brought by Purcell Baptist Church of Faith Over Fear.

We would like to thank Sight and Sound for providing the tickets, 
Purcell Baptist Church youth for providing care for the babies so the 
mothers could attend classes and for the Faith Over Fear Presentation. 
We are grateful to Skyline Baptist Church for providing a meal and 
housing for the Purcell Youth. The State Leaders who served alongside 
me were Pam Melton, Marilyn Rimmer (and husband Dave) and Irene 
Hurt (and husband Mark). 

I also want to thank our amazing staff from MBCH who 
accompanied the girls and led some of the sessions. MBCH is so blessed 
to have such amazing staff who care so much for our clients. They have 
huge compassionate hearts and love sharing Jesus with all of them on 
a continuous basis. Thank you all for your hard work and for showing 
how much you care for others by serving them in so many ways. We 
were so excited that two of the girls indicated they had asked the Lord 
into their heart during the retreat!

TGE (Trust God in Everything) Event!
The theme for the 2019 TGE Event will be “Tangled!” We’ll be 

looking at untangling many of the social issues in our culture today! 
The scripture text will be Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit 
to HIM, and HE will make your paths straight.”

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! The event will be at the Oasis Hotel 
and Convention Center in Springfield, MO on February 23-24, 2019. 
Register early as all indications point to a sold-out event!
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Eastern Europe Partnerships

MBCH Works in Foster/Adoptive Summer Camps in Ukraine

As reported in the August issue of The Messenger, MBCH 
staff members Cheryl Antonis and Kris Lowry, MBCH 
Board member Chris Ferkel and 2 staff members from Sports 

Crusaders assisted in Summer Camps for foster/adoptive families 
organized by New Hope Ukraine.

The first New Hope camp was staffed by 16 Ukrainian volunteers 
and the team from Missouri. There were 70 children and 40 parents 
present, mostly from the L’viv area of western Ukraine.

The second New Hope camp was staffed by 16 Ukrainian 
volunteers, David and Colleen Little (counselors), and Chris Ferkel 
who stayed for the second week. There were 91 children and 36 parents, 
mostly from the eastern Ukraine area under great strife from the 
Russian military invasion. Some of these families are refugees from 
that war-torn area seeking to relocate in western Ukraine.

Chris Ferkel and the Sports Crusaders staff worked with the 
children – teaching soccer skills and leading in other sports. Cheryl 
Antonis and Kris Lowry ministered to the parents –teaching parenting 
skills, discussing the effects of trauma on development and behavior, 
leading Bible studies and giving insight on the unique roles of foster/
adoptive parents.

Cheryl, Chris and Kris all returned with stories of the sacrificial 
spirits of the families.

One Man Kris met was a teacher by occupation and a leader in his 
church. He was responsible for using a curriculum based on 
Christian-values which was being used in the school system. It 

doesn’t matter if a teacher is a believer, the curriculum was still used! If 
the teacher was a Christ-follower, it was a discipleship tool and pointed 
them and the kids to Christ; if the teacher was not a Christ-follower, it 
still pointed to Jesus and had solid values to which others should aspire.

One family fosters ten 
kids and they are only 26 
and 24! They are the first 
family in Ukraine to live in 
housing which is provided 
by the government for 
families who foster ten 

kids or more. If they 
foster less than ten 
then they must move 
out. The father grew 
up with his biological 
family and his wife 
was an adopted child. 
In addition to the ten 
children they foster, 
they also have their 
own birth children!

This campground was built and is owned by Nick Krykota and 
operated by their family and friends. Nick and his wife Lena have 5 adult 
daughters, 1 adult son, and 3 adopted children. Their children work the 
camp from Spring until Fall without monetary compensation and live at 

home (except one who lives 
down the road). Many of the 
Krykota children’s friends 
also work the camp without 
compensation. Many of 
Nick’s children and their 
f r iends have graduated 
from theological seminary 
in L’viv or Kiev.

Kr i s  c o n c l u d e d 
a  j o u r n a l  e n t r y 
about his Ukraine 

e x per ience w it h t hese 
words: “God did His work. 
I made myself a resource, an 
offering to be poured out, and 
God poured His Spirit out on 

the families and out on me. Though barriers existed of culture and language, 
there is no barrier for the Spirit of God. There is one spirit and one family 
and one hope to which we are called. Deep connections were made without 
language. Kindness was shown without language. I was reminded that if 
more than 90% of communication is nonverbal, then I can communicate 
a lot and I did – with smiles, taps, high fives, winks, pointing and more.”

Kris Lowry (with the assistance of his translator, Marina) 
teaches foster/adoptive parents.

Meal time in the Camp Dining Hall.

Cheryl Antonis (left) and Kris Lowry 
(right) with new Ukrainian friends – 

Serge, Kate and their 2 kids.



Eastern Europe Partnerships

The Messenger – 7November 2018

MBCH Participates in Moldovan Foster 
Family Conference

Ron robinson, Mbch Board Member, and Ashley Keefover, 
MBCH Treatment Foster Care Specialist, spent several days in 
August leading in a conference for foster parents and children 

in Moldova. This conference was organized by the Baptist Union of 
Moldova. Twenty-five foster families participated in the conference – 
some travelling nearly a full day to get there. These families included 
more than 200 foster/adoptive children!

Ron told the MBCH Board 
in October that Ashley did the 
“professional teaching” and he 
did the “non-professional.” As a 
TFC Specialist at the Springfield 
office of MBCH Children and 
Family Ministries, Ashley works 
with Missouri foster families and 
is an experienced trainer.

Ron and his wife, Terri, are foster/adoptive parents who 
work primarily with special needs children. In addition to 
his ability to share from his personal/practical experience 
with foster/adoptive children, Ron also used his Pastoral 
experience to lead in Bible studies and preach while in 
Moldova.

As was the case with the team who went to Ukraine, 
Ron and Ashley were amazed by the sense of ministry and 
sacrifice displayed by the Moldovan families. Because of the 
very, very low level of government compensation to foster 

families (the compensation is also the same regardless of whether the family has one foster child 
or ten), these families maintain large gardens, raise their own livestock (including dairy cows, 
goats, pigs, chickens) and work additional jobs. 

In November, Ron will be a part of a similar 
conference in Ukraine hosted by the Ukrainian 
Baptist Union. Brian and Dana Lopez, long-time 
treatment foster parents in Springfield will also 
participate in the Ukraine conference to offer their 
experience and expertise.

The partnership between MBCH and Eastern 
European Christians continues to grow as we learn 
from each other. 

Prayer Needed 
for Ukrainian 

Christians
Please pray for Ukrainian 

E v a n g e l i c a l  c h u r c h e s  a n d 
Christians in the Crimean area under 
Russian occupation. Authorities of 
the self-declared “Luhansk People’s 
Republic” (LPR) have regularly 
halted worship services by a 
range of religious communities, 
seized religious literature and fined 
religious leaders.

The ban on religious activities 
of Evangelical churches in the 
occupied territories not only 
affects worship at “prayer houses” 
but also includes gatherings of 
believers in homes, for which there 
are threats of fines and arrests.

On July 26, the LPR State 
Security Ministry announced that 
it had banned the “destructive 
activity of the extremist religious 
organization, the All-Ukrainian 
Union of Evangelical Christian 
Baptist Churches.” (This is the 
Ukrainian equivalent of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.)

In a recent email to MBCH 
President Russell Martin, Pastor 
Igor Bandura, first deputy head 
of the Ukraine Baptist Union (and 
good friend of MBCH) reported on 
the extent of the persecution. 

“Up to 100 Baptist churches are 
forced to survive under conditions 
of occupation and oppression. 
Currently there are 40 Baptist 
churches in the occupied territories 
of the Lugansk region and 43 
in Donetsk, with a total of 4,763 
members.”

Pastor Bandura asked MBCH 
to share this with our friends and 
asked for prayer.

Ashley Keefover (right) conducts 
training session for foster/

adoptive parents.

Ron Robinson speaks in 
Moldovan church.

Worship Service at Moldovian 
Foster Family Conference.



christMas Means our Kids don’t have to be afraid

“The angel said 
to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid. I 
bring you good 
news that will 
cause great 
joy for all the 
people. Today 
in the town of 
David a Savior 
has been born 
to you; he is the 
Messiah, the 
Lord.”

Luke 2:10-11

Dear Friends,
W hen we think about the beautiful story of the 

first Christmas recorded in the Bible, most of us picture 
images of Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus at the manger. We 
then add the shepherds and the wise men. When we think 
about the message of Christmas, our thoughts go to the 
announcement of the promised Savior of the world. We 
think about peace on earth and goodwill toward man. We 
think about what great love it took for God to send His Son 
to earth to live as a human being.

Those are, of course, all integral parts of God’s message 
to us at Christmas. But as I read those stories, one other 
message comes to the forefront. It is a message that was first 
given to Zechariah in the temple. It was repeated to Mary. 
Joseph was the next recipient of this message and finally 
the shepherds heard the same message.

That message was “do not be afraid.” That is one of 
the great themes of the Christmas story. Because God was 
stepping into human history, we don’t need to be afraid 
anymore.

At Missouri Baptist Children’s Home, we provide love 
and care for children “from hard places.” These children 
and youth have experienced a great deal of trauma in their 
young lives. That trauma changes the way they think and 
react to people and situations. One of the most significant 
ways trauma affects children is in the area of fear and trust. 
Our children are afraid.

Some of that fear involves the anticipation of physical 
pain due to the abuse in their past. It involves the anticipation 
of abandonment. It involves the expectation that they will 
not have enough to eat or that others will make fun of them 
or that they will be moved into another home, another city, 
another school once again.

It is our job to tell them the same message the angels 
did in the Christmas story – do not be afraid.

But it is not enough to just say that. We must give them 
reasons to believe it. Zechariah was told not to be afraid 
because “God has heard your prayers.” Mary was told she 
did not need to be afraid because “God has shown you His 
grace.” Joseph was told not to be afraid because the baby 
was the son of God and would “save his people from their 
sins.” The shepherds heard that they did not need to be 
afraid because a Savior had been born which would bring 
great joy, not fear.  

None of those were easy things for the characters in 
the Christmas story to understand – they had no personal 
experience that would help them understand. They simply 
believed that God was faithful and would always do what 
He promised.

Most of the children in our care don’t yet understand 
the faithfulness of God. They need us to help them 
understand.

Our direct care staff and foster parents do that in a 
variety of ways – but in essence, they demonstrate their 
trustworthiness to the children and teenagers.

Once our staff and foster parents are able to gain the 
trust of the kids, they can then demonstrate that the love 
of God is the beginning of all trust.  

It has been amazing to see the difference that comes 
over children from hard places when they replace their 
fear with trust.

Your faith – in Christ and in the ministry of MBCH – 
is critical to our success. You believe God can remove fear 
and restore broken people and broken relationships. Your 
gift will help create a place where the atmosphere of trust 
is demonstrated. Hundreds of hurting children desperately 
need your support. We are providing care for more than 
600 children in our campus-based and community-based 
ministries this year and their needs continue to grow.

This Christmas, we want our children to have beautiful 
packages to unwrap, decorated Christmas cookies and 
other goodies to eat and the opportunity to gather around 
a brightly lit tree and sing carols – and your gift helps us 
provide all of this. But more importantly, we want to give 
these children a real chance at life. The greatest gift we can 
ever provide them is the knowledge that they can trust Jesus 
Christ as the hope of our world.

We know from decades of experience that many of our 
children begin to see God’s love through the generosity of 
Christian people at Christmas. You will never fully know 
the joy you create in our children when they open their 
Christmas presents and know that someone they will never 
meet cared enough to share Christmas with them. You will 
never fully know how many children you have helped find 
“forever families.” You will never fully know how many 
you have helped become a part of God’s eternal family. 
But they will remember you.

I have been told that the number one instruction from 
God to mankind is “ fear not.” Three hundred and sixty-six 
times, the Bible says “Fear not – Do not be afraid.” That’s once 
for every day of the year with leap day included. Christmas 
gives us a reason to turn from fear to trust. 

I know I can count on you to prayerfully consider 
making a generous gift to MBCH before the end of the 
year. So, I’ll thank you in advance for sharing the joy of 
Christmas with children who, most likely, are experiencing 
it for the very first time in their young lives. Help them 
know they have a hope that will last not only for a season, 
but for a lifetime. 

I pray that God will grant you and your family a blessed 
Christmas season.

  Blessings,

  Russell L. Martin, President
P.S. Please mail your gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s 

Home, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. 
You can also make your gift on-line at www.mbch.org. Just 
click on the “Donate Now” button and select “Christmas” 
as the gift designation.
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Ministries

Stepping Toward Hard Places
By David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist

As i have conversations with Pastors, Directors of Missions, small groups and individuals from 
churches around Missouri, I am so blessed to hear the question, “How can WE get engaged in the 
work of Missouri Baptist Children’s Home?”

As MBCH launches our Church Engagement Initiative, we believe God is calling us to engage with 
the local church to assist them in being fully equipped to reach out to children, youth, and families who 
are broken and hurting. MBCH desires to engage with the church and discover together how we can best 
partner to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those around us.

Our culture does not promote us stepping toward the hard places in people’s lives, in fact, our culture 
seemingly says: “Avoid the mess. Stay away from hard and broken places. Stay where you are comfortable.” 
In contrast to our culture, however, the gospel compels us to move toward the hurting and broken in our 
world. Matthew 1:23 tells us that Jesus would be called Immanuel, which means God with us. Although 
we were far from God, hurting, and broken, God moved toward us, and His son Jesus took us from death 
to life (Colossians 2:13). God adopted us through His son (Galatians 4:4-5) and gives us the right to be 
children of God (John 1:12).

So why would we strive to reach out and minister to people who are struggling and often far from God? Because this is exactly what God did 
for us. The gospel compels us to step toward the hard places in people’s lives. The gospel also sustains us as we minister in the midst of hurting 
and hard situations, and offers a pure demonstration of the love of Christ to the world around us (James 1:27).

MBCH would love to talk with your church to see how we can effectively minister together to hurting children, youth, and families to make 
a lasting difference in their lives. Every church family is unique, so MBCH is not offering a packaged program to follow. Instead, we desire to 
find out from your church if we can offer training to equip your teams of staff or volunteers to be more effective as you seek to minister in your 
community. Some examples might be:

• Offer a training known as Stewards of Children designed to equip your congregation to protect children from sexual abuse.
• Train your children’s ministry staff and volunteers how to effectively manage behaviors.
• Equip parents to keep their kids safe on-line.
• Offer consultation or training on risk management through policies and practices designed to keep children and youth safe at your church. 
• Consult with your church if you desire to minister to children in the foster care system or minister to families in your community to 

prevent their children from having to enter the foster care system.
• Consult with your church if you are already involved in foster care ministry on how to design a wrap-around ministry of support for 

those in your congregation who are called to take children into their family. 
We are excited to see all that God may do through this church engagement initiative. If you would like to begin conversations with us about 

church engagement, we would love to hear from you and your church. You may reach David Burch, Church Engagement Strategist by email at: 
david.burch@mbch.org, or by phone at: 417-380-1082.

Jace’s Adoption Story
By Patricia Barton

Jace is our Great-Nephew who came to us shortly after being 
released from the hospital. It came as quite a shock to us. We have 
four other children ranging in ages from 23-16, so we thought we were 
almost done!

My husband was diagnosed with Lymphoma in November, just one 
month after getting Jace. It was not easy, but it was God’s will to give us 
this innocent life to care for and to push my husband to get better. We 
did not expect to adopt Jace. In the beginning we were only trying to 
help our niece till she could properly take care of Jace.

I believe it again was God who blessed us with the opportunity to 
make Jace a permanent child in our home. He is very much loved and 
cherished by all of our children and family and we are very thankful 
to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home for all the help and support 
they gave us during the last 3 years. The adoption took time; the Love 
arrived instantly. 

Jace’s Adoption Day with Family and Judge
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Camp 18five Update

Mbch held its 10th Annual CaMp18five summer camp for 
children and youth in residential and foster care at Baptist Hill 
Assembly July 30 – August 3. The name of the Camp comes 

from Matthew 18:5 which says, “And whoever receives one such child in 
My name receives Me.” 

F i f t y - f o u r 
campers arrived 
o n  M o n d a y 
af ternoon, were 
assigned to their 
cabins and quickly 
began making new 
connections with 
their cabin leaders 
and cabin mates. 

Following the Lifeway VBS theme of “Game On”, the games, 
crafts, recreation, messages, and Bible studies reflected the power of 
God in Christ preparing them for life’s great game. There was fishing, 
swimming, hiking, recreational games (with lots of getting wet!), and 
crafts – including the famous exploding watermelon.

The Baptist Hill campground had added a new challenge course 
of “American Ninja Warrior” style obstacles. Campers, teams, and 
volunteers alike attacked this fun challenge. The climbing wall, with 
a low and high element brought out courageous efforts to scale it with 
hilarious “fails”, but many team efforts of help and encouragement to 
successfully scale it. The positive experience of scaling the wall – and 
reminder that help is available – left an indelible impression on many 
kids from hard places.

The real encounter with Brad Bennett on Thursday evening 
featured two talented motorcycle stunt riders who impressed 
with a live show in the recreation area. A car was hurdled and 

later demolished by a motorcycle to the astonishment of the onlookers. 
Brad’s control of his stunt cycle was so complete, one of our brave staff 
trusted him to safely jump it over his prone body! 

A fter the performance, 
Brad gave a brief, focused 
ex planation of the gospel, 
his personal testimony, and 
an invitation that led to 13 
decisions for Ch r ist . H is 
presentation tied together the 
messages and lessons from the 
whole week.

Afterwards, our campers 
with some volunteers and staff 
participated in the annual 
“Star Struck” Talent Show. We 
were entertained with songs, 
comedy, drama, rap and dance. One camper, introduced her song with 
a video of herself giving a personal testimony of her lifelong journey in 
“the system”, and her determination to move forward in life. She then 
sang the song, “Titanium,” that declared she might be knocked down, 
but was bulletproof. It was VERY inspiring, moving many to tears and 
applause, setting the tone for the rest of the evening.

Staff and volunteers were trained to use Trust-Based Relational 
Intervention (TBRI) to provide effective support and encouragement 
for our campers. Every morning a conclave opened with our Camp 
Leader, Erin Phelps, reminding us of our 3 point Camp mantra: Stick 
Together, No Hurts, and Have Fun! We certainly did.

The only thing that can make our 2019 CaMp18five experience 
better is to have more volunteers so that we can host more 
children and youth. Prayerfully consider if you, your Sunday 

School class or Missions group would like to participate with us for a 
life changing experience. Our next Camp will be held again at Baptist 
Hill Assembly Camp in Mt. Vernon, MO, on July 29 – August 2, 2019.

For more information, contact Kristi McCormick at 1-800-264-6224, 
or Kristi.McCormick@mbch.org.
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No Adoption is Second Best
By Caroline Bailey, Family Resource Development Supervisor

I reMeMber it as if it happened yesterday. After the adoption of our 
daughter in 2010, family and friends gathered at a local Starbucks 
to celebrate. It was obvious that we were a happy bunch by the joy 

and laughter going on.
The barista behind the counter asked, “Are you celebrating 

something?” I said, “Yes. We just adopted our second child.” He then said, 
“That’s great. Are you going to have children of your own, too?”

Hit the brakes. Inner Mama Bear rising up (Ladies, you know what 
I’m talking about). Deep breath. Tender smile.

Pause…bless his twenty-something, hipster little heart…
I responded with, “Our children are our own.” “Oh,” he said. “Well, 

congratulations.”
I always try to give people the benefit of the doubt when it comes 

to questions about foster care, adoption, and infertility. I really do. I’ve 
heard some doozies over the course of my lifetime of barrenness; ones 
that just ripped right into my heart. Yet, I try my best to respond in a 
manner that is both respectful and educational. After all, if we (foster/
adoptive parents) want respect, we need to show it. Plus, knowledge 
really is a powerful tool in helping to expand someone’s worldview.

Children who enter our lives, often through the tragedy of 
brokenness, are not replacements or an after-thought. These precious 
souls are each born with their unique talents, challenges, and 
personalities. Their histories are sometimes scarred but their futures 
are limitless. The tapestries of their lives are woven with love, loss and 
that incredibly soul-inspiring notion that there is always hope.

Adoption is beautiful and heart-breaking. It is humbling and 
faith-building. It is joy and laughter and tears all wrapped up in 
one. It is a whole lot of things but it will never be second-best.

It is the path to parenthood that many families facing infertility 
choose to walk down. It is a choice. It is not easy and can be wrought 
with many unknowns. Yet, each step is padded with the firm belief 
that adoption is a distinguished road not for the faint-of-heart but for 
the faithful one.

When following the command to care for orphans and the least-
of-these, we should also look in the mirror and know that we, too, were 
orphans. The Lord said, “I chose you”. Not only are we chosen, we are 
cherished and known to our Father in Heaven. I believe Jesus had you 
and me on His mind when He carried that burdensome cross up the 
hill towards our salvation. If I thought for one minute that adoption is 
second-best, I fear the glory and humbling essence of belonging to our 
Heavenly Father would be trivialized.

“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might 
receive adoption to sonship.” Galatians 4:4-5

Each child in need of adoption is a treasure to the Lord; worth more 
than gold or the greatest riches on Earth. To Him, they are not 
second-best. When I look into the eyes of my children, I do not 

see a secondary option. No. I see a longing fulfilled, redemption and 
the scripting of life without the borders that humans like to establish. 
I see children who are worth it.

Is adoption second best to having a biological child? I certainly  
don’t think so. Instead, I believe adoption is a predestination lovingly 
anointedwith the mystery and power of the Lord. When I hear people 
comment about adoption being less than giving birth to a child or just 
a fallback plan, I cringe.

Friends, these thoughts are the whispers of the enemy trying to 
sabotage what our Father holds so dear. The Enemy wants to destroy 
families. He wants to bind children. He wants to remind us of our own 
loss. He wants to complicate the calling on our lives to care for orphans.

However, the voice of the Lord is stronger and more powerful. He 
calls us upon the seas. He asks us to tread where others fear to go. He 
seeks the willing. He equips the courageous. He does this in the name 
of love. If we believe in this, then how can we ever accept adoption as 
second best?

To the hipster dude at Starbucks, it’s okay. I’ve long forgiven you 
for questioning whether I would have my “own” children. Just 
know that my children – the ones who the Lord declared and 

prepared for my life – are mine. They are not second-best. They never 
have been. They never will be.

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works 
are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when 
I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of 
the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me 
were written in your book before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:13-16

(This was written as a guest post featured on the blog , “Mess Into a Message” 
Blog and can be viewed there along with other thought-provoking posts by the 
author of “Mess Into a Message”.) 
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Strength and Courage
By: LeFlora Spivey, Pregnancy Services Specialist

Sandra is a 24 year old single mother of three children, the 
youngest only 5 months of age. She reached out to MBCH 
Children and Family Ministries just one month prior to giving 

birth. When we met her, she was homeless – living out of her vehicle and 
bathing wherever she could. The father of her child is incarcerated but 
she does correspond with him on a consistent basis to discuss parenting 
and future plans as a family. 

Her original goals for success were to deliver a healthy baby, obtain 
suitable housing and gain fulltime employment. She did deliver a healthy 
baby but continued to struggle with finding permanent housing. If this 
wasn’t enough, she additionally experienced the death of a very close 
family member who had assisted her with childcare while she worked 
temporary assignments to attempt making and saving money. During 
that time, she continued to meet with her Pregnancy Services Specialist. 
She was open to receiving prayer, communicated her needs and voiced 
thankfulness for MBCH-CFM services.

She recently obtained public housing and is currently on a one 
year lease. MBCH-CFM was able to assist her with transportation, 
utility bills, diapers, a pack-n-play, car seat and other resources along 
her journey. She is presently enrolled in a job training program which 
is assisting her in obtaining gainful employment. 

I applaud this client for her great resilience in managing her trauma, 
working through her personal life battles and participating with the 
Pregnancy Services of MBCH-CFM to reach her goals.

If you or someone you know is dealing with an untimely pregnancy, 
please call 800-264-6224.

Sanctity of Life

We Serve a God of Second Chances
By: Jennifer Garland, Family Resource Development and 
Pregnancy Services Supervisor

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose 
to give us birth through the word of truth that we might be a kind of first 
fruits of all he created.” James 1: 17-18 

AMy is a client of our in-home pregnancy program. We first met 
her as a young single mother of two children. Her children 
had been in and out of Children’s Division custody due to her 

addiction. At that time she had completed a substance abuse treatment 
program and was on the brink of her children being returned to her care.

We started working with her to meet the needs of her third 
child and support her recovery. Following a very difficult C-section 
and subsequent infection, she found herself struggling with pain 
medication and quickly slipped into a relapse. The older children were 
returned to the foster care system and custody of the baby was given 
to her father.

Amy was at an all-time low. While still struggling with recovery 
both from addiction and child birth, she lost everything that mattered 
to her. MBCH Children and Family Ministries Pregnancy Services staff 
were able to connect her to resources to assist us in supporting her and 
her needs. She was connected with Building Blocks and a local church 
embraced her. Through love and support, she was able to see herself 
valuable, in the eyes of others but more importantly as a child of God.

After a period of time she was able to become sober again and once 
again reunify with her older children and develop a visitation agreement 
with her baby. She was able to mend relationships that had been broken 
by addiction and maintain the same home and job throughout the strife.

Fast forward two years, Amy contacted her Pregnancy Services 
Specialist again to notify her that she was expecting and really 
wanted the support of the program. She was enrolled in the 

pregnancy program again. This time we were able to see that God had 
continued to work on Amy during our absence.

Amy continued to attend the same church and develop meaningful 
relationships with other people of faith. She maintained the same home 
and job she had all along. There were no more trips to foster care for 
her babies. She had transportation and faith that God would see her 
through this unexpected gift as well.

There was one major looming issue….pain medication needed 
for bringing this little blessing into the world. Amy was terrified that 
the need for medication to deliver and potential for relapse would be 
devastating to her recovery. 

Amy developed her own birth plan through dialogue with her 
specialist and her doctor. She had a pain management plan and knew 
she was at risk but was determined to persevere.

She does not have much family support, but knew self-care was 
important to her recovery and maintaining care of her children. She 
prayed, we prayed, the church people prayed and God came through 
for Amy!

She had her baby, she endured the pain with minimal medication 
– no narcotics – she discontinued the medication as acceptable, and 
she is successfully parenting all four children. 

Amy’s perseverance, God’s gifts, and the love and support of God’s 
people have allowed us to see Christ move in the life of Amy and her 
family. She knows God’s grace is sufficient, she knows He will be faithful, 
and she knows that she has all she needs to overcome addiction and 
care for the gifts that God has given her.

Pray for Amy in her parenting journey as well as all of the faithful 
servants along the way.
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Why is Human Life Sacred?
By Pastor George Fulgham, MBCH Spiritual Life Director/
Church Engagement Specialist

“For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. I 
will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful 
are Your works, and my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden 
from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the depths 
of the earth; Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Your book 
were all written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was 
not one of them.” Psalm 139:13-16 (NASB)

This psalM of david is very personal. There is scarce evidence 
that there was a particular event that produced this jewel of the 
revelation of God’s view of human life. David recognizes God’s 

perfect knowledge of all things, including the thoughts and desires of 
every person He has created in verses 1-6.

David recognizes God’s presence no matter where he goes in an 
attempt to hide from God, whether on land, the sea, the sky, or Sheol 
in verses 7-12.

David recognizes God’s power and purpose for himself and all 
human life in verses 13-16. We are His unique creation, sacred and 
set apart for fellowship with Him. When does this relationship begin 
and end?

Verse 13 takes us on a spiritually discerned journey of the intimate 
relationship God our Creator has with each soul He calls to life. While 
science can label the biological components that make us unique with 
terms like DNA and genomes, plain folk would simply acknowledge 
that human conception and birth is a miracle!

God is present. He forms us uniquely according to His purpose 
for His glory. He has woven us into our mother’s womb. The strengths 
and weaknesses, the pattern of colors, textures and order of skin, hair, 
teeth, height, muscle density, mental acuity, athleticism, regularity or 
irregularity of features, all are formed according to His pattern for the 
purpose that He determines is right.

We are made in His image to have fellowship, to commune with 
Him. God did not walk and talk in the Garden of Eden with any other 
creature outside of Adam, whom He formed from the dust of the 
earth, and Eve, whom He formed from Adam’s rib. God gave mankind 
dominion over the rest of His creation on earth. Human life is sacred.

But the lord did more than design and form our bodies; He also 
planned and determined our days (verse 16). Job 14:5 observes 
this about man, “Since his days are determined, the number of his 

months is with You; and his limits You have set so that he cannot pass.”
More than a living soul clothed in a body, God intends us to 

complete certain works. Ephesians 2:10 reminds us, “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them.”

God desires that all will have a saving faith in Him and “…work 
out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” Philippians 2:12b-13.

If we live foolishly, we may tragically reject the love of God in 
Jesus Christ and die in our sin. If we are saved and live foolishly, we 

will gain heaven, but find 
ourselves bereft of the 
rewards of faithfulness. 
These are our choices and 
our consequences. God is 
the righteous Judge, full 
of grace and mercy to all 
who trust Him.

D a v i d  p l e d g e d 
his obedience to God, 
recognizing the mercy 
of God’s sovereign will in 
his life in Psalm 139:19-
2 4. He had probably 
a l ready su f fered t he  
s t i n g  o f  G o d ’ s 
consequences of h is 
sin with Bathsheba and 
conspiracy to have her 
husband, Uriah killed. 

Even though David was the anointed, chosen King of Israel, his 
authority did not exceed the righteous authority of God Almighty. 
David mourned his sin and repented.

If David was greatly convicted of taking a human life , then we too 
would be wise to consider all human life as sacred.

It begins at conception in the womb. God is still knitting and 
weaving the inward parts that will clothe the soul He has created. Who 
are we to judge that soul as unwanted, an inconvenience, a crime, or 
a mistake? Who are we to condemn to die? All human life is sacred.

God’s creation reMains sacred after birth no matter if we are 
rich, poor, black or white, have differing politics, have given our 
hearts to Jesus or reject Him. God is the one who numbers our 

days. He is the One who has laid out the good works for us to perform. 
Who are we to reject what God has created and chosen? Can we discern 
God’s destiny for anyone?

Saul of Tarsus was an egotistical man with a great resume, but was 
a murderer and persecutor of the Church. At God’s chosen time, Saul 
was saved and took the name, Paul. Many would argue that he was the 
greatest theologian and church planter of all time. What a great error 
if Saul were murdered, his great potential unseen, but snuffed out by 
well-meaning assassins?

We must be careful not to nurture a spirit of anger, hate or malice 
against others. Jesus said in Matthew 5:21-22a “You have heard that the 
ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and ‘Whoever commits 
murder shall be liable to the court.’ But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court…” 

All human life is sacred. God knows us perfectly. God is constantly 
with us. God’s power and purpose are fulfilled while we live. So let us 
pledge to live our lives with respect and care for our fellow humans 
that God loves so much, He sent His only begotten Son to die for … 
so that we may truly live.

Sanctity of Life
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Putting Faces with the Numbers
By: Jennifer Garland, Family Resource Development and 
Pregnancy Services Supervisor 

Meet cindy. She is a four-year-old little girl who enjoys playing 
with her dolls and helping take care of her baby brother. Cindy 
has often been cared for by grandparents due to the domestic 

violence in her family. Her mother tries to protect her children by taking 
them next door to grandma’s house when her husband comes home 
intoxicated, but one night she did not get them there in time.

The mother was so seriously injured, she needed hospitalization. 
Her father went to jail. When the police arrived, Cindy was huddled 
up in a corner, clinching tightly to her baby brother. This is a traumatic 
and terrifying time for a small child; what happens next could not be 
more important.

Cindy is one of the many children who are able to receive care 
through a relative placement. We are able to meet with Cindy’s 
grandparents and work with them to become licensed to take care of 
Cindy and her brother so they do not have to go into a foster home 
with strangers. They get to be loved and nurtured in a familiar setting 
by people whom they love and are loved.

There are Many children who are in need of a placement because 
of abuse, neglect, addiction, and other situations that cause 
them to be removed from their parents’ homes. Anytime these 

children can be placed with a fit and willing relative, the trauma of the 
situation can be lessened. This work is made possible by staff carrying 
out our agency’s mission of “making a lasting difference in the lives of 
children, youth and families.”

For the past several years, Family Resource Development work 
in Southeast Missouri has grown exponentially. This last fiscal year 
has marked our largest year, reaching more families than ever before 
and creating opportunities to reach out to Southeast Missouri’s most 
vulnerable populations.

One component of our work is to train families to prepare them 
to care for the children in need. STARS classes are offered to train 
new foster parents. This year eleven STARS classes were offered and 
ninety-seven families were in attendance. Another service is adoption 
classes. Five Spaulding classes were taught with fifty-six families in 
attendance. Elevated Needs classes were offered to assist families 
taking children who have a greater need than what is considered 

normal childhood behaviors. There were nine families that attended 
the class offered.

The other coMponent of our work in Southeast Missouri is 
completing home assessments for foster and relative families. 
There were 409 home studies completed this year. This number 

represents at least one child needing placement. In most cases they are 
sibling groups, so that actual number of children who were placed as a 
result of these home assessments is much larger. They are children like 
Cindy, who fall victim to circumstances beyond their control, so they 
desperately need love, hope, and healing.

The ripple effect of 409 home studies is almost incomprehensible. 
We are reaching families and spreading seeds of faith to people who are 
facing major challenges in their lives. Children have been uprooted, 
families have been separated, and terrible trauma has occurred – no 
doubt the real hope and help lies in the Lord.

We get to meet these children of God in the trenches and tell 
them about a God who loves them, will see them through this, and 
never forsake them. We pray for them, we pray with them, and give 
them hope.

The numbers are staggering and the need is great. Behind every 
number and every need is at least one family looking to us to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus. If each family represents an average of four 
people, the number of people directly served is in the thousands, 
with the ripple effect being even larger. Thanks be to God for the 
opportunity to serve him through the difference we are making in 
the lives of people all over Southeast Missouri. 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Churches recognize the third Sunday in January as 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. In 2019, the date will be 
January 20. We hope you will spend some time that Sunday 
to join us in prayer and mourning for the loss of more than 55 
million babies and the pain suffered by those who are suffering 
the loss from those decisions.

This day celebrates the intrinsic value of all human life. This 
important day also provides an opportunity for MBCH Children 
and Family Ministries and The LIGHT House to share about the 
work we do to bring life-affirming resources to help empower 
women to choose life for their unborn children through our 
Pregnancy Services ministry.

MBCH Children and Family Ministries encourages 
you to celebrate Sanctity of Life Sunday in your church and 
community. Resources such as bulletin inserts, sermon 
helps, and videos are available on our website at www.mbch.
org. (Similar materials are available for The LIGHT House at 
www.lighthousekc.org.)
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LIGHT House to Offer Tech-Savvy 
Parenting Class

Trend Micro reports that 93% of children ages 12-17 are online and of those, more than 
half have no time limits. Parents are finding it harder to keep up with what their kids are 
doing online – phones, apps, gaming systems and social media trends are ever-changing! 

LIGHT House employees, Julie Ball (LMSW) and Julie Karanja (MA counselor) admitted 
personal struggles with parenting “iGen” children and out of that discomfort, Tech Savvy 
parenting was born! We have tirelessly researched current trends and safety concerns – both 
personally and professionally – and are committed to sharing that information with other 
parents experiencing the same struggles.

Beginning January 2019, we will be offering free training sessions to allow parents to better 
understand what is going on in this digital world. Our free 60-90 minute sessions will be offered 
across the Kansas City metro area in churches, schools and small groups. During this interactive 
session, parents will learn to foster open communication, create a media contract, ensure online 
safety and apply parental controls. We won’t just talk about it, we will actually get online and 
show you what kids are doing, how to set parental controls and how you can stay informed of 
current trends while keeping children of all ages safe!

The LIGHT House will provide all promotional materials, handouts and technology. We 
are scheduling daytime, weekend and evening classes at any location. Spots are limited and will 
fill up quickly! Call 816-361-2233 x 233 or email us at lighthouse@mbch.org to schedule a free 
training session for your group.



LIGHT House Christmas List
outreach prograM

Items for children’s goodie bags – Crayons, 
coloring books, crayons, small toys, 
play dough, candy, etc.

Maternity hoMe
Bath and Body Works gift sets for lotions/

body spray
Fleece throw blankets
Board games
Movies (not R-rated)
Mega blocks
Painting canvas
Cozy socks

babies needs
Socks
Teething Toys
Toys and books for under the age of 1
Stuffed Animals
Hairbrush Sets

all prograMs
Gift cards for Quiktrip, Ross Dress-for-Less, 

Sonic, Target, Walmart

Fall Servolution Outreach
The LIGHT House maternity home has been privileged to 

receive volunteers from Eagle Creek Church for the past 2 years, as 
part of their spring and fall Servolution community outreach. For 
each event, 10-15 volunteers have arrived at the maternity home to 
complete whatever projects we need.

They pick up sticks and bag leaves, deep clean the bathrooms 
and other areas of the house, and have painted parking lot lines for 
us. They have also added color with beautiful flowers; for the fall 
2018 Servolution, they planted gorgeous mums!

Not only do they complete great projects for us, they also enjoy 
themselves. Kari Schooley, a volunteer stated, “It was fun. Thank you for letting us come.” We 
also thank you Eagle Creek Church for choosing the LIGHT House for volunteer service!
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The LIGHT House

Cara Peoples, 
Chairman of The 

LIGHT House 
Board of Trustees, 

presents Ron 
Robinson a plaque 

thanking him for 
his years of service 

on the Board.

Open House at the Maternity Home
On Thursday, October 11th The LIGHT House Hosted a Maternity 

Home Open House for donors and community partners. More than 40  
guests came to the Maternity Home to see and hear more about our 
ministry. It was a great opportunity for us to share all the wonderful 
things we are doing at The LIGHT House!

Sanctity of 
Human Life 

Sunday
January 20, 2019

Resources such as bulletin 
inserts, sermon helps, and videos 

are available on our website at 
www.lighthousekc.org.



A Baby Demonstrates that God Is Approachable

Love 

expressed 

in a baby is 

something 

our young 

ladies can 

understand. 

Dear Friends,
I have  always been taught that the Bible is one  

continuous story from Genesis to Revelation. Although it 
was written by dozens of people over hundreds of years, it 
is the story of God revealing Himself to His people. Since I 
believe that, I enjoy looking at stories from the Old Testament 
to see how they are connected to the New Testament.

I recently was reading the story in Exodus 33 where 
Moses asked God to “show me your glorious presence.” God 
honored that request, but told Moses “you may not look 
directly at My face, for no one may see me and live.”

In the Old Testament, after Adam’s fall, the face of 
God could not be looked upon. God the Father is far too 
powerful and perfect and glorious for sinful man to face.

Christmas changed all of that.

Some of the most amazing words in the Bible were 
spoken to lowly shepherds. “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 
in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; He is the 
Messiah, the Lord.” If those words were not amazing enough, 
the angel continued by saying, “you will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths, lying in a manger.”

That was almost unbelievable. They have been 
promised a Savior and then they are told they will recognize 
the Savior by the fact that they will find a baby! Christmas 
shows us the face of God in a way we CAN look upon it. 

Many of the girls at The LIGHT House still feel like 
they are living in the Old Testament. Because of their bad 
choices, they believe God can’t possibly love them. They 
believe that when God looks at them, He condemns them. 
They believe God is distant, judgmental and unconcerned 
with any aspect of their lives. When we tell them about 
a loving Heavenly Father, many of them find it almost 
impossible to understand.

Christmas changes all of that.

Love expressed in a baby is something our young 
ladies can understand. There’s something comforting 
about looking for a baby as our Savior. WE know this baby 
is God Almighty, but the incredible thing is that the God 
who created the universe and has the whole world in HIS 
hands, would allow Himself to be held in OUR hands. That 
is a message we share at The LIGHT House.

Alisha is a young lady who made many bad decisions. 
She dropped out of school and ran away from home at 14. 
Her mother lost track of her and had no idea where she was, 
what she was doing or if she was even still alive. One of those 
bad decisions resulted in a pregnancy at 15.

At that point she went back home. Her mother helped 
her find the resources of The LIGHT House. That decision 
changed her life.

Two months ago, Alisha gave birth to a baby boy. She 
has gone from being a school dropout to a student who plans 

to graduate from high school and pursue a college degree in 
law enforcement! Over the past several months, Alisha and 
her mother have re-bonded and together they are working 
to build a bright future for the baby. Isn’t it amazing how a 
baby brings change, hope and reconciliation? 

I know you love the story of Christmas as much as I do. 
You believe God used a baby – His Son – to change the world. 
And you believe God still uses babies to demonstrate His 
love. You believe God can forgive our bad decisions – our 
sins – and bring something good out of our messed up lives. 

The young ladies in our maternity home desperately 
need your support. The young mothers and their children 
in our Outreach Program need you to prayfully consider 
investing in this ministry. Your gift will help create a place 
where the miracles of hope and restoration happen. You 
will make it possible for us to minister to young ladies 
experiencing one of the most traumatic times of their lives. 
You will make it possible for life to grow from despair.

Because of caring, praying, and giving people like 
you, our staff has been able to share the love of Jesus Christ 
with girls like Alisha in both word and action. Without the 
prayer and financial support of hundreds of people she will 
never meet, Alisha may not have come to understand God’s 
great love for her.

And with her newborn baby in her arms, she sees a 
constant reminder of how God wants us to be comfortable 
in His presence. There are so many other girls who need 
this same experience.

If you are in a position to help our young mothers-
to-be, mothers and babies at this time, thank you. We know 
that many of our clients begin to see God’s love through 
the generosity of Christian people at Christmas. You will 
never fully know how many lives have been transformed 
by the Gospel you enable us to share.

I know I can count on you to prayerfully consider 
making a gift to The LIGHT House before the end of the 
year, so, I’ll thank you in advance for sharing the joy of 
Christmas with our children. We truly appreciate your 
support for our ministry of restoring children and families 
and pray that God will grant you and your family a very 
happy Christmas season.

  Blessings,

  Russell L. Martin,  President

P.S. You can make your gift on-line by going to 
www.lighthousekc.org, clicking on the “Donate Now” 
button and selecting “LIGHT House Christmas” as the 
gift designation. You can also send your gift payable to The 
LIGHT House, P.O. Box  22553, Kansas City, MO 64113. 
Please indicate that your gift is for “Christmas.”
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The following children will be celebrating 
their birthdays in the next 4 months. Will 

you please pray for them on their birthday?

Kyia ..............November 1
Kimberly ......November 1
Kyra ..............November 3
Kaylee ..........November 4
Javon ............November 4
Kasey .........November 12
Dawn .........November 14
Quirrsten ....November 15
Nathanael ..November 15
Isaac ...........November 19
Jada ...........November 20
Robbi .........November 21
Isaiah .........November 22
Jamesia ......November 23
Savannah ...November 26
Teresa .........November 28
Ahrayl .......... December 2
Bre’Onna ...... December 3
Luretha ........ December 3
Justice .......... December 8
Skylar ......... December 11
Briianna ..... December 12
Jeanell........ December 12
Kevin .......... December 14
Shawn ........ December 17
Joseph ........ December 21
Brittney ...... December 26
Alexander ... December 27
Kaylynn ...... December 31
Celest ...............January 3

Kellie ................January 6
Carrie ...............January 9
Adrien ..............January 9
Danielle ..........January 10
Alexis .............January 12
BriShanna ......January 18
Kaelyn ............January 20
Richard ...........January 21
Carly  ..............January 21
Markysha .......January 23
Quannae ........January 25
Carrie .............January 28
Lacey ..............January 28
Kelsey.............January 29
Larry ..............January 31
Sarah .............. February 3
Cody ............... February 6
Tasheena ...... February 10
Jonathan ...... February 12
Caitlyn .......... February 13
Destiny ......... February 14
Crystal .......... February 15
Markia .......... February 17
Teena ........... February 19
August ......... February 20
Kevin ............ February 20
Atiya ............ February 25
Karmajah  .... February 27
David ............ February 29

Freedom Walk for Human Trafficking 
Awareness

On october 6th, members of the MBCH 
Foundation staff, Truman State Baptist 
Student Union students and members of 

Thousand Hills Baptist Association churches 
joined forces to sponsor Freedom Walk, a 
Human Trafficking awareness and fund raising 
event. Members of Hamilton Street Baptist 
Church in Kirksville along with Dan Hite, FBC, 
Memphis Pastor and MBCH Board member; 
Greg Xander, BSU Director; DOM Richard 
Nations; and MBCH Foundation Regional Representative Allen Calkins worked together for 
more than six months to plan and prepare for the event. 

Approximately seventy adults and TSU students participated in the event. Those who 
attended Freedom Walk became better informed about the Human Trafficking problem in 
Missouri by participating in a 7-station informational prayer walk and hearing from special 
speakers. Christianna Miller, Executive Director of “Break Every Chain” from St. Joseph was 
the keynote speaker. Other speakers included MBCH Foundation staff members Trisha Crow 
and Allen Calkins.

Event organizers hope Freedom Walk will inspire similar events in Missouri. Calkins 
indicated interest has already been shown from one student group at Hannibal LaGrange 
University. For more information on planning a Human Trafficking awareness event like 
Freedom Walk, please contact David Burch (417-380-1082 or email: david.burch@mbch.org). 

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home has been involved in Human Trafficking Rescue for more 
than seven years, utilizing a 14-bed secure facility in the St. Louis area. In 2017, 38 women (23 
adults and 15 minors) were served. Freedom 43:19 is named for the Scripture promise found 
in Isaiah 43:19: “Behold, I will do something new, now it will spring forth; Will you not be aware of 
it? I will even make a roadway in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”

Freedom 43:19 strives to be A Ministry of Redemption for Victims of Human Trafficking. 
Along with a safe place to be cared for, Freedom 43:19 clients are provided with trauma 
counseling, assistance in finishing school, spiritual guidance and life skills. It is a customized 
ministry program providing needed assistance and guidance for Human Trafficking survivors 
to transition back into society. Freedom Walk raised more than $1,000 in donations and 
pledges for Freedom 43:19. 

To learn more about Freedom 43:19 please contact your MBCH Foundation Regional 
Representative or call our office at 1-800-264-6224.

Hutchens Campus Thankful for Church Volunteers
The MBCH Hutchens Campus in Mt. Vernon, Missouri, has been the recipient of the 

generous volunteer spirit of several churches in Southwest Missouri.
Covenant Baptist Church is the home church for the boys from the Hutchens Campus 

and they have welcomed the boys with open arms. Covenant recently sent more than 
50 volunteers (including the pastors) to help with cleaning, organizing, lawn care and 
maintenance. They even fed all the staff and the kids afterwards! Thank you Covenant 
Baptist!

Cherish Kids, a ministry of James River Church gave each girl on the Hutchens campus 
a ticket to the Designed for Life Women’s Conference. We pray that God uses this time to 
help bring the girls to a fuller understanding of his love for them. Thank you Cherish Kids!

Monett Community Church has also reached out to our girls and provides a weekly Bible study and a meal. We appreciate you 
Monett Community Church!

Volunteers from Covenant Baptist Church

Members of the Leadership Team for 
Freedom Walk
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Runners prepare for the start of the 2nd 
Annual 5K4Kids run at the Apple Festival.

Craft vendors lined the hallways of FBC, Raymore for the 
2018 MBCH Apple Festival.

As always, one of the highlights of the 
children’s area at the Festival was the clown 

producing balloon animals and other figures.

Craft Winners
aFGHans

1st - April Boyer

unusual/ouTsTandinG
1st - Becky Patterson

Quilt Winners
JudGEs’ Grand prizE

Robyn Gragg

mosT uniquE
Lori Jo Easton, FBC Raymore

appliquéd/Hand quilTEd
1st -  Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton

BaBY EmBroidErEd/Hand quilTEd
1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton

BaBY prE-prinTEd/Hand quilTEd
1st - Dorothy Ford, FBC Archie

BaBY prE-prinTEd/macHinE quilTEd
1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
2nd - Mary Alice Rushton, Temple Baptist 
3rd - Jane Pritchett, FBC Lee’s Summit

BaBY/Hand quilTEd
1st, 2nd & 3rd - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton

BaBY/macHinE quilTEd
1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
2nd- Margaret Ferman
3rd - Phyllis Monteleone
Honorable Mention - Sharren Trammel, Northern Hills BC

EmBroidErEd/Hand quilTEd
1st - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton 
2nd - Joybelles Pisagah BC

piEcEd/Hand quilTEd
1st, 2nd & 3rd - Piecemakers, FBC Carrollton
2nd - Person/Church, Location
Honorable Mention - Teresa Ransom & Shari Hayes
Honorable Mention - Patty Meyer

piEcEd/macHinE quilTEd
1st & 2nd- Jane Miller
3rd - Edwina Smith
Honorable Mention - Pat Stewart
Honorable Mention - Edwina Smith

prE-prinTEd macHinE quilTEd
1st - Edwina Smith

WHolE cloTH/Hand quilTEd
1st - Sew n Sew Group, FBC Weston

Robyn Gragg of Lone Jack was the winner of 
the Judges’ Grand Prize.

The Apple Festival was held at 
the First Baptist Church of Raymore 
for the sixth year. A beautiful day, 
great facilities, talented musicians 
and a variety of beautiful quilts and 
crafts all contributed to making the 
2018 Apple Festival successful.

Thanks go to the staff/
members of Raymore FBC and to 
all of the other volunteers who 
made the Festival possible. This 
event is dependent upon people 
who spend hours making quilts 
and crafts, baking pies, providing 
enter tainment, cooking and 
serving food, carrying quilts and 
crafts at the auction, recording 
auction activities, working with 
the children’s area and doing all 
of the other “behind the scenes” 
work.



Avoid Taxes and Reduce State Income Taxes Through a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution!

It is aMazing to me that 2018 has almost come to a close. As the 
chill returns to the air I am not sure that I am completely ready for 
cold and snowy mornings. However, God demonstrates the hope 

of redemption in nature in that out of the death and cold of winter 
will emerge newness of life in spring! How wonderful that God in His 
graciousness designed the creation to provide a reminder of the Hope 
offered through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Fall also reminds me that this time of year is very important to 
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home! More than half of our financial gifts  
are donated in the last quarter of the year. These generous contributions 
allow us to budget for and provide ministry for the following year.

At this time of year many of our donors choose to make tax credit 
gifts. Maybe you are one of our donors over the age of 70 ½ and you are 
now faced with taking your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
from your Traditional IRA, SEP IRA, Simple IRA or other tax sheltered 
retirement savings plan. Did you know you can make what is called a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to MBCH for a tax credit gift?

The benefit of making a traditional QCD in substitution for your 
RMD is that the donor avoids the taxation associated with withdrawing 
previously untaxed income, and gain. However, the drawback has 
always been that the donor doesn’t get to claim any deductions for this 
gift due to the fact that the income was untaxed to begin with.

The good news is that Missouri 
state tax credits allow our donors 
to gain a 50% state tax benefit from 
this QCD donation. That means 
that you can reduce your state 
tax bill for 2018 by $.50 on every 
dollar that you donate to MBCH 
through a QCD for tax credit, while 
avoiding paying additional taxes on 
 unneeded income!

I f  you a re  i ntere s te d i n 
making a QCD gift through one 
of our Missouri state income tax 
credits, please contact your local 
M BCH Fou ndat ion R eg iona l 
Representative. Your Regional 
Representative will be more than 
happy to work with you and your plan administrator to get you the 
paperwork necessary to complete a QCD gift.

As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in 
and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least 
of these.”

MBCH Foundation
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Online Donations
To make a donation with your credit or debit card, simply visit 

www.mbch.org and click the “Donate” button on any page. To make an 
on-line Tax Credit gift (or to use the Tax Benefit Calculator) just click 
on the “Tax Credits” link on the“Support” page. We will send you the 
application forms or have a Regional Representative contact you to 
answer your questions or discuss the benefits of using Tax Credits in 
your charitable giving.

James Morrow, Vice President 
MBCH Foundation

Sacrificial Giving
As many of you know, we do a letter appeal campaign 

around back to school. We have many donors who give 
sacrificially and join with us as partners in ministering to 
children, youth, and families to make a lasting difference in 
their lives. 

We recently received a $5 donation with the following 
note attached:

“I am very sorry can’t send more. The past 8 months have had 
a terrible drain on my funds due to expense of health, medical 
problems, and surgery; breakdown of my 19 year old van and my 
refrigerator-freezer. Also helping 1 of my grandsons financially 
after their home destroyed by a flood (family of 8). I am 85 1/2 
years age – widow for 5 years – and handicapped. I will pray for 
all of your children. I know school, new teachers, and classmates 
are difficult challenges, but know all of you will encourage them 
and love them. God bless all of you – helpers and children.”

I thought you would be blessed and encouraged by this. It 
also reminds me of the importance of us being good stewards 
of the resources God provides us through His people. We have 
an awesome responsibility and one not to be taken lightly.

Thank you for all you do to impact the Kingdom.

Russell Martin 
MBCH President



Adult coloring books 
Markers/Colored pen sets

Arts/crafts for all ages through adult
Axe colone gift sets
Baby Sleepers- Newborn to 18 months
Backpacks
Bath and body sets
Bath towels
Beyonce Perfume
Black hair care products- Cantu- no aerosols
Blow dryers
Calvin Kline Perfume
Canvases and art supply kits for adults
Camel-Bak water bottles
Christian CD’S including Christian rock
Crossbody-Purses
Curling/Flat Irons
Dish Towels
Dishes
Dolce & Cabana Perfume
Educational toys babies birth to 2
Fitness Tracker Watches
Lego sets
MP3 players with ear buds
Non-toxic glue/paints
Outfits-Toddler Size-2T-4T, 6
Pajamas-boys/girls- sizes 5/6, 7/8, 10/12, boys 

14/16, mens sleep pants sm-md-lg-xl-2x
Paw Patch Items
Remote control cars/batteries
Rihanna Perfume
Silverware
Sketch pads/drawing pencils
Canvases/paint sets
Teen/Young adult devotional books
Transformers/action figures
Twin Bed Sets
Weighted blankets

Gift Cards to: 
Applebees 
Bath & Bodyworks 
Beauty Supply Stores 
Burger King 
Champs 
Charlotte Russe 
Children’s Place 
Dollar Tree 
Footlocker 
Forever 21 
H&M 
Macys 
McDonalds 
Nike 
Olive Garden 
QuikTrip 
Rainbow 
Red Lobster 
Rue 21 
Shoe Carnival 
Subway 
Target 
VISA 
Wal-Mart 
Walgreens

MBCH Foundation
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Our Children’s Christmas List
Each year we work hard to make Christmas 

a wonderful experience for the children in our care. 
For many, this Christmas will be the FIRST time 
they’ve heard the Christmas Story. The holiday 
memories and traditions experienced at MBCH 
this year may be the only ones they have ever had.

You can help us make the holiday season 
special by providing Christmas presents for our 
children. The following “wish list” details many 
of the items we need to make this Christmas 
memorable.

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home has 3 
campuses and 4 offices across the state of Missouri. 
We serve approximately 90 children at any one time 
on our campuses. We also work with the infants of 
the mothers in our Pregnancy Services programs and 
with more than 800 children of all ages in our foster/
adoptive programs. The ages of the children in our 
residential program range from 6 to 21, however, the 
majority of our children are 11-18. 

Items are needed by 
December 8 

(Unwrapped, Please!)
Items Can Be Sent to: 
MBCH Campus Store, 

11300 St. Charles Rock Rd., 
Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

For more information call 
1-800-264-6224 

and ask for Kathy Crawley 
or Flo Anderson.

Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri: Bob Springate, 816-898-0008
East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 314-327-4121
Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906

South Central Missouri: Keith Vawter, 417-693-1210
Southeast Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 573-241-1113

(Development Coordinator)
Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Administrative Assistants)
Joann Britt (Special Events/Database Management), 816-898-1094
Cindy Roberts (Special Events/Tax Credits), 800-264-6224

Transitional Living Program Success 
Story

We had a wonderful send-off to a young man that successfully 
graduated from our transitional living program and is headed to 
Southwest Baptist University with a full scholarship! “Danny” grew 
in his relationship with Christ as staff mentored and poured into him 
while he was here.

Danny was connected with our mentor group out of a local church 
and those mentors showed up for Danny’s graduation party provided 
for him by the staff. It was such a wonderful experience as staff packed 
his car for college. Then they (and a couple of the other residents) 
prayed for Danny that God would go before him and bless him in this 
next chapter of his life.

It was a moment we are very happy to be a part of and one that 
makes us glad to work for MBCH Children and Family Ministries!



Memorials and Honorariums

Memorials
Anders, Sara by Betty Takahashi (O’Fallon)
Antle, Rana M. by Kent Antle (Exeter)
Baker, Dr. Don by Lynn & Sally Ann Nance (Bella Vista) 
Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles and Mary Ann 

Brown, Charles and Mary Ann Brown, Charles and Mary 
Ann Brown (Louisiana)

Bolin, Berta Mae by First Baptist Church Brookline 
(Brookline Station); Bruce and Terry Westrip (Crane); 
Charles and Nova Pearce, Springhill Baptist Church 
(Springfield)

Boman, Nadine by Carl and Jackie Jordan (Buckner); 
Elderberry Sunday School Class - FBC Buckner, 
Heavenbound Sunday School Class - FBC Buckner

Bowers, Myrna  by Judy Cook, Tod Cook (Kansas City)
Branson, Anna by Mr. and Mrs. Michael Smith (Battlefield) 
Brown, Kenneth and Erma by Charles and Mary Ann 

Brown, Charles and Mary Ann Brown (Louisiana)
Brown, Mary Jane by Ervin Barnett (Billings)
Brown, Paul by Sharon and Gary Alexander (Birch Tree) 
Brown, Richard and Lorene by Keranne Brown (Linneus) 
Carriger, Howard by Bryan and Melissa Wollard (Fair 

Play) 
Chapman, Jessica by Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Kelly 

(Imperial)
Clark, Barbara Ann by Martie Martin (Branson); Linda 

Shackleford (Cameron); Michael and Cindy Lang 
(Gallatin); Pat Stewart (Grandview); Jeri Sue Plaxco 
(Huntsville); Sang and Christine Burton (Independence); 
Ruth Bradley and Bruce Tarwater (Iowa City); Stephen 
and Diana Skinner, Steve & Janie Bumgarner, William 
Clark (Kansas City); Lisa Ward (Peculiar); Stuart and 
Karen Rish (Raymore); Haynes, L. C. (University Place)

Clark, Ruby Eloise by Bob Hornback (St. Charles)
Cline, James by First Baptist Church-Farmington 

(Farmington)
Cook, Cleve and Thelma by Vincent & Martha Cook 

(Scott City)
Creager, Jeff by David and Sharon Creager (Kansas City)
Davenport, Thomas Monroe by Lowell and Kathy Carder 

(Billings); Brian and Betty McGracken (Brookline); Gary 
and Ann Deskins (Clinton); Danis Nickell (Marshfield); 
Darryl and Sandy Lace (Marshfield); Fishers of Men 
Sunday School Class - FBC Marshfield, K. Hillette, 
many family and friends, Rick and Eva Joiner, Ruby 
Davenport (Marshfield); Marshfield Development 
League (Marshfield); Harry and Janice Stevens, Judy D. 
Campbell (Monett); Barbara Agee (Republic); Jeffrey C. 
Hutchens (Springfield)

Dixon, Vivian by Bruce A. Dixon (Kansas City)
Dodd, Helen Louise by Richard and Joan Stone (Winfield)
Downey, Rev. Tom by Nancy Baker (Boonville); Billie and 

Carol Helmich, Joe and Marilyn Hodge (Cairo); Hazel and 
Carl Downey, Jennett Downey (Moberly)

Driemeyer, Bonnie by Ed and Cindy Jones (Steelville)
Essex, Edith by First Baptist Church-Farmington 

(Farmington)
Evans, Levi and Mary by Carol S. Evans (Kansas City)
Graham, Melvin by Mr. and Mrs. William M. Ronan 

(St. Charles)
Gross, Bessie by Randy and Patricia Adolph, Randy and 

Patricia Adolph (Webster Groves)

Hadder, Frank by Laverne Hadder (New Madrid)
Hall, Shirley Jo Bryant by Gary and Marleen Brown, 

W. A. and Nancy Bryant (Richland)
Harrison, Pam by Patricia L. Brengle (Shelbina)
Hendricks, Dean and Joyce by their daughter, Holly 

Dugan, their daughter, Holly Dugan, Their daughter, 
Holly Dungan (Battlefield)

Hickson, Paul by Jackie Jordon, Joyce Rose (Buckner); 
Frank and Sandy Woodside (Independence); Jana 
Muntz (Memphis)

Hill, Daniel David by Linda Hill (West Plains)
Hodges, Wayne by Jim & Kay Campbell (Canton); Buddy 

& Julie Kattelmann, Dean & Susanne Webster, Deane 
& Rovene Meinhardt, Gary & Carol Trump, Garyl & 
Michele Meinhardt, Gerald & Dee Ann Harper, Jeff & 
Teresa Glasgow & Family, Jerry & Teresa Miller, Jim & 
Peg Sherwood, Karl & Rovene Hamner, Mike & Connie 
Gutting, Rae Jean Meinhardt, Steve & Annie Howell, 
Terry Hunziker, Wayne and Dixie Blum (Kahoka); Norma 
Miller (Keokuk); Jon Ann Ladwig (Kirksville); Junior & 
Linda Bertram & Family (Luray)

Hughes, James by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hughes 
(Springfield)

Isenberg, Susan by Lennis and Arlene Isenberg, Ron and 
Janet Isenberg (St. Louis)

Jackson, Curtis by Vincent & Martha Cook (Scott City)
Jett, Shirley by Sharon and Gary Alexander (Birch Tree)
Jones, Frankie by Mr. and Mrs. Jim McNally (Kansas City)
Kennedy, Helen by Wayne & Bette Kennedy, Jerry 

Kennedy, Rob & Linda Zimmer, Jay & Nancy Lawver 
(Branson)

Kitchen, Sharleen by Mark and Beth Pennington 
(Lebanon)

Klee, Christopher by Gail Wyatt (Granite City)
LeFevre, Geraldine by Gary and Lynn LeFevre (Anna); 

Nancy Grotzinger (Blue Springs); Larry Albertin 
(California); Donald and Peggy Maples, Kay Payne 
(Jefferson City); Kevin and Pamela Graney (Rockford)

Lockard, Seth Lavon by Janet Beasley (St. Louis)
Luck, Carolyn by Lynne B. Woods (Louisiana)
Marr, Jean by Carol Marr (Corrales)
McCullough, Georgena by Summit Woods Baptist Church 

(Lee’s Summit)
McGuire, Rev. Don by First Baptist Church (Farmington)
Nelson, Dorothy by Charles and Mary Ann Brown 

(Louisiana)
Palmer, Barbara by Gary & Sharon Alexander (Birch Tree) 
Parker, Daniel by Lt. Col. & Mrs. Jim Parker (Kansas City)
Pendergraft, Dewey by Hart Baptist Church (Seneca)
Pippin, Sarah by David and Beverly Mays (Lebanon); 

Roger and Marilyn Shadwick (Neosho)
Pruitt, Lloyd L. by Baccus Repair, Kenneth Kelly & Family 

(Ada); Bonnie File, Douglas & Janet Johnson (Beloit); 
Village Insurance, Inc. (Bentonville); Joan Weber, 
Quentin & Christine Smith (Concordia); The J.B. Nelson 
Family (Delphos); Virginia Hurtig (Delphos); Scotty and 
Redonda Baugh (Dodge City); Everything Mary LLC 
(Fayetteville); Mark Pruitt (Florissant); David & Dixie 
Sebits, Kent and Marcia Carlson (Hesston); many family 
and friends (Hutchinson); Tim Dressman (Hutchinson); 
Arlene K. Clifton, Cecelia Ann Martin, many family 
and friends (Kansas City); Dale & Debra Rosebrook 
(Lincoln); Ann Jenkins (Marthasville); Angie Timson, 

Robert & Jennifer Bonham, Swindoll, Janzen, Hawk 
& Loyd, LLC, Wise & Reber, L.C. (McPherson); Shanks 
Accounting Services, Inc. (Minneapolis); Bacon Cattle 
Co., Carleen Berry, Charles L. Bower, Ed Wallace, Evelyn 
R. Hyde, Jerry and Diane Douglas, Mary Hrabe, Scott 
Ausherman Agency Inc., The Class of 1969 , The Mane 
Studio, tom McGavran (Minneapolis); James & Barbara 
Myers (Newton); Natalie Tschepikow (North Little Rock); 
Richard and Bobbi Kollhoff (Pretty Prairie); Kevin & Jo 
Shumberg (Salina); Jerry & Kathy Luthi (Solomon); Dave 
& Vickie Pruitt (Springfield); friends and family

Ramsey, Elizabeth L. by Peggy Hand, Raymond and 
Catherine Lowrey (Egg Harbor Township); Joseph Rossi, 
Judith Matsunolou, Morris and Judith Matsunobu 
(Mays Landing); Annette B. Hayes, Elizabeth Mary 
Aument, Jane Johnston (Northfield)

Ringwald, Wanda by Thomas and Dana Keeven 
(Columbia); MaryLou, Bob & Laverne Morton (Fenton); 
Greg Boyvin (Gallatin); Mrs. pat Kelly (Kirkwood); 
Dennis and Betty Jacobson (Omaha); Erik Ringwald 
(St. Charles); F. J. Elford, Herburt and Ann Murch, Joy 
Ellison, Mary Pat Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. Leland Weihe, 
Rosemary Schweer (St. Louis)

Setzer, Ila by First Baptist Church (Farmington)
Smith, Dorothy by Rolie & Judith Smith (Edwardsville); 

Brenda and John Wilken (Eureka); Kenneth Knapp 
(Fenton); Tommy Vaughn, Dennis Vaughn, Iris Hendricks 
and Rosaetta Fields (Jefferson City)

Spradley, Margie by Greg R. Spradley (Bonne Terre)
Tichener, Norma by Ervin Barnett (Billings)
Tommey, Barbara by Charles and Sharon Martin, Charles 

and Sharon Martin (Maysville)
Turnage, Mary Margaret by Kimberly Williams, Kimberly 

Williams, Marion Sullivan, Marlene Wheeler (Sioux 
Falls)

Varney, Fred by Anita Varney (Colorado Springs)
Watkins, Jewell by Thomas and Barbara Stanfield 

(Farmington); Lisa Twidwell (Fredericktown); Jim and 
Amy Watkins (Park Hills)

Williams, Ruth by Jerry and Beverley Ann Seig, Lois 
Forsythe, Mr. and Mrs. Randy Flick, Mrs. Sue Stark, 
Richard and Lois Henks, Robert A. Bryant (Carrollton); 
Shirley A. Williams (Columbia); Roy and Wanda 
Hartman (Rayville); Rob and Mary Kinnard, Rose Mary 
Happy (Richmond)

Worley, John and Mary by Tom and Cathy Campbell 
(De Soto)

Honorariums
Barton, Gary and Dorothy on their 53rd wedding 

anniversary by Gary and Dorothy Barton (Alton)
Clinton, Rev. Herb and Verlena on the wedding 

anniversary by First Baptist Church (Moberly)
Franks, Dr. Neil by Southwest Baptist Church (St. Louis)
Schreiner, Carol by Judith Carnine (Indianapolis)
Smith, Mrs. Ida Lou on her 90th Birthday by Dover Baptist 

Church (Clarksville)
Terry, Jayne by Angela B. Vincent (Pierce City)
Vincent, Angela by Jayne Terry (Monett)
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Getting Excess Mail?
If you are receiving duplicate mailings, mailings for 

people who no longer live at your address or mailings for 
deceased individuals, please contact us so we can correct 
these issues and note the changes in our database. To 
report information which needs to be updated/corrected, 
please cut-out and return this form or call 800-264-6224. 

You can also make changes on-line by going to 
www.mbch.org and clicking on “Mailing Preferences” at 
the top of the page. 

Address Change Form
Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:

o     Subscribe me/us to the E-Messenger to save money on printing & postage. 
 Send to this e-mail address: _______________________________________________

o     Change the address to: __________________________________________________ 
 City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip________ 

o     Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:
o Individual is deceased: please provide name _______________________________
o Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the 
 duplicate _______________)
o No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state
o Other: ___________________________________________________________

Support
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“Taco Bout Missions” to Bring Christmas to MBCH
A recent issue of The Pathway, reported a story of how Missouri Baptist Children’s Home was 

blessed by a group of youth from Poplar Baptist Church in Warsaw Missouri. They raised $500 and a 
sleigh full of gifts for Christmas. “Taco Bout Missions” was a month-long campaign that began when 
they saw a copy of the MBCH children’s Christmas list in the August issue of The Messenger. 

“Our children and youth may be small in numbers,” Pastor Van Mellen of Poplar Baptist Church 
said, “But they have big hearts for missions and they accomplish some mighty big deeds.” The group of 
youth raised awareness at their church for the event by creatively making a visual display with a play 
on words that was set up in the foyer of Poplar Baptist. Once everything was set up, the gifts started 
pouring in. The display explained what they wanted to achieve through the mission project, with 
several copies of the Christmas list available for the congregation to take. The church members were 
encouraged to shop for the children during the month of September.

Wrapping up the campaign, a walking taco dinner was provided, bringing in a love offering of 
$500. On his most recent visit to the church MBCH Foundation Regional Representative Dr. Keith 
Vawter was presented with a check and the gifts the church had collected. “The generosity of God’s 
people, called Missouri Baptists, never ceases to amaze me,” Vawter said. 

The youth feel blessed by the outcome of their campaign and are already planning their next 
outreach. “Learning about missions through Missouri WMU programs is having a noticeable effect on our youth,” Mellen said. “I believe 
their studies are making them faithful and active church members with hearts to serve God by serving others.”

Satuday
June 1st, 

2019

Strawberry 
Festival 
2019

MISSOURI BAPTIST 
CHILDREN’S HOME

Golfers for 
Kids Golf 

Tournament

Friday 
May 10th, 

2019

MISSOURI BAPTIST 
CHILDREN’S HOME

MISSOURI BAPTIST 
CHILDREN’S HOME

AFTERNOON
WITH THE 

STARS
Saturday

April 13th, 
2019



missouri BapTisT cHildrEn’s HomE 
11300 St. Charles Rock Road 
Bridgeton, Missouri 63044
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