
August 2018
The Messenger



3 ����������President’s UPdate

4 ����������robbi Haynes retires

4 ����������Caroline CHarlton named 
sW missoUri Program direCtor

5 ����������Women’s ministries UPdate

23 ��������mbCH PartiCiPates in 
neW HoPe Ukraine sUmmer CamP

News

8 ����������HelP oUr kids go baCk to 
sCHool

13 ��������oUr CHildren’s CHristmas list

20 ��������get a great tax benefit and 
ProviCe tHe love of CHrist to 
CHildren, yoUtH and familes

21 ��������more tHan yoU tHoUgHt 
Possible

21 ��������birtHdays

22-23 ��memorials and HonorariUms

Support

Events
6 ����������5k4kids raCe

7 ����������aPPle festival

17 ��������4miles4kids raCe

18-19 ��straWberry festival UPdate

Table of Contents

Messenger Staff
President & Treasurer

Russell L. Martin

Vice President, Public Relations/ 
Editor of the Messenger

Derald L. Harris

Director of Web Development and 
Computer Services/ 

Digital Messenger Developer
John Jost

Public Relations Specialist 
Print and Digital Messenger Designer

Jessica A. Hanff

The Messenger
Is a quarterly publication of Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home. Please direct any questions 
or comments to the Public Relations Office at 

800-264-6224 or at mbch@mbch.org.

The MBCH Family of Corporations is composed 
of:

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home
MBCH Children and Family Ministries

The LIGHT House
MBCH Properties

MBCH Foundation

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home is a 
Cooperative Program ministry.

“Publish His glorious deeds among 
the nations. Tell everyone about the 

amazing things He does.” 
Psalm 96:3 (NLT)

14 ��������Celebration of aCCreditation

14 ��������Celebration of life

14 ��������motHers’ day gifts

14 ��������oUtreaCH exPansion

15 ��������2018 kansas City CHiefs tiCket 
fUndraising Program

15 ��������CHildren’s trUst fUnd reneWs 
grants

15 ��������maternity Home rePairs

16 ��������HelP tHe exCellenCe ContinUe

The LIGHT House

4 ����������byrne CamPs Held togetHer by 
friendsHiPs

9 ����������mbCH CHildren and family 
ministries exPanding CHUrCH 
engagement initiative

9 ����������david bUrCH named CHUrCH 
engagement strategist

9 ����������“steWards of CHildren” 
training available to CHUrCHes

10 ��������national adoPtion montH

10 ��������HelP CHildren find a “forever 
family”

11 ��������every CHild deserves a PlaCe to 
Call Home

12 ��������oUr adoPtion stories

Ministries

“MBCH is committed to serving God by responding to the needs of 
children, youth and families to make a lasting difference in their lives.”
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President’s Update

It has been a whirlwind of activity in and around 
MBCH since our last Messenger was published. 
Some of the exciting things that have happened – 

and are continuing to happen – include:
1. Summer camp and our retreat for the clients 

in pregnancy services.
2. Providing trainers for the camp sponsored by 

New Hope Ukraine.
3. Working on the conference for the staff and 

children of the children’s homes in Moldova.
4. Reaccreditation of MBCH Children and 

Family Ministries.
5. Accreditation of The LIGHT House.
6. Beginning the implementation of our church 

engagement initiative.
Allow me to expand a little on some of these.

By the time you read this, we will have completed our summer 
camp for our children and youth held at Baptist Hill near Mount 
Vernon. We appreciate so much the way many of you support 

our camp by providing scholarships, by volunteering, and especially 
for praying for a great week. Not only do individuals help provide 
this support, but there have been a variety of activities reported to us 
regarding how churches and groups have been creative in helping to 
raise funds for camp. 

For example, the VBS director for First Baptist Church, Licking, 
sent a gift with the following note:

“I am the VBS director for First Baptist Church in Licking, MO and 
we had a penny contest . . . boys vs. girls. The kids really had fun seeing whose 
bucket had the most. It went back and forth, but I told them the real winners 
were the kids at MBCH who were in need. The kids were happy about that 
so here is a check for what they raised. Thanks for all you do.” 

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Lebanon, sent the following note with 
its gift:

“Last year our youth held a taco dinner to raise money for the Home’s 
children to go to camp. They wanted to have a fundraiser again this year, 
so they had a spaghetti dinner and we are sending you a check for $442.50 
to be used for children who want to go to camp this summer.”

There were many other groups who did some creative activities 
to raise money to help cover the costs of camp. Thanks to everyone for 
your part in making camp a successful experience for the children and 
youth we are privileged to serve.

We also greatly appreciate your support of the retreat held in 
Branson for our pregnancy services clients and are very grateful to the 
Sight and Sound Theatre for its generous donation in making it possible 
for the girls to attend its production of Samson.

Also, by the time you read this, the two staff we sent to New Hope 
Ukraine’s camp will have returned and we will be finalizing 
the planning for two others (one board member and one 

staff member) to travel to Moldova in August to assist with a camp/
conference there. We are honored and blessed to be able to share the 
expertise of our staff and board members with those in Ukraine and 
Moldova as they minister to children and families.

MbCh Ch i ldr en an d Family M inistr ies 
a n d  T h e  L I G H T  H o u s e  h a v e  b o t h 
received notification from the Council on 

Accreditation that each one has been accredited 
(reaccredited for MBCH Children and Family 
Ministries and the first time for The LIGHT House). 
This is a significant achievement and indicates both 
agencies’ desires to provide the best possible services 
to children and families by adhering to best practices 
in the industry. We are blessed to be able to provide 
top quality professional services within the context 
of our Christian faith and values.

An element of our strategic plan is to partner 
with the churches and the communities to support 
children and families in their local areas. We have 

been referring to this as “church engagement” and I am pleased 
to announce David Burch has accepted the position of Church 
Engagement Strategist to help lead us in this initiative. He has been 
serving as a regional vice president and will assume his new duties the 
first part of September. You will find more about this in other pages in 
this edition of the Messenger.

By the time you read this, we will have reported to our board in its 
July meeting that so far this year, MBCH facilitated 71 permanencies, 
broken down as follows:

• Reunifications – 27
• Guardianships – 11
• Adoptions – 33
We thank the Lord that we were able to impact the lives of these 71 

children in either returning home or finding a new “forever” home. You 
were a key to this happening, so thank you for your partnership with us.

We have been very blessed to have had some couples join our 
staff as residential specialists, and are always looking for 
others who sense God’s call to serve Him as missionaries 

right here in Missouri. This position has eternal impact on the lives of 
the children in the therapeutic group homes and we would encourage 
those who would have an interest in finding out more to contact our 
human resources department at 1-800-264-6224.

As always, I thank you for your faithfulness in your prayers and 
financial support and encourage you to continue to be an advocate 
for children and families in your home communities. It takes all of us 
joining hands together under the leadership and Lordship of our Savior 
to make a lasting difference in the lives of children, youth, and families. 
And together, we are impacting the lives of many for Him.

May He receive all the honor and glory.

Russell L. Martin, President
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Robbi Haynes Retires
Robbi Hay nes, Program Director at 

MBCH Children and Family Ministries, has 
announced her retirement effective August 31. 
Robbi has been with the agency for more than 
20 years and has served in a number of different 
capacities. She also served on the MBCH Board 
of Trustees before she became an employee.  

Since joining the staff, Robbi has been 
involved in direct work by completing home 

studies, training foster parents and supervising adoption placements. 
She supervised Family Resource Development (FRD) through the 
Springfield Office. She has served as Recruitment and Marketing 
Director, and most recently has been the Statewide Family Resource 
and Development Program Director. In addition to her responsibilities 
in FRD, Robbi has coordinated the preparation of responses to RFP’s 
(request for proposal) for state contracts. 

Robbi has always had a vision for how churches could be involved 
in helping MBCH fulfill its mission. She started a program to help 
churches learn how they could recruit and support foster parents in their 
congregations. Robbi has also served as the facilitator of the Church 
Engagement team that has met on a regular basis for a year and a half. 

Robbi’s contacts with many Missouri Baptist Convention churches 
have also been a major contribution to the work of MBCH. She has 
done an excellent job of educating churches about who MBCH is and 
how we can partner together to serve children and families by attending 
countless conventions, and speaking at churches, women’s meetings 
and training events.

News
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We hate to see Robbi go and will greatly miss her expertise, 
experience and influence; however, the contributions she has made 
will be felt for many years to come. We say “thank you” to Robbi for her 
many years of service to the agency and to the Lord. Congratulations 
to her on a job amazingly well done!!

Caroline Charlton Named New 
Southwest Program Director

Carol ine Charlton has accepted the 
position of Southwest Program Director at 
M BCH Children and Family Ministries.  
Ca rol i ne w i l l oversee Fa m i ly R esou rce 
Development and Family Foster Care in 
Joplin and Springfield. She will also serve as 
the Statewide Family Resource Development 
Director, as well as oversee Treatment Foster 
Care in Joplin.

Caroline has been serving as the Lead Supervisor at the Joplin 
Office in both Family Resource Development and Family Foster Care 
and has done a superb job. She came to MBCH in 2012 with several 
years of experience in providing direct services and supervision at a 
child welfare agency in Kansas. Caroline has an extensive network 
of both private and public agency staff within the southwest region, 
and has an excellent reputation that will serve her well in her new role. 

Caroline says, “I see this position as a service to our staff and the 
community. Even though I manage people, I believe that I serve them. 
A huge part of my job is trying to create an atmosphere for our staff so 
that they are able to make a difference while serving out God’s plan 
for families.”

Byrne Campus Held Together by Friendships

The byrne Campus in Peculiar has two separate programs, two separate houses but one 
very strong bond between them. Country Haven is a home for adult men and women with 
developmental disabilities. Gephardt is the Therapeutic Group Home for boys ages 6-21. 

The houses are 100 yards apart but it’s not uncommon for adults and kids to be seen playing 
basketball together, walking the track, fixing bikes or just sitting at the picnic table laughing. When 
the adults get home from work they will frequently call over to the boys house to see if one of their 
“friends” can play. The relationships that have been built and continue to be built are an amazing 
sight to be seen.The teenage boys jump to volunteer to do different things to help the adults. They 
have helped paint rooms, frequently take the trash out or as seen more often they just knock on 
the door to Country Haven to see if one of their friends can come out to play. Just this past week as 

I sat in a meeting at Country Haven I heard a knock on the door, one of the staff went to answer the door and all I could hear was “can he come 
out and play?” It brings joy to the heart to see/hear the love they have for one another.

Birthdays and holidays are filled with laughter as both houses join together to celebrate. Not 
because they have to do them together but rather because they invite each other. Wii bowling is a 
favorite competition, however they also love to have chili cook-offs between the houses as well as 
outings to arena football games (two clients were asked to be water boys), royals games, and trips 
to the park. Sunday afternoons are another favorite as many of them will join together in the living 
room to watch the KC Chiefs games.

It’s a joy to see in todays times that there is a small group of people that can see the good in 
each other and build one anther up. There may be two different programs and two different homes 
but the Byrne Campus is made up of one strong family. 



Several Women’s Ministry groups helped 
us minister to them by providing meals and a 
presentation called Faith vs Fear. We are so 
grateful to Skyline Baptist Church, Purcell 
Baptist Church, FBC - Marshall and Sight and 
Sound Theatre for making this a very special, 
yet focused ministry opportunity to these 
young mothers and mothers to be.

We are asking the Lord to greatly magnify 
Himself to the girls and praying that if they do 
not know Him, they will open their hearts to 
Him. Please pray for the young mothers and the 
MBCH staff as they translate the lessons they 
learned at the Retreat into their lives.

How Can We Serve You?
Please know that it would be my privilege to serve your Women’s 

Ministr y Team w ith a training event in your area, church or 
Association. If you are looking for a speaker for an event, conference or 
retreat, I would love to come and share with you. I love opportunities 
to serve churches in our State as your Women’s Ministry Specialist and 
look forward to hearing from you.

News
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Wanda Shellenbarger 
Women’s Ministry 

Specialist

Women’s Ministry Update:
WOW! Amazing! Wonderful! 

Impacting! Powerful messages! 
Tremendous Worship! Those were 
words and phrases heard over and 
over again after the recent Women’s 
Ministry Training Clinic and Beth 
Moore Event in Columbia, MO, 
July 12-14.

We were so blessed to have 
women f rom a rou nd t he State 
travel many miles to be a part of 
the Training Clinic conducted. 
It was a precious group of women 
who have tremendous hearts for ministry and were seeking guidance, 
help and support in ministering to women in their church and in their 
communities.

We are praying for these women as they have returned to their 
churches and mission fields to put feet to action in reaching and 
teaching the women and girls that the Lord places in their paths. 

Beth Moore LPL Event
The Beth Moore event was a tremendous 

t ime f ul l of great t imes of worship and 
teaching from the Word of God. The theme 
was TAKING AIM!

Beth addressed 10 Spiritual Fitness 
Resolutions from various scriptures focusing 
upon the fiery darts that are thrown at us and 
the issue of the fiery darts we are sometimes 

guilty of throwing at others with our words. There were many, many 
decisions made for the Lord during the event.

We were excited to have 
a booth for M issouri Baptist 
C h i ld r e n’s  Home Wome n’s 
Ministry at the event and made 
many new friends and hugged 
the necks of old fr iends. The 
responses of the women who 
are just now putting MBCH and 
Women’s Ministry together, were 
so precious. We LOVE being able 
to share the ministries the Lord 
has entrusted to MBCH to minister in so many ways to children, youth, 
women and families!

Will You Pray?
We covet your prayers for the young women in our Pregnancy 

Services ministries. In early August we held a retreat for these young 
women in Branson, MO. Our theme scripture was “The fear of the 
LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.” Proverbs 9:10. We conducted parenting classes, took 
them to see Samson at Sight and Sound Theatre, and used crafts to 
reinforce the teachings that they can take home with them.

Wanda Shellenbarger, Women’s 
Specialist teaches a breakout 

session at the Women’s Ministry 
Training Clinic.

Pam Melton, Beverly Neal, Wanda 
Shellenbarger, Irene Hurt and 

Carol Tatman in the MBCH booth



5K4Kids
Benefit Run for Foster Kids and 

Families

Saturday September 8, 2018
T.B. Hanna Station Park

(aka Farmer’s Market Park)
214 S. Washington St., Raymore, MO 64803

5K 4Kids Race: 8:00 am - 10:00 am
Timed by: Raceday Timing Solutions

Registration
http://runsignup.com/5k4kids 

Adults 18 and up $30
Kids 17 and under $12

*$6 for kids 17 and under, $15 for Foster Families with foster family coupon code 
(call Joann at 816-898-1094 for coupon code)*

( After Aug. 9 No guarantee of event t-shirt)
On-Site Registration: 7:00 am - 8:00 am

Packet Pick- Up: Sep. 7 | 4-7 pm | First Baptist Church Raymore
(116 S. Washington Street, Raymore, MO 64803)

Packet Includes: Swag Bag, Custom T-Shirt & Race Bib

Prizes for Finishers:
Youth (17 and under): 1st & 2nd| Adult (18 and up): 1st & 2nd 

For More Information Contact Joann Britt at:
joann.britt@mbch.org | 816-898-1094

Register Now!

www.mbch.org

Presented By: 
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home



Missouri Baptist Children’s Home Presents:

Apple Festival 
2018

Saturday September 8th, 2018
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

First Baptist Church Raymore
58 Highway & South Washington Street

Please Join Us for:
Handmade Quilt & Craft Auction

Handmade Craft Vendors
Fun & Free Children’s Area
Delicious Food Including:

Breakfast, Lunch & A Variety of Apple Treats
Live Christian Entertainment

and More!

www.mbch.org        1-800-264-6224



We have also learned that having adults in their lives 
who show them the love of Jesus Christ begins to reduce 
the effects of the trauma they have experienced and that 
helps improve their chances of academic success.

I know you care deeply about the hurting children 
and youth of our state. That is why I am asking you to 
prayerfully consider what you can do to help the children. 
Will you help them know the joy of starting school with 
all the tools they need to succeed because they have the 
Christ-like love of friends like you behind them each step 
of the way?

In the past year, MBCH has helped 207 children find 
“forever homes.” That stability will improve their chances 
for success in school. We have had many children achieve 
things in school they would never have thought possible.

Regina, a client in our Transitional Living Program, 
completed high school last year and is now in college. Jason, 
a resident in one of our Therapeutic Group Homes, was 
named “Student of the Month” in his middle school class 
in May. Rebecca is a 14-year-old resident of the human 
trafficking rescue program and made the honor roll at 
school in the Spring after not being in school consistently 
over the previous few years. These are just a few examples 
of the success you helped our children achieve.

Will all of our kids become successes in school? 
Probably not. But I do know that all will receive love and 
encouragement. I do know that through the ministries of 
MBCH all will be introduced to the life-changing love of 
Jesus Christ. I do know that, with your help, we will do 
everything possible to prepare them all for the next step 
in their lives. I do know that they all will have a better 
opportunity to succeed in life because of the impact you 
help us make on their lives.

“Does my gift really make a difference?” Hundreds of 
children would shout “YES!” 

You have the opportunity to make that difference now. 
I pray that you will be able to send a generous gift today 
and invest in the future of a child.

  Blessings,

  Russell L. Martin
  President

P.S. Thank you for keeping our children, staff and 
teachers in your prayers as they begin this new school year. 
Please mail your gift to Missouri Baptist Children’s Home, 
11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. You 
can also make your gift on-line by going to www.mbch.org,  
clicking on the “Donate Now” button and selecting “Back 
to School” as the gift designation. 

Dear Friends,
This is the time of year when our staff and foster 

parents are preparing the children and youth in our care 
for the new school year. That sounds like a routine process, 
but for most of these kids, it is far from routine.

Going back to school is a traumatic time for our 
children. Everything is new and unfamiliar. The things 
that have happened to them in the past – coupled with the 
additional trauma of new and unfamiliar schools – make 
going back to school a very difficult time. As a result of the 
sudden and dramatic changes in their lives – due to the 
traumas suffered within their homes before placement, 
and from the trauma that placement into a group home 
or foster home brings as well – many of our children have 
great difficulty in adjusting to school, both academically 
and behaviorally.

National statistics show that, on average, by the time 
youth in foster care reach their junior year in high school, 
more than a third will have switched schools at least five 
times! The consequences of these changes are significant. 
With each move, students lose an estimated 4-6 months of 
academic progress. The chances of youth in the “system” 
finishing high school by age 18 are roughly fifty percent. 
The odds of their going on to college are only twenty 
percent and less than ten percent obtain a bachelor’s 
degree!

As disturbing as those statistics are, they also provide 
reason for hope. Experience working with hundreds of 
children in our therapeutic group homes, family foster 
homes and treatment foster homes has shown us that if 
we can help these students achieve a greater degree of 
academic success, their feeling of self-worth grows and 
that often filters down to many other aspects of their lives.

Children and 
teenagers 
from all of 

our programs 
will be going 

back to 
school. With 

your help, 
we will do 

everything 
possible to 

prepare them 
for the next 
step in their 

lives.

help Give the Children and youth at mbCh a 
better ChanCe to suCCeed in sChool



MbCh has always looked to the local church for support in our 
work, as we seek to fulfill our mission of ministry to children, 
youth, and families to make a lasting difference in their lives. 

Missouri churches have made contributions to our ministry over the 
years that have made all the difference in the world for those we serve. 
We are excited to see these connections continue and be strengthened 
in the days ahead as we launch intentional efforts to reach out to 
Missouri churches.

We would love to talk with your church or Association about 
how MBCH could come alongside your local ministry and assist 
in equipping those who serve in ministries to children, youth, and 
families. We want to engage with the church to see local church 
ministries increase their ministry effectiveness.

MBCH has expertise in understanding families who have 
experienced various kinds of trauma and face the harsh realities of being 
at-risk for being broken apart. We also specialize in understanding how 
to minister to children and youth who are having a hard time dealing 
with their challenging life circumstances. Your church may be engaged 
now in ministry to people in some very hard life circumstances, and if 
so, could potentially benefit from training or consulting.

Here are some examples of ways MBCH and churches could work 
together in ministry:

• Your church may have families that have chosen to minister 
through foster care or adoption and MBCH could assist in the 
development of support ministries within your church to these 
families. 

•  Your church may have grandparents or other relatives who have 
taken children into their homes to parent and these families 
could benefit from specialized training or support ministries 
within your church. 

• Your discipleship ministries may need opportunities to move 
people beyond classroom teaching and gain opportunities to 
engage with hands on ministry for at risk children, youth and 
families right in your community. 

MBCH would love to not only assist with training and equipping, 
but also assist in connecting your church with opportunities for a 
variety of engagement opportunities that promote discipleship and 
offer your church a chance to be Jesus to those around you. Our church 
engagement initiative seeks to find out how MBCH can best support 
local church ministries and desires to ask your church how we can help 
equip your church to better minister to children, youth, and families, 
and how can we work together to minister to at risk families in your 
community?

MbCh has named David Burch as 
our new Church Engagement 
Strategist. David has worked 

in our ministry for nearly 18 years and 
has served in a variety of roles. Most 
recently he has served for 5 years as 
Regional Vice President overseeing 
programming in the Western part of the 
state. He is a graduate of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary with a 
Masters in Christian Education and 
a Masters in Marriage and Family 
Counseling.

David is uniquely qualified for this role with experience in the 
programming of MBCH and a solid understanding of church ministry, 
having served churches as youth minister, associate pastor, and pastor. 
He has been married to his wife Julie for 27 years and they have two 
children Joshua and Katie. David and Julie are members of Second 
Baptist Church in Springfield where they currently teach a young 
married class. 

If you have interest in our new church engagement initiative, you 
can contact David through email at david.burch@mbch.org. He can 
be reached by phone at 417-831-2342. 

Ministry
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MBCH Children and Family Ministries 
Expanding Church Engagement Initiative

“Stewards of Children” Training 
Available for Churches

The numbers are staggering:
• 1 in 10 children will be sexually 

abused before age 18
• 60% of child sexual abuse 

victims 
never tell anyone

• 90% of victims know their abuser
We all want to protect, to prevent, childhood 

sexual abuse. To do that, we need to learn to 
recognize the abuse and react responsibly. One program 
of MBCH’s Church Engagement Iniative assists churches 
in dealing with this problem.

Through a grant from the Children’s Trust Fund 
of Missouri, MBCH is able to offer Darkness to 
Light’s childhood sex abuse prevention training, 
“Stewards of Children” to church groups at no 
charge. The training can be used by churches 
to help the congregation understand why 
child protection policies are necessary 
and/or as an outreach to your community.

If you are interested in offering this 
training in your church or want more information, 
please contact Trisha Crow at 314-739-6811 or 
trisha.crow@mbch.org.



National Adoption Month
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Prepare to Promote National 
Adoption Month

November offers several occasions for focusing on some of the 
most vulnerable children in our society.

Orphan Sunday, November 11, brings attention to the plight of 
orphans both in this country and worldwide. National Adoption Day 
will be celebrated in courtrooms all across America on November 17. 

Every child deserves to grow up in a safe, loving home. Whether 
you have considered adoption for your family or know friends and 
families who are adopting, it is important that we all pray for the 
families and children in the foster care system who desperately need 
the love of a forever family.

Your prayers and investments in the ministries of MBCH are 
crucial as we strive to provide permanency for hundreds of children 
and teenagers.

Help Children Find a “Forever Family”
By Robbi Haynes, Program Director

Adoption is defined as “the permanent, legal transfer of parental 
rights and responsibilities from a child’s birth parents to the 
adoptive parents.” The best candidates for adoption aren’t 

“perfect people”, but everyday people with real lives full of ups and 
downs. Adoptive parents don’t have to be of the same race or have the 
same ethnic background as the child they adopt. They don’t have to 
have a fancy home or lots of money. If you have lots of love to give and 
want to provide a safe, stable and nurturing environment for a child, 
you are probably the kind of person who adopts.

The cost for private and international adoptions can range from 
a few thousand dollars to tens of thousands. However, adopting a 
child who is in the custody of the state can have little or no cost to 
the adoptive family. Subsidies are even available to provide medical 
coverage and a financial stipend to the adoptive family until the child 
is eighteen years of age.

In Missouri, there are approximately 2,600 children available 
for adoption through foster care. The average age of a child being 
adopted from the foster care system is eight years old and there are 
equal numbers of boys and girls awaiting an adoption. While the 
majority of these children are Caucasian, there are children of every 
ethnicity who need a family.

While there are Children of every age who need a family, there 
is a particular need for families who are willing to adopt older 
children. Each year many of the children in state custody 

exit foster care without an adoptive family. For those young adults, it 
means no family to visit on holidays, no grandparents to introduce their 
children to and no extended support system. Many of them have not 
learned the skills needed to become productive adults such as holding 
a job, balancing a checkbook, preparing meals and doing laundry. An 
adoptive family cannot only teach them these skills, but can provide 
love and support as they transition to adulthood.

There is also a significant need for families willing to adopt sibling 
groups. Many times, for the children who enter state custody, their 

sibling relationship is the most stable one they have ever had. It can be 
vitally important that these children are able to be placed in the same 
adoptive home so the sibling relationship can remain intact.

Sharing your life with a child can be the most rewarding journey 
you will ever take. The changes in a child who has come from a life of 
abuse or neglect who gets to experience the security and nurturing 
provided by an adoptive family can be miraculous. It is pure joy to 
witness a child who was fearful of adults learn to love hugs and snuggles.

The first step to prepare for the adoption of a child in state custody 
is to become a licensed foster parent. This is provided at no 
cost through the state as well as many private agencies. To be a 

licensed foster parent in Missouri you may be single or married, must be 
at least 21 years of age and complete the training and licensing process. 

During the training and licensing process, you will be taught about 
the children in care, coping with the grief and loss issues of a child, the 
importance of structure and discipline and how to work with the foster 
care system. All foster parents are able to indicate what age and gender 
they feel would best fit their family. For more information please call 
MBCH Children and Family Ministries (800) 264-6224.



 National Adoption Month
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Dalton
Dalton is a 14 year old boy who needs 

a forever home. He has a diagnosis of 
Autism Spectrum Disorder and possible 
developmental delays. He is extremely nice 
and polite with very good manners. He is 
somewhat of a people pleaser – although a 
bit awkward. Dalton speaks in a very book-
like manner. He is helpful around the house 
and enjoys outdoor activities, such as riding 
his bike, gardening and swimming. He also enjoys reading, listening 
to music and watching TV.

Dalton has a smile that can light up the room and can be very 
entertaining. He has had no issues of aggressive behaviors toward 
others and has done well with other children in the home. Dalton would 
do best where he can get more attention, so a smaller family structure 
would be beneficial to him. Dalton needs a patient and loving adoptive 
family who will stick with him and is willing to help him work through 
his difficulties.

Adrian “AJ”
AJ is a fun loving boy who is all boy 

and looking for his forever home. He is the 
youngest of four with two adult sisters and 
one adult brother. AJ’s foster mom describes 
him as a loving and very bright boy who 
loves school and does well in math! He is 
doing well in school and loves to play sports, 
especially basketball. His favorite sports 
team is the Golden State Warriors and is 
very proud that they won the NBA finals this year. He is also a fan of 
the Kansas City Royals and Chiefs.

AJ enjoys social events such as family gatherings, picnics, 
barbeques and attending church. He likes helping others, playing 
outside, and playing games (card, board, or electronic). He appreciates 
when someone takes the time to play with him and would love to go on 
a fishing trip.  AJ isn’t a picky eater and says he likes anything except 
broccoli!

AJ has experienced several traumas throughout his young life and 
is continuing to work on finding better ways to handle his frustrations. 
His family will need to be open to on-going community supports 
such as counseling. Additionally, his family will need to have a strong 
support network that includes patience and understanding of the 
impact of child abuse and neglect can have on development.

Goals of National Adoption 
Month
• Finalize adoptions from foster care in all 50 states

• Celebrate and honor families who adopt

• Raise awareness of the more than 100,000 children 
in foster care waiting for permanent, loving homes

• Encourage others to adopt children from foster 
care

• Build collaboration among local adoption 
agencies, courts and advocacy organizations



Our Adoption Story

Our son teddy was born on March 8, 2017. His father, Sam and I did not meet him until 
25 days later. Looking back now, we can see God’s undeniable love for us all the way 
through our story.

Just a week pr ior to Teddy’s bir th I 
convinced my husband to purchase a crib and 
paint the walls of our extra bedroom a neutral 
yellow color. I had previously bought an infant 
car seat “just in case” we received a call for a 
baby. I didn’t want to be unprepared. We had 
been fostering for 3 years at that point.

It seemed crazy at the time to be preparing 
for a child that wasn’t here yet, but I had a 
conversation with a close friend that kept 
playing over in my mind. She had asked me, 
“do you really want to have children?” Needless 
to say, I replied “yes!” “Then it will happen” she said, with certainty. “God already knows your 
deepest desires. Trust in him”.

So I prayed over that room and asked God to be with the child who would be sleeping there 
at some point in the future. Not even a month later, we received a phone call while in church. 
What was supposed to be a temporary placement turned into forever. It’s almost unbelievable 
how perfectly and completely God works everything for good for those who love and trust in him.

The waiting is not easy, in our case it was the hardest part. After 15 joyful months of 
watching this little boy grow from an infant to a toddler, he officially became our son on 
June 29, 2018. 

Room in Her Heart
It started three years ago with a phone 

call. Linda answered the phone to hear “we 
have a sibling group of three – all under the 
age of 3. One of them has some medical 
issues that will need to be monitored. Can 
you take them?” Linda had been fostering 
children for a couple of years and currently 
had no placements in her home. She made the 
decision that she had room in her home and 
her heart for these little ones.

Even though they were very young, all 
three had experienced a great deal of trauma. 
Linda stayed committed to these children 
and their journey. After many starts and stops 
and ups and downs – the decision was made 
that adoption was in the best interest of the 
children.  These children were able to remain 
together as siblings and were recently adopted 
by Linda.

National Adoption Month
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Our Children’s Christmas List

Items are needed by December 9 
(Unwrapped, Please!)

Items Can Be Sent to: MBCH Campus Store, 
11300 St. Charles Rock Rd., Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

For more information call 1-800-264-6224 
and ask for Kathy Crawley or Flo Anderson.

Adult coloring books 
Markers/Colored pen sets

Arts/crafts for all ages through adult
Axe colone gift sets
Backpacks
Basketballs/nerf balls
Bath and body sets
Bath towels
Black hair care products- no aerosols
Camel-Bak water bottles
CD’S- Baby Einstein
Christian CD’S including Christian rock
DVD’S- G to PG 13
Educational toys babies birth to 2
Fidget spinners
Lego sets
Model cars/planes/etc.
MP3 players with ear buds
Non-toxic glue/paints
Paw Patch Items
Race tracks and cars
Remote control cars/batteries
Ride-on toys

Sketch pads/drawing pencils 
Canvases/paint sets

Teen/Young adult devotional books
Transformers/action figures
Twin Sheets
Twin Comforters
Wal-Mart gift cards (our teens love these)
Weighted blankets
Christmas Gift Bags (M, LG, X-LG)
Purses - Teens and Young Adult
Fleece Blankets - Kids/Adults, Male and 

Female
Cozy Covers for car seats

Clothing Items:
Baby Sleepers - Newborn to 18 months
Outfits - Toddler Size - 2T-4T, 6
Pajamas - boys/girls - sizes 5/6, 7/8. 

10/12. boys 14/16, mens sleep pants 
small, medium, large, x-large, 2x

Christmas planning is already  
underway at Missouri Baptist Children’s 
Home. Lists are being made in the hopes 
of making this the best Christmas season 
ever for our children and youth.

Our children come from lives of 
chaos, not calm; violence, not peace. 
Their lives have been filled with neglect, 
abuse, anger, betrayal and despair. Each 
year we work hard to make Christmas 
a wonderful experience for the children 
in our care. For many, this Christmas 
will be the FIRST time they’ve heard the 
Christmas Story. The holiday memories 
and traditions experienced at MBCH 
this year may be the only ones they have 
ever had.

You can help us make the holiday 
season special by providing Christmas 
presents for our children. The following 
“wish list” details many of the items we 
need to make this Christmas memorable.

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home has 
3 campuses and 4 offices across the state 
of Missouri. We serve approximately 90 
children at any one time on our campuses. 
We also work with the infants of the mothers 
in our Pregnancy Services programs and 
with more than 800 children of all ages in 
our foster/adoptive programs. The ages 
of the children in our residential program 
range from 6 to 21, however, the majority of 
our children are 11-18. 

 Support
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The LIGHT House
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The LIGHT House 
Celebrates COA 
Accreditation

A s you w i l l  read elsewhere i n t h is 
Messenger, in late May The LIGHT House 
received notice of accreditation for the first 
time in LIGHT House history! It was a priority 
for staff and board members to get together 
to celebrate this amazing achievement. Staff, 
board members and even a few clients gathered 
in late June for some delicious BBQ , cake and 
a time of fellowship.

Accred itat ion cou ld not have been 
achieved without the support of the board and 
the staff members. “Team work was an integral 
part of this accomplishment and I could not be 
any prouder of The LIGHT House team,” said 
Julie Ball, Program Director.

Mother’s Day at the Maternity Home
By: Andrea McAdam, Maternity Home Manager

The mothers at the Maternity Home received 
beautiful baskets on Mother’s Day. The baskets held 
many items including: lotion, body spray, toiletries, 
hair accessories and a handmade card. The mothers 
enjoyed opening the gifts and were very appreciative 
of all the items.

A special thanks to Evelyn and the MOPs group 
from the Linden Baptist Church who organized and 
purchased all of the items; they even spent one of their 
monthly meetings putting the baskets together.

I had the privilege to speak with the MOPs group 
and collect the baskets; the ladies were amazed at the 
amount of items donated and were excited to piece the 
baskets together!

Outreach Expansion
We are excited to announce that The LIGHT House Outreach program is expanding!  

Starting in August, the LIGHT House will be offering an additional Parenting Education 
Program for those parenting children from birth through adolescence! This seven week STEP 
parenting course will be offered twice a week; Wednesday afternoon & Thursday evening.  
Those attending the classes will be offered pre- and post-testing, home safety checks and a 
participation report. We are thrilled to be able to reach more families in our community and 
to bring quality education to those in need!

 Additionally, an educational and support group for fathers has been added  to our existing 
Outreach program. Every other week David Broxterman from The LIGHT House staff meets 
with the fathers in the group for a breakout session. This time allows for connection and relevant 
parenting topic discussion.  We are excited to have this opportunity to holistically serve the 
entire family unit through this expansion to our Tuesday evening program.

Celebration of Life
Program Director, Julie Ball, joined the 

women of Immanuel and Rockwood Baptist 
churches (Independence, MO) for a baby 
shower on July 12, 2018. The groups collected 
baby supplies and blessed The LIGHT House 
with a full car load of items. The women 
learned more about the services offered by The 
LIGHT House and celebrated life with cake!



Maternity Home Repairs
The interior of the Maternity Home received 

some great care this spring! We had several ceiling 
patches and drywall repair work done in most rooms 
of the house. The rooms were all painted varying 
shades of gray to give this beautiful home a modern 
touch! There were some other handyman repairs 
completed including: faucets replaced, light sockets 
repaired, blinds replaced, and other various tasks.

Thank you to Jason Phelps and his crew for 
working so hard on the Maternity Home repairs. 
Jason is a Pastor of Watershed Church. He is married 
with two young daughters, and he still finds time 
and f lexibility to meet the ever-growing needs of 
the house!
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The LIGHT House

LIGHT House Needs List
Gift Cards for: Target, Walmart, Starbucks, Sonic, 

McDonalds, QuikTrip, Subway, Chipotle, local 
pedicure places

Baby Wash, Lotion, Baby Wipes
Formula & Bottles
Diapers sizes 3, 4, 5 & 6
New or Gently Used Clothing (Newborn to 5T)
Onesies

New Car Seats –Carrier, Convertible & Booster
Toiletries for Parents (shampoo, lotion, deodorant, 

ethnic hair products)
Nail sets & Nail polish
Body Wash sets
Hand sanitizer
Body poufs

Children’s Trust 
Fund of Missouri 
Renews Grants

The LIGHT House receives grant support 
from the Children’s Trust Fund (CTF) to 
provide funds for parenting education that helps 
prevent child abuse.  Those funds help build 
stronger families.  The parenting education 
has been well received by the mothers in the 
Outreach program.  They are engaged with the 
material and have lively conversations about 
what they’ve learned.  They show a desire 
to learn and grow in the parenting abilities.  
One mother said, “It helped me with ideas on 
helping the kids manage their behavior and 
setting rules that are age appropriate.”

CTF is able to provide this assistance 
due to the dedicated fees on marriage licenses 
and vital records and sales of the specialty 
CTF license plate among other sources.  If 
you are interested in purchasing a specialty 
license plate to support child abuse prevention 
programs, visit www.ctf4kids.org or your local 
DMV office.



Help Continue the Excellence of The LIGHT House
Dear Friends,

It is official!! The LIGHT House is now fully accredited by 
the Council on Accreditation (COA). Our staff, led by Julie Ball, 
spent months conducting a “self-study” and responding to all of the 
standards specified by COA. They then had a representative of COA 
visit the maternity home and the offices of The LIGHT House to 
do an inspection of facilities, records, policies and procedures and 
interview staff, Board members, clients and others. 

This is the first time The LIGHT House pursued accreditation. 
We are pleased to have been recognized as an agency that provides 
services to all our clients that meet the highest performance 
standards. In the notification of our accreditation, Richard Klarberg, 
the president and CEO of COA stated, “you should all take enormous delight to be a part of COA’s Community of 
Excellence.”

We have always believed that we provide outstanding services to the young ladies and babies who need our care, 
but we now have an outside, objective verification that we do indeed offer the very best. 

I am also happy to announce that we are adding an exciting new program to our array of services. The LIGHT House 
is expanding its ministry by providing services to fathers. We are developing classes and related activities just for them. 
We want to encourage them to take their role seriously and help them to be the father their children need them to be.

We are also working on ways to expand our Outreach Program. It is vital that we provide support to the young 
ladies who have made the wonderful decision to give birth and be the best mother possible to their baby. We cannot 
abandon them once the baby is born. 

Of course, moving forward with new programs is an expensive proposition. Maintaining the highest standards 
also requires serious investment. But we believe that God expects us to provide the very best because He sent His very 
best – His Son – to us.

I want to extend my thanks to those who gave birth to The LIGHT House more than thirty years ago and to those 
who have sustained it through the years with your prayers and financial support. The LIGHT House has always relied 
on the commitment and support of individuals like you – people who believe in the sanctity of life; people who believe 
that these young mothers and their babies are loved by the Heavenly Father; people who know that God has blessed 
them so that they can, in turn, bless others.

Your investment in the ministries of The LIGHT House helps us provide a place for girls who made some bad 
decisions in the past but want to make the wonderful decision to provide life for their babies. Your investment will give 
them hope for tomorrow. Now, our girls need you to repeat – or even increase – your investment in life. Will you help 
us build an even greater LIGHT House ministry as we move forward?

Over the next several weeks, some of our girls will be returning to high school. Others are making plans for college 
or technical schools so they can build a good life for their babies. Still others are pursuing jobs and housing beyond The 
LIGHT House. Because of our ministry, they are building a solid foundation in their own lives.

A couple of years ago one of our young ladies gave birth to a little girl she named “Grace.” I still remember her 
comment that “If it wasn’t for Grace, I’d probably be dead or in juvenile detention. I don’t know where I’d be right now 
if I hadn’t come to The LIGHT House.” When she said “if it wasn’t for Grace…,” she was, of course, talking about her 
daughter. I know, however that it was the grace of God – working through people like you – that made the real difference.

Will you show that grace to our mothers and babies today? Will you help us continue to save the lives of the unborn 
and provide the promise of a new life for young mothers?

Your gift can change their lives for all eternity.
      Blessings,

      Russell Martin, President
P.S. You can make your gift on-line by going to www.lighthousekc.org. Just click on the “Donate Now” 

button and select “LIGHT House Summer Appeal” as the gift designation. You can also send your gift payable to 
The LIGHT House, 11300 St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044..

“The LIGHT 

House is 

committed 

to serving 

God by 

responding 

to the needs 

of children, 

youth, and 

families to 

ensure all 

Life Is Given 

Hope for 

Tomorrow.”
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Saturday October 20th, 2018
Rutledge-Wilson Family Park

3825 W. Farm Rd. 146, Springfield, MO 65807
On-Site Registration: 7:00am-8:00am

4Miles4Kids
10k & 15k Race: 8:00 am

4Mile Race: 8:30 am
Family Fun Run/Walk: 9:00 am

To be Timed by: Ozark Racing Systems

Registration:
https://tinyurl.com/mbch-4Miles4kids

(*Adult is 18 and older, Youth is 17 and younger)
15K - $40 Adult, $15 Youth
10K - $35 Adult, $15 Youth

4Miles - $30 Adults, $15 Youth
Family Fun Run/Walk - $20 per family

Foster Family discount with coupon code: $15 Adult & $6 Youth (Call Joann Britt at 816-898-1094) 
*Race shirt(s) not included with Family Package; option to purchase during online registration*

(After Sept. 21st No guarantee of event t-shirt)
12 and under must be accompanied by an adult

Packet Pick-Up: Oct. 19 4-7pm - Greene County Baptist Association Office
(834 W. Battlefield Rd. Springfield, MO 65807)
Packet Includes: Swag Bag, Tek Shirt, Race Bib

Prizes for Finishers:
Youth: 1st, 2nd, & 3rd - Adult: 1st, 2nd & 3rd

For More Information Contact Joann Britt at:
joann.britt@mbch.org | 816-898-1094 www.mbch.org



A great crowd enjoyed the 2018 Strawberry Festival at First Baptist Church, Arnold. 
Beautiful donated quilts and crafts continued to be feature items at the Festival and 

craft vendors filled the gymnasium. Children and young families found the free children’s 
area to be a great place to enjoy a Saturday while also learning about the ministries of 
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home.

Volunteers of all ages helped make the Strawberry Festival a great success. FBC, 
Arnold provided volunteers for the kitchen, parking, shuttles, greeting and a multitude 
of other tasks. Other volunteers worked with bidder cards, keeping records of quilt and 
craft auction sales, handling quilts and crafts for the auctions, pricing and selling crafts 
and in the making of quilts and crafts that were donated for the Festival.

Thanks to everyone who played a role in making the Strawberry Festival a Success.

The Piecemakers from FBC, Arnold, continued their tradition of 
transforming pieces of cloth into the  “Judges’ Grand Prize” quilt.



2018 Strawberry Festival Craft and Quilt Winners

Craft Winners
afgHans

1st – Charlotte Hays, Poplar Bluff
2nd – Immanual Baptist Church, Jefferson City

baby afgHans

1st – Janice Stahlman, Macon
2nd & 3rd– Anita Varney, Colorado Springs
Honorable Mention – Eloise Edmonds, St. Louis
Honorable Mention – Donna Jones, Jefferson City

CroCHet

1st, 2nd, 3rd and Honorable Mention – Margaret 
Crabtree, Edina

Hand Crafted Wood fUrnitUre

1st & 3rd– Eugene Jones, Ewing
2nd – Harold & Joyce Dehner, Lewistown
Honorable Mention – Joanne Vawter, Houston

framed needleWork

1st – Onieta Wigginton, Hannibal

UnUsUal/oUtstanding

1st, 2nd, 3rd & Honorable Mention – Joanne Vawter, 
Houston

Wall Hangings

1st – Quilt Connection, Pleasant Valley Baptist Church, 
Liberty

2nd– Thursday Night Quilters, Fellowship Baptist 
Church, High Ridge

3rd – Barbara Pries, Fenton
Honorable Mention– Nancy Taylor, St. Louis

Wood Crafts

1st & 2nd – Chris Hutto, O’Fallon

Events
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Quilt Winners
JUdge’s grand Prize

Peacemakers, First Baptist Church Arnold, Arnold

most UniqUe

God’s Piece Stitchers, Salem Baptist Church, California

aPPliqUed/maCHine qUilted

1st, 2nd & 3rd – Quilt Connection, Pleasant Valley 
Baptist Church, St. Charles

Honorable Mention - Quilt Connection, Pleasant Valley 
Baptist Church, St. Charles

Honorable Mention - Pat Wood, Fenton

baby qUilts/embroidered/Hand 
qUilted

1st – Campers on Mission, Seligman
2nd – Tuesday Night Quilters, First Baptist Church, St. 

Charles
3rd – First Baptist Church Poplar Bluff Quilters, Poplar Bluff
Honorable Mention – First Baptist Church Arnold, 

Arnold

baby qUilts/embroidered/ 
maCHine qUilted

1st –  South County Baptist Church, Glendale
2nd - Juanita Nobles, DeSoto

baby qUilts/Pre-Printed/Hand qUilted

1st & 2nd - Prayer & Stitches, First Baptist Church 
Macon, Macon

3rd & Honorable Mention – Ladies Quilting Group, First 
Baptist Church Salem, Salem

baby qUilts/Pre-Printed/ 
maCHine qUilted

1st - Mary Alice Rushton, Poplar Bluff
2nd – Juanita Nobles, DeSoto
3rd - Missouri River Quilters

Honorable Mention – Nancy Shuler, Letts

baby qUilts/Hand qUilted

1st, 2nd & 3rd - Immanual Baptist Church, Jefferson 
City

Honorable Mention – Thursday Night Quilters, Fellow-
ship Baptist Church, High Ridge

baby qUilts/maCHine qUilted

1st & 3rd– Quilt Connection, Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church, Liberty

2nd – GraceWay Quilters, First Baptist Church DeSoto, 
DeSoto

Honorable Mention – Kathy Fruehwirth, Imperial
Honorable Mention – Pat Wood, Fenton

embroidered/Hand qUilted

1st – First Baptist Church Poplar Bluff Quilters, Poplar 
Bluff

2nd – Potosi Southern Baptist Church Women, Potosi
3rd –  Quilting Ladies, Temple Baptist Church, Sullivan
Honorable Mention – Prayer & Stitches, First Baptist 

Church Macon, Macon
Honorable Mention – Thursday Night Quilters, Fellowship 

Baptist Church, High Ridge

PieCed/Hand qUilted

1st – Campers on Mission, Seligman
2nd – Sunshine Quilters, Immanuel Baptist Church, 

Jefferson City
3rd – Prayer & Stitches, First Baptist Church Macon, Macon
Honorable Mention – Ladies Quilting Group, First 

Baptist Church Salem, Salem
Honorable Mention – The Quilt Ladies, First Baptist 

Church Troy, Troy

PieCed/maCHine qUilted

1st & 3rd– Barbara Preis, Fenton
2nd & Honorbale Mention– Campers on Mission, 

Seligman
Honorable Mention – Kathy Fruehwirth, Imperial

Pre-Printed/Hand qUilted

1st – South County Baptist Church, Glendale

WHole ClotH/Hand qUilted

1st – Donna Jones, Jefferson City

WHole ClotH/maCHine qUilted

1st – Ken Rushton, Poplar Bluff
2nd – Ladies Quilting Group, First Baptist Church 

Salem, Salem



Foundation Staff
Vice President: James Morrow, 314-737-6804

(Regional Representatives)
West/Northwest Missouri: Bob Springate, 816-898-0008

East/Northeast Missouri: Allen Calkins, 314-327-4121

Southwest Missouri: Jeff Hicks, 417-708-1906

South Central Missouri: Keith Vawter, 417-693-1210

Southeast Missouri: Kenny Vawter, 573-241-1113

(Development Coordinator)
Trisha Crow, 800-264-6224

(Administrative Assistants)
Joann Britt (Special Events/Database Management), 816-898-1094

Cindy Roberts (Special Events/Tax Credits), 800-264-6224

Support
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There has been a lot of talk lately about the benefit of the new 
tax law to the average taxpayer and the economy as a whole. 
Hopefully, many of these suggested benefits do make the 

financial lives of families across our state much better. We all know it 
helps to have a little more in your paycheck every month and a smaller 
tax bill every April.

That being said, some experts are warning that the new tax law 
will negatively affect charities. Due to the higher standard deduction, 
the $10,000 cap on state and local tax deductions, and other changes, 
fewer than 10% of taxpayers are expected to itemize in the 2018 tax 
year. That’s down from 30% now. Without itemized deductions, most 
people will lose all tax benefits associated with charitable giving. Some 
estimates put this drop in charitable giving (from tax payers who used 
to itemize) in the tens of billions of dollars nationally.

While this will obviously have some impact on giving to Missouri 
Baptist Children’s Home, we are optimistic about the future for two 
reasons: 1) the Lord knows the needs of the children, youth, and 
families we serve and He is ALWAYS faithful to provide for every one 
of our needs, and because 2) we know we have the best donors in the 
state, and that our donors give first and foremost because they love God 
and the “least of these.”

If you are one of those individuals or families who financially support 
MBCH, but now no longer itemize because the standard deduction 
makes it less attractive, we have good news for you. There is still a 

way to realize a fantastic tax benefit from donations to MBCH or The 
LIGHT house. This good news is Missouri state income tax credits.

If you give towards one 
of our tax credit programs, 
you receive 50% of your gift, 
dollar for dollar, against your 
Missouri state ta xes! That 
means that with a $1,000 tax 
credit gift to MBCH or The 
LIGHT House you reduce 
your Missouri state taxes due 
in April 2019 by $500! 

If  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d 
i n  m a k i n g a  t a x  c re d it 
donation, simply make your 

check payable to MBCH-CFM 
or The LIGHT House and 
write “tax credit” in the memo 
line. If you would like to give 
online to a tax credit  program, 
go to www.mbch.org, click on 
the “Donate” button in the 
upper right-hand corner and select either “Tax credits” under Missouri 
Baptist Children’s Home or “The LIGHT House – Tax Credit” under 
The LIGHT House.

As always, thank you so much for your faithful generosity, year-in 
and year-out, that makes an eternal difference in the lives of “the least 
of these.”

James Morrow, 
Vice President, MBCH Foundation

Get a Great Tax Benefit and Provide the Love 
of Christ to Children,Youth and Families

The Annual Northeast Missouri “Golfers for Kids” Tournament was held 
in Hannibal at the Norwoods Golf Club. 21 four-somes participated in 

raising money to care for kids at MBCH.



Support

The following children will be celebrating their 
birthdays in the next 4 months. Will you please pray 

for our children on their birthday?
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More Than You Ever 
Thought Possible

You Can help children who 
have been abused, neglected 
and abandoned in ways that 

exceed what you ever thought 
possible.

IT IS POSSIBLE, when you 
take advantage of our ta x laws 
that allow you to make an estate 
planning gif t that can help our 
children find hope and restoration 
long af ter you’ve gone to your 
heavenly home.

Here is why it is possible to 
do more that you ever thought 
possible.  

1. It is possible to make such a gift because it could be set up while 
you are still alive but would not come out of your estate until 
after your death. 

2. It is also possible because such a gift could be set up in a way 
that would increase your current income and lower your taxes. 

3. Finally it is possible because such a gift can be set up in a way 
to help your family or heirs rather than take away from them.

Yes, there are ways to increase your income and lower your taxes 
by helping children who need to hear the Good News that our loving 
Savior, Jesus Christ, can bring the hope and restoration.

We have staff members who can meet with you individually and 
show you how these things can be accomplished through biblically 
based stewardship and good planning.  Call us at 1-800-264-6224 and 
we will have one of our estate planning experts contact you to answer 
your questions. 

Another possibility is to schedule a Christian Stewardship 
Seminar for your church or for a community seniors group.  
The seminar is three sessions long and covers 1) The Basics of 

Biblical Stewardship, 2) The Basics of Biblical Budgeting and 3) The 
Basics of Biblical Estate Planning.  The seminar is provided at no cost 
or obligation to the group that hosts the seminar.  And attendees of the 
seminar are eligible for a personal consultation with the seminar leader 
at no cost or obligation.

Call us and let us share with you how you can do More Than You 
Ever Thought Possible: 1) For yourself, 2) For your family, 3) For 
children who have been abused, neglected and abandoned and need 
your help. 

Dawane .................................... August 9
Joy ........................................... August 9
Molly ...................................... August 10
Noah ...................................... August 11
Karmesha ............................... August 12
Leslie ...................................... August 14
Desiree ................................... August 14
Kelby ...................................... August 16
Kioja ....................................... August 16
Timothy.................................. August 16
Maxamillion ........................... August 17
Karena.................................... August 17
Anastasia ............................... August 18
Autuane ................................. August 19
Kendra ................................... August 20
Kirsten.................................... August 22
Kennedy ................................. August 24
Zachory .................................. August 24
Andrew .................................. August 25
Emily ...................................... August 29
Patricia ................................... August 30
Patricia ................................... August 30
Liberty ................................... August 31
Chetara ..............................September 1
Searcey...............................September 3
Darion ................................September 7
Alexander ...........................September 8
Hailey .................................September 9
Christian ...........................September 10
Brittany ............................September 13
Justice ..............................September 14
Mark ................................September 14
Da’Von .............................September 15
Ashley ..............................September 16
Tyler .................................September 18
Meerani ............................September 18
Damien ............................September 20
Blake ................................September 20
Rea ...................................September 21
Christopher ......................September 22
Annie ...............................September 22
Amanda ...........................September 24
Krista ................................September 24
Taylor ...............................September 25
Jessica ..............................September 27

Ethan  ...............................September 28
Monaye ............................September 29
Shelby ..............................September 29
Briana ..............................September 30
Kristy .......................................October 1
Ollisha ....................................  October 1
Anastasia ...............................  October 2
Stephanie ...............................  October 4
Taylor .....................................  October 5
Kayala ....................................  October 5
Daibrion .................................  October 6
Montana ................................  October 8
Layne .....................................  October 8
Ana ......................................  October 11
Edward  ................................  October 16
Jasmine ................................  October 17
Austin ..................................  October 17
Rebecca ................................  October 24
Destiny .................................  October 26
DeShawn ..............................  October 28
Meagan ................................  October 30
Stefanie ................................  October 30
Rhys ...................................  November 1
Velma .................................  November 3
Javon ..................................  November 4
Ashley ................................  November 7
Tanisha ...............................  November 7
Latasha ..............................  November 7
Victoria ...............................  November 8
Brandee ...........................  November 11
Cam’meya ........................  November 11
Adriona ............................  November 13
Dawn ...............................  November 14
Sa’Mya .............................  November 15
Isaac .................................  November 19
Jada .................................  November 20
Ciarra ...............................  November 22
Cecilia...............................  November 22
Angela .............................  November 24
Seirra ...............................  November 25
Teresa ...............................  November 28
Tyler .................................  November 29
Manuel .............................  November 29
Kristian.............................  November 29
Michael ............................  November 30

Bob Springate, 
Regional Representative, 
MBCH Foundation
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Memorials
Amos, Matthew Lee by Mr. and Mrs. Gary Amos 

(Lebanon)

Barfield, Charles L. by Jerry L. Barfield (Piedmont)

Barry, Omega Lena Jane by Eugene and Linda Cook, 
Main Street Baptist Church, many friends and family 
(California); Bobby and Carol Newton, Joan B. Newton, 
many friends and family (Eldon); Roger E. Wood, Terry 
L. Spieler (Jefferson City); Robert and Judy Rowles 
(Tipton); Carl and Joyce Johnston, Mary Beth Snodgrass 
(Warrensburg)

Barton, Robert and Mary by Charles and Mary Ann 
Brown (Louisiana)

Baus, Don by Wayne and Bette Kennedy (Branson)

Baxter, Bob by Dean and Eileen Baxter (Columbia)

Blase, Rosemary by her daughter, Christine Blase 
(Springfield)

Bogle, Alan by Lynn Burger Family, The Laybourn Family, 
The Custer Family and the Brown Family (Edina); 
John Shoenberger, Joyce Carr Johnson (Joplin); John 
and Jane Martin (Lee’s Summit); Erma Shellenberger, 
Family and Friends, Lindell Hughes and Perry Whipple, 
Phil and Patty Johnson and Virginia Johnson, Ron and 
Cherie Cole (Neosho); Mitchell and Tiffany Minyard 
(Nixa); Racine Christian Church (Racine)

Boulch, Carol by Luther and Ann Abbott (Dohniphan)

Brattin, Dorisalee by Cecil Brattin (Wheaton)

Bredenkoetter, Patricia by Marian Bredenkoetter  
(Fort Myers Beach)

Brizendine, Mary by Dale Brizendine (Clarksdale)

Brown, Adonis C. by his wife, Barbara A. Brown 
(St. Charles)

Brown, Kenneth by Mary Ann and Charles Brown 
(Louisiana)

Brown, Shirley Ann by Molly A. Ball (Carmel); Nancy and 
Randy Trivette (Ewing); Union Baptist Church (Excelsior 
Springs); Mark and Nancy Poeschl (Indianapolis); Paul 
and Jeana Kelly (Jefferson City); Jason and Carla Ricks 
(Upper Marlboro)

Burt, Earle and Ann by their daughter, Lucinda L. Jones 
(Steelville)

Carr, Bob by Wayne and Bette Kennedy (Branson)

Cauthers, Cameron by Bobby and Marcella Roberts 
(Columbia)

Casey, Clarence by Karen S. Casey (Kansas City)

Clothier, Neva by Becky Anderson (Willow Springs)

Creager, Jeff by his parents, David and Sharon Creager 
(Kansas City)

Davis, June Elizabeth by James L. Davis (Raytown)

DeSpain, Shirlene Marney by Rick and Renee Christman 
(Stella)

Dixon, Vivian by Mr. Bruce A. Dixon (Kansas City)

Dohring, Dena by Wayne and Bette Kennedy (Branson)

Downey, Rev. Tom by Moberly Regional Medical Center 
Administration and Staff (Moberly); Quest Rail LLC 
(Wellington)

Drysdale, Lestcher and Dorothy by Cliff and Pat Hodson 
(Walnut Grove)

Flesher, Charles by Roger and Karan Reed (Joseph); Terry 
and Amy Hoagland and Family (Joplin); Ronnie Sloan 
(Nags Head); Marilyn K. Clark (Webb City)

Gilmore, Robert Earl by Teresa L. Fletcher (Mountain 
Grove)

Greenlee, Betty by Ervin Barnett (Billings)

Gunnier, Ryan by Bobby and Marcella Roberts (Columbia)

Harris, Deane Joyce by Dianne and Bob Collier (Kansas 
City); Barbara Robertson, Nancy Robertson (Lamar); 
Steve and Denise Sloniker (Milo); Tony and Andrea Still 
(Nixa); Shirley Beer (Pittsburg)

Haun, Donald Lee and Daryl Ray by Dwight and Wilma 
Haun (Springfield)

Heindselman, Phyllis by Matthew and Ann Keller, Paul 
and Jeanie Keller (Quincy)

Hendricks, Dean and Joyce by their daughter, Holly 
Dugan (Battlefield)

Hoover, Inez by Ervin Barnett (Billings)

Hopper, Helen by Fenton SR Clinic, Inc. (Chaffee); Suellen 
and Carter Fenton (Charleston); Carolyn Grant (Danville)

Ingram, Nellie G. by Bonnie Ingram (Bowling Green)

Irons, Robert by Sonne’s Organic Foods, Inc. (Kansas City)

Jones, Harold and Onalee by Charles L. Jones 
(Caruthersville)

Kennedy, Thelma by on Mother’s Day from Wayne and 
Betty Kennedy (Branson)

Kitchen, Sharleen by Jeffery Mitchell (Lebanon); Anna 
Geneva Davis, Patricia Willer and Joseph Feldhaus, 
Theresa Yorker (St. Louis)

Krivohlavek, Mr. Laverne by Second Baptist Church 
(Poplar Bluff)

Larsen, Grace by Mary Sexton (High Ridge)

Layman, Debbie by Thomas and Sue Layman (Marshfield)

Lewis, Debbie by Shonda Young (Caruthersville); 
Jack and Mary Norman (Dexter); Jim and Marilyn 
Smelser(Lilbourn); Parma Gen Baptist Church (Parma)

Lewis, Nellie M. by Bonnie Ingram (Bowling Green)

Lorince, Anthony by Summit Woods Baptist Chruch 
(Lee’s Summit)

Martin, Rolla Buddy by Margaret Chamberlin (Boonville); 
William and Pamela Shipman (Pilot Grove); Ruby Hill 
(Winfield)

McCain, Virginia Lee by David and Carol Vezzetti (Arnold)

McClurg, Maxine by Brent and Sue Gierke (Bentonville); 
Chris Calmer (Kansas City); Mr. and Mrs. James 
Basquette (Platte City);  many family and friends, Eric 
and Diane Sorensen (Weston)

McGuire, Wilma by First Baptist Church (Farmington)

Merrill, Matthew by Mac McCully (Nixa)

Mobely, Bob by Johnie R. Mobley (St. Peters)

Momberg, Donald by Thomas and Cherly Moore 
(Greenwood); Gay Beth Bingham, James and Carla 
Oliver, Ladd and Kimberly Litton (Lee’s Summit); Day 
and Pamela Miller (Maysville); Linda Henry (Woodburn)

Murray, Acquilla by Duane and Mary Gregg (Port Allegany)

Murray, Joyce by Nola Koble (Springfield)

Noon, Dick by Doris L. Noon (Leawood)

Pickett, Lawrence R. and Veronica M. by Dr. Lindsey 
Martin-Bowen (Lee’s Summit)

Prewitt, Oliver by Paul Overton (Trenton)

Pridy, Sanford “Pete” by Virginia Pridy (St. Louis)

Pruitt, Nevelyn “Lynn” Elise by Joe Coppedge (Bolivar)

Purvis, Edith by Mr. and Mrs. R.E. McCale (Cairo); Janet 
Gregory (Clark); Deaconess Committee of Ridgeview 
Baptist Church, Martha Emmert quilting Circle of 
Ridgeview Baptist Church (Danville); Bob and Betty 
Peterson (Milo)

Rall, Nadine by on Mother’s Day from Wayne and Bette 
Kennedy (Branson)

Riley, Melvin by his wife, Minnie Lou Riley (Atlanta)

Rowland, Dorothy by Bill Rowland (Florissant)

Schildknecht, Geraldine by Harold P. Sampson 
(Higginsville); Mary and Edward Little (Los Almos); 
David and Lori Jane Burk (Warrensburg)

Scott, Cora Lee by Norman and Kathy Scott (Raymore)

Simpson, Welton and Ida by their daughter, Margaret 
Simpson (Lilbourn)

Snitker, Daniel by his aunt, Mrs. Juanita Maggard 
(Holden)

Spradley, Margie by First Baptist Church-Bonne Terre 
(Bonne Terre)

Spradlin, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest by Helen Austin (Fulton)

Sutherland, Lloyd by Denise Nill (Chesterfield)

Sweetnam, Clarice and Aiderline by their daughter, 
Minnie Lou Riley (Atlanta)

Tate, H.O. amd Pearl by Marianna Mauldin (Liberty)

Thompson, Phyllis by Lyndel and Laura Thompson 
(Bowling Green)

Turnage, Mary Margaret by Lori Frisk (South Elgin); 
Constance Lovejoy (Wakonda)

Vandergriff, Alta by First Baptist Church (Farmington)

Whitner, Ben by Mrs. Kay Whitener (Festus)



T h e  M B C H 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h 
New Hope Ukraine 
is continuing. Two 
staff members from 
MBCH Children and 
Fa m i ly M i n i st r ies 
and an MBCH Board 
member traveled to 
U k ra i ne i n Ju ly to 
work at  a  s u m mer 
c a m p  f o r  f o s t e r/
adopt i ve f a m i l ie s . 
Chris Ferkel (Board 
member) served as the team leader and spent much of his time teaching soccer skills to the 
kids. Cheryl Anthonis (Nurse) and Kris Lowry (Family Resource Development Supervisor) 
worked with the parents, doing training in parenting and discipleship.

As this issue of the Messenger was being 
finalized, Kris and Cheryl had just returned 
home and Chris Ferkel was still in Ukraine 
for a second week of camp. Additional 
stories from this mission project will be 
featured in the November Messenger.

Getting Excess Mail?
If you are receiving duplicate mailings, mailings 

for people who no longer live at your address or 
mailings for deceased individuals, please contact us 
so we can correct these issues and note the changes 
in our database. To report information which needs 
to be updated/corrected, please cut-out and return 
this form or call 800-264-6224. 

You can also make changes on-line by going to 
www.mbch.org and clicking on “Mailing Preferences” 
at the top of the page. 

Address Change Form
Please do the following with the Name/Address on the reverse side:

o Subscribe me/us to the E-Messenger to save money on printing & postage. 
 Send to this e-mail address: _______________________________________________

o Change the address to: __________________________________________________ 
 City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip________ 

o Remove the Name/Address from the MBCH mailing list because:

o Individual is deceased: please provide name _______________________________

o Duplicate address: (please provide the ID number printed above the name of the 
 duplicate _______________)

o No longer live in Missouri and support ministries in my new state

o Other: ___________________________________________________________

Support
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Williams, Timothy Charles by Beverley Mattli (Fayette)

Willson, Glen by Norman Epperson (Houston); Elizabeth 
Boxler (Orono); Emily Logan (Springfield)

Woods, Norm by Mr. and Mrs. William Ronan (St. Charles)

Zimmer, Barbara by Hart Baptist Church (Seneca)

Honorariums
Adams, Karen Cheri by Robert M. Adams (Springfield)

Austin, born at the Light House 24 years ago by  
Mr. Jon A. Lovett (Dubuque)

Denatale, Frank by Mr. and Mrs. James E. Huffman (Troy)

Ferrenburg, Betty by Imogene Holland (Licking)

Jaime by Kimberly Percell (Kansas City)

Larue, Dr. Clay on his graduation by First Baptist Church 
Viburnum (Viburnum)

Mothers of First Baptist Church Ironton by First Baptist 
Church Ironton (Ironton)

Mothers of First Baptist Church Bonne Terre by First 
Baptist Church (Bonne Terre)

Mothers of First Baptist Church Ferguson by First 
Baptist Church Ferguson (Ferguson)

Poindexter, Minnie by Russel L. Poindexter (St. Charles)

Stewart, Gregory on his 48th Birthday by Mr. and Mrs. 
Hubert Stewart (St. Louis)

Strieby, Adam by Thaddeus Stubbs (Ashland)

Terry, Jayne by Angela B. Vincent (Pierce City)

Tommey, Harold on his birthday by Barbara Tommey 
(Cameron)

Walker, Nelda Jones on Mother’s Day by Mark and 
Michelle Stuesse (House Springs)

MBCH Participates in New Hope 
Ukraine Summer Camp

Camp Leadership. MBCH team members are circled. They are (L-R): 
Chris Ferkel, Cheryl Antonis and Kris Lowry

Above: Kris Lowry does training for 
foster/adoptive parents.

Right: evening campfire worship 
at camp.
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